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There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every al·tivity under heaven: 
a time to he horn and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kil/ and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to huild, 
a time to weep and a time to /augh, 
a ti111e to 111ourn and a time to dance, 
a ti111e to scatter stones and a ti111e to gather the111, 
a ti111e to e111hrace and a ti111e to refrain, 
a ti111e to search and a time to give up, 
a ti111e to keep and a ti111e to throw away, 
a ti111e to tear and a ti111e to 111end, 
a ti111e to Iove and a ti111e to hate, 
a ti111e for war and a ti111efor peace. 

Then I applied 111yse/f to the understanding of 
wisdo111, and a/so of madness and folly, 
hut I /earned that this, too, is a chasing a.fter the wind. 
For with 111uch wisdo111 comes mud, sorrow; 
the 111ore knowledge, the more grief: 

Ecdesiastes 2, 7 
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Note to the reader 

The events, persons, places and dates mentioned in this book are 
real, and, under the limitation of possible slips of memory, they are 
also utterly exact. 

lt was not my intention to o/fer a personal diary of past times, but a 
polemic book, written with the mind and feelings of today, for those 
who want to find out the truth that I know. 
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Spring 011 an ice/loll' 

A FLAG P/ERCED TW/CE 

THE C/TYOFANGELS 
Octoher 1994, Los Angeles 

Herc I was, aftcr a long trip, landing on the airport of thc well
known megalopolis on the West Coast. In the waiting room there was 
a small, but enthusiastic group of Romanians eager to welcome mc. 
Their being there had not been triggered by my politica) performancc 
or my being a relatively known figure for the American academic com
munity, but because the next day I was to meet Ronald Reagan, a real 
idol for the Romanian exile in the States. The fonner President, worn 
oul with a discase that he had not openly acknowledged yct, livcd a 
secluded Iife, so his accepting to receive me was probably connected 
to my letter in which I had stated my desire to offer him a symbolic 
token of the Roman ian Revolution, as a sign of gratitude for his firn1 
stand against communism. I myself had bcen carrying that tokcn a
long, across two continents and an ocean, lest it should get lost with 
my luggagc during my numerous stops. It was a Romanian flag that I 
had rcccived a year bcfore from a crippled young woman in Timisoara, 
who, on December 1989 had been holding the flag against her chest. 
The flag caJTied a hole in the middle - the position of the former com
munist coat of anns- and next to it there was a smaller hole with a dry 
blood spot on thc edgc - the mark of the bullet that had shot thc young 
woman who had taken to the streets to fight for freedom and truth. 
And I carricd somcthing else to the City of Angels; it was an image of 
the children gathered on the steps of the Timisoara Cathedral under a 
shower of gunshots, as well as the sound of the rattling machineguns 
that two radio stations - Voice of America and Free Europe - had 
broadcast all over the world. 

The next morning, accompanied by professor Dan Moldovan, 
from South West University of California, I took the elevator to an of
fice on floor 27 of a Down Town skyscraper. Ronald Reagan gave me 
a wann and simple welcome. After the regular protocol pictures were 
taken, ravaged by the merciless disease, but impressed by my gift, the 
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former American President told me he was going to havc it displaycd 
at his Simi Valley residence, which he had turncd into a museum and 
a library and where he invited me for a visit. 

What imprcssed me most at the ranch of the ex-American Prcsi
dent was a few cubic meter block originating in the former Berlin Wall, 
located next to the Memorial Center, on a lawn. It was covered in mul
ti-colored graffiti and, there, under ths bright Californian sun, it 
seemed an inspired work of modem art. 

Loud Colors and Dull Gray 

May 1995, Berlin 
While together with other democratic leaders, I was offered by thc 

Mayor of Berlin a small piece of what used to be the Berlin Wali, ac
companied by an official certificate of authenticity. For a few years, 
tbe fragment has been lying on my desk as a memento and I often look 
at its sides - a vividly colored one and a gray one, a dull shade of gray, 
like broken cement. 

That evening, my German friends took me to the location of the 
former wall. I stayed there for a long time and I tried to imagine the 
world of the Cold War the way it looked on the two sides of the Wall: 
on one side, Western Berlin, shops filled with merchandise, colored 
advertising boards along the streets, luxurious cars, ATM's, relaxed 
people: on the other, East Berlin, identica! blocks of flats, gloomy peo
ple, barbed wire. On one side of the Wal!, young people who used col
ored sprays to paint the Wall, who sang and danccd during the excit
ing live rock concerts, while, on the other side, there were guards, 
armed patrols and an empty field inhabited only by rabbits - such a 
sinister metaphor! From time to time you could hear a machinegun 
rattling and then a deadly silence. 

8 Novemher 1999, Cotroceni 
A difficult year, troubled by discontent, frustration and violence is 

coming to an end. It has not been easy for Europe either, as divided 
and scared by the Kosovo crisis as it was. My eyes go to the small 
piece of wall carrying the inscription "9 November 1989". We will be 
celebrating a decade since then tomorrow. There will be speeches and 
a show in Berlin; across the wide world, an item of news during the 
Evening News. How many people can still remember those events? 
14 
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And if they do, what do they remember? In a recent book, Pascal 
Bruckner gives an ironic account of the sound and light shows organ
ized in the fonner Western Berlin in the 80s and also of more recent, 
similar ones. "Only because of the lack of seriousness of our era may 
we stil) believe it is possible to defeat the monsters clapping one's 
hands, stamping one's feet, playing a saxophone so that everything 
could be solved while singing, during a battle that resembles a cele
bration. "He concludes that" to mistake the action proper for its cele
bration is a fake. The politica) fight is disagreeable, painful, sometimes 
deadly, there is nothing relaxing about it." 

Yet, things are not exactly what they seem to be. I can still remem
ber the overwhelming emotion we experienced, when seeing the mag
nificent film of the Pink Floyd concert after the collapse of the Wall, 
we, who had been listening to Another Erick in the Wali broadcast by a 
jammed radio. The sincere and spontaneous audience was vibrating with 
wann solidarity. What is also truc is that, in the meantime, on the other 
side of the Wali, in East Berlin and Democrat Gennany, the young gen
erations were urged to move not by the joyous artistic experience but by 
a deep fee ling of freedom. The religious or national songs they sang in 
the public squares came from their overwhelming faith. They were the 
scriptwriters, the producers and a Iso the actors of that revolution, not 
only the enthusiastic witnesses of the fall of a dictatorship. 

Undoubtedly, 1989 will remain in history as one of those strange, 
charming and rare years when people were ready to fight and die for 
an ideal. But the struggle in the years to come was "disagreeable, 
painful, and sometimes deadly." 

Now, if we were to look at the gray side of the imaginary Berlin 
Wali, we might notice a fresh muddy spot, next to the dry blood spot. 

15 
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WHEN THE CURTAIN RISES 

A Sensational Turn of Events 
Decemher I 98 9. Bucharesf 

A whole week spent in the street, with rny children, my studcnts, 
my colleagues, and strangers whom I do not know whcther I will evcr 
see agam. 

Tanks and tlowers, bullets and hot tea, tears ofjoy and sadncss, dcath 
and life - never before have they been so close. How rnany pcople han~ 
ever been granted the opportunity to experiencc, within such a short span 
of time, the chills of fear and a reckless rnanifestation of couragc, terror 
and freedom, suspicion and trust, thc ncwly discovcred gcncrosity, faith 
and tolerance, and, above all, the feeling of living history live'! 

The huge crowds that unexpectedly occupied thc public squarcs 
in Berlin, Prague, Warsaw, Bucharest, Sofia or Moscow did not ask 
for land, jobs, salaries or revenge; but they acted with surprising soli
darity for truth, freedom, faith, Iove for thy neighbor, and thc nurnbcr
less repressive communist forces provcd to be wcak and powerless. 

Contrary to what had bccn expected, the almost simultancous col
lapse of the communist regirnes covering Central Europe and rcaching 
as far as Central Asia and the Pacific and North Oceans was not causcd 
by any wars or blood-shedding rebellions similar to thc movemcnts 
that brought them to powcr. Leaving aside Romania that was a tragic 
exception, the process above took place pcaccfully. For a fcw months. 
mankind's cvcr-lasting ideals shed light on thc 20th ccntury, so stained 
with blood, while awakening huge hopc. 

Decemher ]OOO, Buchare,t 
What happened to these ideals during thc decade that we-nt by'.> 

What about the confrontation bctween these ideals and thc ctemal hu
man tlaws: hale, lie, greed, vanity or dishonesty? How were thc atavis
tic criminal instincts kept under control'? How did this confrontation 
change the destin ies of millions of people and which is the hcritagc 
that we are carrying to the 3rd millennium'? 
16 
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The few answcrs that I will attempt to provide to these questions 
do not originale in philosophical, politica! or sociologica! speculations. 
They arc thc testimony of a personal experience I went through as a 
direct participant in thc cvents that took place in my country and also 
in some of the more complicated processes that left their mark on the 
rapid changes that occurred in Europe and in the world at large. 

The Pen 
May 1998, Berlin 

I was a special guest at the Intemational Forum Politin· as ajun
dam<!ntal constituent o(human socie(,·. The editor-in-chief of the most 
read and most intluential German daily, Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, told me that my speech, for which I was allocated half an 
hour. would be publishcd in his newspaper in ful) form. I realized that 
he was not expccting a dull, conventional, "president-like" speech. 

I workcd till late at night on my speech, trying to capture in the most 
convincing fom1 possible the extant to which the nations of today's Eu
rope are intluenced by "thc past that docs not pass away", as they are still 
carrying the very dramatic mentality changcs in their collective memory. 
I was not vcry content with the resuit, but, at least, it seemed to look like 
a conference to bc delivered to the academic community. 

Unlike my usual routine, I woke up early in thc moming, I lcft thc 
luxurious hotel wherc my hosts had invited me and, in the fresh, cold, 
morning air, I covcred quite a large part of the location of the former 
Wali. My profession has instilled in me the temptation to chcck on site 
what I have rcad about. I felt tempted to hit the rock with the hammer. 
I stopped and I pressed my hand against a ruin, lefl. there as a memen
to, until I felt the rough cement scratch my skin. 

Thc Berlin Wali existed in reality. And those who dared to defy it 
and got shot existed as well. But the reverse trip also existed, the one 
going from reality to imagination; and for decades, the battles engag
ing the leaders of the communist regimes against the inner and outer 
rebels were waged in that imaginary space. A multitude of symbolic 
and archetypal values were transferred to the cement and iron Wali. 
Therefore, in turn or simultaneously, it was perceived as: (i) a Wali of 
hostilities, which proclaimed the gap, the tight, but divi~ed spaces, the 
self-seclusion, the rejection of the other, the victors' guilt, half of the 
European identity that got sacrificed, all that to construct a dictator
ship, but also to provide the democrats with a buffer of calm; (ii) a 
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Wali of autism and a Wali of narcissism, both bcing two dcv:1stating 
fonns of solitude; (iii) a Wali of guilt and frustration, thc suspicion of 
two worlds keeping a watch on cach othcr. 

Moreover, for all of us in the East, it îs thc pen that an an i111al tdh
ered for too long will turn into an empty space, an arca of rcsignation, 
trampled intentions, dry, burnt-out projccts, whcrc hopc can be 
changed into a reflection of non-involvcmcnt: hopc without pragma
tism and spineless pragmatism. 

The real, cement and iron Berlin Wali collapsed, but it still c.xists 
in the European collective imagination, in our minds and souls. whilc. 
for a long time, it will go on affecting the conscicncc of thc pcoplc in 
the West and in the East, either on the surfacc or dccp dov.·n insidc. 

Anna Karenina and the European Family 
Octoher 1992 .. 'v/1111ich 

A month after the second round of thc prcsidcntial clcctions I was 
invited as key note speaker to attend thc intcrnational confcrcncc or
ganized by the Institute for Politica! Studics of thc Bavarian Founda
tion Hans Seidel. The conference was attendcd by prcsidcnts and hcads 
of govemment, ministers, newspaper managcrs, NATO gcncrals. As a 
panelist, I was placed between Sali Berisha, thc Albanian Pn:sidcnt, 
and George Vassiliou, the President of Cyprus. I could sec that I was 
the only special guest who had lost thc clcctions. Thc speaker hdorc 
me was Sali Bcrisha, professor at the Tirana University, wcll-known 
cardiologist with a splendid research carecr in France. He spokc in a 
thundering voice that made the microphonc usclcss. I was ablc to idcn
tify the fiery passion of all anticommunist spccchcs, which I mysclf 
had been unable to totally abandon. Thc audicncc, quitc typical for 
Western conferences, scemed imprcsscd, hui also visihly annnyb'd, I 
started my speech by lowering the key. and I statcd that, two y~ars af
ter the collapse of communism wc were st iii advancing towards thc fu
ture having our backs on it, while facing thc past as wc wcrc attcmpt
ing to understand what had been happening to us ovcr thc last half-ccn
tury. lt might seem to be a slower path, but it can make us bccomc the 
real partners of the West, able to a void repeating thcir mistakcs as wc li. 

What I did not know then and I was about to acknowlcdge in thc 
years to come was that the more wc werc progrcssing along thc post
communist transition path, the better I understood that the differcnces 
among the various European countries originated in very ancient rcal-
18 
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ities valid for the history of each people. During the first years of po
litica I evolution we paid thc price for Ceausescu' s hard dictatorship, 
as compared to the milder communist regimes in Hungary or the Czech 
Republic. Later on, what came to matter was also the quality of the 
democratic regimes between the two World Wars. The gap as to the 
Central European countries or the head start as to our more Eastern 
neighbors, in terms of the economic performance, measure the scope 
of the bourgeois industrial revolution and the extant to which the re
spective countries have been able to take over or not the discipline of 
the older guild-based communities. The fight against corruption casts 
Iight on the differences that are generated by the fact that the law used 
to exist and to be followed not only in the modern society, but also in 
the distant Middle Ages. This past echo, which accompanies all our 
leaps forward, allows us to travel not only in space but also back in 
time whenever we go East or West. 

Lev Tolstoy began his novei Anna Karenina with a memorable 
sentence: "Ali happy families resemble each other. Still, each unhap
py family is unhappy in its own way". One can say the same thing 
about the ex-communist countries in Eastern Europe. Even if they 
were alike in their momcnts of happiness when they got free of the 
dictatorship in the 90s, later on, they each took a different path amid 
thc misfortuncs of thc post-communist transition. 

The Painted Mawwleum 
Septemher 1995, Sqfia 

The Chancellor of the Mining and Geology University invited me 
for a series of conferences at the Economic Geology Department. In 
1982 I had attended the International Mineralogy Congress in Vama 
and I had driven across our neighboring country in my old Romanian 
car. I remember that, at that time, the roads used to be better than in 
our country and the politica) atmosphere more relaxed. This time, too, 
I drove from Bucharest to Sofia. The atmgsphere seemed confused. 
Politically speaking, Bulgaria was going through a difficult time trig
gered by a rough cohabitation between a democrat, right-of-center 
President and a Prime Minister from the Socialist Party (the former 
Communist Party). As a rule, politicians and intellectuals kept a close 
eye on what was happening north of the Danube. Even if I had come 
there as geologi st and chancellor of the Bucharest University, my col
leagues knew I a Iso was the leader of the Democrat Convention, so, 

19 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTJ\NTINLSCU 

despite al) the discretion of thc academic cvcnt, my bcing thcre did 
not go unnoticed. President Zhelyu Zhclcv. who was on a state visit 
abroad, asked the Romanian ambassador to send mc his regrets for bc
ing unable to meet me, while thc ex-prime minister of Bulgaria· s first 
democratic government, Philip Dimitrov (a mere name coincidcnce 
with the fonner dictator) invited mc to talk, showing a real intcrest in 
the means to keep together all thc poli tical part ies mcmbers of thc Ro
manian Democrat Convention for such a long timc (four years! ). Aftcr 
talking to Philip Dimitrov I went for a walk in down town Sofia with 
Costin Georgescu, who was my companion. when. suddenly, I stoppcd 
stupefied in front of Gheorghi Dimitrov· s mausolcum. Thc rcmains of 
the fom1cr dictator had bcen removcd from thc mausolcum, which \vas 
now covcred in tens of colored inscriptions. Onc of them was Zhck\ · s 
name, the first president democratically clcctcd atkr forty-five ycars. 
The former University researcher. well-known as a courageous dissi
dent during the communist regime. and latcr on, as Prcsident. kno\vn 
for his modesty and respect for the law. had his namc surroundcd by 
drawings of both the hammcr and sicklc and thc swastika. ··Js this thc 
meaning of being a post-communist presidcnt'?", I told Costin. with
out really suspecting how often I was going to remember that imagc 
in the years to come. 

Octohe1: ]()()(), Buchures/ 
Four years aftcr Zhelyu Zhelev·s termin otlice was over, he came 

to visit Romania and to deliver a conference. I took that opportunity 
and I offered him a high Romanian dccoration for his contribution, as 
an open opponcnt to thc fight against comrnunism prior to 1990 and 
also for his contribution to Bulgaria's democratic construction between 
1990-1996. lt always seems that onc can bcttcr sec what happcns in
side a country while looking from the outside. 

One cannot really see how empty or how ful I the glass is if you 
look from the inside. 

A Living F ossil 
.Juf1·. I 999, Washington 

Vladimir Tismaneanu, the editor of the outstanding volume Tlu: 
1989 Revolutions hetween the Pas! and the Future, made me discover 
a short essay published by Zheliu Zhelev in an American newspaper, 
in which the author, shortly before ending his tcrm in office, ap-
20 
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proached an important issuc - namely the fact that the formcr com
munists were coming back to power in the Central and East European 
countrics. His approach was based on his own, unmediatcd cxpcrience 
in his own country. 

As Zhelev saw it, the matter of the transition can be seen as fol
lows: how to turn the 1990 anticommunism into anti-post-commu
nism. He says "What thrcatens Eastern Europe is not the return of 
communism, but thc fact that communism may get frozen as such. It 
is unlikcly that classical communism may come back. It is no longcr 
possible to re-establish forced labor camps. One cannot deny any more 
thc existcnce of multiple partics, of the politica! opposition, or the 
frccdom of cxprcssion and of the press; the country can no longer be 
tight-closcd and isolatcd. Thc Warsaw Treaty or COMECOM cannot 
bc reinstated. The thrcat that wc are being confrontcd with is that 
democracy may bc gradually replaced by authoritarianism, while the 
frce. correct markct may be replaced by a hybrid, quasi-capitalist e
conomy. tlourishing with crime. racketcering. corruption, politica! ma
nipulation and thc Mafia". 

ln fact, what is returning? ··· herc is Zhelev's rhetorical question, 
whilc his answer corrcctly idcntifies thc five constituents of a velvct 
restoration, as I myself was ablc to sec: 

- Thc arrogant state rcappears, and thc main feature of thc gov
crnmcnt is its attempt to take control again over the economic and pub
lic litc. ln thc rivalry betwcen the state property, which is good, and 
thc private propcrty. which is bad, the private property has got both its 
arms twisted, onc by thc government trying to imposc a centralized 
burcaucratic administration, and the othcr one by a criminal, organ
izcd underworld which has its own business rulcs. 

- A kind of malign corporatism reappears, as an attcmpt to replace 
the real competition involving ideas and various stakes. Factions of 
the party in powcr conclude differcnt agreements, thus the partisan 
space pushes the public spacc out. Such corporate and party interests 
are featured as nationalist appeals. 

- The communist regime rhetoric is back, as well as the specific 
empty discourse, which smells like rot and state-sponsored optimism, 
reminding the corridors of the communist powcr. 

- The old guard is back, and, so absurdly, they arc in charge with 
the radical economic and politica! reforms, which they do in a treach
erous manner, as they are after politica) revenge. 
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- A deep mistrust as to the West has reappeared. Cultural tolerance 
is threatened by the official support for xcnophobia and the classical 
topic of espionage." 

Therefore, post-communism could be defined as a paradox: a socie
ty w}lere communism cannot go back, but which it is in no huny to leave. 

The Corpse on the Side of the Grave 
Seplember 2000, B ucharest 

White talking to Gabriel Liiceanu, he drew my attention to the il
lusion of the too rapid break from communism. He reminded mc of a 
metaphor used by Tenghiz Abdulaze, Georgian film director, in his 
movie called The Repentance, which he filmed before 1989, in the for
mer Soviet Union. The film went as follows: the communist leader of 
the town died and had a grandiose funeral, against a natural feeling of 
relief. But, surprisingly, the next day the corpsc was found by thc edge 
of the grave. He was buried again, but the strange situation got rcpeat
ed as a real obsession. I distinctly remember thc film as I saw a video 
which circulated around during Ceausescu · s last years. I now rea lize 
that what, at that time, I was tempted to see as a metaphor, was in fact 
a staging, avani la lettre, of the very things Zhelev wants to teii us. 
Communism is dead, but we should be careful enough and not allow 
its corpse, which nobody is in a hurry to bury, to drag this emerging 
democracy along into its grave. 

Novemhe1; ]{)() I 
The landscape of the former Europe seems tobe turning rcd again. 

and not only on the margins. We do not know yet whcther the twilight 
will not slip into the dawns of a new morning. Serbia ncedcd a decadL' 
to get rid of Miloscvic, Belarus has a hard rcgime whcre democracy 
looks like a joke, the Republic of Moldova recently electcd a commu
nist as president, who intends to turn thc country into the Cuba of thc 
East, Turkmenistan has a leader who could havc madc Ccausescu die 
with envy. ln Berlin, the former communist leader originating in thc 
German Democrat Republic and the present leader of a neo-commu
nist party (obviously, a Western-likc party), Gregor Gysi is running 
for mayor of that big city, which is now thc symbolic German capital. 
The man is also planning a coalition with the social-democrats in or
der tobe able torule Berlin. lt is dreadfully ironic, forty years after 
the Wali was built and twelve years after it collapsed. 
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26-27 May 2001, 5(dia 
I mel many of thc formcr prcsidents, prime ministers and foreign 

ministcrs, as wc li many of thosc in office, whom I managed to know 
quite well over the last five ycars, since the Balkan Politica[ Club was 
established. Bcfore it got dark, I took another stroll in downtown Sofia. 
After a lot of hard work and misadventures, Dimitrov's former mau
soleum was finally demolished. The square, just like the rest of the 
town, is covered by the parliamentary election posters, which would 
promote as hcad of the Government, the fmmer Bulgarian king, chased 
away by the communists în 1946, when he was still a child and occu
picd the thronc. I told the formcr Bulgarian president that, based on 
my own experiencc, I considcred very true what he had said at the end 
of his term of office in 1996. What I did not teii him is the following: 
if wc compare thc politica[ development în Bulgaria and Roman ia, if 
wc look into the past, I can sec it very clearly that thcre is at least a 
four-ycar gap bctween thc two countrics which favors Bulgaria; if wc 
look into the future, the gap may turn out to be even bigger. 

Nude with Ci/asse.,· 
Fehrumy /99/, Paris 

This is one of my first trips to the West after the fall of communist 
dictatorship. I get off the underground train, onc stop ahead, so that I could 
walk along the Rue des Dcux Portes, the street where Richelieu erected 
the immense rectangular building of the Sorbonnc, where one can find 
the sumptuous desk of Madame Michelc Gendreau-Massaloux, the Presi
dcnt of thc Parisian universitics where classical Sorbonne fell apart after 
the politica[ crisis of May 1968. lt is wet, cold and I am fee ling awkward. 

On the Otopeni airport, whcn getting on the plane, thc stewardess 
of thc Air France Company gavc us an armful of recent ncwpapers 
from Paris. In one of them, on thc cultural issues page I was struck by 
a drawing whcrc thc famous nude of Rodin 's Thinker had been 
changed so that the original Apollinian figure should acquire, while p
reserving the samc pondering attitude, the typical traits of the modern 
intcllcctual: baldncss, a belly, and glasses. Something also new had 
appcared în that drawing: on thc thinker's leg a cannon ball was hang
ing, tied on a long chain. A word written in capital lctters was stick
ing out: liberty. This drawing rerninded me of Simone Weil's remark: 
"The things that kccp us lied on the earth are unreal, but the chains 
tying us up to them are obviously very real". 
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Like many intellectuals coming from the East, I am bcwildcrcd by 
the invigorating air of the freedorn gained in '89. Soon wc would rc
alize the hardships of our new relationship with freedorn. 

Mihai ora had warned us ever since the '70's, when wc wcrc stil! 
living through the communist dictatorship, that "when wc spcak about 
liberty, we ought to know exactly what we arc spcaking about, thus 
making the due distinction between lihertas contrarietatis, as thc Mc
diaeval thinkers used to call one 's elusive liberty to cvade the real con
ditioning and lihertas contradictionis, the liberty of saying ycs or no 
to one 's own meaning, thus committing to it and making it vocal". 
How many were brave enough to make it vocal thcn'! How many arc 
wise enough to have it uttered loud now'! 

A Morning at the Zoo 
Baia Mare, .f1111e. /970 

One of my students offers me, with a smilc, an English vers ion of 
Solzhenitsyn's novei Cancer Ward, that his brothcr, an editor with thc 
TV, had brought from London. My poor command of English mcrcly 
hclps me withthc translation of mincralogy works, but thc two vol
umes edited by Bodlcy Head Publishing Housc, only one year after 
the author had finished his book, I urc me by thc high quality of paper. 
the color of the cover, and the subtlc, rcfincd page format. This is the 
fate of books, I am tel ling mysclf, thinking of the enormous distancc 
separating the elegant volumes from the rudimentary. rough booklcts 
of the Samizdat by the interrnediary of which Solzhcnitsyn ·s works 
werc circulated in Russia at the timc. With a dictionary and the help 
of an old friend, I find rny way through into the first chapters. This is 
enough for mc to perceive the force with which arrested fiction may 
rewrite destinies and history for ever. 

At the end of the novei. on an carly spring day, Oleg Kostoglm. 
being deported on the camp and thcn takcn to a hospital cancer ward. 
expected to live just a fcw more wecks, finds oul from his physicians 
that he is healthy and may leavc the hospital, and the military komen
dant tells him that the deportations will shortly ceasc. So, bcyond any 
gleam of hope, he regains both his freedom and his life. "ln fact", he 
says, "from the camp wc go out to livc not an entire lifc, but an extra 
portion, like the piece of bread they used to pin on to thc main ration 
with a pine-twig, to make up the weight; it was part of the ration. but 
a separate bit". 
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As he cmbarks on this lillle additional piccc of life, frcshly offered 
to him as a prescnt, Oleg gocs to thc Zoo. Dragging his greasy, s
corchcd, and bullct-riddled kitbag, burdencd by his own bclongings, 
but above all, fee ling hcavy with the rccollcction of thc days of detcn
tion and illncss, Oleg bccomcs aware of thc animals' lifc - thcmselves 
detaincd and cxposed therc, for the visitors' cntcrtainmcnt - asin a 
bittcr fablc. What strikcs him at thc Zoo entrance is the differcnt be
havior of two captive animals. On the right sidc, a ram with curved 
horns stood on a towering rock, on the edge of a prccipice. Thosc 
watching him to sec how he would slip down, had lost all hopc of wit
nessing thc fall of thc dignified animal, who was standing straight and 
motionless on thc smooth rock as if the goat had been a continuation 
of thc rock itself: on thc opposite side of the path, a squirrel was strug
gling in a cage surrounded by people. lnside thc cage, there was a trec 
tnmk with branches sprcading oul at the top, and there was a whcel 
and along the inside rim were tixed crosspieces, so that thc whole rim 
was in faci an endless ladder. Oblivious of thc trec and the slcndcr 
branchcs up ahove, thc squirrcl had choscn the wheel, heing prohahly 
attractcd hy the i llusion of sham activity and movcment. It had proha
bly hegun hy running up the rungs oul of curiosity. Now, the squirrel's 
russct hody and smoky-red tai I unfurlcd in an arc of mad galloping, 
failing to climh at least one rung. There was no externai force in the 
cage to stop that wheel: there was no power of 1-cason to make the 
squirrel understand: "'Stop. it's all in vain!" On his way oul. Oleg, 
stopped for a long while in front of an empty cage on the labei of \\·hich 
they had written: Macuc11s Rlwrns. A notice nailed to the plywood 
read: "'The littlc monkey that used to live here was blinded because of 
the scnsclcss cruelty of one of the visitors. An cvil man threw tohacco 
thc M acacus-Rhessus 's eycs". 

Wc will find thesc simple words in thc last scntcnce of thc novei 
too: "An cvil man thrcw tobacco in thc macaque-rhesus·s cycs. Just 
like that..."* 

During the thirty years of communism that followed, in a country 
like Romania wherc thc Samizdat did not work, I oftcn reread, in mo
mcnts of despair, the ever-growing ycllow pages of my notebook that 
hid insidc thc rough translation of a book that scems to have deeply 

* Thc English , crsion oi' thc qualations from Sol1hcnilsyn \ 1101 el is ba,ed 011 thc l'r1gli,h tran,lation 
( ·,111n'r lliml. Pinguin llook. I 96X- I %9_ 
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clarified, more than any other book, the roots of the totalitarian sys
tem and the secret of human behaviour in crucial situations. Maybc 
for this reason, in December, 1989, I was startled for a moment by thc 
coal-scribbled words on the cement pedestal in Romana Square: ··011 
Christmas we just have our portion of liberty". How can we then cope 
with this additional portion that is provided to us now? 

Scattering Shadows 
Octoher 199 7, Buchc11·e.,·1 

Attracted by the symbolic illustrations of the cover, so familiar to 
those who know and admire Stefan Caltia, I discover on a stand a copy 
of Cancer Ward, in the exccptional translatcd vers ion of Maria Dirn:s
cu and Eugen Uricaru. I devourcd it in one night, going maybe through 
the same thrill that Oleg cxpericnced when listening to thc anxiety-in
spiring opcning of Tchaikovsky's !Vth Symphony. The mus ic madc 
him fee! that he rccovered his cycsight after years of blindncss, but 
that made him fear that what his eyes saw rnight rcally exist. 

I thought that in the rnesh of individual destinies which through 
their mixture - give rise to pcople's tlows, onc can often find the im
ages that Oleg himself might havc scen at thc Zoo, imagcs that cannot 
pass unnoticed to those who, during their own livcs, had expericnccd 
the same lesson of pain and son-ow. 

Maybe thcse images of thc vanishing shadows wcnt on obscssing 
Solzhenytsyn when he gol his additional portion of fi-cc Iite and tried to livc 
it diflerem(,·, în his American journey, then later, on his retum to Russia, af
ter thc fall of communism. And maybc, if Kostoglotov, whom he had lch 
in the luggagc compartment while thc train took him through the cndlcss 
lands of Russia, squatted, his face plungcd into thc scorched kitbag, full ol 
thc already dry loavcs of bread for the joumcy, will raise his head for onc 
minute, wc shall recognize Solzhenitsyn 's anxiety-drivcn face. And into 
the depth of his eyes wc shall see, just for onc sole moment, the destiny ol 
those who in '89 caught thc last car of a train hcading for a diftcrcnt lile. 

Purgatory 
May, 16. 1999 

I was on my way to Paris again, on a sţate visit to a fricndly 
France. My gift for the City Hali in Paris was a work made by a con
temporary Romani an artist, Anton Ratiu. Thc work of art is call ed P11r
gato1:-i,·. My trip took me from Eastcrn Europe to Western Europe and, 
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in the mcantime, I askcd my aide to place the small piece of sculpture 
on the working table in the presidcntial plane. I had time enough to 
take a long, attentive look at it. 

Thc sculpture featurcs a human being caught betwecn two blocks, 
desperately trying to work his way out using thc very narrow slip in
betwcen. Just above the fragile human being, there is a big, heavy 
cube, in a precarious equilibrium. Nobody can ever know what any 
artist really thought when he created a work of art. Nevertheless, I 
viewcd the bronzc statue as a tel ling symbol of the strain dominating 
us while climbing the transition Golgotha, and desperately trying tos
pare our efforts lest we should get crashed under those blocks press
ing us from around or the weights hanging above our heads. 

It was a beautiful day. From up there, at an altitude of I 0,000 m 
evcrything scemed calm and bright. 
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THE HOUSE AND THE ROAD 

The House ofthe People 
Dff<!mh<!r 1989, Buchuresl 

ln bookshop windows one can see, arrangcd in compact rows as 
for a march, issucs of Nicolae Ceausescu: Romania on thc Socialist 
Road. ln the ncw "civic" ccntcr of the country's capital, a largL' 
boulcvard namcd "Thc Victory of Socialism". is bordcrcd on hoth 
sidcs by massivc, idcntical, ohscssivcly rcpcatcd blocks of tlats. Al 
the cnd of thc boulcvard a hugc building is pcrchcd: Thc Housc or 
thc Pcoplc. Thc grcatcst administrative edifice of thc world - as thcy 
proudly call it - is rcady to bccomc thc rcsidcncc of thc leadeJ" o/gc-
11i11s. Al thc cnd of thc ycar. within but a fcw days. a great wavc or 
changc swccps away thc symbols which scemcd to last forcvcr. Thc 
ncw cffigics, lh<! Sociulisl Ro(I(/ and !he /fousc o/the PrnJJI<!, disap
pcar. What is lcft of thcm arc only thc mctaphors from timc oul of 
mind: !he rooJ and the house . 

.Jw111urr I 990. The Ho11se o/ !he PeoJJ/e 
Ccauscscu's rcgimc is about to bccomc history. Or al !cast this 

is what thcy say. lt is bcing announccd that Thc Housc of thc Pco
plc is open for thc public. Togcthcr with an ex fcllow student. who 
now livcs in Paris but has come to Romania, I visit this place that I 
haven 't cvcn drcamt of cver entcring. Pcoplc arc qucuing bcca11sc 
thc number of visitors coming from all ovcr thc country is immcnsc. 
On thc way out wc sec a book of impressions where wc can writc 
down our opinion. I finger with much interes\ the first real opinion 
poli in dccades. Thc views cxprcsscd hcrc show a cicar-cut distinc
tion betwccn a minority who consider this palacc an architectural 
cycsorc, an cxprcssion of thc totalitarian spirit. and an ovcrwhclm
ing majority of 90<½> who proudly acknowlcdgc it as a symbol of na
tional creativity. 

This is the first fissure in the wall of an edifice which really ap
peared in December '89: Our House - Romania. 
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Screens and Masks 
Julr 1990 

The first democratic parliamentary and presidential elcctions in 
almost half a ccntury of communist dictatorship cnd with thc crushing 
victory of FSN (The Front of National Salvation) by 67% of thc votcs, 
and of its candidate, by 85% of thc votcs. The defcat of the two his
torical ccnter-right parties PNT (The National Peasant Party) and PNL 
(Thc National Liberal Party), and of their candidates Ion Ratiu and 
Radu Campeanu, is equally severe: 2.56% PNT, 6.41 ''.Ic> PNL, 4.29% 
Ion Ratiu and I 0.64% Radu Campeanu. FSN is a party led by thc 
members of the ex-nomcnclaturc, by the cx-activists of thc Commu
nist Party and by the peoplc of Ccauscscu 's former politica I powcr. 
The elected Presicknt is an ex-Secretary of the Central Committee of 
PCR (Thc Romanian Communist Party), an ex-minister in Ceauses
cu 's government, an ex-Prime Secretary in the local government he 
has been an activist and a member of thc PCR nomenclaturc all his 
lifc. Wc are the only country in Central and South-Eastern Europe 
where the ex-communists kecp thcir powcr through clcctions. The 
pcoplc has clccted in frec dections, bcing well aware of thc situation. 
Profcssor Radu Florescu from thc Uni\'ersity of Boston who has becn 
invited as monitor from thc USA, visits mc al thc Rector's Office and 
tells me how much order and discipline he has secn in the constituen
cics. I ask him wherc he wcnt. ln the centre of the Capital and in Pra
hova Yallcy he tclls me. I think that, if nced be, the democrats could 
have evcn won there. Of coursc, no onc was hurt, threatened or kil led. 
Thc Wcsterncrs are happy. I have no doubt about it that, whatever thc 
choice of thc pcoplc, thc Govcrnment and the Police, made up of the 
old members from the time of Ceauscscu 's regimc, would have made 
Ion Iliescu and FSN win. But they did not nced to work too much on 
it sincc it was the people who elccted thcm. 

How can one find out what millions of pcople know, think, want 
orcan do, or, on the contrary, what they do not know, arc not intcrcst
ed in, do not want or cannot do? The claim to speak in thc namc of the 
people, of the nation, is justified to a ccrtain extent in the representa
tive democracies, which offer at least oncc every four years, a real pos
sibility of sanctioning by vote and allow permanent expression of dis
agreement with the official opinions through politica! opposition and 
an active civil society. 
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The Communists did not bothcr too much about individual opin
ions, not even about the collective ones. Ceausescu 's decis ion to elim
inate the departments of sociology and psychology within the univcr
sities, to do away with the psychologists' jobs within the companies, 
and generally speaking, with the sociologic research, has clearly 
shown how far the paranoia of the totalitarian system has gone. Thcre 
were no alternatives for an immovable public opinion. But no on can 
deny the fact that, immediately after the Revolution, both on the per
sonal but mainly on the group leve), almost everybody fel] a prey to 
the illusion of considering themselves representatives of a smaller or 
larger category of people. 

ln the University Square we all shouted desperately "We are thc 
people!". But the people were elsewhere. They were watching on TV 
images which were well processed by the old manipulation experts 
and the answer they were to give through the clections was a painful 
one for the supporters of democracy. 

While other intellectuals grew disappointcd and stepped back in 
abeyance or pessimistic considerations under thc cold showcr of reali
ty, with the respect of the academic towards the scientific profession 
and qualification, I addressed the sociology and psychology expcrts, 
in an attempt to understand what was going on. Alin Teodorescu, Ioan 
Mihailescu, Lazar Vlasceanu and Dumitru Sandu, cx-fellow studcnts, 
were my first teachers of sociologica) research techniques and mainly 
of interpreting the first opinion polls and sociologic analyses which 
were then put together little by little. Thcy helpcd mc understand that 
investigating the opinions of the members of society is crucial for any 
politica) discoursc or program. It is truc, thcy did not warn me that 
consequently, the growing interes I of thc populat ion in these opinion 
polis will lead to their manipulation for politica! purposes. 

The Riot of Brick.'i 
lui_\' - Septemher I 9<J] 

I have been elected to run for the presidential elections as candi
date of the Democratic Convention. I have neither money nor logis
tics, nor experience. I have one solution: to build my vision and my 
electoral program on the basis of a direct contact with the people. 

Ali of a sudden I find myself in the position to address directly the 
tens of thousands of people who fi li to the brim the squares in the c
ities, or indirectly, through television, the millions of viewers. I am 
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aware that a strategy of change, tailored for the people cannot avoid 
symbols: people do not rcad the politica I programs of the parties and 
are not impressed by speeches about the theoretical aspects of the ide
ologies. For five months I travel through big and small cities, towns 
and villages. I speak and I speak ... But I also listen, which will prove 
much more important later. Rc-reading my speeches from that time in 
many of them I find the so common metaphors of the house and the 
road, as a somewhat nai"vc obsession. However by using those sym
bols I tried to draw a line betwcen thc bookish views, based exclusive
ly on the seduction of the metaphor and a pragmatic view based on a 
new reality: the diversity and divcrgence of interests of these people 
who discovercd that they were thinking different thoughts, dreaming 
different drcams, that they had different capacitics and possibilities. 
The differcnces made cven by the communist rol Ier for forty-five years 
are now surfacing. 

The two months and a half in the summer of 1992 in which I trav
eled through big and small Romanian cities, towns and villages, have 
been another school of lifc to mc. A school of the life of others. 

I havc rcalized that, during the transition period, one does not build 
the 11e11· house on wastc land, nor can the o/J house be pulled down to 
be built up again from thc foundation. Wc must accept the fact that 
this common housc cannot be cvacuated while it is being rebuilt. lt is 
being restorcd with the people living in it and to the extent to which 
thcy grant access in their own apartments, agree to the transforrnations 
of the common space and the common equipmcnt, or not. My long 
personal experience of living in a block of tlats has taught me how 
difficult contributing to the common maintenance expenses is, espe
cially those for capital repairs. lt is easy to see that in this situation an 
agrcement on investment and contribution is difficult to reach. 

I am still very happy with the metaphor in my mind when my eyes 
rest on an ironically polemic opinion about the metaphor of the house. 
Alexandr Zinoviev is the onc drawing the line: "Building a society 
and building a house are two different things. When one builds a 
house, one lays the brick in its proper place with the certainty that it 
will stay there long enough. But imagine some bricks endowed with 
conscience and will, able to move, change their shape and dimen
sions, destroy each other and form new bricks, driven by the will to 
rise to the upper floors and push the other bricks aside. What would 
such a house look like?" 
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I bear in mind this eloquent irony al using some engineering pal
lerns which lhc builder in me is sometimes temptcd to use, but I fecl 
lhat the meaning is deeper than that. Bold projects which involve peo
ple 's life take different shapes with different persons. 

How much must onc try to understand and where does one stop 
understanding anything at all? 

Foot Wraps Made of Silk 
April 2002, Craim·u 

On the way to Banat, where I am invited to participate in thc a11-
niversary of the Timisoara Societ_r, I spe11d a few hours in the capital 
of Oltenia. A few quiet moments in the atmosphere of thc paintings. s
culpturcs but most of all in thc atmosphcrc of the Art Muscum of 
Craiova, of which I have many old memorics. I havc not announccd 
anyo11c of my coming, it is just another day of the week, around 110011 
and the museum seems descrled. A fler a fcw mi11utes, Doctor Paul 
Rezea11u suddenly comcs in. He is thc director of lhc must.:um, an old 
acquaintance of mine. During our student years -- he studied History, I 
studied Geology - wc uscd to work as tourist guides for ONT. U11likc 
the cxpcrts in food, accommodation and drivers-relationship wc werc 
mainly intcrcstcd with making and prcscnting the matcrials for thc cul
tural-historical itincrarics. 

This building brings many memories back to me. It is also knuwn 
as The Jean Mihail Pa/ace. l do not know whether it is truc that walls 
can talk, but anyway, Paul Rczcanu kncw how lo listcn to thcm and 
now he knows almost evcrything about lhc building. The Romanians 
have always had a special inclinatio11 towards crccting sumptuous 
buildings whcnever they could afford it. Thc story of this extraordi-
11ary house begins in the first years of thc lasl ccntury, when it was 
built according to the plans of the Frc11ch architcct Jean Gottcreau, for 
one of the richest people of Romania al that time, Constantin Mihail, 
who wanted to havc an occidental rcsidence. For the building of thc 
house the best materials were used and highly qualified builders from 
abroad worked at it. The plaster work, most of which is gilded, the 
Veni ce mirrors, the painted ccilings, thc columns and staircases of Car
rara marble, the Murano chandelicrs, the walls covered in Lyon silk, 
the woodwork, the ironwork, the furniture brought from France used 
to create, and they still do, an atmosphcre of elegance and rcfinement. 
Its history is a strange one. When it was almost finished, Constantin 
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Mihail died lcaving the house and his cnormous fortune to his two sons 
Nicolae and Jean. His elder son, Nicolae, wasted his share of inheri
tance in France and then he retired as a monk in a Franciscan convent 
wherc he spent the last ycars of his life. The younger son, Jean, who 
constantly increased his fortune and became one of the richest men in 
the country, if not from this region of the continent, used to live in on
ly one room of the palace which in winter time was often not heated. 
When he died in 1936, unmarried and without heirs, he left behind an 
immense fortune: real estate, land, money, securities, jewelry. He do
nated everything to the Romanian state on the condition of setting up 
a foundation to wind up his fortune by se I ling small pieces of land to 
the peasants for low prices and with the money thus raised to build 
schools, cultural institutions in villages, a model maternity hospital, 
an agricultural superior school in Craiova, and to give dowry to the 
poor girls. Before the will was carried out troublesome times came 
over - the war, the soviet occupation, and the communists came to 
power. In 1948 the communists abusively dissolved all the founda
tions giving their funds ovcr to the state ownership. 

The housc received important guests: King Carol I, King Ferdi
nand and King Michael. In 1939, Ignacy Moszcicky, the President of 
Poland Stayed there together with his family and Marshall Edouard 
Szmigly, the chief commander of the Polish anny Headquarters. They 
all found refuge in Romani a after Poland 's invasion by the Nazi troops 
till the refuge in London. 

Not all the guests of the house were received here out of hospital
ity: during the First World War this was the headquarters of the Ger
man High Command for Oltenia, and during the Second World War, 
the headquarters of the Command of the 53rd Soviet Army. 

I stop a while in the conference room where I had met the uni
versity professors and intellectuals in Craiova severa) times when I 
was the chairman of the Roman ian Council of Rectors. lt is a splen
did hali which can scat more than I 00 people, known by a rather 
highly-tlown name: the Hali of Mirrors. But if we are to think about 
the historic events which took place in this room in 1940 - the Ro
manian-Bulgarian negotiations which caused Romania to cede the 
South Dobrudja; or in 1944 - the agreement between the National 
Committee of Liberation of Yugoslavia and the Country's Front of 
Bulgaria, which ended the war between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria 
and allowed the Bulgarian troops to fight against the Nazi troops on 
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the Yugoslav territory, then the comparison with the famous Hali in 
Versailles no longer seems so far fctched. Joseph Broz Tito, who 
lived hcrc for five weeks, led the operations of liberation of Bel
grade using the logistics of the Soviet troops. At the end of the war, 
the house became the center of the Oltenia Regional Organization 
of the Roman ian Communist Party. "Maybe it was better this way 
for thus the Palace was not destroyed as it happencd with hundreds 
and thousands of other splendid buildings al) over Romania" - I say 
to Paul Rezeanu. "It is true but maybe not entirely" - admits thc di
rector who remembers two friends in Craiova, a writer and an artist, 
who were in their revolutionary youth, brigade mcmbcrs on the Y
outh Building Site in Bumbesti-Livezeni. Thcy told him how thcy 
had been gathered in the room on thc first floor to bc arranged in 
columns and take over the equipment. After they gave them thc 
overalls, helmets and boots they realized they had forgotten the foot 
wraps. Then the party reprcsentative looked around and ordered thc 
Lyon silk tobe rippcd off the walls, torn into strips and madc into 
foot wraps. The order was carried oul. With little effect, howcver, 
becausc bcfore the glorious marching column reached thc outskirts 
of Craiova, thc fine silk had slipped off their feet and it took them 
severa) days to heal thc wounds caused by the boots. 

The story of this housc, nevertheless, has a happy-ending. As I told 
before, it did not share the fate of hundrcds of other palaccs and their art 
treasures, which wcrc dcstroyed during the communist time. Perhaps no 
other communist regimc in the countries of Central and South-Eastern 
Europe, including Russia, had handled its national heritagc in such a 
criminal way, blindly plundering and destroying it or illcgally carrying 
it to diffcrent places of the world. Vastcr than robbery was the stupidity 
of the new govemors and their hatred towards evcrything they could not 
understand. The boyars' mansions in Transylvania, Oltenia, Banat and 
the other Romani an provinces - after thc cxpropriation of their owners' 
fortuncs, who had only been allowed to take some luggage in a wagon 
-- were turned into centres of the soviet-like Sovhozs. Some of them 
were used as stablcs for cattle. Baroque style palaces in Transylvania 
were turned into collecting centres for agricultural products. Wagons 
cntered the palacc halls directly. After they kindlcd the fire with pagcs 
tom from collections of valuable books, the new inhabitants fostered it 
with furniture from the 17th - 18th centuries of Occidental Europe. A 
fellow student în Brasov told me how he recovcrcd a rare edition of the 
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work of Erich Jekelius from a gypsy woman who used the pages to make 
comet bags for selling suntlower seeds. 

The Good Guys and the Bad Guys 
May 2002, ASPEC, Magheru Blvd. 

On OTV, Dan Diaconescu 's guest is a talented torturer, as the title 
in the right upper corner of the TV screen tells us. The characteriza
tion belongs to the guest himself, who gave this title to the book which 
shifted him in the center of attention: The Memorie.\' of a Talented Tor
turer. As a quarter master in the Securitate between 1950 - 1980, he 
was a guardian responsible with the education in the forced labor 
camps in Poarta Alba and Periprava. Despite his age, he is lively, high
spirited; he has an excellent memory and is very well informed. He 
talks easily about the prisoners he had to deal with, many of whom are 
great personalities of the inter-war and post-war intellectual elite. 
Whcn asked if he has any regrets he serenely says he has no regrets 
whatsoever and that, should he have to, he would do it all over again. 

20 June 2002, "Noi" Bookshop 
The book of Marius Oprea The Banali~,·<~( Evit. A History <~f the 

Securitate in Document.\· 1949 - 1989. 
The people of my age remember that the first symbols of commu

nism were the National huilding sites. Volunteering brigade members 
dressed in ovcralls werc splitting the mountains in Salva-Viseu, 
Bumbesti-Livezen:, Bicaz. They were building new huts and districts. 
The alternative was a simple one. The good guys were building the fu
ture singing Up 1r1"ith ir! ; for the bad guys a different kind of houses 
were built: the prison-houses of silent death, and a different kind of 
building sites: the Danube-Black Sea Channel, Periprava, the forced 
labor camps, they too, national ones, unfortunately. 

As we can see, the then good guys and bad guys too participate in 
the building of the new house of post communist transition: the ex
PCR activists and ex-Securitate agents live on the upper floors; most 
of those call ed "enemies of the people" - in the basement, where they 
lie buried. 

It is the Christian tradition to lay a fragment of the earthly remains 
of martyrs at the foundation of a new building. I am afraid that for the 
house of the post-communist transition most of the people do not even 
think ofit. 
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The Toi/ Highway 
Jamw,~,· I 997, Dm•o.,· 

A face-to-face talk with Gyula Horn, the Hungarian Prime Minis
ter. He does not ha ve a very nice face. Nor is the C. V. that I ha ve re
cei ved very encouraging as far as his past is concerned. But I cannot 
forget (and in 1996, in Lisbon, I could sec that thc Occident did not 
forget) that, as opposed to Ion Iliescu whose "dissidcncc" surfaced 
"after" Ceausescu's removal, Horn played an important part in the fall 
of the Berlin Wali, accepting to open on the Hungarian territory a "road 
of freedom" for those who were massively emigrating from the East
ern Germany to the Federal Germany in '89. Besidcs, Hclmut Kohl 
told me in his downright way that Gcrmany will support Hungary any 
time, both economically and politically, for this gcsture. This is a first 
lesson to learn. On the way of post communist transition, just as on 
the initiatory way of Prince Charming to frec the kingdom from thc 
tyranny of the Bad Dragon, the "good dccds" arc latcr on repa id by 
help in time of need. 

Gyula Horn warns me of the di fficultics of thc rcform. The Social
ists, who came to power after four years of right-wing govcrning, only 
expect to be successful in the last year of their tcrm. In the third ycar, 
the protesters reached as far as the stairs of thc Government building. 
Approaching a key issue of our relationships, a highway to continue on 
the Romanian territory the Vienna - Budapest highway, which in 1997 
was extended beyond Budapest and comes close to the Romanian bor
der, Gyula Horn surprisingly friendly warns me not to make the same 
mistake as the Hungarian Government, who patcntcd thc building of the 
highway to an transnational company without ncgotiating the conditions 
of use. When the highway was ready the company introduced a vcry 
high toll, which makes it less used because many transporters prefer us
ing Hungary's regular roads, which are in fact wcll preserved. 

So, I say to myself, using the metaphor of the road is not less com
plicated. When talking about choosing the direction of the development 
of a society, everybody thinks of a highway or a fast railway. When talk
ing about the European and North Atlantic integration, people think of a 
transcontinental superhighway, sometimes even a mega airport from 
where giant planes take off. My vast experience as a gcologist prospec
tor has shown me that in Romania things are totally different. I had seen 
narrow paths linking isolated villages, dusty country roads, eroded coun-
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ty roads, worn-out railways and God forsaken stations. The question is 
how to connect a highway to this complicated net of roads and paths? 
On the other hand, even if the highway will be built in the short term, 
will be modem and operating, it will undoubtedly bea toll highway. How 
many people will be willing to pay the toll and how many will prefer to 
use the by-roads, which are of a poorer quality but can offer cheaper ac
cess, and where the old agreements between local authorities and popu
lation work according to ancient customs? 

The City of Change 
April 1998, Victoria Avenue 

I decided that at least twice a week I should walk to work, allow
ing myself time to talk with the passers-by that might stop me on the 
route between Square Victoria and the Cotroceni Palace. My duties as 
Prcsident have radically reduced my direct contact with people. Most
ly, it is limitcd to reading and writing correspondence sent to the Pres
ident, which, bulky though it may be, represents mostly a certain cate
gory of people - the petitioners. For the others - I have to rely on oth
er people 's opinions. And one can teii this. On one of these occasions, 
I noticc on a counter a book, whose title is, at least to me, very appeal
ing, The Face.,· of'Change. Leafing through it, I am impressed with the 
manner in which Romanians cope with the challenges of transition. 

The authors, ninc cnthusiastic PhD students in sociology, turn a spe
cial ized study, based on specific methods of analysis and interpretation, 
into an interesting and tempting book. That is why their names are worth 
remembering: Ionica Bcrevoescu, Dan Chiribuca, Mircea Comsa, Nar
cisa Grigorescu, Andra and Sebastian Lazaroiu, Marilena Pana, Lucian 
Pop and Sofia Stanciulescu. Thcy have found a way to team how each of 
us deals with everyday issues, or, in othcr words, what Romania Iooks 
like at the bottom, viewed from the windows of each family's house. Giv
ing up on the classical method of imposing on the subjects the choice 
from among severa) variants, the authors allow them the freedom to 
choose themselves the most appropriate words to describe today's Ro
mania, while they simply try to read behind these words, some of them 
newly-created during the transition period. 

I find in their book my lifetime obsessions: the liouse, the road, 
the role of words, of the imaginary, the mentalities and the motiva
tions, and especially the attempt to leam what )ies behind the statistics 
or the election percentages. 
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Blocks of Fiat.-, and Lodgers 
199N, Pqj11ra District 

Visiting the Iugas' 'from the fifth floor', our A3 block neighbors 
for decades and good friends in <lire times. Our children grew up to
gether, we lent money, oii and petrol to each other when in need, we 
shared the meat, the wine and the plum brandy we brought from the 
countryside, we exchanged books and tapes and we sharcd the same 
ideas and needs. Garofita and Mihai don't appear to have changed, 
and neither does their tlat. I Jet myself sink in the old comfortable arm
chair below the shelf full of books. lt is the right timc for an unexpect
cd 'good evening' to other neighbors in the B block: Balcu and An
dries 'from the ninth', Matei 'from the sixth' ... 

On going there, I had left thc escort cars and thc SPP bchind. on 
the first main street, in order to walk down the alley between the 
blocks. I soon had the first shock. I had asked Lis. the City Mayor, and 
George Pădure, the I st District Mayor, to stop the ho Ies in the alley. 
They had promised to do it. The holes are still thcrc. They lied to mc. 
How many other promises did they not fulfill'? In thc parking lot a
mong the blocks, the same 'evening gathcring'. Former neighbors. 
once Central Committee chauffeurs, who used to help mc when my 
Dacia broke down, are now retired or working in the SPP for the Gov
ernment. We shake hands and talk for a while: the holes are not men
tioned. 

White going up in the elevator with scribblcd walls, I recall the 
nights of 21-24 Dccember 1989, whcn wc could hear shooting coming 
from evcrywhcrc and thc mcn in thc B block neighbors for fiftcen 
years, who now spoke for thc first time - wcnt down to guard the ·en
trance hali': engineers running back home from the works or thc site. 
Securitate officers, who had been guarding thc rcsidcnccs of officials 
of the Central Committee of the former Communist Party and werc 
now out of work, Sean te ia and Romani a Liheru journalists, workcrs 
in the district's printing house, teachcrs, studcnts, pupils ... Wc had 
gathered together to guard the block from 'terrorists'. li was just I ike 
in party and union meetings: Who is for? Who is against? Who ab
stains? Unanimously ... A few months latcr, in May '90, things had al
ready changed a bit. Cristian 'from the first', second Iicutenant and 
the chauffeur of a Securitate colonel is still a chauffeur, but works for 
the SRI, andin his spare time is a partner in his ex-boss's firm IMPEX 
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SRL. Perfectly adapted to the new reality, while helping me to start 
my Dacia, he inforrns me that we work in the same place. He tells mc 
with cunningjoviality: "In the moming, I pick up my new bosses frorn 
home and take them to Intercontinental. Some go up to the 21 st floor. 
to 'filming', others put on jeans and T-shirts and go down in thf 
Square, mingie with the protesters and shout heartily: "Down with thf 
Communists!", while others indicate whom they should film. I sa\\ 
you in the film, too. You wcre in the Balcony. You looked good". 

Unseen, though impossible to cross, boundaries separate thc flat~ 
in our block and even members of the same family. That's why nowa
days Romania Libera and Adevaru/ journalists write about the same 
event in a different way, engineers have diffcrent opinions about the 
'people 's property', workers and teachers alike see life differently, par
ents and children join opposed parties. Old and buried family secrets 
regarding the life, freedom, sufferings or death of granPDarcnts and 
great-granPDarents come to lite, motivating uncxpectcd behaviors. 

Eight years have passed since then, one year and a half since I 
moved out of the A3 block, without any bad or embarrassing memory. 
The visit to the Iugas' made me feel good. The same open hearts. They 
didn 't make mc fecl bad for not calling on thcm for such a long time 
or for not being able to see them too often from now on either. Fate 
has given me friends that arc better than me. It 's already dark outside 
when I lcavc. In thc A I, A2 and A3 blocks, thc bluc light of TV sets is 
glowing in the windows and you can hear the voicc of thc News' an
chor. I hear my name in a sentence fired away with machine-gun 
specd. This moming I presented a message about the reform. I tried to 
say some commonsensical things. In one hour's time talk shows begin 
and my poor speech will be tom to pieccs. 

It îs said that if we interpret the opinions of Romanians în 1998, 
in thc City ol Change we can find: a Shadows district, a Hope district 
and a Silence district. Likc all districts, they havc blocks, and thc 
blocks, tlats. 

The Shadows district apparently has the most blocks: the Insecu
rity block with the following flats: uncertainty, instability; the Disor
der block, with the flats: confusion, chaos, disarray; the Flaw block 
with the flats: selfishness, meanness, dallying, dawdling, inefficiency, 
laziness, indifference; the Poverty block with the flats: squalor, priva
tion, hard life; the Catastrophe block, with the flats: disaster, crisis; 
the Corruption block with the flats: lying, theft. 
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In a nicer area, there is the Hope district, in which the Prosperity 
block includes the flats: rewarding, satisfying, democracy, prosperity, 
change, and temporary hardships. 

In the Silence district we find the Clueless block full of' I don 't 
know · flats. It is only one huge block with apparently identica) flats, 
with drawn curtains. 

The Jnhabitants, once very much alike, begin to differentiate them
selves from the others in choosing a specific way to maintain or, per
haps, improve their social standing. The alternative of getting much 
money introduces new charactcrs with differcnt attitudes and litc 
styles: the purchaser, interestcd in purchasing commodities, thc de
positor - interested in keeping his money safe, the speculator - intcr
ested in changing money to obtain additional profit, the entreprenew 
- interested in setting up a business, and the donor - interested in hei p
ing people or institutions. As for the last of thcm, expcrience makcs 
me doubt his existence. I am certain that these social types seldom ap
pear as such, but they teii us a lot about the life style the social catc
gory they represent could adopt whcn in dire need. 

So, the masses of pcople facing refonn arc ncither amorphous, nor 
uniform, and, in different life stratcgies, the best-developcd attitudc is 
that favorable or reserved towards property. 

The Travelers, who can be active and efficient on thcir road to pri
vatization, are people who sharc some of the characteristics of cntrc
preneurs or speculators, whilc thosc travelers sharing features with thc 
purchaser, the depositor or thc donor would rathcr have survival solu
tions. Apart from them, you can 't ignore the largc category of hcsitat
ing peoplc, who, for the time bcing, arc ncither for, nor against thc 
markct economy. Howcvcr, if thcy hcsitatc, that docsn 't mean thcy 
don 't think about it. 

Contentment, satisfaction is to a largc cxtent intlucnced by each 
person's assets, income and fortune. Yet, I can still feel that all are al
so influenced by that subjectivity \Ve know and dcscribc so well in thc 
phrase 'to keep up with the Jonese.,· ·, which continues to influence all 
social categories. You have a modest income; you are not satisfied with 
what you possess if you don 't have a colored TV, and your neighbor 
does. You have a large income, but you don 't consider yourself rich 
even if you own a summer cottage and a car, because you saw on TV 
that most Americans have these things. In 1990, when the first cahle 
TV offers appeared in our block, nobody hesitated. Neither thosc 
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behind with their rate payments, nor those who borrowed money to 
buy bread. TV sets were turncd to face the Western world. The news 
is mainly about the United Statcs, and seldom and only to a small ex
tent about The United Kingdom, France or Germany. Nothing on the 
neighboring countries. Comparisons are drawn, somehow naturally, u
nilaterally. Romanians know very well what Iife is Iike in the United 
States, but they know almost nothing about life in Ukraine, our neigh
bor country. 

Of course, there is also a conclusion to this: if the markct econo
my has made people live a better life, that life we see on TV that peo
ple live in the United States or Germany, many think that they should 
be ablc to rapidly acquire thc samc houses, cars, salaries, even if few 
of them are willing to work as much as the Americans or the Germans. 

The Heirs are Knocking at The Door 
June 1999, Cotroceni 

I received in the Ambassadors' Room a delegation of a newly 
founded Students' Association, which had just cal led a strike. Their 
leader, a wcll-off young man, with many personal cars and many years 
of failed exams, declarcd that the University staff has refused to 'al
low us to use our balcony'. I Jet him finish his speech, and then I asked 
somc of thc young men present therc: · How old wcrc you and where 
werc you on Dccembcr 21 st and in May-Junc 1990'?' Thcy gavc mc 
prompt answcrs: 'Wc were in Vaslui, Zalau, Oltenita ... we wcre 12, 
13, 14 ycars old'. I smilcd. Spontancous and intclligcnt, my interlocu
tors smiled too. We tacitly lct thc issue of our ha/con_\· go. 

It is not hard to see why investigating the young generat ion 's prob
lems is difficult, but nccessary. When we build or restorc a house, we 
can 't omit to think of thosc who will livc in this house in the fu ture, 
those who will inherit it. When we design and build a road, we do it 
thinking of those who will use it someday. 

Oh Train, My Own Car 
Octoher 1991, North Sta/ion 

Mothcr called from Brădet to teii me about the final preparations 
for father's nine-month commemoration. The engine of my Dacia has 
broken down again, so I will have to travel by train. I can still recall 
countless journeys by train between Pitesti and Bucharest, beginning 
with October '56, when I first came to university to Bucharest. The 
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old railway, built right after thc Firsl World War, has always had its 
special place in Romanian folklorc. ln my youth, the songs mostre
quested on the radio werc thosc of Maria Lataretu: In the Leordeni 
Station and Oh Train, My Oim Car. At weddings, baptisms and par
ties we sang: Oh train, my own car. ; Where are you taking Ionica / 
From Craiova to Pitesti / And then southwards to Bucuresti / - accom
panied by the curse of those lcft behind at home - Oh, train, may all 
your screws / presently becomc all loose ... 

Father, who came from a family with nine children, living close to 
Craiova, and whom everybody called ·Ionica' back home, at Motoci, 
was a telling image of these sociologica I displacements în the period 
between the two wars. He was chronologically the third and the sec
ond male child in the family, whom the tcacher appreciated in class 
for his perspicacity and desirc to lcarn. and thcrcforc, was scnt to thc 
Buzesti Brothers High School in Craiova: afterwards, he came to 
Bucharest to build a career. For a while, he worked as a clerk and at 
the same time attended Law School. He was granted a scholarship for 
peasants' children at the Agronomic Institute in Bucharest, founded 
by Ionescu-Sisesti, from which he graduated in I 934; he was then sent 
to work as an engineer in Transylvania and then in Bessarabia. Ac
cording to the Oltenian custom, thc first male-bom child became the 
head of the family. When their fathcr dicd. Costica, thc cldest, who 
had stayed at Motoci, rapidly took his place. In order not to waste the 
land they had received as a resuit of thc agrarian refonn after the 1916 
war, the boys would leave thc village and go to work in the city, leav
ing the land to their sisters as dowry. Fathcr supported the second 
brother, Ilie, helping him finish his studics al the School of Arts and 
Crafts, and then the third, Marin, hclping him graduate from the A
cademy of Economic Studics. ln timc. two of thc sisters, Ana and Con
stanta, gol married and moved to Bucharest, in the Ferentari district. 
wherc those coming from Oltenia had huilt their houses with gardcns 
and "American" wells, according to thc customs of their villages of o
rigin. Their husbands, Virgiliu and Gheorghe, worked for the 1TB 
(Tramway Company). They, together with aunt Marioara, who had s
tayed behind at Motoci had becn forced to give up her land to the com
munity, seriously improved in the communist period the autobiogra
phy more or less compromised on my mother·s side. My father's par
ents, Grigore and Smaranda had not been poor. My grandfather was a 
mii Ier and one of my uncles, thc liberal mayor of Mischii. Grandma 
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Smaranda, nee Cumpana"u, came from a well-off family in Craiova. 
The principie that governed birth rate in Banat," each family with one 
child" and which kept the land in the family, was contradicted by the 
high birth rate in Oltenia which constantly undennined it, driving the 
young generation to the cities or to less populatcd areas, such as Do
brudja. Their path in life, marked by the energy and ambition of youth, 
played an important role in the homogenization of United Romania 
after World War I. The power of traditions a Iso influenced the expres
sion of national identity. When I came to Bucharest in "56, thc Olte
nians still met to dance the scirha in Pui"or Squarc on Sundays, and 
thcy strictly prescrved their customs until they moved to blocks in 
great numbers. 

Trains came to Bucharest not only from Oltenia but also from 
Transylvania. One of thosc trains brought my mother's father, Emil 
Colceag, who came from a family of shepherds in Satu Lung, with nu
merous sheep. He had decided to come to Bucharest to answer thc 
Transylvanians' need for knowledge. The eldest brother, Neculai Col
ceag. former teacher at thc Sincai High School, has his name cngraved 
in the marblc panel of the high school foundcrs. He left in his will thc 
housc and land in Satu Lung for the high school to usc it as studcnts' 
summer camp. The other five brothers a Iso bui lt carcers that were very 
impressivc for thosc timcs. 

This hugc migration of the population in the inter-war period be
twecn created an intellectual elite, marked the beginnings of the small 
bourgeoisie, merchants and craftsmcn, also introducing the first indus
trial workers. This working class rapidly and dramatically embraced 
the rigors of thc industrial discipline whilc craftsmen patiently ad
vanccd from apprcnticc to journcyman to master to owner. 

The communist period was charactcrizcd by ample urbanization, 
the development of the working class and the new intellcctual class. 
But, unfortunately for the fate of Roman ia, alt this took place in a con
text different from the western one, based on private property and cap
italist principles, which, though often harshly, nevertheless introduced 
a type of value selection. Quite often this important process in any na
tion 's life - urbanization and the change in the atmosphere of the vil
lage built on millenary rules of lifc together - occurred as a counter-s
election in communism. We cannot deny the building of blocks and 
factories or mass education, but we see the deficiencies induced by 
the communist mentality. 
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The North Station, dirty as always, is now, unlike the period be
fore 1990, colored by thc dozcns of boutiques chaotically crowded and 
the pcddlars, the new businessmcn. Waiting on the platform for the 
train to Pitesti, I realized that something is nevertheless missing. Al
though it is afternoon, the platform is no longer crowded. I no longerl 

I 

see the sacks full of bread which thc commuters carried from town toi 
the countryside. Suddenly I ask myself "What happened to thcse corn-. 
muters and what happened to commuting in general, one of the most I 
characteristic and a Iso most dramatic phenomena in the communist ! 
period?" The category or class of commutcrs, if we may call it like 
that on account of its numbers in thc communist society, mixed togcth
er teachers, doctors, site enginccrs and workers in town factorics. 
Every week or every day a huge numbcr of people rushed into trai ns 
and buses to cover the long distances from village to town of from 
town to village. Commuting crcatcd and dcstroycd families, ruined 
people's health, turned thcm into travcling objccts. I recall the so
called Bucharest-Pitesti "'evcning journcy", and the Pitesti-Bucharcst 
journey at dawn. I recall thc rush when the train reached the platform, 
more often than not already occupicd at thc cnd of the line in the de
pot by those who had gol up carlicr to rcach thc compartments. Thc 
othcrs were left with the corridors, the stairs and the roofs of the cars, 
during summer. Once in thc train, complex activitics began to unfold: 
pcoplc ate, drank, played poker, somc rcad in impossible positions oth
crs told jokcs and lifc storics. Thc four-hour journcy during which thc 
Pitesti train covered the 116 kilomctcrs, with cndlcss stops at stations 
and small stations, took part of thc lifc of some people who, bcsidcs 
being peasants, workcrs, intcllectuals, wcrc, more importantly, com
mutcrs. 

Right aftcr 1990, commuting suddcnly lost importance. Partly bc
cause obligatory distribution came to an end and interviews were ini
tiated to occupy doctorand teachcr positions. Many preferred to set 
up a small SRL Factories in Bucharcst cut down drastically on their 
activity and the first victims wcrc thc vcry commuters. At the samc · 
time, the even minor recovery of land from the CAPs gave people thc 
possibility of drawing oul somc profit. What has happened to the for
mer commuters? They arc still among us but under diffcrcnt disguis
es. Yet, there is no doubt that the long commuting ycars radically 
marked their mentality. And, without understanding it we' li find it hard 
to understand many of the answcrs pcoplc give to transition. 
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A Railway Station for Two 
Fehrua,~,, 2002, Magheru Bvd. 

Cornel Miclescu brings mea copy of his book Cotroceni. Railway 
Stationfor Two, with a nice autograph in which he mentions that I was 
his Geology teacher. Unfortunatcly, I won't bc able to participate in 
the book launching as I will bc out of the country. The book, which 
takes over the title of a successful 1980 Russian movie and whose cov
er has the ph o tos of the two presidents of thc last decade, is a study of 
thc presidential elections in 1992 and 1996. It is an exccllcnt objective 
analysis, which trics to cxplain thc politica! developmcnts until 2000. 

The antithesis on which the book is based (because it is an antithe
sis) docs not start from the succession in the Cotroceni railway station 
(meanwhile literally tumed into the entrance to the Prcsidcntial Palace), 
but from the identification of the distinct speech for a distinct electorate. 

From 1992 to 1999, almost all polis registered an opposition be
tween what sociologists callcd Ion lliescu's potcntial clcctor:atc and Emil 
Constantinescu's potential electorate and, as the politica! powers behind 
the people confronting in thc 1992 presidential campaign, a similar sep
aration betwccn thc PDSR electorate and the COR electorate. 

Sociologists and politica! analysts agree that for seven years Ion 
Iliescu's electorale embraced and maintained a similar structurc: old, 
conservative, wishing for state support, having low or medium levei 
of education. Emil Constantinescu"s spontaneous and then remanent 
electorate rcmained just as constant: mainly young, having medium 
and high levei of educat ion and opting for rcform. 

Likc any other statistic conclusion, I find this truc and false. From 
the very first moment of the Revolut ion, whcn the young pcople spon
taneously madc for Piaţa Universităţii, they expressed thcir option for 
change without any hesitation. I rcmember that both my children were 
from the very beginning in Piaţa Romană and Piaţa Universităţii on 
December 21, together with the students I knew from thc university, 
whom, later on, I met again, almost all of them, in Piaţa Universităţii. 
At that time, the Students' League and the other student organizations 
wcre definitely in favor of democracy. 

A decade passed. Any decade that passes biologically affects so
cial realities. The subjects interviewed about their voting intentions 
represent in 2002 a new important group, 18-30 years old, which was 
not active in the 1990 elections. The events unfolding today are be-
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coming more complex. The youngstcrs back then are now grown-ups, 
the children of the revolution have become adolescents, motivations 
are more complex and I think that the young pcople 's currcnt options 
could be the field of an cxciting investigation. Even if disappointing 
for some of us. I am most likely among these ''some of us". 

May]()()(), Scrovi"tea 
Sunday talk on the lake shore with two collcagucs, profcssor Ioan 

Mihăilescu, Univcrsity of Bucharcst rector, and professor Cătălin 
Zamfir, head of the Institute for thc Quality of Life. Cătălin Zamfir 
used to be Secretary of State in Petre Roman 's cabinet and now he 
seems to share somc common ground with Adrian Năstase. Ioan Mi
hăilescu, who has been thoroughly eluding any kind of politica I side
taking, nevertheless provided me with tremendous support when I was 
a rector by taking over the administrative issues of the Univcrsity, for 
which I am deeply grateful. My intcrlocutors arc drawing my atten
tion to a poli, ordcrcd by thc State Univcrsitics rcctor's offices, con
ceming the students' financial status. The data show that a surprising
ly large percentage of students are city lodgers, drive their own cars, 
have cell-phones and personal computers. 

I recalled the harsh winters back in '92- '93, '93- '94, when, Uni
versity rector as I then was, I decidcd to spend the night in a room of 
the 6 Martie student hostcl, to express my solidarity with thc students 
who were preventcd from studying by the severe cold, as there was no 
money to repair the steam-gcnerating station, and our desperate efforts 
to enlarge the students' living space. 

It's truc, Romanian youngstcrs cannot be assimilatcd to the stu
dents, who rcprcscnt the elite but at the samc timc a rcstrictcd segment 
of the young pcople. Against the background of the markct economy 
and democracy, the age of asserting oncself and of making one's way 
in life has been lowered to a great extent. The increase of thc weight 
of the employed has prompted the young, al a very early age, to join 
the competitive turmoil, to earn sums of money that many people be
longing to thc older generations cannot even drcam of, to be able to 
afford things fonnerly out of reach and to lead an independent life. 

On the other hand, the market cconomy has donc away with thc 
forceful repartitions of jobs ·which used to govern the beginnings of 
every career, and sometimes, the whole life, and has invalidated the 
determination of social progress by the reaching of a certain age. This 
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has lent personality to a lot of youngsters who realized that youth has 
turned into an advantage when being hired or promoted. 

Politica! options themselves have even more complex deter
minations. Politica! parties in office in 2002, having been built on 
stro11g financial structurcs, which can ensure quick material ad
vantages, are attracti11g an ever-growing number of you11g people. 
The age of pure idealism, if not over, seems to have restricted its 
intluence. 

May 2()0/, al the Unii·ersity 
A young a11alyst is telling me about the results of his research con

cerning the motivation which prompted some youngsters to vote for 
the extremist leader C. V. Tudor i11 the presidential electio11s in 2000. I 
find two such ince11tivcs shocking; one of them being volunteered by 
some accomplished young students who said: 'We voted for him so 
that he could becomc presidcnt and so that we could get politica! asy
lum. Wc've hcard that aftcr thc 1990 miners' crusade all students who 
asked for politica! asylum got it'. The other, coming from the arca of 
thc 'street boys' sounds even more bizarre: 'We voted for him because 
he's a weirdo!' 

Even though these two categories of votcs might have had but as
carce contribution to C. V. Tudor"s i11credible risc on thc electoral rcg
ister, which I directly faced in the 1996 preside11tial electio11s, when 
he got 4, 7211/o, they should alter the perception 011 the 2000 elcctions. 
Quite a few of those belongi11g to the 'democratic segment' of the civ
il socicty pointed accusi11g fingers at the partics no lo11ger i11 office, 
pretending 11ot to 11otice thc moral degradation arou11d. What can be 
said about those who take so much pleasure i11 the mud being thrown 
i11 "România Mare" except that they are indulgi11g in it? What ca11 be 
said about those who would be embarrassed to Jet this kind of people 
i11 their own housc but keep sendi11g them to Parliame11t and would be 
ready, out of irresponsibility, to let the cou11try fall i11to their hands? In 
200 I, whe11 it has become clear that PRM members of Parliament are 
but a mob of ex-co11victs, Securitate refuse, swindlers wanted by the 
police, losers or opportunists, the population is still giving them cred
it, as shown i11 the surveys. That is why, now, when I can 110 longer 
say I did not know about it, I am not so much co11cerned with the elect
ed but with the electors. The corny phrase 'the people are always right' 
is a gross fabrication. 
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History is living proof that deluded and incitcd masses are capa
ble of the worst injustice, crimes and atrocities. Communism is only 
part of the evidcnce. History is full of examples of irresponsible pco
ples who were expunged from history because of their mistakes. The 
true politicians are the ones who have the courage and dignity to teii 
the truth when their people are wrong. 

We Are Lurking in the Ghetto.fi 
}11/_1· 2000, Prahova Va/le_,· 

Wc are listening to an afternoon broadcast on thc car radio. The 
results of a survey carried through by the Capital Police on the crimi
nal latency of the so-call ed 'ghetto gangs'. The reporter is asking for 
the opinion of the listeners whose rcactions are very quick. Everybody 
starts from a striking presence: street boys. A creation of the post-com
munist period, in the sense that they have now built their own individ
uality, which is bcing ostentatiously displayed. The way they most vis
ibly express themselves is rap mus ic and the success of the bands that 
compose and sing this kind of music and whose themes like: 'it's us 
who in the ghettos are lurking; it's you whom we are submitting' are 
undoubtedly indicative of thcir fans' frustration. The best-known bands 
are called (is it by chance?) Parazi(ii I Parasites and BUG Mcţfia. The 
way BUG is written, in capital letters, very few of us realize that, bor
rowed from English, bug also means germ and in cybernetics it also 
means software failure. As for what Mafia means, there is nothing 
more to say. 

What will become of the numerous youngsters belonging to these 
gangs'? This is a problem worth a serious analysis. And it was not their 
presence, in exchangefor money, on the PDSR electoral bus, during 
the 2000 campaign, to have solved or to ever solvc anything. 

The Bus and the Bicycle 
Octoher 1999, Cotroceni 

At my daughter's suggestion, I rcceive a group of four young peo
ple. Cosmin Alexandru is handing me an A4 sheet of paper, half-writ
ten with some proposals and tells me: 'This is our projcct. We don 't 
want to waste your time nor do we ask anything of you because we 
have well-paid jobs in the private segment, we have a good social po
sition, we know what to do, we are acknowledged professionals, we 
can work anywhere in the world (the majority were working for for-
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eign companies). We want to work and live here, in our country, but 
not just under any circumstances'. 

In support of his ideas, his partner, Alfred Dumitrescu, is telling 
me about a 1990 incident: "I was in London, I was waiting for the bus 
at the bus stop. The bus stopped and I, newcomer from Romania, 
dashed at front door, elbowing my way through in order to make sure 
I was going to find a seat. The people stepped aside, without saying 
anything, looking at me as if I were a strange animal. I came back to 
Romania. I'm working for a foreign company, I bought a nice car. With 
some extra effort, I am going to buy a car for my daughter. lf I work 
even more I 'li be able to hire a chauffeur for her. But I'II never be able 
to buy her a bus with civilized people." 

The Needle of the Compass 
I I December I 999, Helsinki 

On leaving the airport we are heading straight to Helsinki Fair 
Center. lt's an unexpected speli of wann weather in the Scandinavian 
Peninsula for this season, but the official cars are slowly driving 
through the traffic, observing the 40-km/h speed limit. Surrounded by 
the tlashes of the cameras, Martti Ahtisaari, the president of Fin land, 
who is also president of the European Un ion, is embracing and com
plimenting me in the entrance hali. Not very far, in the waiting room, 
the presidents or prime ministers who have already arrived are gather
ing in ad-hoc groups around the coffee tables. Jacques Chirac stands 
up and says: "Cher Emile, nous avons gagne". Romania is tremen
dously indebted to him for having determined the European Council 
to include Roman ia on the I ist of the six states to start negotiating to 
become members in 2000. ln Luxembourg, 1997 and Vienna, 1998, 
he used all his intluence to avoid Romania being discriminated. 

While the participants keep coming in, I am somewhat amazed at 
everybody's open and friendly attitude. Maybe they are happy for the 
decision that has been made. Maybe ~he problem was precisely "the 
problem". Maybe because I am the only representative of the candidate 
countries to have participated and delivered speeches since December 
1996 at every assembly of the heads of states and prime ministers of the 
members and candidates of the European Un ion. We have all come a 
long way since then and some sort ofteamwork atmosphere has evolved, 
despite the difficulties everyone has encountered in their countries. 
Some of those of three years ago have changed but the work for the con-
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struction of the new house has caJTied on with an unquestionable effica
cy and well-off ones have been paying thc bills of those in need. 

In the conference room the tables are set in a rectangle. There is
n 't too much room and the chairs behind the badges with the names of 
the countries are very close to one another, which creates a fricndly 
atmosphere. On my left, as usual, Portugal's Prime Minister, Antonio 
Gutierrez. With a Latin congeniality he grabs my hand: "We are the 
ones who truly understand you. Wc will help you. Take advantage of 
the Portuguese term of office". 

After president Athisaari's welcome speech and the comment of 
the president of the European Committee, Romano Prodi, who is an
nouncing the European Council's decision to start fusion negotiations 
with six more states, the debates arc taking place. I am one of the first 
to be given the tloor. This is not a time for yet another speech. I have 
used them to the full in symposiums. This is a time for action. I limit 
myself to a few simple but explicit sentences and I conclude by ex
pressing my conviction that Romania will do her duty in exchange for 
the vote of confidence. "We will not forget about our duty to Romania 
either" - comes the prompt reply of the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain, Tony Blair, relating, of course, to Romani a 's attitude during 
the Kosovo conflict. "You will havc all our support". Tony Blair kept 
his promise of support for the European integration of our country, 
which he made in April, in Washington, at thc NATO Session and which 
he restated, a few days later, while in Bucharest at the Parliament. 

On the wall I am facing, the motto of the conference: Europe in 
the New Millennium is written in block letters against the background 
of a star-spangled sky on which the North Star stands out, the two-mil
lennia guide of European travelcrs across seas and continents. There 
is just one year togo to the new millcnnium. Thc western European 
community has been building its ncw home for half a century. How 
long will it take us? 

In 1989, the course of the socialism, which seemed accurately de
lineated for etemity, was oscillating likc the needle of a demagnetized 
compass which was swaying in all directions. Since 2000 we have 
been holding a compass which is clearly pointing to the direction we 
are assuming. But, beside the direction, it is important that we should 
choose a specific path. Our Roman ancestors used to call Via Regia 
the royal way, the straight road which avoided detours, meanders and 
twists. Will we be able to choose the straight way? 
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Which Side ofthe Road Slwuld We Drive on? 
7 December 2000, Nice 

The isolated and well-guarded district allotted to the Conference 
of the European Council under French presidency is quiet and peace
ful. During the breaks I can see a different Nice on TV, full of broken 
windows and cars set on fire, where the street boys of the global com
mune have broken loose against globalization, as usual, with an in
credible violencc. 

France, which along with Gerrnany is the source of the project of 
the new Europe, which used to be considered by many as a mere u
topia, has taken great pa ins to turn its presidency, by means of the Nice 
Treaty, into a landmark. 

As for us the resuit of the last year is not exactly poor. In 2000 we 
took advantage of the chance we were given in Helsinki. Despite there 
being an electoral year, Roman ia started nine li nes of negotiations and 
completed six dealing with important domains. Prime Minister Guttier
rez kept his promise: from February to June we succeeded in finalizing 
five lines. It is also now that the European Union decided to erase Ro
mania (and Bulgaria) off the blacklist of the countries whose citizens 
need visas to travel within the Union; even though the decision is to 
come into force only after some technical conditions are fulfilled, the 
cnd of thc year 2000 is the tuming point as far as Romanian citizens' 
frec travel in Europe is concemed. There are a few technical conditions 
to be met and in 200 I our citizens will be able to forget about the loath
some qucues at the consulates in Bucharest. The agreement at the Nice 
reunion made our final destination more visible. After the fusion, Ro
mania will have 27 mcmbers in the European Parliament. More than 
Belgium does. But we still have a long way to go. The preparations for 
the adhesion is a complex operation involving many barriers still to be 
transcended. For now, in Romania, people are concerned with the re
sults of the elections in the first round and with the s.econd round of the 
presidential elections, which is to take place in three days' time. PDSR 
won the parliamentary elections and will organize the new govemment. 
Adrian Năstase, the future Prime Minister, asked me to include in the 
delegation Hildegard Puwak, who will be the minister for the European 
Integration in the new Cabinet, which I did. Anyway, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Petre Roman, still in shock because of the disastrous 
defeat suffered in the presidential elections, remained in Bucharest. 
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Although there were only a few days left forme to spend as presi
dent, those who will soon become, so to speak, 'my ex-colleagues' re
ceived me in the same sympathetic manner. Nobody asked me about 
the results of the elections although everybody knew about them and 
were obviously perplexed at Vadim Tudor's presence in the second 
round in particular. At the official dinner party offcred by the Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin, the latter suggested that I should be seated on 
his right, while his left was occupied by Tony Blair. Was it a subtle 
French way of saying goodbye'? The other table companions: Jose 
Maria Aznar, Jean Claude Juncker, Wim Kok, Guy Verhofstadt, Goran 
Persson, Poul Nyrup Rasmussen are the ministers of the constitutional 
monarchies belonging to the European Union. This seems a strange 
choice for a French socialist, follower of the Jacobins and the Paris 
Commune. A subtle politica! symbol now that, after the Nice Treaty, a 
president of Europe is getting ready to lead republics and kingdoms? 
Or could it be that my mind, having been confronted with the dualist 
nature of the dictatorship, is stil I used to searching for hidden mean
ings underneath the visible? The Prime Minister Wim Kok is being 
teased about his long weekly reunions with Queen Beatrix. Wim Kok 
- a 'centre socialist' as he told me he sees himself - is smiling but is 
assuring us in a very serious tone that it is really a beneficiai dialogue. 

Someone remembers Queen Elizabeth's comment regarding the 
common politics of the European Un ion: "Although we are not driv
ing on the same side of the road, we are heading in the same direc
tion". I recall that back in 1997, in Luxembourg, the European Coun
cil certified, for all candidate countries, a road map, a map of the 
course to be taken during the following ycars. I f the construction of 
the European Union by the occidental countries was a tough lesson to 
leam, they did their homework and class-work precisely because they 
headed in the same direction. The difficulties encountered by the s
tates in Central and Southeast Europe, in their efforts of integration, 
after the collapse of the Berlin Wall, mainly followed from the fact 
that until 1989 they had not headed in the same direction as Western 
Europe; on the contrary, facing Moscow, they had drifted away from 
the Occident, towards which they would turn only to confront it. In 
less than a decade most of them have rediscovered the direction and 
the desire to 'drive' together. 

I'm leaving Nice to head for home with a pretty tonic feeling. In 
all debates what impressed me the most was the confidence with which 
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the establishment of the euro zone was being discussed. The evidence 
of relinquishing currencies Iike the mark, the franc, or the gulden, 
which are much more than mere currencies but time-honored national 
symbols shows an unswerving will to build a new Europe. Turbulence 
and crisis are bound to appear. But the European commune of the first 
decade of the coming century, with a population of 500 million inhab
itants, will apparently be well systematized and administered. 

Where will our home be in this gigantic commune? From a geo
graphic point of view, it will still be peripheral but within the new 
communal structures, this fact is no longer relevant. What it will look 
like and how comfortably we will live in it - this is what we should be 
concemed with. 

As we have seen, the metaphor of the house encapsulates at ran
dom blocks of flats and villas, palaces and huts, churches and prisons, 
libraries and brothels, hospitals and shops, theatres and kindergartens. 
In fact, this is what the city is, the ancient polis. And being involved 
in politics means caring about what happens in the city. 

My own experience, like that of other presidents of the states un
dergoing the post-communist transition in Central and Eastem Europe, 
won 't Jet me forget that, in a democratic society, statesmen can only 
show the way and open the door of a new house. The people cannot 
be forcefully pushed over the threshold; they are the ones who decide 
i f they wi li li ve there or not. 
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CHANGE 

The Drama of Misunder.'ltanding 
August 1999 

"lf you want to understand something, then try to change it", 
urges Kurt Lewis. But, speaking from my ten-year experience, I can 
say that the greatest enemy of change is precisely the inability to 
understand this phenomenon. Thc fact that millions of people do not 
understand what is happening round thcm or to them scare them even 
more than the deprivations of lifc thcy have to cope with. The Poles, 
who were the first to launch thcmselves în changing the communist 
system, had warned us ever sincc 1992 that in Eastern Europe thc 
market-oriented reforms were a mere plunge into the unknown, a 
risky historical experiment, born from despair and incited by hope, 
not by benefits. 

The Tool Box 

lf we are to compare the meaning of problem solving in commu
nism to that in the post-communist transition, we can notice that, dc
spite the fact that these problcms arc diffcrcnt, most of us using thc 
same methods, which prove incfficicnt în thc ncw context, hencc, our 
increased difficulty of being succcssful in the ncw world. Whcn we s
peak about the change of mcntality, what we mcan is changc of thc 
manner in which we respond to issucs arising from thc ncw context. 
Transition should lead us to a diffcrcnt type of culture, adjusted to thc 
new requirements of the systcm. 

What is the right answer'? Onc possiblc solution is offered by Annc 
Swidler, an American sociologist who, quite surprisingly for the Euro
pean traditions, defines culture as a tool box: a box of tools that peo
ple make use of so that they might bc ablc to cope with the different 
situations of life. Therefore, thcsc tools help us not only to drcam of 
change, they actually help us accomplish it. 

Constantin Noica found an original definition, according to which 
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"Philosophy breaks down vanities, the empty prestige, the imposing 
posture; it turns us into tools". Andrei Pleşu quotes and follows him. 
How many more'? 

Who Sets the Time? 
Novemher 1999 

I 've been president for three years, time in which the politica!, e
conomic and social situation of Romania seems to have become more 
and more intricate instead of clearing up. I recall one of the maxims 
included by Montesquieu in his Notebook.\· three hundred years ago, 
which caught my attention at first reading: "Almost any victory is a 
matter of knowing how much time you need to come out victorious". 

ln Novcmber 1996 I spent a long time trying to figure out what I 
could do in the four years that were to come, because problems that 
had been cropping up for another four, fifty or even one hundred years 
eagerly awaited solutions. 

Early this ycar, when dark clouds were hovering over Romania 
and strong winds were blowing on me from all directions, some old 
friends told me about a site on the Internet where there was this joke 
under the title Bill and Emil: They say God wanted to know what 
was going on down on Earth; so he sends for thc president of a rich 
and powerful country and the president of a poor, needy country. 
When asked how things were going, the president of the United 
States started complaining. "Oh God, I'm in trouble in Kosovo, I'm 
under pressurc with thc budget in Congress and, on top ofit all, 
there's this story with Monica.' God said: 'Bill, all these problems 
will bc solved. But', He added, 'not before the end ofyour mandate'. 
When, in his turn, thc prcsident of Romania started complaining 
about the foreign debt, the war in Yugoslavia, strikes and uprisings 
looming large, the low living standard ... The Holy Father interrupted 
him: 'Don't worry! Ali these problems will be solved. But, unfortu
nately, not before the cnd of my mandate.' 

This wry joke· on the everlasting problems of Roman ia along with 
the imperatives of the present forced me, from the very start, to look 
for an answer to the fundamental questions that call for decisions and 
action: what's the time at the starting line and by what time we should 
be there, who sets the watch, what's the time zone, what's the danger 
of taking refuge in the utopian illo tempore, the golden age, or in an 
indefinitely postponed future, a mirage in the desert ... 
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Soft Watches 
30 November I 992, Batistei 

The watch of politica I action must be wound up daily. lt's equally 
dangerous to forget to wind it up, to think that it is slow, to give up 
looking at it, or to think that time has no longer patience, which is a 
charming metaphor to a writer, but an overture to panic for a states
man. lt's even more dangerous if time is set by others and you ad just 
your own watch to it. You have been chosen tobe the guardian of the 
clocktower in the Townhall Square, and every hour sharp, when peo
ple look up to the clock, the beli must toi!, the soldiers must move their 
spears and the craftsmen their little hammers. People want their sleep 
tobe disturbed only by the call 'Slecp în peace! '. 

But we also need an alarm clock in a world in which action is often 
uncrystalised, Iike a paste melting past you, all over you, Iike Dali 's watch
es, a time like a misshapen dough, people 's lives going loose, completely 
unhinged, an 'un-bedded' river flowing astray. These are the watches with
out memory, their memory has been effaced, and with it the idea of action 
as self-duty, and duty to the other. It îs the hope devoid of memory, which 
becomes a trap when people do nothing but hope and despair, the slaves 
of ebbs and flows. They become subscribers to some externai tides when 
the perfidious vice of the do-nothîng paves the way to indifference, para
sitic inertia, and lifts the cup of sorrow. Thcre 's a clear-cut threshold where 
fully invested hope tums into crsatz building. What cana statesman do 
with a people who has hanged up the tools of action?. 

But what if not everybody. has hangcd up the tools of action? What 
if there are still enough people willing to do something. I must find them; 
they must join me. But how, and what for? In 1992 I succeeded in gath
ering millions of people around an idea. "To rebui Id HOPE together." I 
failed. But those who were with mc became members of parliament, of 
local, village, city, and county councils. They became mayors in cities 
across Romania, Bucharest included. It was more than hope. Four years 
later, in 1996, there was thc need for swceping changes in Romani a 's 
home and foreign policy, in the gonmment and in local administrations. 

Beyond the Mountains There ls Soto 
July 1997, Kyoto 

I have been in Japan for two days and I have not seen anything 
about which I can say it is Japancse, besides the high officials I met. 
The meetings are succeeding each other with Japanese punctuality 
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from moming till night. On thc way between them, in the huge limou
sine with smoked windows I reread the documents prepared for the 
discussions. I am told: you will see the true Japan in Kyoto. I look at 
the program. There are established: a working lunch with the local of
ficials -one hour and a half; tca ceremony - one-hour and a half. One 
hour and a half for. .. years of history. From the plane the scenery re
sembles the old Japanese engravings that I Iove so much. A quiet great
ness. The city I ies at the bottom of a mountain drowned in vegetation. 

· What is the name of this mountain?' - I ask 
'Soto' 
Walter Hollerer tells in a Fahle.fi·om Real World about two frogs, 

a grass frog and a tree frog, which were tired of living in Kyoto. They 
had been bored to dcath in Kyoto. Kyoto could not offer anything 
new and surprising either to thc grass frog or the tree frog. They both 
started for Soto hand in hand. But between Kyoto and Soto there was 
a big mountain. Stubbomly, they decided to climb it: " We will draw 
a new constitution for the newly discovered country" - said the grass 
frog. "We will go down to Soto tloating, as if we werc weaving a net 
for dreams" - said the tree frog. Thus they reached the top of the hill. 
It was dawn when they reached up the barren, narrow top. They s
tood curious on the long back legs and they rose on their tiptoes. 
They both were looking intenscly, but they could not sec anything 
but a countryside that had been wcll known to them for quite a long 
time. They could not see anything else but what they had left behind. 
Any way a scenery that looked very much the same the one they 
knew. Grey with disappointmcnt, they drew their heads closer and 
said: " Soto is exactly likc Kyoto. Nothing different or made differ
ently. •· And they set out again that very moming, in the dawn, back 
to Kyoto. They had forgotten, nevertheless, risen, as they were on 
their back legs, that the eyes of the frogs are plac ed backwards. They 
never came to see Soto, the city across the peak called the Great 
Mountain of Soto. 

I think that, if I could not see Japan, Europe could be seen better 
from here. I rea lize that even if the Berlin Wali was one for all of us, it 
depends how each of us perceived it. As the Berlin Wali is seen in one 
way from the.flight ofthe hird and differently from the.frog '.\' leg; it is 
one thing to look at the top of the Wall, and a different one to look at 
the moor at its bottom. It is one thing to look ahead and a different one 
to look backwards. 
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Plani the Tree Now 

When I chose the slogan 'Now for Roman ia' in the 1996 presiden
tial elections, I had in mind an anecdote told by president Kennedy in 
a meeting with his electorate. lt's about a French army general who 
asked his gardener to plant a tree. 'This sort of tree grows very slow
ly', the gardener said, 'lt won't grow up in a hundred years.' 

'That means there 's no time to Jose', replied the general, 'plant it 
this very aftemoon.' 
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END OF ILLUSIONS, END OF HYPOCRISY 

The Front Garden 
16 Novemher 1998, Ljuh(jana 

A short walk with president Mi lan Kucan down the paths of the 
garden in front of the president's residence. I wanted a private talk with 
the president because before my state visit to Slovenia there was a s
mall incident which could affect our visit. Complying with the meas
ures required by the European Community, Slovenia, în the process of 
joining it. has introduced a visa for Romania citizens who stay in or 
just cross Slovenia. Consequently, although my departure for Ljubljana 
was approaching, we have also started requiring a visa for Slovenia's 
citizens when they enter Romania. There was no comparison between 
the two measures, though; many Romanian citizens are eager to visit 
or especially cross Slovenia, while the reverse is not valid. 

I begin talking on this subject. President Kucan îs familiar with it. 
It so happens that a day only after wc had replied by requiring visas 
ourselves a group of businessmen were in need of a visa on the airport 
and could not get one. 1 explain again that this subject is very painful 
to us: nine years after the fall of communism, wc still need a visa for 
the countries of the European Community; we are actually heading for 
a worse position than we had in communist times, when Romanians 
did not need a visa for Yugoslavia or other communist countries. 

After 1989, freedom to travel has become central and the lines for 
food became li nes in front of cmbassies. It was natural, in a way. The 
sudden fall of communism in so many different countries was not so 
much intluenced by the technological or military advantage of the West 
as by the use of the freedom to travel as a major element of anticom
munist propaganda. It was not difficult. After 45 or 70 years of isola
tion, the citizens perceived their own countries as prisons. Those who 
demonstrated for freedom mainly had in mind the freedom to travel. 

The Westemers were obviously shocked to see that, after they had 
popularized in papers and on TV images of emigrants on a hunger 
strike or demonstrating in front of communist embassies for reuniting 
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their families, they were assaulted by millions, dozens of millions of 
persons who wanted to emigrate to Western Europe, by a true migra
tory wave. Western ministers and politicians who were against the 
harsh communist policy concerning the freedom to travel were now in 
a position to protect their countries from emigrants, in panic. Those 
who closed the gates were the western countries this time. 

Mi lan Kucan nods his head, agrees that 1989 was the end of illu
sions for those from communist countries and the end of hypocrisy for 
Western Europe. 

It is a resourceful formula for mass psychology and I ask his per
mission to use it as a title for an essay, which he grants smiling. 

Milan Kucan, a short white-haired man, reserved and smiling, is 
liked by the European chiefs of state and governments. He is not new 
to politics at all. He was Yugoslavia 's last president by rotation, ac
cording to their constitution - voted after Tito 's death - , when none 
of the politica) leaders was considered important enough to rule after 
the legendary Tito. Under Milan Kucan Yugoslavia started dismem
bering. Faced with the aggressivity of Serbia 's president Milosevic, 
Kucan, followed by Croatia 's president, left the plenary meeting. It 
was the moment when Slovenia marched towards independence and it 
reached it without sacrifices and wars, protected by Croatia, which 
separated it from Serbia. 

Those who are astonished at Slovenia 's shock when it was not in
cluded in NATO's first wavc at Madrid forget or arc not familiar with 
severa) facts. Bordering on the Alps and the Adriatic Sca, Slovenia is 
a Catholic country, part of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. Peopled 
by only 2,000,000 inhabitants, with a good infrastructure, it was Yu
goslavia 's most advanced republic and vcry advanccd in comparison 
with the other communist states. Slovenia sees hcrself as a central-Eu
ropean country, even a Mediterrancan one, not Balkanic, which she 
was called after World War I and II, which included her in the Yu
goslavian Federation. 

Eleven years after the Wali of Berlin fel!, we can talk about the 
first post-communist decade, but not about post-communist countries. 
Just like Havel, I think that post-communist, which is an adjective I 
usc out of inertia, is an insulting labei, as if wc were talking about post
fascism or post-colonialism. The same as communism, fascism, colo
nialism were problems generated by Europe and dramatically experi
enced by a whole world, post-communism, post-fascism and post-
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colonialism are common to the west and the east_of Europe. 
The passage from equal distribution of poverty to unequal distri

bution of richness generatcd a psychological shock. 

The Big Birds Nest 
April 1994, Mi/an 

The President of Italian Industrialists offers me a distinction and a 
small badge of inclusion. I am somewhat amazed. I have never been a 
businessman although I have a certain responsibility as a rector, effi
ciently helped by the vice-rector Ioan Mihailescu, concerning the fi
nances of the university, which made me understand a businessman 's 
psychology better. 

With spontaneous, disarming sincerity, the president of the Asso
ciation makes a speech which shocks me, accustomed as I have been 
ever since 1991 to American politica! correctness. Businessmen may 
have a different language and this directness pleases me. As far as Ro
mania is concerned, he says, Italians assaulted it in four waves: the 
cheaters, the adventurers, the small economic agents and only now, 
when there is enough information, can we expect important agents. As 
a matter of fact, he continues - as disarmingly and brutally honest as 
before - you can expect large investments only as long as labor force 
is cheap - as it is in the East - while the price of products is that of 
the West. ln order to receive capital, you must accept to raise buying 
prices and keep the labor force cheap. 

I understand now why an ex-expert in eastem Germany transition 
explained to me in Brussels a few months ago that the German model 
must not be considered by Romania or any other ex-communist coun
try, because it is a de luxe transition, supported by Germany's finan
cial strength. He warned me that multinational important investors 
were Iike big birds, crossing unstable areas at times but nesting only 
on solid ground. It is not the leading party that matters, but its ability 
to ensure stability and profit. 

The Surgery 
Fehruary I 997, Brussels 

This is a meeting with members of the European Parliament. A de
putee asks me about the chances of carrying out a rapid and radical re
form in Romania. I give him an allegoric answer: "Romania is like a 
severely sick person, in whom the vital organs, atrophied by gigan-
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tism, function with difficulty. The body must urgcntly be submitted to 
some surgical operation meant to do away with the excrescences and 
recover circulation. Unfortunately, there is no time left for vitamins 
and energizers to prepare the patient for the opcration, so we would bc 
indebted to you if you could provide at least thc blood for the transfu
sion during surgery". 

April 2001, Evian 
Four years later. A friend in the West, reading the extemporized 

parable in the present book manuscript, wants to know: "Did you get 
the blood for the transfusion?" No, we only rcceived some money for 
anesthetic drugs so that the patient should not struggle too much on 
the operation table and an intensive therapy monitor". "How was the 
operation?" "The emergency operation was most useful". "What about 
the patient'?" "He's alive, he is living duc to his inborn gifts". "What 
is the surgeon doing?" "He retired and now he is writing a paper on 
the patients' exceptional physical endurance in his country". 

Hard Bal/.~ 
Septemher 1991, KiseleflAvenue 21 

Meeting Warren Christopher at the residence of the American am
bassador in Bucharest. On the way thcre, thc rcpresentative of the 
American Republican Institute has wamed mc that thc subsecretary is 
a tough guy who plays hard hali. 'What is he playing?' I asked. 'Ten
nis' - he had replied, with typically American spontaneity. 'Never 
mind. We have not played much tennis, but havc played our own game, 
with balls ful) of sand, so we can take it.' The Ambassador, Alan Green 
Jr., a nice old man who shuffles his fcet, wclcomcs us politely, accom
panied by a stray dog who dirties the polished tcrrace with is paws. 
Soft drinks are served and the tcrrace fills wilh rcprcsentatives of civic 
associations and parties. I represent the Civic Alliance and University 
Solidarity. The ambassador tries to start a convcrsation, but he is not 
familiar with Romanian, European or even American policy. He culti
vated peanuts all his life, funded thc presidcnt 's campaign and was re
paid with this position in a far away country, odd to Americans. The s
tate subsecretary arrives too, coming straight from a Cotroceni meet
ing with president Iliescu. Kind and bored, he listens patiently and 
makes a politica) speech that is probably the same for all democrats in 
ex-communist countries. The only thing he is interested in is stability, 
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peace, just what president Iliescu's electoral slogan claims to offer -
· A man for our peace of mind.' I t is obvious he has no idea about the 
complex problems that followed the fa]! of communism and is not 
much interested. lt al! happened too fast, they were not ready, they 
must give an answer they do not havc and the Department of State 
merely stalls for time. They throw the bal) as far as it can go, so that 
in the meantime they can come up with a strategy they do not have 
yet. One feeling is visible: the fear that in some countries, especially 
in Romania, where a fiercc revolution took place, violent acts may take 
place against ex-nomcnclaturists or members of the Securitate under 
communism. This peace hides a necessary but real protection. They 
cannot understand al all the feelings of ex-poli tical prisoners, whose 
long imprisonment and torture in communist prisons did not inspire 
them with revenge , creating instead a wisdom that rejects violence. 

The Easily Flooded Field 
August 1 O, 2002, Budapest 

A conversation with Arpad Goncz about the image of Europe as a 
projection of one 's own history. Goncz claims that all along its histo
ry, sin ce thc M iddlc Ages to the present, Europe stopped or began at 
thc gatcs of Vienna. At the bordcr between the Alps and the Carpathi
ans, where the Great Plain ends, all migrations stopped (except the 
Huns - he always remembers them) and also Turkish and Russian 
annies. He refuses to believc that this opinion, which made him say in 
the USA in 199 I that Hungary would not be considered Germany's 
backyard, has changed in any way. Even though economically the po
litica) map has changed, an easily tlooded field is too much of a risk 
for insurance companies. He thinks western Europeans sell and buy in 
this area, but do not build defenses to protect it from the tloods. 

Deed and Retribution 
October 1, 2001, University 

Those who worked for the Presidential administration and the gov
emment between 1996 and 2000 come back to the university. Relying 
on their solid careers, they retum to their profession with dignity. The 
good news is that they have a place to go back to. The bad news is all 
the rest. Blinded by official propaganda for decades, eastem intellec
tuals idealized capitalism, on the one hand sincerely believing in it, on 
the other hand hoping pragmatically to use what used to be their only 
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weapon against believers in communism. After 1989 they were to re
ceive a serious blow from someone whom they cxpected least to do 
that, the West itself. The first ycars after thc fall of communism are a 
strange picture: former dissidents and anti-communist intellectuals 
struggle to formulate politica) concepts for transition, constitutional 
principles, laws to help market economy, spend their time in meetings 
to show public opinion the advantages of private property, free initia
tive and the capitalist system. In the meanwhile, great western compa
nies employ as representatives in eastem European countries ex-Secu
ritate officers recruited from foreign trade and support ex-nomencla
turists and communists in starting their own businesses, as if they were 
the only competent persons. As a consequence, the law of privatiza
tion between 1996 and 2000 brought about property for those finan
cially well off as a resuit of the first seven transition years. In 2000, 
the old defenders of democracy and capitalism have to surrender pow
er to the system controlled by former Securitate persons and commu
nists; they return to the university to salaries of $200 a month and find 
themselves in the position of enduring thc arrogance of the obvious 
richness resulted as a profit of those who took advantage of both 
democracy and market economy. 

Eterna/ Truths? 
/9 May 2000, Windsor Castle 

I take part in the annual Windsor Conference on the theme Eterna) 
Truths for the New Millennium, invited by Lord Griffith, ex-prime
counselor of prime minister Margaret Thatcher - a personality of val
ue and competence, surprisingly warm as a person. Businessmen from 
the USA, Great Britain, France, Germany, prcsent and former admin
istration officials, reputed intellectuals and church personalities are 
present. 

When I have finished the speech I was asked to make, I wait for 
questions, and these questions take more than an hour and go well in
to the next day. One of them is ai med at corruption in Roman ia. En
couraged by the sincerity of the discussion, I ask if they desire the w
hole truth. Like a Moromete (well known shrewd literary hero) on the 
Thames, I admit to an explosion of corruption in the East, to the exis
tence of bribes for minor clerks. Major corruption does not have inner 
resources in the East. I studied in faculty that corruption implies two 
parties: the corrupt and the person who corrupts. I ask rhetorically: 
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Where does the corrupting agent come from in east European coun
tries? From the third world or from western, industrialized societies? 
Corruption cannot be diminished in the East without the change of be
havior of the western companies, which abide by the law at home but 
break it abroad. 

As far as I am concern ed, from the first to the last month of my 
term, I demanded foreign companies which operate in Romania to 
make public any attempt at bribing, and I promised inquests, no mat
ter at what levei the bribe had been. No announcement was made in 
four years. 

In the evening, I take a walk in the castle courtyard. It rains a bit. 
I come back to the topic of corruption. When I made public the fact 
that I only received representatives of foreign investors and compa
nies în the presence of their ambassador, and when I announced there 
was no bribe in Romania, I wonder how many laughed heartily behind 
my back. 

The Necklace 
28 May 2001, Sofia 

I am looking for a quotation from a Bulgarian author for my 
speech upon receiving the Doctor Honoris Causa diploma from the 
Sofia University. In one of the books I have with me, I find an excerpt 
in which Tzvetan Todorov, who left Bulgaria for France in his youth, 
mentions Maupassant's heroine - a modest woman who borrows a di
amond necklace for a ball from a friend. The necklace is stolen and 
the woman borrows a sum that is huge to her, in order to buy an iden
tical necklace and return it. After long years of toil and deprivation in 
order to pay back her debt, she meets her friend and tells her how she 
sacrificed her we]I being to her honour. My dear - her friend replies -
my diamonds were false, the necklace was worthless. 

Those who defeated communism and will possibly prevail in post
communist transition may well have to be pitied rather than congratulated. 
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LIE MANAGEMENT 

Klementis' Fur cap 
21 August 1993, Prague 

In the summer heat so rare here, the Golden City seems drowsy, 
but forYenceslas Square which is animated by a meeting devoted to 
the commemoration of 25 years since the Soviet troops put down the 
Prague Spring. This reminds me of University Square, but that was 
much more quiet. Only one representative of the former politica) pris
oners, standing on an improvised rostrum, is ardently asking for the 
truth about the repressions of the communist regime. 

An American tourist, wandering in the square, asks me, looking 
genuinely interested: 

"Why are they so angrily manifesting against Power?" 
"It's not a revolt against Power", I answer. They are in power 

themselves. This is a revolt against past Lie." 
"Well, if they are in powcr, why do they not set things right and 

restorc truth?" 
"Because Lie is better organized than Power." 
At the end of the meeting, I and my colleague from ancient Charles 

University go to the old city center. We talk about the mission of the 
university: Search of truth. He breaks off his plea to show me a beau
tiful, newly restored palacc. 

- In that palace, in 1946, they proclaimed the victory of commu
nism in Czechoslovakia and truth was arrested. 

In his Book qf laughter and Forgetfulness, Kundera recollects this 
moment: "Gottwald was tlanked by his companions, Klementis stood 
closely by him. lt was snowing, cold had fallen upon us and Gottwald 
was bareheaded. Showing much care, Klementic pulled out his fur cap 
and placed it on Gottwald's head. The propaganda section issued hun
dreds of thousands of photos with the balcony where Gottwald, the fur 
cap on his head, surrounded by his companions, addresses the people. 
Four years later, Klementis had been accused of treason and hanged. 
The propaganda section erased him immediately from history and, of 
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course, from all pictures. Since then, Gottwald always appcars standing 
alone in the balcony. There where there stood Klcmentis, you can only 
see the empty wall of the Baroque-style palace. The only recollection of 
Klementis is his fur capon Gottwald's head". 

Replicas of this scene, with slight adjustments in details occurred, in 
all the ex-communist European countries. A tentative definition of com
munism could be forrnulated as the best-performing system of Iie man
agement. As forme, who lived all through the communist regime, I real
ize that, in fact, under the communist system, the future was perfectly 
known, the present was completely organized and managed; the only un
certain thing liable to be changed all the time was the past. The past, they 
did change so well, that now we can hardly teii what it really was like. 

The dual Mythology 
October I 990, Paris 

Together with severa! university presidents from ex-communist 
countries in Central and South-Eastern Europe, I am now prescnt al 
the meeting of the Francophone University Association. At the cnd of 
the mecting, we are all invited to make a tour of the library in the Uni
versity of Paris, I O. At the entrance of the ncw building, wc all stand 
shocked, looking equally amazed al each olher. On the walls thcre 
hang pictures that we had just put down from our walls so as to hidc 
them in the cavcs of our universities: they showcd workcrs with bull
dozers and tractors, grandiose hydro-powcr stations, pcasant womcn, 
their arms full of wheat sheaves, standing by hugc combincs. Then, I 
broke off and asked the library curator about lhc story of those painl
ings. Maybe understanding our amazcmcnt - though I wouldn 't bct on 
it - she answercd that those were modernist picturcs by somc paintcrs 
who had been trained and specialized in Moscow. And shc concluded, 
_jocularly: "I hope you like the subtle colors". She was right, the pro
lectcultist works were all painted in pale pink and blue hues. 

Novemher 1991, North Carolina 
One year later, when I was a visiting professor al Duke University 

111 North Carolina, I realized that noi only the pictures, but the ideas 
too had survived the fall of communism. A colleague from the Natural 
Sciences Department of Duke University invitcs mc to attend the po
litica! sciences conferences. The professor is an cxtraordinary guy -
my colleague tells me. Actually, he is the best paid communist in the 
world, his salary is higher than Deng Xiaou Ping's - he concludes per-
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suasively, in a laughter. I followed his advice and took part in one of 
the debates on the topicality of Marxism in the contemporary world. 
The debate was animated, interactive and soon they reached the usual 
assumption that we, freshly freed of Ceuasescu 's dictatorship, got 
crazy because ofit - the assumption that Marxist doctrine is a valid 
form of societal organization, but, unfortunately, it was wrongly ap
plied. I raised my hand and asked, in a neutral tone, well-tuned in to 
the academic debate: how many more tens of millions of victims were 
still necessary to prove the failure of this doctrine, which had been ap
plied for eight decades all round the world? They serenely skipped 
the answer to this question, they even talked about "collateral losses" 
for an eterna) ideal and the audience did not seem impressed by the 
mention of victims who rernained so remote in history. 

Fehrua,y 1992, California 
I have been invited by Berkeley, Stanford and South-West Univer

sities to hold a series of conferences on: Communism - Post commu
nism in East Europe. In the conference I held at the South-West Uni
versity in Los Angeles in January, 1992 (the text of which is inserted 
in volume 2 of the present book), I start off with the remark that with
in an initial stage among the intellectuals later in the Western mass
media and public opinion, the word nostalgic has become common
place to denote today's devotees to comrnunism in countries from be
hind the former Iron Curtain in Europe, those who militate for the re
turn of the old system. Nostalgic ... what a wonderful word, so foii of 
charm and mystery - to be used for the partisans of the revival of a 
profoundly criminal system! But if we can say that in Russia, behind 
the old war veterans, proudly exposing their chests full of decorations, 
or the retired women - declared heroines in the construction of social
ism, there stand the mafias of Red nomenclature in the guise of to
day's capitalists, the question is what and who in the United States and 
Western Europe today - stands behind the communist nostalgics ? 

Janum)', 1994, University of Bucharest 
At the Rector's Office of the University of Bucharest I meet a pro

fessor of modern history from George Washington University in Wash
ington, who is working on a study on the communist system in South
Eastern Europe. I offer him the 19-page text of the conference enti
tled: The Communist Regime in Romania - Repression and Privilege 
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and teii him he can use it asbest he can, as 1'11 make no copyright 
claims. Engulfed in ever pressing topical issues, I lost contact with 
that professor and I don 't know whether his study was published. But 
the issue still remains. 

The generalization of lie in the communist era makes it more dif
ficult to intellectually deconstruct rather than materially annihilate its 
system. 

"Communism - warns Lucian Boia, reader with the Faculty of 
History and a subtle analyst of the imaginary in the totalitarian sys
tems - left behind it, apart from economic disaster and physical and 
moral misery, a state of great intellectual confusion, engendered by 
the obsessive discourse - apparent along decades. Nazism, with its 
simplistic mythology of the master race continues overshadowing the 
crimes committed by the communist regime, sincc the cynical Nazi 
programme was tobe identically mirrored in its Nazi practices, whilc 
in communism, those who so wish, may separate two distinct parts: 
the mythology of the founding texts (liberty, cquality, self-assertion, 
social justice, rapprochement among nations, peace) and the real part 
that followed (repression, self-annulment, injustice, evit feud, war)". 
This accounts for many people 's inability (most frcquently having to 
do with Western minds, but with people who lived in former commu
nist societies as well) to adequately understand the cssence of the run
ning system. "Even now, after the fall of communism, the seducing 
part of its dual mythology protects even if only partially - its memory, 
as if the double discourse - illusion and tic -- wcrc liable to make ex
cuses for oppression and crime or at least - to givc way to circumstan
tial evidence". 

Change of Mask.\· 
21 Julr 2000, Teotihuacan 

While climbing up the stairs of the great Pyramid of the Sun, 
the distinguished historian who is with me givcs explanations about 
the cruel social surgery by means of which the Aztecs used to con
trol the number of the population depcnding on the natural re
sources, thus ensuring economic growth. Whenever I find myself in 
front of the strange pre-Columbian funeral monuments south of the 
Rio Grande, I remember the story of Vargas Llosa about his Inca 
ancestors. When the emperor died, with him went into the ground 
not only his wives and concubines, but also his wise men, who were 
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called anautas and who had served a great trick - changing fiction 
into history. The newly installed sovereign came to power together 
with a plethora of anautas whose main task was to redo the official 
memory, by correcting the past, updating it, so to say, so that all the 
brave deeds, all the conquests, and grand constructions assigned to 
his predecessor, should be transferred ever since his coming to the 
throne - to the new emperor's curriculum vitae. The consequence 
was that the Inca Empirc remained a society with no history, as no 
one could reconstruct in a plausible manner that old past, which 
had systematically been made-up, dressed and undressed, like a pro
fessional striptease girl. 

" I think that we can best define a closed society - the mentioned 
author says - by saying that in such a society, fiction and history 
ceased to be different, the borders merging between them and one 
takes the other's place, by constantly switching their identities, as in 
a fancy-dress hali. Ina closed society power not only has the privi lege 
to control people 's actions, what they do or what they say, but it also 
tends to control their memory". 

Novernher 200 I, Bucharesl 
The govemment launches a great media campaign, trying to con

vince us that visa cancel in thc Schengen Area for the Romanian peo
ple, while being a constitutive part of the negotiation process for EU 
accession set off in December 1999, would also mean granting a con
fidence vote to Nastase 's Cabinet policy in 200 I. 

The organization of collective memory, the change of history into 
a govcming instrument mcant to license those in command and annul 
predecessors' merits is a congenital temptation typical of any power. 
But the totalitarian states can transform this temptation into a reality. 
It seems that Romanian post-transition is trying, twelve years after the 
revolution, to repeat this experience. Previous such attempts are not 
missing in history, nor are the anautas of the day, duly ready to ban 
the past. What else but this mixture - between fiction and history -
was the famous literature written to disclose the communist crimes 
and abuse under Gheorghiu-Dej's rute, just after Nicolae Ceausescu's 
coming to power? Now, bearing in mind the fact that writers almost a
bandoned Iiterature for politics and joumalism, a new species is tlour
ishing: the talk-show unmasking the old regime. 

History repeats itself dangerously. 
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J w,t Teii M e a White Lie 
June 2000 

Fate willed it that two pieces of sad ncws carne at two weeks' in
terval regarding two old friends of mine who suffered from a ruthless 
disease. One of them, living for some time abroad, told me on the 
phone about the dreadful diagnosis he had received from his doctor. 
As for the other friend, who lives in Romania, someone from his fam
i ly told me about it, warning me that he did not know and that he 
should never leam about how serious his disease was. 

In the West, when they find out aboul someonc having cancer or 
some other fatal disease, the patient is told about his diagnosis and he 
decides by himself 011 his own lifc and suffering. 

In Romania, according to some old solid practice, in such cases, 
from hospital directors down to the last counlry general practitioner, 
the family, friends, anyone but the paticnt is told about the disease. 
Even when the disease is 011 its onset and can still bc trcated, it is oth
ers who take decisions for the patie11t. Even when facing illness and 
death, when everyone is equal, it is considered lhat the patient ought 
not to know the truth as he would not be ablc lo rcsist it psychically. 
No matter who the patient might be, whether he is a univcrsity profcs
sor, some high official, a bank director or a physician; so, people who 
by their daily work shape others' characters or decide on others' fates 
and lives are considered to bc incapable to decide for thcmsclves. 

How deeply were )ies instilled in our minds and souls'? How re
sistant is our defense system, or thc antibodics thal our own organism 
gave birth to? 

The Box of Dirt 
6 .lu/\- 200 I, Nove Zamki 

I am attending a collegial Slovakian-Hungarian-Romanian meet
ing. The former President of Slovakia, Mic hal Kovac, is tel ling me 
about an incredible frame-up that had been played on his son, who had 
been kidnapped, taken to Austria and then accused of drug trafficking, 
in complicity with the head of the Slovak Intelligence Service. Al
though the frame-up was a proven fact and the head of the lntelligence 
Service was finally brought to justice and convicted, the latter was par
doned shortly when for a couple of months, his rival, Prime-Minister 
Meciar, also held the position of President of Slovakia. 

Within the period 1906-2000, the experts of the old Securitate, be-
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ing anchored in the parties of Roman ia Mare and the PDSR, improved 
their methods by fitting in to the new globalizing intelligence context 
and by peddling their intluence upon the media, thus adapting them
selves to the Romanian situation - press scandals from abroad that 
were en vogue in the information media. Similarly to the setup mount
cd to president Kovac 's son, an attempt was repeatedly made to com
promise the son of Romani a ·s President; when in the US Monika 
Lewinsky's scandal broke oul, a "Dimbovitsa" scandal was also setup 
with Rona Hartner. Gradually, more and more scenarios were setup in 
an attempt to import the dramas of some tragic events that had oc
curred in some of the South-East European countries: in '97 the Bul
garization, in '98 - the Albanization, in '99 the Kossovization and in 
2000 - even the Belarusization of Roman ia. A Iso an attempt was made 
to found a poli tical party cxclusively made up of the structures of the 
intelligcnce services, whethcr new or old, by the former head of the 
Romanian Intelligence Service. Fortunately, all these equally mad and 
foolish scenarios failed. What if they hadn 't failed ? 

For, with the Romanians, danger, oncc past, no matter how seri
ous it may have been, plunges into oblivion; I will further give details 
about the mcaning of truth and the underlying reason of these scan
dals, where we must also include the great setup called "Cigarette II", 
plotted by the collaborators of thc Romanian and forcign formcr s
mugglers acting in connection with lntelligence structurcs in the Mid
dle East. 

"The communists, being real masters of manipulation and propa
ganda. laid the foundations of victimization", - Stephane Courtois 
wams us, the coordinator of the work The Black Book <~(Communism. 
I don't think the Romanians will contradict me in this", adds up Cour
tois in his remarks. 

On no account will I contradict him, as I fclt experienced all this 
myself. 

Propaganda, which in the totalitarian regimes was the monopoly 
of power, is now divided, in post-December democracy, among the 
groups of economic interests and thosc of organized crime interests, 
bcing dependent on their financial force. But the essence of this prop
aganda is still rooted in lies, in shameful lies. Well - some may won
der - what is the utility of such lics aftcr all, when in the context of 
freedom of speech and freethinking, they can be more easily decon
structed and counteracted? 
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My sad personal experience showed me that things did not stand 
as I thought they did and that three well-known statcments remained 
valid: "the bigger a lie is the more readily it is believed"; slander, s
lander, something will remain", and first and foremost, "if you have 
been lied upon for a long time, even i f you do not necessarily grow in
to believing that lie, you end up by believing nothing". 

I Have Lived in "Liars' Land" 
Octohe1; 200 I 

I read and was quite astonished, as what I was reading was a 
left-wing newspaper, devoted to the prcscnt power, an account on 
television manipulation: "The public TV in the News Programme 
had broadcast a report on '"The night of the homeless". In a few 
second-snaphot a street man declared: "I am glad l've come here, 
1'11 havc some broth in exchange". As by mere accident, thc intcr
view had been taken right under thc reporter's cycs and the whole 
ofit sounded as follows: 'Tm glad I 'vc come here, 1'11 have some 
broth in exchange. But it's a foul trick, nothing will really come 
out ofit. Wc 've been call ed in here for the camera to shoot us, it's 
for the image". 

The old 1990 slogan: "You lied to the people with the TV camera" 
comes back to my memory in this most explicit manner. 

At the dawn of the 21 st century, politicians, mass-media and PR 
or advertising experts try, for differcnt reasons, to pcrsuade us that 
what is important is not what happcns, but what our pcrccption on what 
happens is like. To put it otherwise, it's not rcality that is important, it 
is its retlected image. Thus, a differcnt truth is crcatcd and imposcd, 
which is in fact false, or, tobe honcst, it is a lic. 

I remembcr that in 1999, al the Francophonic Conference of 
Moncton, the volcanic Minister of Foreign Affairs of thc Republic of 
Congo concluded his intervention with a few vcrses from a contempo
rary African dance: "Truth climbs up the staircasc, while Lie comes 
up by the elevator". From this point of vicw \VC are at thc pcak of tech
nological progress, we have elevators everywhere. 

The Patriotic Lie 
August 2000 

The investigations conducted by the prosecutors in the organ
ized crime combat brigade within the General Prosecutor's Office 
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bring solid, undeniablc proof of Romania's infringement on the 
embargo on oii and weaponry delivery to former Yugoslavia dur
ing the war in Bosnia-Hcrzegovina. The govcrnment reprcsenta
tives of 1992-1996, deeply involved in the smuggling affairs joint
ly with the head of thc Intelligence Service, started off a violent 
attack in press and in Parliament, on grounds of jeopardizing the 
national interest. Totally false. When the judicial inquests in Ro
mania proved these facts to be true, it could also become evident 
that al] the decision-making factors in the West, politicians, the 
military, financiers knew about them very well. Now it has become 
quite clear for everybody why, with no well-grounded reason, al] 
the requests for damage compensation that Romania had made so 
as to cover the period of thc first conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
had been left unanswered. Instead, in 2000, after Romania had 
strictly observed the conditions of a new embargo approved by the 
Unitcd Nations during thc Kossovo conflict, thc national intercst 
was much better protected, and this was also perceived in the to
tally different attitude towards Romania. 

I am facing now, while trying hard to fight against it, the mentali
ty so dccply-rootcd in the Romanians, the people who admit, evcn en
courage the patriotic !ie to proliferate. I don 't believe in the efficacy 
of patriotic !ie, that is the reason why I rejected it from the very begin
ning. On the contrary, whcn it was necessary, I committed mysclf, on 
behalf of the Roman ian pcople to shedding some light on some of thc 
dark spots of our history which was partly revealed, unfortunately -
not in its entircty; for instance, thc repressive policy against thc Jcws. 
This approach did not bring damage to the country, on the contrary, it 
raised respect especially from the people abroad, and I daresay, it 
brought us seif-respect too. Asking forgiveness for shameful acts com
mitted in the past by heads of states on behalf of their peoples is one 
of the best traditions created after the Second World War. lndeed, they 
come rather late, as the first apologies came three-four decades since 
the end of the war, however, they did come. Sometimes apologies ex
ceeded this time-limit and related to acts from more remote times in 
history, but their mere acknowledgement ennobles those peoples, it 
does not belittle them. 

Life reconfirmed Montesquieu 's cogitation, who over three cen
turies ago, stipulated: "Any citizen is duty bound to die for his coun
try, not to !ie for it". 
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Genetic Envy 
A ugusl 1994, Tirana 

ln Albania everything is more direct, and harshcr. Like their moun
tains without wood, with thc thousands of desertcd concrete casemates 
cxposed like visible tumors. The complicated relationships among the 
rocks, which elsewhere are masked by vegetation and thick layers of 
soii, can be here more easily deciphered. The hospitality of my col
leagues in the Polytechnic University of Tirana is likewise, total and 
direct. They open their hearts. 

Adrian Kysyku is a young Albanian, a PhD student at the Letters 
Faculty of the University of Bucharest. 

"The charming nature, quite complicatcd of the Balkan people 
cannot develop without contradictions and gainsaying ~ he says. lt is 
difficult to find an ordinary Balkan man, rich or poor, who, with an a
mazing easiness, near his glass in a pub, at a meeting, anywhere he 
may be, should not despise any type of sacrifice made by somebody 
else. 'After all what has he done? I could have donc it, too!' And he 
who did nothing is very convincing, since he has listeners to measure 
up to the task. He also would have thrown himself into the abyss to 
save his honor, he also would have forgiven, he also would have 
stepped over the trai tors of the nation, he a Iso would have confronted 
with the bitter piece of bread of exile, he a Iso would have gone through 
tens of years of prison, he a Iso would have left the Western Paradise 
to die in war, he also could have spoken numcrous foreign languages, 
he also would have punched thc dictator in his mouth, he also would 
have discovered the medicine against premature dcath, he also would 
have invented the elixir of eterna! youth ... Onc can remain mute at the 
easiness with which the human bcing at thc end of this century steals 
the memories, sufferings, courage and wisdom of others. The troubles 
oftransition and the loneliness oft he Balkan people of today turn them 
into some beings that have defeated even thc irnpossible. They are on
ly left to keep speeches, to give autographs, to attack each other bru
tally to be better heard. It is easy to imagine how much this tragic
comedy would have lost if these martyrs of the post mortem medicina 
type would have truly suffered.'" 

1s there a predisposition for the noisy gossiping, for the violent 
demolishing contest, not lacking a certain color and humor, which can 
even become a regional characteristics? Yes, seems to admit, with the 
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conviction of those having expcrienced it, the Albanian Adrian Kysyku 
and Iordan, my Bulgarian friend. I feel inclined to consider they are 
both right.Maybe nenuphars, nevcr firtrees. 

March 2002, Bucharest 
lt is the time of frogs croaking in the Parliament and on television, 

in squares and on the radio, in the public institutions and, soon, every
where. The cry of eagles and the song of the nightingales, the belling. 

The Re.'Wnance Box 
April 2002 

For more than one year I have been waiting for an honest evalua
tion, no matter how tough it may be, but at least it ought to be based 
on the concrete data and facts of my mandate. Such an evaluation n
ever came from anyone, not even once. Nor was it asked by anyone. 

Politica I !ie is ambitious. It will manipulate tens of thousands, hun
dreds of thousands, millions of people. In order for it to succced, it 
needs a resonance box. We are the resonance box ourselves, to put is 
better, it is the misery inside us that is our resonance bow: distrust, en
vy, obscene curiosities, dissatisfied ambitions, cowardice, the joy of 
backbiting, of wishing someone 's failure, the pleasure of laughing at 
someone in need. The experts in lies provide one satisfaction for every
one, and they laugh at us, at our foolishness and our weaknesses. The 
pedestal which the lie mounts is made of the corpses of lost con
sc1ousnesses. 

Who says no to the lie? I hope the answer to this question will not 
be some awkward silence. 
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A CHANCE FOR TRUTH 

What /s Allowed and What Js Not 
2 May 2()()/, Windsor Costie 

I am in London, as an invited guest of Lord Griffith, with a view 
to presenting an expose at the conference on The Eterna! Truths at the 
Turn of a New Millennium, hosted in Windsor Castle. Participants are: 
bus.iness people from the United Kingdom, the USA, France, Ger
many; scholars, representatives of the clergy. The speech was followed 
by a round of interventions and debates, that, owing to the high inter
est of the audience, went on the ncxt day too. ln my intervention I ad
vocated the point that the eterna) truths should not be mistaken for the 
eterna) ideals, because good and evil are equally eterna), and the only 
thing that Man can do is to choose. I concluded my speech quite 
pompously, with a quotation from the Oath of the Knights of the 
Round Table: "May Our Lord give us wisdom to find the Good, the 
will to rightly choose it, and the power to accomplish it". On my way 
back to the slippery domain of the prcscnt age, I answered, while in 
the midst of debates to an assertion that placed democracy among the 
eterna! things; I claimed that democracy cannot bc considered eterna), 
democracy is only a way of managing things convcniently, in the least 
perilous manner, it keeps a fragile balance between good and evit. 

Politics, as a forrn of human lifc construction, was considered an art. 
What kind of art? An art of skillful lie-telling to attain power goals? It's 
not just so. ln a democratic society, politics may, indeed, be considered 
an art of half truths, if a code of conduct îs being observed. Because the 
art of politics gives altowance to a lie by omission. In more precise tenns, 
within politica) discourse, art consists of convincingly showing alt those 
truths that put you in an advantageous position while putting the political 
opponent at a disadvantage; this is different from scicnce, where the sci
cntific truth binds you to quote corrcctly with no dcviation alt the hy
potheses under debate, both convenient, and inconvenient. Where does 
this politica) pennissiveness come from'? Because the politica) opponent 
can do the same thing, in his turn he is free to show those things that are 
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convenient to him and those that are inconvenient to his rival. lf these al
legations follow a strict and correct pattern, both for you and for your 
adversary, the listener may put face to face the two halves of the truth 
and get the whole truth, the one that better sticks out from this debate, 
being thus able to knowingly opt for a solution. 

As forme, who came from the scientific environment, I found it 
was quite hard to understand this method, because, as I was saying, 
the goal of science is to discover the truth and nothing but the truth 
that shall not submitted to the vote. No majority ballot can change min
erals crystallization temperature or water boiling point. On the other 
hand, science promised neither economic welfare nor happiness to us. 
What it only promised was truth, while politics forces its servants to 
promise prosperity and happiness to the people, provided it keeps it
self within honorably accountable limits. 

Ali or Nothing 
4 March 2002, Pictor Mirea St. 

Work at my book is coming to a close. While revising the speech
cs and conferences I held between 1990-200 I and comparing them to 
what happened later, I realized that a few assumptions were too opti
mistic, some others were unrealistic, others - insufficiently well
grounded, but none of them was insincere. 

As regards the first volume, including Memoirs, I opted for a radi
cal solution, starting from the idea that when you speak about things 
you did or you were a witness to, people are not interested in 20%, 40%, 
or 90% of your truth. You either tel1 them everything or nothing. And 
the only way for you to be convincing is to teii the whole truth. But what 
are a statesman 's restrictions after all? Obviously, there are restrictions 
which relate to state secrets, for which a very precise code was worked 
out. Such restrictions are coded and equally restricted is also the num
ber of years until the time when they can be disclosed. However, speak
ing from my own experience as a statesman, I realized that in case you 
unabatedly respect the moral values, they coincide with the national in
terest and if you are ready to commit yourself to serve this particular in
terest straight away and in good faith, whether it brings you popularity 
and poli tical success or not, then the amount of information that cannot 
be communicated is very low, it sometimes is almost null. 

I fully share Rene Girard's creed. "I believe truth is nota vain word, 
or a mere effect, as they say nowadays. I believe that all that spares us 

81 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTANTINESCU 

the madness and death in this world is linked to this truth, but I don 't 
know howto refer to these things. The only things that seem approach
able to me are the texts and the institutions, and the proximity between 
these two has always been illuminating from all points of view. I easily 
admit that forme there is an ethical and a religious dimension, but this 
is the resuit of my own thought, it' s not some preconceived idea gov
eming outside investigation. It always seemed to me that if I were to 
make public the evidence of some readings of mine, the conclusions that 
strike me would equally strike those round me''. 

I Did Not Know 
February 1992, Stanford University 

Debate with the students. They are interested in the truth about the 
communist world behind the Iron Curtain and in what is currently going 
on there. Within the University, the Hoover Institute (founded by Herbert 
Hoover, the first geologist ever to become president), which collects doc
uments conceming the countries of central and south-eastern Europe, 
functions there. They are interested in the matter, but do not have data. 
We have now all the data, but we are not interested in the issue. 

A perfidious adversary to finding out the truth has proved to be 
the apparently innocent I didn't know. The fall of communism in East
em Europe after so many decades has brutally re-launched an older 
case of guilty conscience: silence in front of reprcssion and crime. 

A few days, weeks and months, after which the torch of truth 
seemed to rise to the sky, the ashes and the mud of lies have gradually 
covered the spark of our hopes. 

The fire of truth, that seemed damaging, has been put out espe
cially under the billions of drops that have becn mcrged into the calm 
and apparently purifying rain of I didn't know. 

Jean Cau told the well-known philosopher and leader of The 
French Communist Party, Roger Garaudy, who had declared that he 
didn't know anything about the Stalinist crimcs: "How come, that I 
who was not a university professor and a member of the Central Com
mittee, how come that I knew?" 

Vladimir Maximov, in a speech delivered for the writers and intel
lectuals in the west in 1976, a speech that Pamfil Seicaru had chosen as 
motto for a book that he had published in 1978, wamed: "If for one day 
your turn comes, do not shout, before being shot at or before beginning 
the march towards the concentration camp, that you have been fooled. 
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No, it was you who wanted tobe fooled, although we have warned you. 
Our conscience is at peace as far as you are regarded." 

Following a decade in which we have listened to so many state
ments we have come to the following conclusion: teii me what you re
member to teii you who you are. 

I have noticed that the strategy of the guilty ones has been to in
oculate the general fee ling of guilt to the victims. The fall of the Berlin 
Wall has been rapidly identified with the demolition of the difference 
between victims and executioners. In order to pardon the real guilty 
people and to ensure a fie Id of action for them as well as the cheapest 
camouflage, they have been covered by the landscape. 

The hegemony ofthe general guilt or the non-existence of any kind 
of guilt has been proclaimed and a general smearing has been resorted 
to. When one does not wish to identify the true guilty people, either 
everyone is guilty or nobody is. The hidden artisans of the seizure of 
democracy and market economy to the advantage of the old structures 
from the totalitarian period have set up a programme of action by 
which differences, minorities, oppositions and diversities have been 
attacked. Hate towards the groups that make up the diversity has been 
encouraged, as well as the scom towards callings and the clientele cap
italization of services and servitude. lnstead of callings, models, au
thorities, belief, innocence and guilt, a fonn of joining a unique, uni
form, standardized reality has been proposed. 

What is the relation bctween finding out the truth and innocence? 
Eugenio D'Ors warned us that "all human history can be conceived 

as an itinerary from the innocence that ignores to the innocence that 
knows."-

One has to know a lot in order to become innocent again. 
How much? 

Let Vs Read the Page Before Turning lt 

Communist regimes have lasted for so long not because of the re
pression, but because of the inoculated conviction - both of the vic
tims and of the executioners - that people will never find out the truth 
and therefore, nobody will be responsible for one 's deeds. 

Ten years after the fall of communism, we can see that all the pre
dictions regarding the danger of a vengeance on part of its victims or 
of their descendants have been denied by reality and though the dan-
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ger of vengeance and retaliation is no longer of intercst due to too 
much time elapsed, a serious debate regarding the system did not take 
place and is not foreseeable in the near future. 

The interest of the European west in the history of the last century 
rarely goes over the boundaries of the Second World War. American 
historians seem to stop. until the attack and the tragcdy of September 
11, 200 I, at the war in Vietnam. Now they are starting to reconsider 
hurriedly and rather late the history of the last five decades, and espe
cially the fu ture of history, from the point of view of a faccless enemy 
and the war against terrorism among these reduccd perspectives. A
mang the panels of an outdated scenography. the idea that the com
munist dictatorship was a good ideology badly applied gains support. 

Communism has never stood moral trial and there are no signs of 
anyone wanting it. 

The silence kept about the crimes of communism for a decade s
ince its fall continues to be deafening. 

Not even the proposal of the first democratic president of Bulgar
ia - to read the page of the history of communism tirst before tuming 
it - did not meet with more success. 

One naturally asks: "Is the truth of a communism that seems to 
have fallen so easily still of any importance'?'' My answer is definitely 
affinnative. 

The phrase "who doesn't know the mistakcs of history risks re
peating them" seems an outdated commonplace. And yet, a new gen
eration without its own recollections of communism, having its own 
experience, more otten than not traumatic. belonging to a new kind of 
society is already active. 

An Unfit Relationship 
April 2000, Bucharest 

I am surprised to notice that there are very few people in Romania 
who understand the essence of the process of impcachment to which 
President Clinton is subject, he who is the president of one of the most 
prosperous periods in American history, a period during which it be
came the supreme world power in all areas. The seriousness of the alle
gations does not concern the improper relationship with Monica Lewin
sky. It is common knowledge that most American presidents, starting 
with Roosevelt and more recently, Kennedy, had extramarital affairs in 
the very place that seemed sacrosanct, not long ago, the White House. 
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The issue under debate in the Congress within the impeachment 
procedure consists in thc initial denia) by President Clinton of this re
lationship in front of the representatives of justice. What the US Con
gress, representing the mentality of democracy, wanted to emphasize, 
beyond any partisan politica) dispute, was the fact that a president is 
not allowed to hide the truth from the judicial and legislative power, 
not only when major issues are at stake, but also when issues that oth
erwise would be regarded as minor are at stake. 

Truth stands a bigger chance in democratic, market economy sys
tems that are primarily based on trust. 

The art of success starts from the reputation of a trustworthy per
san, someone whose word can be trusted and once given that that per
san abides by it. An open society functions on the basis of a culture of 
honesty that brings along financial and social advantages. Lies dis
qualify you right away. Strategy is, therefore, to be trustworthy, to be 
someone people can rely on. Let us remember Mrs. Margaret Thatch
er's famous statement about Gorbatchev, which was the greatest com
pliment a westerner ever made. She said: "He is someone we can do 
business with", therefore, he is trustworthy. Had he been considered a 
lying communist, he would have been rejected; perceived as "trust
worthy", he was accepted. 

Thcre is a clear-cut distinction in behavior as far as truth is con
cemed, between the heads of democratic states and the heads of totali
tari an regimes. lt is true that the mechanisms of democracy do not even 
allow for the prolonged concealing of a truth, so that its acknowledge
ment from the very first moment, or at least at the point when the in
stitutions of the state start functioning, is the best way of action both 
for the country and for the person involved. Many of those who have 
preserved the mentality of totalitari an regimes have understood with 
difficulty the reason for Nixon's resignation in a scandal of listening 
to the recorded conversations at a meeting of the Democratic Party, 
after he had overwhelmingly won the presidential elections in front of 
the democrat candidate; or the reason for Carter's acknowledgement 
of a failed American commando in Iran, at a moment when the Irani
ans themselves did not know about its existence in their country, al
though he risked, losing the elections, which happened eventually. I 
have seen later on, even on a personal scale, that all those who at that 
time were involved in structures of power in totalitari an states were 
not able to comprehend this. For them it remained a total mystery the 
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reason why a president of Nixon's ca liber would resign for such a tri
tle as listening to the conversations. In contrast with this attitude the 
way in which the Soviet Union has acted even during the last decades 
when something was hard to conceal as it was the case of the accident 
in Chernobyl or more recent ones, like the nuclear submarine, has led 
to lack of credibility. Today Carter's popularity is even bigger than it 
was when he was president and Nixon has been positively reconsid
ered, while those who have lied are disconsidered. 

/n Two Hundred Years Time 
17-21 Decemher 2001, Bucharest 

Confined to staying indoors by a fractured right leg, I keep on 
watching the sterile and boring debates about the tragic events of De
cember '89. I am surprised at the answer to a stereotypical final ques
tion: "When do you think are we going to find out the truth about the 
Revolution?" given by a young historian: "In two hundred years!" At 
first I thought this was one of those usual terribi listic statements voiced 
on the TV screen. However, upon opening: The History of Romania, 
published in 1998 by Mihai Bărbulescu, Denis Deletant, Keith Hitchins, 
Serban Papacostea, and Pompiliu Teodor, one of the most serious pieces 
of work I have ever read, I have noticed, that the contribution of the 
three (great) Romanian historians stopped around the year 1821, the pe
riod 1821-1990 being handled by the two foreign historians. 

It ~ems that, all of a sudden, a hundred and seventy years of dis
tance are necessary. As forthe history of the last 12 years, it has not 
been written yet. 

The Truth that Makes One Lonely 
./11/y 2000, Briidet 

I am going to see my mother in my parents' house in the village of 
my childhood. I remember that, when I was a child, my mother would 
read me a fairy tale from the Petre Ispirescu Collection. A tale about a 
servant faithful to the emperor, who had been trusted with the secret 
of the life and death of his master under the menace that he would be 
turned into stone if he ever revealed that secret. 

Faithful to his master the servant revealed him, at all risks, what 
awaits him, even if with each word, he would first be turned into s
tone up to the knees, then to the waist, then to the armpits, and then 
his entire body would become stone. 
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Today I believe that if peoples would be truly seen as masters of 
their leaders, this could be the way to erect the few stane statues of 
those who have led them at a given point intime to the painful path of 
the truth that makes one lonely. 
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PILLS TO CURE PRIDE 

The Mirror Corridor 
June 2001, Elefterie 44 

Trying to straighten my back which is stiffbecause of the long pe
riod of time spent bent over the writing desk, I takc refuge in an arm
chair and with a reflex gesture I switch on the TV set. At 4 a.m., all 
TV stations are filled with erotic, horror or stupid SF movies. Only 
the TVR would broadcast at this prime time hour a cultural show. lt 
must have started for some time but seeing the familiar face of Stefan 
Augustin Doinas I kept on watching the show. Answering the delicate 
questions of a feminine voice, Stefan Augustin Doi nas was putting to
gether bits and pieces of his own life: warm words for masters and 
friends, the confession of failures or small compromises, the refusal to 
talk about the year spent in communist jails because others had suf
fered worse, the refusal to accept excuses for failurcs, "those who had 
value eventually became known even during thc communist regime", 
the honest joy of featuring with a poem in school textbooks ... How 
many intellectuals, how many peoplc can spcak likc that nowadays? 

I'm looking among my books for his latest book, T.fi'om tresor, 
that he had given me as a present with a gcnerous dedication that 
spring, and I find there again the answer to a fricnd who had confcsscd 
to the sin of being haughty and to thc inability of fighting it: "I havc 
the feeling that I am unique, J see myself cvcrywhcrc and I cannot get 
enough of me" - that friend had confesscd to him. "You should as
sume your current condition, bccausc it is only in this way that you 
will have a basis upon which you could try and get another one". Thc 
advice of the author sounds paradoxical, as he offcrs an original 
method of treatment. "Imagine you are on a long and elegant boulc
vard among mirrors. Convince yourself that thc only esplanade from 
which you are offered a view worthy of your famc is this boulevard a
mong mirrors, where you can get by excess whatever you could not 
get by abstinence. Imagine that a whole advanced system of mirrors 
goes to great pains to capture, reflect and multiply indefinitely your 
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superb image under which your unique seif puts himself forth as a hu
man model ... Is therc anything else moving in the world? Nothing 
whatsoever but for your retlection. Is there anyone left to people this 
country where illusion reigns as an ever-young queen'? No one except 
you. If you walk at the same pace along the boulevard among mirrors, 
the pleasure with which you had been watching yourself for a long 
time would diminish. Your admiration would be gradually disturbed 
just like glory darkened by chcers. That is to say you will no longer 
look at yourself in ecstasy, as you have watched your favorite movie 
actor (who was you), but just as you would watch his stuntman. lf the 
image you have about yourself succeeded in causing you a spasm, then 
you are saved." 

Decemher 200 I, Vie/oria Pa/ace 
Twclve years after thc fall of communism, thc dclirium of 

grandeur strikes back. Minister Cozmâncă, an old Ceausescu aparat
cic, revives the teleconferenccs that were so very dear to the former 
dictator by using the )atest technology in communication. 

Every week, live (and replay), Adrian Năstase, the prime minister 
of the Năstase Govemment, scolds in front of the press and the nation 
the incapable representativcs of local government, who listen to his 
precious advicc, silent and humblc. Ali along thc teleconfcrcncc, thc 
big and small screens givc a hugc close-up of the prime minister's face, 
while his timorous interlocutors take turn in occupying a small squarc 
to the left of the screen, as small as a handkerchief pocket under the 
tlap of the new party and govemment leader's jacket. The prime min
ister talks for a few hours, looking complacently at himself, very much 
Iike in the boul ev ard with mirrors imagined by Doi nas. I haven 't no
ticed so far the least trace of spasm. 

The Household People 
I 9R0-l 9R9, Deva, Baia Mare, Miercurea Ciuc 

The field trips for research or practice with the students begin to 
be marked by general difficulties: the lack of gasoline, hotels without 
central heating, empty stores. Part of my former students hold now, 
however, leading positions in the mining areas. They have entered the 
network of the local aristocracy where the exchange of goods and con
nections works well, so I can arrange for my accommodation and mea) 
at the party hotels, the only places where there is central heating and 
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the meals are served on the spot and as takeaway. What is hard to un
derstand there, at least forme, are the household people: the activists 
from the Center, tlattered by the local nomenclaturc. It is difficult for 
me to explain how the mere repulsion to the way they walk, with feet 
apart and bellies forward, their wide necks over the collar of their 
Ieather clothes and their opaque look makes me prefer to arrogance, 
the cold and poverty of the regular hotels. 

The Boastful Soldier and the Nuclear Poker Game 
August /995, Eforie Nord 

The University of the Black Sea has invited me to deliver a tec
ture on politicians in post communist transition. I could have forgot
ten everything I said then, if, in August 1998, still at the seaside, I 
wouldn't have read on the cover of Domniţa Ştefanescu's book "Two 
Years of Romania History - January 1995 - January 1997" a small 
passage from that lecture, regarding the profite of the politician that is 
the descendant of the former activists of the Roman ian Communist 
Party "arrogant and shrewd, eager to become rich, humble when it is 
the case, coarse at parties, solemn at ceremonies, prone to remember 
his national belonging whenever this brings along advantages, patriot 
in verse, but cosmopolitan when it comes to dollars." I did not know 
that in the years to come, I was to meet them and know them well. 

In the capital as well as during my trips to the countryside, I real
ize that, as opposed to the arrogance of thc newly rich of the transition 
with the ostentation of their cars, houses, jcwellcry and tailor-made 
suits, the arrogance of the old nomenclaturc, rccyclcd so astoundingly 
by today's bosses, seems simplistic. But this docs not make the con
nection between them less clear. Becausc thc arrogant man rises be
yond say, it is impossible for him howcvcr to ovcrcome his human 
condition. Well-hidden by egalitarian slogans, the communist arro
gance emerged at the very dawn of thc workers' rcvolution. The Bol
shevik - the big man never knew dialogue; his interlocutor either ac
cepted the dogma without saying a word or he was an enemy that had 
to be destroyed. Party leaders were never wrong. With the killing dur
ing the criminal period of communist dictatorship, of the truc, poten
tial or invcnted enemies, the communist leaders of the 60's - 80's 
found themselves lacking background contrast for their arrogance that 
was spreading as a sea with no shores. Lacking the exercise of con
versation, or at least dialogue and used to give lessons in their own 
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homes, leaders such as Hruschev or Ceausescu failed miserably at in
temational meetings. Hruschcv's scene of hysterics at the UN is com
mon knowledge when he took off a shoe and started to bang it against 
the table. However when Hruschev had to play live with Kennedy the 
scene of nuclear poker from thc play The Cuban Missile Crisis he act
ed (fortunately for mankind) as thc boastful soldier from the Comme
dia dell' Arte. 

Prayer Breakfast 
February /994, Washington 

I have been invited to take part in the Breakfast with Prayer by the 
US Congress and Senate. After the fall of the Berlin Wali and the end 
of the cold war, the United States, now the only supreme world pow
er, has to pass the exam of politica! and military arrogance. For us, 
Easterners, it is of utmost importance to see to what extent pounding 
the table will be replaced by beating one's breast within the gestures 
of world politics. In the presence of over 1200 personalities from all 
over the world,president Clinton delivered a speech on the issue at 
hand. After an introduction that conventionally mimics modesty "I 
find it difficult to speak about the exceptional intervention by senator 
Sam Nunn", the American prcsident focuses his discourse on the idea 
that the position of uniquc supcrpower must not lead to arrogance, be
cause only God is above us all, and we are meant to contribute togeth
er to the creation of a better world for all of us. 

Rhetoric and show aside, I fccl a concentrated effort on the part of 
the US towards building a well-balanced politica! and military dis
course. 

A.E.J.O.U. 
Septemher 1994, Paris 

ln the pleasant atmospherc of the luxurious apartment in the 16th 
arrondisment, belonging to the distinguished Mrs. D., a private talk 
with a few reputed French joumalists specialized in intemational poli
tics is on the way. Without a recording device, notebooks or pens. Af
ter a walk through the Balkans, Russia and central Europe, we come 
to what the whole world calls pax americana. Can imperial arrogance 
come back to life in today's world? I recall a well-known example in 
central Europe at the end of the last century: the Habsburgs, during 
their glorious supremacy, took on as their motto the five vowels we 
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1 ea rn at school when we study the alphabet: A.E.1.O.U; Austriae Est 
Imperare Orbi Uni verso, meaning „It is only fitting that Austria should 
rute over the entire planet". 

One of the journalists taking part in this dialogue reminds every
one of a triptych of statements following the end of the cold war. In an 
article published on the 31 st of January 1991 in Le Monde, president 
George Bush claimed that the US had undertaken the unique task of 
making the cause of freedom progress because they (the Americans) 
are "the only ones who have both the moral stature and the necessary 
means to do it". A few days later, rapidly growing aware of how diffi
cult this unique claimed responsibility was and of the danger of the 
arrogant tone employed, he confessed to David Frost that his state
ment had been "blown out of proportion", confession that was confi
dential enough tobe published in the New York Times. James Baker, 
secretary of state during George Bush 's tenn. Only a week later, in thc 
issue from the 8th of February 1991 of Le Monde, stated as a good 
patcher, states that he was the supporter of a way of treating "after war 
issues with a new sense of modesty". These moves in the rhythm of a 
sonata show us that on the western stage. pol itical arrogance, even i f 
it exists, is sung differently. 

The Hours of Challenge 
I I Septemher 200 I, Bucharesl - New York 

It is a quiet aft:emoon. In thc rcading room of thc ASPEC library I 
am talking to some young graduate students of politica I science a boul 
the tendencies of international politics. Someone enters the room in 
great excitement and calls for us to come in thc ncxt room and watch 
the TV for a shocking imagc. Thc North Towcr of the World Tradc 
Centre in Manhattan shows a big black holc causcd - wc are told - by 
the impact with a passenger plane. With the eyes glued to the screen. 
we watch how a second plane hits the South Tower. The fa[[ of the first 
tower follows shortly after, thcn thc fa[[ of the second. One side of thc 
Pentagon in Washington is in flames following the impact of a third 
plane. The news of the crash of a fourth passenger plane meant to hit 
the White House is being aired. CNN is broadcasting live images, post
ing altematively the fatal moments at New York time: 8:48, 9:03, 9:40, 
10:03, I 0:05, I 0:29. In an interval of I O I minutes the political, mili
tary and financial symbols of the United States, the biggest politica I, 
military and financial power of the world had been attacked. In three 
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out of four cases the attack succecded. The images bring to the fore
ground the drama of cornpletely innocent people, sacrificed for the 
sake of an insane and frightening plan. I suddenly rernember that one 
of my cousins works prccisely at the World Trade Centre on the 30th 
floor. The phone connections to New York are blocked. So seems to 
be the entire world. 

The biggest act of defiance in history seems to take shape. The hu
rni liation of our contemporary superpower. "The world will never be 
the same''. is the general chorus. But what will follow next? Wouldn 't 
the arrogance of terror be born out of the humiliation of a superpower? 

The way in which the new George W. Bush Administration han
dled the crisis of the 1 l th of September 200 l, meant to hit the arro
gance of American inviolability, shows how important it is to have a 
well-balanced behaviour in the tough moments of the new poker round 
of global terrorism. 

"Hold your jaw!" 
Jan11a1~1· 2002, The Romanian Parliamenl 

I 'm watching the TV and I c311not believe it. Annoyed at a rather 
benign question, the minister for thc co-ordination of the General Sec
retary Office of the Government threatens the frail parliamentary op
position by asking it to hold their jaw. The reaction of public opinion 
concerns mainly the use of foul language. Looking at this scene, I am 
appalled by the way in which the arrogance towards the interlocutors 
has extended to the arrogance towards the main democratic institution 
which does not even deserve that language control the communists 
maintained. How did we come to this? 

Communist regimes used to crush individual personality between 
the steel walls of ideology and the concrete block of egalitarianism, 
putting it to sleep in the thick felt network where communication was 
impossible. With the fall of the Berlin Wali, all these were undone and 
the post-communist transition became the privileged space for the 
clash of all arrogance. Arrogance diversified. It is just the coat with 
which the haughtiness of the oppressed individual emerged into the 
world which is the same - arrogance. Whoever could succeed better 
in the new confrontation of arrogance than the former members of the 
nomenclature, who have become the rich of the transition as well? 

The man who claimed that history is something that does not teach 
you anything went through the consequences of this arrogant approach 
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to the very end. A tragic approach, which changed however the face 
of Europe. On a local levei of masters and newly rich of you cannot 
but shudder at the idea of the lack of awareness with which these po
litica! post-December leaders, coming from nothing and who declare 
emphatically that God is on the side of PDSR, will keep on being pris
oners of their own arrogance, claiming their successes, blind with 
haughtiness up to the brink of the abyss, ignoring the terrible experi
ence of the one who had been shot in December. 

The Mantie and the Mud 
26 March 1999, Rohia 

I reach the village Remetea Chioarului by plane up to Cluj and then 
by car. The peasants, led by their mayor, priest and the school headmas
ter, are waiting decently. I am glad I have got there. The local people 
are dignified in their suffering. 1 am fed up with the shrewd and loud 
people looking for a profit that I always encounter. A night before I had 
seen on TV a short broadcast on the broken bridge. The children had to 
pass the river on a small footbridge to go to school, the cattle had to be 
walked through the water and the households were separated from the 
town hall, the church and the hospital. I asked minister Noica if he could 
do something. He could! He is one of the few people whose word I can 
count on. I promise the villagers that in five months they would have a 
real bridge to withstand na turc 's forces. As I was getting ready to go 
back to Bucharest, Nicolae Noica asked me whether I wanted to see 
what had been built in Rohia. Of course, 1 did. He is delighted to show 
me the concrete road that goes up in curvcs from the main road to the 
monastery. The monastery has got now a concrete bulwark, new build
ings and halls. In between them therc is a small concrete yard. Every
thing is solid, massive and ostentatious. The abbot, a good manager, is 
proud of his achievements. Everyone important comes to us - he says. 
He asks me whether I like it. I pretend I do not hear him. I do not like it. 
I appreciate their effort and their pri de, but I don 't like it. When I used 
to work in these mountains as a geologist, I used to climb on foot the 
old path up to the monastery hidden by trees. Had it looked as it does 
now, I am sure that Nicolae Steinhardt wouldn't have chosen this place 
for his life as a monk. Is Steinhardt's bookcase still there? - I ask. Igo 
up the stairs hoping it had remained unchanged. I am relieved. lt didn 't 
change. The same simple shelves. The same books, with grey paper and 
their thin cardboard covers, gathered with hard work and listed careful-
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ly. The humble fir wood table. The sacredness of thought and senses. 
The collectedness of thc man who knew the exuberance of Bucharest's 
cafes and the tortures of communist jails. 

Steinhardt used to rccall an old folk tale in which Saint Nicholas 
and Saint Cassian, summoncd by God, meet a peasant with his carriage 
stuck in mud. Saint Nicholas rolls up and gets dirt on his mantie, letting 
God wait for him in order to help the troubled peasant. Saint Cassian 
keeps his mantie clean hurrying to meet God. God however would shat
ter his haughtiness and cleanliness by praising Saint Nicholas who was 
late. The erudite monk from Rohia saw in this small story an example 
for the church which takes part not only in man 's and world 's tragedy 
but also in the troubles and disgusting things of everyday life. 

25 Decemher I 989, The Metropolitan Church Hi/I 
The first free Christmas in four decades of atheist regime. The TV 

and radio broadcast livc thc Christmas mass from the Patriarch Cathe
dral in Bucharest. lt is an unusuaBy warrn and beautiful December day. 
The mad terror of guns has suddcnly stopped andin the unreal peace, 
our eyes, cars and hearts open to the mystery of the birth of Jesus. 
There was no better time for God's word to find a more welcoming 
soii. After three days during which the sound of bullets had been ac
companied by the hypocritical statements of the forrner recycled politi
cians, we could have had thc amazing chance of listening to something 
else: a simple sermon about the birth of a new world, about Iove and 
hope. A declaration of penitcnce on part of the clergy who have served 
willingly or not willingly, thc regime, a prayer of commemoration for 
those serving the church who had defended faith, who had suffered 
and died for it. A terrible burden on the shoulders of the old Patriarch 
and of the gathering of high hierarchs. Unable to sense the mi racle that 
was to come, they have missed the moment. In front of the millions of 
Romanians many of whom were seeing a mass for the first time, the 
TV directors and camera operators, who only a few days before had 
filmed homage shows dedicated to the dictator, were filming now with 
the same skill the costumes, the clerical tiaras, the icons and the chal
ices. Blinded by the lights, the high hierarchs were turned overnight 
into the actors of the first post-revolutionary show, they fell pray to 
arrogance, building out of bows and prolonged kisses of the hand of 
his Holiness the Patriarch a long moment of personal glory, which they 
would continue frantically during the endless blessings and official 

95 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTANTINESCU 

offices for the dead. Most of the onlookers sleeping in the ignorance 
of half a century of atheism, did not perceivc back then, and not even 
later on, the rustling of the glorious moment that was !ost in the mist 
of the years to come. His Holiness's mantie kept on shining in its spot
less whiteness, and the nation 's carriage remained stuck in the mud of 
history. Who has reached God? 

The Dwi't on the Teacher \· Desk 
2 5 April I 996, Calea Victoriei 120 

The Group for Social Dialogue invites me to its headquarters on 
Calea Victoriei for a talk on Romani a 's economic and poli tical situa
tion. In fact, it is a public examination, meant to determine whether I 
deserve to be given support for my candidacy in the presidential elec
tions, decided by COR as a consequence of another examination the 
22nd of March 1995. I obviously receive it. Ali my life I have taken 
exams; ever since '90 more often than not they have been public. I 
know all the participants well. They are mostly humanists, and have 
fi lied in positions within the academic body of the University since '90 
either on a full time basis or on a part time basis. As a vice Chancellor 
and then Chancellor I have read out of duty and interest their resumes, 
their books and their presentation papers from their files. I have had 
heated debates with some others, both publicly and privately. Without 
wanting it, I know both their weakncsses and thcir strengths, their am
bitions and frustrations, their affairs and the gossip they use in order to 
constantly bicker at each other in the grinder of today's and yesterday's 
cultural and worldly society. But now it is something else. The TV 
lights are on, the notebooks of young journalists ( otherwise students in 
their spare time) rustle, a pilc of microphones and recording devices 
occupy the low tables in a relative equilihri11m, The egos suddenly în
crease as a bunch of big and colourful bal loons. The show may begin: 
the prize - two pages with a lot of pictures in thc '"22" magazine, a few 
seconds on the evening TV news and, if I make a limp comment, as
mall headline in a central newspaper. 

The meeting resembles a trial, the statements - small indictments. 
This is how it works here, in the centre-right, with the intellectuals. I 
know the game, I would act like that mysclf. An intellectual without a 
criticai approach would be nonsense. Otherwise he would be on the 
list of supporters for Ion Iliescu. However, it seems to me that every 
once in a while a good word wouldn't harm. 
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A rustle arises, as if in The Third Letter. Liicec1nu is here. In the 
end, when he considers that I have been sufficiently shaken and stirred, 
the master speaks: 

- How do you think, professor, that you will be able to solve the 
problems of the country, if you could not solve as rector the problems 
of the University? 

At last, a question I like. It was no longer something about ideolo
gies, programmes, charm, image. I was on solid ground, it was some
thing I knew to the smallest detail. 

- And what are the problems I have to solve, as rector, that I 
haven 't solved yet? - I ask in my turn. 

- Whenever I go to deliver my lecture, at the faculty, there is dust 
on my desk, I have found a nail sticking out of a chair and there is no 
toilet paper at the toilet - the indignant philosopher bursts out. 

- Professor, - I answer him - a week ago, the University Senate, 
where 30% of the members are students, has analysed the carrying out 
of the reforms and development programme of the University, 
launched in 1992. I have been charged with its accomplishment when 
I was chosen rector, and the Senate has unanimously approved the bal
ance sheet I have presented. During the time that I was rector, the 
number of faculties has doubled, the number of students has tripled, 
the number of academic departments has doubled as well, conditions 
have been created for including valuable intellectuals in the academic 
body, people that had been kept away from the University, among 
whom you yourself. Twenty-three new research centres have been set 
up, mainly by means of self-financing. The curricula has been updat
ed. The international scientific cooperation has been enhanced. The s
tudy space and the number of student hostels has been increased. lt is 
true that the salaries and scholarships haven 't been risen, but I suspect 
that you know that this is not in the hands of the Chancellor. On the 
other hand, 25% of the University budget is ensured by means of self
financing and I think that this is relevant. Unfortunately, I am under 
the impression that you don't know and you don't care about these 
things. As far as the issues that bother you weekly, I can teii you that 
whenever there was dust in my faculty or in the lab, I did not hesitate 
to clean it myself neither as an assistant lecturer nor now as a profes
sor. In my rector's office I have a geologist's hammer and if it is ab
solutely necessary, I will knock, as a friendly gesture, the nail in your 
chair, but as fai: as the toilet paper is concemed, you'll have to bring it 
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yourself, or you'll have to persuade the cleaning lady to perform hcr 
duties from hcr job description. 

Seven years have passed since then, but this event still intrigues 
me. Maybe it was then and there thal I should havc rcalised what it 
means to bccome prcsident of Romania and I should have given up 
my candidacy, if it hadn 't been too late. Recause those words uttercd 
by a în distinguished philosopher. render. more convincingly than any 
other politica!, sociologica! or psychological survey. thc entire confu
sion în our society regarding the assignmcnt of tasks and responsibili
ties. We may organize hundreds of symposia on subsidiarity, if thc 
people lcading these symposia expect the rector of a univcrsity to or
ganize the tasks of the clcaning lady în wiping thc dust and replenish
ing the toilet and that thc rector himself and not the othcrs up to him: 
the tutor, the assistant lccturcr, thc lccturcr, thc hcad of thc departmcnt, 
thc dean, thc administrative manager and the vice chanccllor should 
control and answer each in turn for thcir rcsponsibilitics, leaving the 
one who has a superior position on the ladder the Lime and energy to 
deal with solving what they can 't or shouldn 't do. And there is some
thing clse: "firing" should follow thc complicatcd path rcquired by thc 
law, that of proposals "frorn below". which nobody, whcn it comcs to 
it îs prone to do. 

This event had a positive outcome as well. When I bccame presi
dent, I was ablc to bc more undcrstanding of thc circumstances whcn 
unemployed, widows, retircd pcasants and so many poor peoplc com
plained to me about the lack of solutions for thcir problems, that werc 
of littlc interest on a national scale, but of big intercst to their lives. lf 
a great thinkcr of our country thought that the rector of thc University 
should deal with wiping thc dust on his desk what can I cxpcct from 
an old lady complaining that the mailman hadn 't brought hcr pension 
money on time, or that a peasant has got the ditch in front of his house 
covcred with soii? 

Ni de mal, ni de bien 
4 Decemher 2000, the Museum of the Roman ian Peasant 

I lay a wreath on the catafalquc of thc lamentcd painter Horia 
Bernea. He is to be buried in thc yard of thc Mavroghcni Church, for 
the restoration of which he had worked so hard. Thrce days before he 
had been awarded The National Order of Merit, the de grec of the Great 
Cross. According to the rule approvcd by law, a military company sur-
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rounds the funeral procession. It is, maybe after decades that a great 
artist receives military honours. The salutes of automatic guns tear the 
calm of the quiet neighbourhood, scattering the crows on the church 
steeple. By comparison, the sound of the frozen clods of soii doesn 't 
seem sinister anymore. Horia Bernea 's sudden and unexpected depar
ture made me deeply anxious. He was both a man of strong beliefs as 
well as action. The Museum of the Roman ian Peasant is his founda
tion full of grace. He was one of the few people who had offered me 
unconditional support. In a short time, those gathered inside the church 
meet on the other side of the road, in one of the halls of the museum. 
Irina Nicolau, who had always followed him in inspiration and faith, 
serves us alms and wine. At the long wooden table there are Liiceanu, 
Plesu and Patapievici. After saying God bless you for it! Liiceanu starts 
questioning me in his well-known professor-like manner: 

"Mr. President, what do you regret during your term?" 
I admit the eterna) temptation of observers to hunt down the mis

takes of those caught in the fire of action and then examine in a supe
rior manner, their asking for forgiveness for their sins and their lamen
tation. I look away from the jug of clay towards the deep eyes of the 
moralist and I answer: 

"Nothing." 
"Nothing?" 
"Nothing." 
And yet, I Iove Liiceanu. I loved him when he wrote Appeal to the 

Toad-eaters and I still Iove him now. The haughtiness of the philoso
pher is not arrogance. It is just an opinion stated emphatically. It may be 
the desperate cry when the absurd move of reality "displaces the lines". 

Corneliu Coposu used to teii me that in '92, when he was looking 
for a candidate for the Convention, he thought first of Liiceanu. And he 
had asked him how he was seeing a presidential campaign. A few in
spired discourses on TV can change the state of mind of the nation - the 
philosopher answered him. I don't think it was discarding the direct con
tact with the simple people that Coposu liked so much. lt was merely an 
immense confidence in the power of ideas and the power ofthe word. 

Hybris 
23 September 1999, Salonica 

After having passed over the high peaks of the Rodopa Mountains, 
the plane descends smoothly to Central Macedonia. I can see the 
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Chalkidiki peninsula through the porthole, shining like a hand with 
long thin fingers spread over the Aegean Sea. On the way to the hotel 
from Thessaloniki airport, I teii the governor who had come to wel
come me that I would like to make a short stop at the statues of Alexan
der the Great and Aristotle. Alexander the Great dominates from the 
height of his pedestal, while Aristotle seems much closer to us being 
surrounded by the tab Ies of the ca fes in the Square and assaulted by 
children who play on the statue sliding down, polishing its bronze. The 
book has outranked the sword. In fact, the greatest merit of Alexander 
the Great's empire, as it was of the Roman Empire later on, was the 
fact of having spread Greek philosophy in their territories. 

I remember that when I was running for the presidential elections 
of '92, a joumalist had asked me which was my poli tical model. I had 
answered without hesitation: the founding fathers of the American Con
stitution. A year before, I had seen in Williamsburg their simple houses, 
the church and the school equally humble. The Bihle and the books of 
the Greek philosophers, especially Aristotle, were the spiritual assets of 
these industrious and austere people. In Washington, staying in front of 
the marble plaque where the Bill o(Rights îs rendered, I realised the 
greatness of their project. It did not li mit itself to the interests of some 
farmers and tradesmen from the New World, but it addressed the human 
being everywhere in all its greatness or misery. 

Congressman Frank Wolf was expecting me in the hotel lobby to 
show me to the Conference Room. I had come to Salonica for one after
noon, invited to deliver the main speech at a conference gathering the 
representatives of the civil society from all Balkan countries and an im
portant group of American senators and congressmen. I know many of 
them, we have met at the civic, academic, ecumenica) meetings, before 
or during conflicts that have troubled our tumultuous region. Others who 
shake my hand warmly I don 't recall. Some are new, most of them very 
young and this pleases me. Most of them had come a day before and 
seem well at ease together. Was it a test of compatibility? 

I start my speech with a rhetorical question: Are we capable of un
derstanding the depth of the tragic lesson of the 20th century now, 
-when it comes to its end? A terrifying century that began with a blood 
bath, the first world war, on the ruins of which two horrible evils were 
bom, which have outnumbered the victims, everything that history had 
known so far: nazi and communist dictatorship. Both of them have a 
common root: the arrogant will to subdue the world, to impose on 
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everyone one 's own rule by means of violence. On this land full of 
history and torn by unexpected crises, we have the duty to closely ex
amine the past to avoid repeating it. In this place where we are, it might 
be easier to remember that, over 2000 years ago, the tragic poets of A
thens had understood that the haughtiness of the lack of measure, hy
bris leads to the defeat of mortals. And the first deadly sin mentioned 
in The Holy Bible is pride. The haughty disregarding of the world's 
making, as the divinity had intended it - harsh, never perfect, merely 
keeping in it the secret of redemption - the overlooking of its diversi
ty and the thoughtless attempt at destruction in the name of a perfect 
world, built only by man 's hands, drowned in blood and death the his
tory of the 20th century. The way to a better beginning starts with a 
humble thought in front of God. 

How could we enter the 3rd millennium with the enormous pride 
of using our God against the others God? 

After having finished my speech, I withdrew together with a few 
American congressmen in a small parlour. On the walls, there were 
sepia photos of inter-war Salonica. Through the open window towards 
the seashore I can hear the waves. One of the congressmen started the 
conversation rather abruptly. "Next year you have elections. How 
many TV stations do you rely on?" "None." "How many radio stations 
do you rely on?" "None." "Have you hired a western campaign team?" 
"No.'' "How about an advertising agency?" "No." He smiled. "I 
thought that we will once pray together for your success. I think that 
we' 11 have to pray severa I times and longer." 

We put our hands together, Orthodoxs, Baptists, Catholics and we 
prayed for peace, freedom and democracy. The sun was on the verge 
of setting in the sea and maybe because of that our faces seemed bright 
for a moment. 

The Vanity of lnnocence 
26 April 1990, University Square 

It's evening I have finished my classes and I'm heading for the 
lab. On the hallway a few leaders of the Students' League invite me to 
speak from the University balcony. "Upstairs there is Mrs. Mia Braia 
and Mrs. Ana Blandiana will come as well." - they teii me. The ac
cess of the Students' League to the balcony of the dean 's office of the 
Faculty of Geology, with The perrnission of the rector's Office was an 
unhoped for success. The balcony became a rostrum of freedom and 
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democracy, triggering an exciting dialogue between the more or less 
improvised speakers and the demonstrators in the University Square. 
It was the third day since the opening of the balcony and nobody could 
foresee president Iliescu's reaction, that of the FSN government and 
especially that of the fonner Securitate people who had shown through 
everything that had happened over the last four months that they would 
not hesitate in front of threats and would not give up violence. The p
resence of Ana Blandiana was symbolic both to the people in the 
Square and to the outside. Mine, much more prosaic, had to give the 
students a sign that they had support at least on part of the leaders of 
the University. When Mihai Gheorghiu invited me to step out on thc 
balcony and speak to the people in the Square, I said: "After Mrs. Ana 
Blandiana.; It was nota polite reflex, but the awareness that I could 
occupy only a small place in the shadow of the great poetess who had 
accepted tobe a civic voice at a crucial moment. On that night of April, 
the emotional shock, anyone would have on hcaring the thousands of 
people shouting: "We Iove you", was blurred by the fact that it was 
for the first time when I had the opportunity of talking to the poetess 
whose many volumes of poetry and prose, and articles in literary mag
azines I had anxiously read. When leaving I walked her out, as a host 
along the dark corridors of the University and I refrained from tel ling 
her (and I haven't told her to this very day) that my first book, for 
which I had been awarded thc prize of thc Romanian Academy in 
1979, The Mineralogy of the Skarns from Sasca Montana, had an 
opening motto rendering a few lines from her poems. Against all cus
toms I had used those lines cven în the issucs of my dry Ph.O. thesis 
in front of the mcmbers of the scientific committec. I did not miss thc 
opportunities to meet her in person, beforc the Rcvolution as well, 
through common friends. But I was always kcpt hy the fear that know
ing the person would cast a shadow 011 the impression given by know
ing her work, as it happens so often. 

During the weeks, months and ycars to come, we would be grant
ed the opportunity of being close during high moments and painful 
defeats. I had the opportunity of meeting her husband, Romulus Ru
san, a truly rare and wonderful man, and I enjoyed the hospitality of 
ther wann home. I must say that I have never foit the conflict between 
the person and the author. Blandiana is intelligent, honest and pure as 
she is in her poems. These qualities are not always those that make 
you loved by those around you. And, as politica! struggle had brought 
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us together, I have taken over noi only the liking of those who adored 
her, but also the advcrsity of those who envied or detested her. And 
yet, why is thcre such a tall wall between us these days? 

23rd olNo\'emher 2001, Paris 
On the terrace of a cafe in the Old Latin Quarter, ambassador Eu

gen Mihâcscu, who in the blurry days of December '89 had come back 
from the States to Romania in order to join Ion Iliescu, whom he had 
stayed clase to, asks me, with keen curiosity, why in the period 1998-
2000 Ana Blandiana had treated rne with so rnuch hostility. I knew the 
question, I was asked rnany tirnes by rnany people. I didn 't have a con
vincing answer for a long time, and I was the first to admit it. 1'11 try 
to make it more cicar now. I think that beyond the obvious ambition 
of rnaking the Civic Alliance some sort of politica I office of the COR 
governrnent and the wrong approach of the relationship between a 
civic organisation with politica) irnplication and a democratic govem
rnent subject to pressure from politica! opponents, there is also anoth
er explanation. lt has to do with what we could call the haughtiness of 
innocence, which gradually rnade Ana Blandiana transform herself in
to the sole moral instance of Roman ian society. 

C/onin,: Purity 
16 /)ecemher 200 I, Predeal 

Back in the country after the surgery in Paris, irnmobilised in 
crutches, I receivc the invitation of a friend to spend a few days at his 
home in Predeal. On a srnall table I find Andrei Plesu's book, Minima 
Mora/ia. I had taken pleasure in reading it in 1988, when few people 
seemed ready to assume it. Looking away from the spotless snow to 
the black rows of books, I find a bettcr way of answering Eugen Mi
hâescu's question. "The assumption of ethical cornpetence - the 
philosopher wams us - is the beginning of ethical drift. In the contem
porary arca it has two specific fom1s of manifestation: the tendency of 
judging people in a trenchant way and the non refrainable tendency 
towards giving advice, giving as argument our own moral quality to
gether with a presumptuous life cxperiencc . .ludgement and advice are 
usually practised as ways of refusing to help others, mimicking, by 
means of discourse, help itself. 

The ethicaljudgement is a species ofthc lack of involvement, the same 
way advice - obviously, always good - is a species of self-sufficiency." 
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A true ethical competence - suggests the author - is obtained only 
at a point when you are about to lose it. 

29 November 1997-6 of May 2000 
I have taken part in two congresses of the Civic Alliance to a s

mall group of personal and unconditional fans, imposing on it the non 
assumption of any responsibility towards anybody and anything, B
landiana gave a hard blow to what could have represented a true force 
in the civil society. 

The homage she receives today on behalf ofher former adversaries 
shows how much this position by which Blandiana limited the Civic 
Alliance, was convenient and useful to them. Gradually, paying atten
tion only to the purity of the action, of being involved in the soothing 
of human illnesses and pains, she is merely interested in turning them 
into monks and nuns. lf we are to make her true human qualities ab
solute, she seems to be preoccupied only by an infinite cloning of her
self, as the only possible model of transformation of a sick society. 

There is an artificial halt of daytime to moming, in the haughti
ness of innocence, the illusion that we can live a continuous moming 
of history and reality in a world halted at its dawn, at the hour of its 
paradisiac life. 

The Time of the Ephemeridue 
17th of July 2000, Scrovistea 

lt îs half past twelve at night. Judging by the noise of the car doors, 
I realise that the presidential advisors Zoe Petre and Dorin Marian have 
come, being summoned unexpectedly. After shaking hands I teii them 
that an hour before, I have got a verbal agreement from prime minis
ter Isărescu for his candidature în the presidential elections în the name 
of the entire govemmental coalition, if it is possible, or at least of part 
ofit. Anyway, I am determined to offer him my total support to the 
very end. I give arguments for it that at my plan for the ensurance of 
the continuation of reforms îs based on the idea of assuming myself 
the failures of this four-year term, while on the basis of the forecast e
conomic growth, Mugur Isărescu would be able to assume the achieve
ments of the last year. They are deeply shocked. Zoe Petre had worked 
on the campaign programmes, and Dorin Marian had worked organi
sation. Both of them are full of arguments for my getting involved in 
the presidential elections. They argue for success. The latest polis 
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show an increase. The presence in the second round is ensured by the 
fall of Teodor Melescanu in the la test opinion polls. There are chances 
to gather in the last act of the elections a wide poli tical spectrum, now 
divided. My reply: "The success of having power cannot be reduced 
to the pride of the confirmation by vote"; this does not seem to per
suade them. I tell them I need now more then ever, their support to do 
our duty to the end of this term permanently faced with serious inter
nai and externai crises which haven 't probably ended. They behave 
exemplarily and I know I can count on their total devotion as long as I 
stay devoted to the ideas that had brought us together. Their personal 
interest does not count in this relationship. Once more, I realise the 
extraordinary opportunity I had working with a few people - it is true, 
very few - but honest and loyal. I ask them to take the necessary meas
ures so that at 12 o' clock I could record a message to the nation, to 
announce that I would not run for a new term as president. When leav
ing, upon hugging them I can feel they are on edge. I see them off and 
wait for the red lights and official cars to disappear at the end of the 
alley. I remain surrounded by the century - old trees among which the 
royal barouches of the Cantacuzino family, voivodes, kings and dicta
tors had passed. Power is an extreme sport. lt is a tough game betwcen 
haughtiness and humility on a stage populated by violence, intrigues, 
loyalty, treason, compromises and sacrifices. Power, Iove and death, 
three experiences of which you cannot talk until you have faced them 
directly. I have felt the flame of vanity and the thorn of haughtiness. 
Power is not for those who do not want it. Whether they wish it just 
for themselves, for other people 's welfare, for a utopic ideal, this is a 
different matter. You ought to fight and answer for it. You cannot leave 
it Iike a suitcase lost in a railway station. You can exchange it only for 
another kind of haughtiness. The arrogan~ of giving up in favour of a 
benefit higher than yours. Even though you know that this haughti
ness / humility will neither be understood nor believed. You are left 
with the appeal to history. lt is simply postponed vanity. 

Before re-entering the house, I take a few steps onto the pontoon. 
The sky is full of stars and the water ofthe lake is dark. Around the street 
lamp a small swarm of insects dances frantically. They seem brighter 
than the far away stars. At dawn, after finishing the last sentence from 
my Message to the nation, Igo back to the pontoon. Under the lamp, on 
the fir wood plank, the tiny insects of the night that had )ie like an ash 
shadow just ended. Another swarm of insects glistens in the sunlight. 
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I O D<!c<!mha ]()00. Cotroc<!ni 
Presidcntial elections for the 2001-2004 tcrm. ln order to stop the 

access to power of an irresponsible extremist, rigl1t wing democrats 
vote for a former member of the nomenclature thcy dcspise. For the 
good of the country! In their reckless egotism they will never be shak
en by the shiver of a shadow of responsibility for what had happened. 
Neither will they ever admit that în fact, they fcel more comfortable 
with a president they can despisc. 

Zoe Petre, who during her time at Cotroceni kcpt her composure 
and her sense of humour intact. reminds mc that thc same politica I 
dramas that stir us daily could be found în Pcricles's Athens as well. 
I agrcc. 

My lifclong job has taught me that cvcn two millennia are hard 
to quantify in geologica! time. lf we wcrc to shrink the history of 
our planet to the interval of a day, thc history of mankind would fit 
into its last thrce minutes. Global tectonics has bcen teaching me 
for a long time that an event which took place in one arca, îs simul
taneously accompanicd by opposite or diffcrcnt events în other rc
gions of thc planet. I remcmber that during the presidential cam
paigns of '92 and '96, cvcry time that I got fircd up by the standing 
ovations of a hali, of a squarc full of supportcrs, I would calm down 
my cnthusiasm forcing mysclf to rcmcmber that bcyond all thosc 
things, you would always find a crowd maybc cvcn larger în sizc of 
hostile or indiffcrent people. Thc antidotc has to bc administered 
beforc thc drug. 

Thc modesty shown by politicians, artists, writcrs and lcamed mcn 
alikc always sccmcd suspicious to mc. Power as wcll as crcation can
not do without thc strength of pridc, which lcads you to give cvery
thing, ignoring material sccurity and your own lile. 

Whenever pride, indispensablc to action, swerves from thc 
path of arrogancc, I suggest a diffcrcnt rcmcdy than the onc imag
incd by Doinas on thc mirror corridor. Lcavc the mirror in which 
you hope to sce yourself as the toughest. the most handsome and 
thc smartest in thc country should be lefi for fairy-tall the Queen. 
Try to look. In the parabolic mirror of tclcscopcs, at the great as
tral spaces. Bchind the silver background of the mirror, open a 
gatc in the tunnel of time. Thcn watch thc dance of the 
ephemerides in the light of a singlc day and you will be brought 
again to your senses. 
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The Ce.\pitt and Money 
Septemher 2000, Snagov 

I am visiting Prime Minister Mugur Isărescu. We are strolling a
long the shore of the lake and he points to a beautiful white building, 
guarded by a huge tree. lt was built by one of the former govemors of 
the National Bank between the wars. We talk about various things. He 
tells me that after being appointed govemor, he went down to the mon
cy depots în the basement of that monumental building. He found out 
that old banknotes have a foul smell contradicting the proverb that 
Money has no smell. Going up the public administration hierarchy he 
a Iso had the opportunity to fee) the smell of the politica I underground. 

Is it possible, he asked me - exceeded by the countless investiga
I ions to trace the money stolen through the occult operations of the 
investment funds and popular banks - to clean the cesspit and stil! 
keep the stink out of your clothes? 

The paradox is that some of thosc who sccm disgustcd arc thc very 
persons who had fiii ed the treasurics of the underground economy and 
are now sitting on heaps of freshly laundered money. 

A Homeopathic Cure 
/9 Novemhff /993, Oxford 

I arrive in Oxford to give a lecturc, fccling an old cxpcctation. Aftcr a 
campus tour, they sec me ofto lhe guest residcncc al King's Collcge. Evcry
thing resembles the English novels and films. The only difterencc - suited 
or not to lhe atmospherc - îs myself Otherwisc, I am not thc movies faith
fully reproduce reality or the other way round. Al the low table în the living 
room, I make the final corrections în thc text of thc lecture, then I move to 
the armchair în front of the fireplace where real wood bums crackling. lt îs 
my birthday. There are still some minutcs letl. Enough to fi li a glass of S
cotch. I clink my glass against the square crystal bottle în thc bar. The pres
cnt does not sound too bad! I have tumed 53. I followed my fathcr·s advice: 
lcave offspring, plant a trec, writc a book. I have two children, when they 
wcre bom I planted a fotree for each; I wrote severa) books and I will reno
vate my parent's country house sometime. I had two protessional targets: to 
become a professor and to be elected member of the Roya I Geologica! So
ciety of Great Britain. They all tumed real. I got more rriendship and Iove 
than I deserved. Ali my life has been a race behind the hopes vested în me 
by my parents, professors, colleagues, rriends and an ever-increasing num
hcr of people I knew or I did not know. I have more debts than wishes. 
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The next moming, after skipping a honible breakfast (bumt bacon and 
warm milk), the head of the Department of Earth Sciences and the Presi
dent of the Intemational Politics Association who escort me to the Chan
cellor of the University. We walk across the fabulously green lawns and 
when entering the building they do not forget to put the traditional black 
tins on my shoulders. The Vice Chancellor, the unique Magnificus Retor 
in the world elected through the votes of all the graduates - among which 
there are numerous kings, state presidents, prime ministers all over the 
world - gives me a warm reception in his office fumished with no ostenta
tion in the austere tradition ofthe British colleges - real monasteries of sci
ence. Before parting, he asks me what would interest me more in Oxford. I 
reply with no hesitation: the rare book collections. At the end of the fasci
nating periplus, when I reached the contemporary books halls, the director 
of the library suggested to type my name on a computer that stores data 
conceming all the books and articles in the periodicals in the library's col
lections. Waiting for the answer I recognize the thump I was feeling while 
waiting for the results to competitions and exams quite a while ago. This is 
the sign that the surfeit of becoming famous has not conquered me over. 
Not yet! On the printed page I find my articles and studies published in the 
scientific joumals in the United States, Germany, France, Japan or the pub
lications in English ofthe Romanian Academy. Alone for some minutes in 
front of the computer I couldn 't help typing a name, well-known in our 
country, in the field of humanities. No vanity is sufficiently nourished un
lcss faced with a comparison. Thc computer showed no signs of recogni
tion. lt was just a confirmation of two distinct types of notoriety. The noto
ricty of those work ing in the fie Id of natural h istory and exact sciences ( a 
kind of notoriety rareficd on very large areas) and that of the people deal
ing with arts and litera ture (a kind of notoricty very dense on small areas, 
controlled by language and mentalities). Had I bcen dealing with juridical 
sciences or humanities, the printed page in Oxford could have remained 
blank. ln geology I had the chance that the boi ling tempera ture of water 
i.e.1 00oC was still the same in communism. 

Scientific notoriety, which comes up in forms ditlicult to be under
stood, is the vanity of scientists. Once the hunger and the thirst for noto
riety quenched, we can accept abstinence or a diet for the other sub-prod
ucts of glory: money, the pleasure to dispose of others, luxury, sometimes 
even comfort. The illusion of this vanity is the pact with ctemity. 

Vanity is a dreadful poison, first for the haughty. The remedy is a 
homeopathic treatment. We have to permanently create ourselves the 
necessary antibodies. 
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HATRED AND ITS SHADOWS 

The Smell of F ear 
September 2001, Târgovi"te 

President Iliescu invited me to take part, together with King 
Michael, in the commemoration of 400 years since the death of voivode 
Michael the Brave. The councilors prepared a new action for the NATO 
file: the reconciliation of the president with the near past with the help 
of the distant past. The big risk for this show - that Vadim might Jet the 
steam of hatred go off - was avoided with ability. lt was practically im
possible to deny the presence of the second in the elections in 2000 and 
the leader of the biggest opposition party. They asked me fonnally if I 
wished I delivered a speech. I denied the offer. Vadim was announced 
that only the president and the representatives of the anny and the church 
were to speak. The foreseen hysterical reaction took place but the dan
ger was eliminated. The officials met me with all their consideration and 
the inhabitants in the streets with enthusiasm! Nevertheless, why, while 
coming back to Bucharest, on the background of the monotonous 
rustling of the wheels on the asphalt a certain fee ling of burden made 
room for itself? It can be the fact that too many of those addressing me 
with: "We Iove you, Mr. President, we are waiting for you", said that in 
a low voice after having looked carefully around. 

Roosevelt was advising his fellow citizens right in the middle of 
the war not to fear of anything but fear. For the majority of people, 
things are different - they are afraid of all sorts of things, but they are 
not impressed by living tog~ther with this unbearable feeling. 

In all the dramatic moments, starting with the Revolution until 
1996, it was given to me to be in the street where the unchained pas
sions were put face to face. Even as president I was not spared of any
thing. I realized why so few intellectuals entered the direct politics of 
the contact with the people. It was because hatred naturally gives birth 
to fear. And, as Doina Cornea would say, I had the opportunity to see 
how it is much easier to write, urging others to take action, because it 
is difficult to accept contact with a hostile environment. 
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I was to see again and to fcel the smcll of fear during the Miners" 
unrest, but a Iso the light of hope at thc White Shirts march in Junc 
1990, a march against fcar. I was to fecl Lhc smell of fear at the meel
ing with the intellectuals at Yilla Lake 2, in thc night of January 1999, 
whcn Cosma "s miners had takcn hold of Râmnicul Vâlcea and were 
just a few hours away from Bucharest, but also the respect I felt in 
front of thc dignity of the same intellectuals who the next day in 
Bucharest, and especially in Râmnicul Vâlcea, wcnt out in the street 
in a sober and impressing demonstration against , 1olence, to defend 
democracy, betrayed by many of those whose job was to defend it. 

I wonder how many white shirts still exist'? 

The Betrayal of Scholars 
li Septemher 2001, 45 Kiseleff'A\'. 

Reception at the residence of the German ambassador, Wolf Diet
rich Schilling - who was in function during my mandate - on the oc
casion of the end of his mission to Roman ia. The purpose of the re
union is completely forgotten due to the shock produced by the events 
in the United States. 

We can see a new world ideology shaping itself, one of violence 
based on hatred. This should make us more interested in studying thc 
psychology of hatred as part of the psychology of crime. Alongsidc 
Nazism, Communism was a school of crime, unfortunately less studied. 

In 1927, in his book with the challenging title The Betrayal olthl' 
Scholars, Julien Benda warned us: "Our ccntury would have been thc 
century of the intcllectual organization of politica! hatrcds. Hatred is 
nota ncw fee ling. Hatred and Iove are two eterna I truths of the human 
bcing, and hatred which has accompanied man sincc the dawn of his
tory docs not givc signs that it is going to leave us soon or ever." 

Benda 's waming, trying to define a century which, in spite of thc 
beautiful way it was rendered into Rumanian by his translator, hardly 
had started, concemed not so much the danger of hatred as human fee l
ing, but the intellcctual organization of this as a basis for poli tical ide
ologies. The title chosen underlined the rcsponsibility of those schol
ars who were practicing fanaticism, betraying their mission to opposc 
injusticc - to which peoples can be pushed by the very worship of their 
home land - thc worship of truth and justicc. 

We have to admit that, during a history which started with Cain 
and Abel until the present day, the contest between hatred and Iove 
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was clcarly in favor of hatred, proving oncc again that sins arc more 
powcrful, more concrete, more viable than virtucs. 

Wc cannot speak of a socicty of Iove, not even in the most ad
vanccd constructions dcvelopcd by man, but, unfortunately, wc can s
peak ahout socicties based on hatrcd. Benda 's forecast was to be con
firm ed by the two types of totalitarian systems, which dominated the 
20th century - communism and fascism - based, as systems, on racism 
and social class hatrcd. lt secms that the new millenium is running 
hard on this. too. Both used crime constructed on hatrcd and cunning
ly wrapped in a seducing ideology. 

A Telegram from Lenin 
3 Novemher 2001, The Andes 

We halt at 3,500 meters, in the rniddlc of the Atacama dessert. My 
formcr student, Nicu Pop, currently the director of one of thc great 
coppcr corn pan ies in Chi Ic and owncr of a rcsearch office in Canada, 
tclls mc about thc ordcal of his farnily of peasants from Maramures 
during comrnunisrn. His father had withdrawn to thc rnountains and 
was killcd by thc Securitate. His rnother had been deported to Bara
gan. She had left us a "kulak" and came back as a "middlc pcasant", 
employcd as day workcr in ordcr to support hcr childrcn. They went 
to the orphanage housc to loose thcir trai), but the personal dossicr was 
to follow Nicolae Pop, thc son of'an cnerny ofthe people·, until 1989 
whcn he was be admittcd to thc doctorate on this grounds. 

I teii hirn I that in a book issucd in 1996 by Richard Pipcs, I found 
a letter scnt on 11 August 1918 by Lenin to his cornrades in the 
provincc, a lcttcr discovcred, after thc fall of cornmunism, in the Russ
ian archives: ·'for thc pcoplc to see, to know, to shake and to shout: 
thcre have bcen hanged thc kulaks who are sucking the blood of the 
peoplc. Confirm rcception by cablc and communicate the execution. 
Yours, Lenin. P.S. Find some really tough mcn." 

History shows that these tough men requested by Lenin were 
found and, after leaving behind th~m millions of dead bodies, they 
continued to tear each other to pieces, as in a sinister ritual party <lance. 

Lenin 's cable, found out so late, can but confirm the so-call ed hos
tile passagcs in thc novei Panta rhei by the dissident Russian writer Vas
sili Grossman, banned and published long after his death: 'The radio, the 
cinema, the writers, Lenin and Stalin themselves kept saying the same 
thing: the kulaks arc parasites, they bum wheat, they kill the babies. We 
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were bluntly told: the masses have to be raiscd against them and they 
must be all extenninated, thcir whole class, these rascals. In order to kill 
them there had to be stated: the kulaks are not human beings" 

Once again the writers took the lead ovcr historians. 

The Sickle and the Book 
23 August 2001, Briidet 

In a newspaper I find out two drawings by Veluda. In one, în the fa
mous anns of Bolshevik communism the sickle and the hammer, the 
hammer îs replaced by a book. The second one shows a scholar looking 
at the noose of gallows; in front of him, at his feet, a pile of books. Will 
he mount on them? Will they slip away fi-om under his feet? Both images 
had a tragic counterpart in the reality of the latter half of the century. 

In Romania, in 1945, from thc very first moment of the Russian 
occupation, communism acted abovc board. lt is difficult to find some
thing more horrible and disgusting than the campaign of the commu
nist newspapers starting with 'Scanteia' where direct instigations to 
violence, incarceration and murder were in abundance. Numerous dis
tinguished scholars excelled in delations and verbal violence. In the 
end, many shared, in accordance with thc classical communist sce
nariu, the fate of the victims. 

My generation could rcad, in school textbooks, the verses of Eu
gen Frunză famous in the communist period. Eugen Negriei recently 
recorded them in a work dedicated to propaganda literature in com
munist Romania: "Do hate, as there is nothing holier/ Than hate that 
watches the earth". 

Party literature did not live for a short tirne and neither did its 
themes. 

May 1961, Piatra Neamt 
After graduating from thc School of Law, I am drafted in the regi

ment of Piatra Neamt with other graduates from other faculties of the 
University of Bucharest. Many of rny colleagues, now famous names 
in the academic and cultural world, in justice and politics also, maz 
remember the lines the platoon commander asked us to leam by heart 
at the patriotic education classes: "ln a dark night, a kulak in the field/ 
Threw his hatch to the party activist Darie." Attempts to carry on there 
too the "unmasking" meetings we used to have in the faculty. Did not 
succeed then. Some may have succeeded later. 
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Stone Rain 
January 2000, Cantemir 2 B 

I am cal ling on the president of the Chamber, Ion Diaconescu. He 
meets me in the hali of the three small, dark rooms Ceausescu-type a
partment, where he continues to live in. After settling the pressing of
ficial problems, I stay for a little while. The thoughts of the senior pres
ident of the National Peasants' Party go back to the seven years of 
communist prison. He miraculously survived the cement cells, with 
no heat, where he stayed in chains for a while. In answer to my amase
ment: "how could he?" - because from a medical point of view it is d
ifficult to imagine such stamina-, he told me he had lived with the 
hope that outside the prison walls, from where he had no news, there 
were people solidary with those suffering for their ideal of democracy, 
justice and freedom. The moment he was set free from prison, after he 
was deported to Bărăgan and got rid of his forced residence, he went 
like any man in times of hesitation or joy, to his native village Botesti. 
He was to live there a bitter experience. People would keep out of his 
way, hiding behind the gates and would come to greet him only pro
tected by the darkness of the night. 

When thc Revolution started, the people who had suffered in pris
ons were the first to come to University Square and participated di
rcctly, because they had lost the feeling of fear long before. They en
joyed the burst of joy in the moment of liberation and thought that fi
nally the moment to bury the hatchet had come. After few days, there 
started well organized, violent manifestations against those who 
should have become heroes of a revolution that had proclaimed itself 
anticommunist. They went through hostile manifestations with shouts 
"to death". Their so-called rescue in tankettes was, well staged, to be 
humiliated to the end, from a furious crowd. I wonder what they had 
to do with these people? 

During the first miners' upheaval, the National Peasants' Party 
headquarters were utterly devastated. Some believed such things hap
pened in Bucharest, a big city where people did not know them. But 
they had a shock when they re tu med to the places of birth of NPP lead
ers. When the former politica( prisoners went to commemorate Ion 
Mihalache in his native village, as a symbol of the fight for peasants' 
rights and prosperity, [ who had set up clubs with a European appear
ance,] the villagers hidden behind their fences rained stones on them. 
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Now there are no stone rains any more. Now words are spelled 
with endless violence that seems to sweep everything out of its way. 
This has not ceased, neither when the NPP wcre in power nor when 
they are not -in power any more. 

Who are those orchestrating this cndlcss hate'? 

The Darkness of Vtolence 
21 Decemher 1999, Universit_v Square 

The Revolution of 1989 seemed a triumph of Iove. The sponta
neous hugs among thousands, tens of thousands, hundreds of thou
sands of people out in the street like a stream werc real and true, mak
ing to start something that looked extraordinary in the souls of people 
after forty-five years of communist dictatorship of hate. But this ap
parent victory of Iove, which brought to victory a revolution of people 
with bare hands in front of well armcd troops who did not hesitate to 
shoot, lasted for a very short while. ln only a few days, hate was to 
burst out dividing irreparably the Romanian society. lt is hard tobe
lieve that this happened spontaneously, that peoplc dominated by Iove 
started, all of a sudden, to be dominated by hatc. 

The intellectual organization of hate acted without mistake in well
known institutions. The people in whose souls this type of education 
had left deep traces could, once again, be easily manipulated and used 
for the benefit of the former communist oligarchy. I do not mean iso
lated cases when unbalanced persons lct their instincts go free -- like 
the colonel in Sibiu, who obliged people to stay in a pool without 
clothes, tortured them, and whose trial was so difficult to institute that 
the indictment could only be finished in thc winter of 1999. I am think
ing of the hate that stirs masses, and my personal mcmory is vcry vi vid 
here, of the groups that werc agitating cluhs under the window of my 
laboratory at the University, shouting "Wc work, we don't think", of 
those who entered the building of the Govcrnmcnt on 28 January, and 
those who came to "protect'' the Govcmment with clubs. Where from 
came all those clubs if not from those prepared by the Securitate to 
liquidate the demonstrators in Timisoara? Hoards of miners beat and 
maimed people whom they did not know, just because they looked like 
intellectuals. I recall, especially, thc image of women with elenched 
fists and eyes popping out of their sockets, who were applauding and 
inciting them: "Hit, kill the intellectuals". I recall the burst of hate, 
well orchestrated on both sides in Târgu-Mures in 1990. 
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AII types of hate orchestrated during the communist era were to 
be found in the confused events of '90- '92: class hate against those 
bringing back the land owners and the capitalists; ethnic hate - Roma
nians against Hungarians; religious hate, which divided two pure Ro
manian historical churches - the Orthodox Church and the Greek
Catholic one; hate against foreigners "come from abroad to stea) from 
us"; hate against the Romanians outside Romania "who had not eaten 
soy salami". 

In 1992, when I accepted to candidate on behalf of the democratic 
forces in the presidential elections, I knew what I was to expect. When 
I ran again for elections, in 1996, I knew as well that, if I succeed in 
becoming president, it was this people torn with hate for so many 
decades, and sometimes centuries that I was supposed to lead. I was 
not unprepared. I lived in the vicinity of hate. I had the ill-luck to fee) 
and to see it. 

I was born the year when the World War II started, on the banks 
of the Nistru, on the line that in nine months time was to mark down 
the beginning of the war between Nazi Germany and communist Rus
sia. In my childhood, I witnessed the epoch of the black cars taking 
people in the middle of the night, never to return. In my youth, I saw 
the face of this hate, during the reproof meetings of the enemies of the 
reg1me. 

The fact that I managed not tobe trapped by hate is one of the few 
real victories of my life. 

An Autopsy of Evil 
25 March 2002, Budapest 

At a suggestion of the new ambassador of Romani a at Budapest, 
Dr. Călin Fabian, I visit the House of Terror on Andrassy Avenue, cre
ated due the efforts of playwright Kiszely Gabor. I saw one of his 
plays, staged at the Nottara Theatre in Bucharest. This man with a s
tone-Iike face permanently stage the two protagonists of terror in the 
20th century, fascism and communism. lf in the Holocaust Museums 
in Jerusalem and Washington one can see the horrors of German 
Nazism and in the Museum of Communist Holocaust in Sighet one 
can see the horrors of Soviet communism, here one can see them to
gether. At the opening, I 00,000 persons fiii ed Andrassy Avenue to the 
front of the museum, whose emblem is putting together the Nazi cross 
with arrows and the red five corner Bolshevik star. 
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A museum of horrors which like their authors are history'? No. 
comes the answer frorn the French historian Thierry Wolton: "The fall 
of cornmunism and the re-appcarancc of thc brown-rcd in Europe as 
the last synthesis of an evil that torc the whole century, is not an end 
point, but a stage that can draw hurnanity towards other trials. lf there 
is really a binder, a cornrnon trunk, a reason to bc which the reds and 
the browns share, this is their hate of democracy, hurnan rights, indi
vidual liberties. The fall of comrnunisrn in Europe, whose impact wc 
are only now measuring was far from being the perfect evidence of a 
long-term victory for modem liberalism, as Fukuyama was tempted to 
think in the moments of euphoria of 1989-90. Since history demon
strated that there has never been a final triumph of reason, be it in the 
name of spiritual - Christianity -, philosophical - the enlightenment 
-, or politica! - democracy. 

During the postcommunist transition period many democratic in
stitutions are in danger of loosing their legitimacy in front of the pop
ulation before they are really experimcnted and a part of the new 
democracies run the risk of becoming a prey for the populists, nation
alists, or Mafia organizations which manipulate the most extremist 
parties. The discourse of the inheritors of the red-browns is clear: the 
defense of the nation against a foreign prcscncc that would threaten its 
identity, priority givcn to thc security, promotion of the authority cult 
and respect ofhierarchy." 

As a classical examplc for thcsc tcndcncics, Thicrry Wolton pres
ents Romania: "whcre thc party Grcatcr Romania, l~d by Corneliu 
Vadim Tudor, a promoter of a typical nationalist-communist discourse, 
makes progress from ballot to ballot." lt was 1999. 

That he couldn 't be more right we saw a ycar latcr. Sometimes onc 
has a better perspective from afar. Rcvcnge voting prcdominated. The 
professionals of hate and )ic capitalized it. 
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Congresul Statelor Unite 

Camera Reprezentanţilor 
Washington, D.C. 

25 ianuarie 1999 

D-lui Emil Constantinescu 

Preşedintele României 
Palatul Cotroceni 

Bucureşti, România 

Draga Domnule Preşedinte: 

------ --------------- ---- --

Ştiu ca ultima saptamână a fost grea pentru Dvs. Am urmărit cu îngri

jorare relatările din presa cu privire la acţiunile minerilor. 

Doresc sa ştiţi că ma rog pentru Dvs. şi pentru ceilalţi lideri a1 

Guvernului în încercarea Dvs. de a face ceea ce este bine pentru ţara Dvs. 

Dumnezeu să vă binecuvinteze în aceste zile de provocări. 

Cu sinceritate, 

Frank R. Wolf 

Membru al Congresului 

118 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



ELECTED TO DECIDE 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



fJectccl to decide: 

THE NECESSARY WASTELAND 

The Pili ar of the World 
Janua,y 7-1 O 2000, Jerusalem-Bethlehem 

In the first days of thc last ycar of this millennium seven heads of 
state with a Christian-Orthodox majority gathered in the Holly Land 
to celebrate, according to the ancient rites, two thousand years since 
the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Before retuming to Romania, I went to Jericho together with high 
officials of the Roman ian Orthodox Church, to lay the foundation s
tone to a prayer house for the Romanian pilgrims to the Holy Land. 
Modern means of transport madc it an easy task for us to cross the 
Negev Desert to reach the Dead Sea where the oldest construction ever 
erected by man is still standing: The Pi Ilar of the World. 

Advancing through the hallucinating scenery of the Ncgev Desert 
at twilight, I asked myself, perhaps like many others before mc, the 
most distressing question: Why hcrc'? Why in the middle of these des
olate sands, by the salted waters of thc Dead Sea and the bare cliffs of 
the mountains beyond the sea? How loud must have been the call of 
the trumpets of Jericho along the centuries and millennia for thc As
syrian, the Persian, thc Macedonian, the Roman, the Arab, the Ottoman 
and the British Empire to fight their way here? Those empires reigned 
over rich fields, rivers and lakes with fresh water, endless forests, gold 
and precious stones deposits, all thc richcs on earth and underground. 
What was it then that lured them here, what made them spare no ef
fort and, sometimes no livcs, in coming all the way to this desolate 
places? What was it that they wanted to prove to themselves or to oth
er people with this crossing of the desert? After thousands of ycars, 
nothing of the mystery enfolding the deep motivations of human ac
tion has been dispelled. Maybe there is no answer to these questions. 

'Sitting on a dune in the desert, you see nothing, you hear nothing 
and yet something glitters in the silence', wrote Antoine de Saint-Ex
upery in one of his beautiful short stories, 'perhaps because a fountain 
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Iies hidden somewhere ... likc in an old housc whcrc thc lcgend has it 
that a treasure îs hidden. Such spaces are fascinating bccause they are 
hiding something. What renders the stars or the desert beautiful, re
mains unseen.' 

The Lost Generation 
June 1994, Cairo - Alexandria 

l've been invited to deliver a series of lectures al the Universities 
in Cairo and Alexandria. I've asked my Egyptian colleagues to take 
me to the Desert of Sinai. Leaving the highway and taking just a few 
steps into the desert, sends a shiver down your spine. Without any 
doubt, the crossing of the Desert of Sinai on foot, thousands of years 
ago, was one of the most da ring enterprises in the history of mankind. 
But why had it to span over forty years and why had it to take the 
toughest, roundabout way? 

In the last decade of the 2nd millennium, the nations of central and 
eastem Europe, which had just thrown off the yoke of the communist 
dictatorship, tried to cross the desert of the transition to a society clos
er to human aspirations. With the exception of eastcm Germany, whose 
transition can be compared to crossing a desert in a car with air condi
tion ing, they re-enacted, thousands of ycars later, one of the funda
mental experiences of humanity - thc road leading the Jewish slaves 
from Egypt to freedom. Thc Exodus is a precious guide to all nations 
crossing the post-totalitarian transition. It stands witness to how diffi
cult it is to bui Id a society based on thc rulc of Law and on solidarity, 
on sharing the samc goals. lt stands witness to thc temptation of ob
scene vulgarity, to betrayal and crime, to worshipping the Golden Calf, 
but above all it speaks about the exigency of thc price paid in advance, 
and of a whole generation sacrificed in ordcr to changc the life of the 
future generations. 

The Temptations of Power 
April 1990, Hai/a 

I'm visiting the Universities of Hai fa and Rcchvod, in Israel. This 
time I have asked my Israeli colleagues to take me to sec the Desert of 
Judaea, by the Jordan river, near the Dead Sea. It was here, in this 
desert, that Jesus Christ spent forty days preparing himself before set
ting out on his three-year journey to redeem humanity from sin. He 
showed us that before setting out to change the world, you must look 
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onto yourself. Theologians say that besides the trial of fasting, silence 
and prayer, Jesus was subjected to the temptation of wealth, power and 
domination. These are three permanent temptations în the Iife of a con
temporary politician. lt îs a moving example for those dreaming to be 
the saviors of their people. lf not în deed, at least în thought they 
should put themselves to the test of the desert. lt is a way to purge 
themselves of all the motivations that are alien to their mission, which 
is to serve their people. And there îs one more thing. Jf the great, hap
py king David claimed at the end of his life: 'Yanity, all îs Yanity! ', 
those leaders, who are disappointed în the ingratitude of the people 
they have led through the desert of transition, would better know the 
desert before they are acclaimed or contested, adored or betrayed. 

We should never forget the teachings of the Holy Books, which 
show us that neither Jesus Christ, nor Moses before Him, were given 
the chance to enjoy together with their disciples the fruits of the change 
whose seeds they had sown. 

Climbing the mountain that we call life, I have realised that with 
every step I take I see further, I feel the world opening before my eyes 
and I discover things I have never known, things about the world. Ad
vancing through the desert, where everything is the same as far as the 
eye can reach, you feel the world closing upon you, and, în that im
mense monotony and loneliness, you discover things you have never 
known, things about yourself. 
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PROPHET, MANAGER, FLOOR SCRUBBER 

Anger and Vision 

The first democratic presidents after the change of regimes in the 
east-European countries in the 90's had rather similar experiences. 
Brought to power by crowds filled with enthusiasm, they had to leam 
quickly that a president elected by the direct vote of the pcople must 
bea prophet, a manager and a garbage-man. lf he·s nota visionary and 
he 's not endowed with the gifl of ancient prophets to inspire people, 
he never gets to be president, because after a dictator is overthrown 
the people is not interested in a good manager. Howevcr, once a presi
dent, unlike prophets who forebode soon-coming misfortunes and fu
ture happiness, but who are nevcr forced to bear the responsibility for 
their own prophecies, the newly electcd presidcnts must bc good man
agers of the immediate present. Not only must they solvc economic. 
administrative and social problems. but, at the samc time, they must 
be the succcssful managers of al I thc hopes for change pinned on them. 

Amelia Pavel takes ovcr a Hasidic story ahout a Rabbi who, hav
ing got tired of thc suffcring around him. went one day to heavcn and 
asked Messiah why he kcpt delaying his coming when alt thc peoplc 
havc been waiting for him for so long. Messiah ans\vered: 'lt's not mc 
that they are waiting for. lt 's the things they wish for thcmselves that 
they are waiting for: somc want health, othcrs moncy. knowledgc, etc.' 
'lf this is truc', the Rabbi said. ·thcn You can stay where you are.· Af
tcr that he went back to his peoplc and told them: ·My follows, it on
ly now that the waiting begins. · 

How could it be possible to fulfill thc general wish of the people 
and, at the same time, cach and evcryonc's personal wish? 

/1/usiom, and ldea/s 

Several years ago, when I was rector of the Bucharest University, 
I conferred the title of Doctor Honoris Causa on Vaclav Havel in the 
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name of thc Senate ofthe Bucharest University. In his reception speech 
Havel outlined the difference between ideals and illusions. To have 
ideals, he said - with a conviction I was not able to understand very 
well at a time when he himsclf was a president of ideals -, is a hard 
thing, because you must fight, yourself, for your ideals. To have illu
sions is much more comfortable, because you commission others with 
turning them into reality. 

Writer Mario Vargas Llosa, who was defeated by a cynical-populist 
leader in thc presidential elections in Peru, goes even further in under
standing human nature: 'People do not live only on truths, they need 
lics as wcll: lies they make up by their own free will, not !ies that are 
imposed on them, !ies that come nakcd, not disguised in the dress of his
tory. Fiction makes their life richer, completes it, and allows them to es
cape, for a whilc, the tragic condition of their human cxistence, which is 
to drcam about higher things than what they can truly accomplish. 

That's why thc cast-European leaders brought to power by the en
thusiasm of the peoplc and not by a functioning politica! system, are 
rcsponsible not only for the promises they make, as is thc case of West
ern politicians, but cspecially for the hopes and the illusions of the 
people. And that 's why, al the end of thc 'night', they must apologize 
to the people for having appeared in their drcams. 

W/10 C/ean.'ii the Sewage and Wlw Scrub.'ii the Floor? 

Watching TV and rcading the ncwspapcrs onc may think the presi
dcnt is somc guy isolated in his palacc, who spends his time chairing mcct
ings and scminars, going abroad on official trips, having official dinners, 
inspecting the army, and giving orders to an army of public scrvants. 

To a ccrtain cxtent this is truc; it is part of the so-ca lied job de
scription of a presidcnt. But the othcr, less known sidc of his job is be
ing the garbage-man of the society. Behind closed doors, he starts in 
the moming reading the reports of thc police, the intclligence service, 
the govemmental agencies, to end, often after midnight, with reading 
desperate letters sent by common people. The president's mail box is 
stuffed full of all that goes wrong in the country: wrongdoing, misery 
and helplessness, statistics of crimes, robberies, rapes, bankruptcy, 
dirty businesscs, corruption, natural disasters, offensive reports by in
ternational diplomatic and financial forums, administrative blockades, 
rebellions, conspiracies, complaints, the cries for help of the people 
oppressed by fote or by their fellows. 
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I often recall the heroine of Antonine Maillet's novei La Sagouine, 
a woman whose job was to scrub dirty floors. On her knees, with the 
pail of water in front of her, she sees the world mirrored in the dirty 
water: the world of politics, of business, the misery and the joys of 
daily life. Above all she sees, as in a dream, a peaceful Christmas, the 
breeze of spring, a Paradise with God, The Father calling people to 
the Saturday evening <lance. 
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THE MINUTE 90 

The Blind Guide 
12 September 1999 

The idea in Picnic by the Side ol the Road, the short story by the 
Strugatki brothers, which inspired Andrei Tarkovski 's film The Stalk
er, is that fate gives you not what you ask, but what God reads in your 
soul, even if you're ashamed to admit that was the wish of your soul. 

Red, the stalker, a man with a natural gift for avoiding danger, 
faces many difficulties and risks to discover a fantastic machine which 
could make truc any wish. But once in front ofit, he realises with de
spair that he doesn 't know what his wish is, because nobody ever 
taught him what WJlS really important for his Iife and for the life of 
those he loves. Ali the things passing through his mind were tleeting 
and lacked substance. It's interesting that this man, who up to that mo
ment had proved able to guide and help others go through the most d
ifficult moments to fulfil their dreams, cannot answer the fundamental 
question of his own existence. Of all people, he, the stalker skilled in 
solving concrete problems, is in trouble not knowing what to ask for 
himself, and he curses those who haven 't taught him. 

It's a terrible warning, both to those who are chosen to lead na
tions and to decide their fate without being prepared for it, and to those 
who stand aside knowing what's to be done but being afraid of taking 
the risk. 

Three in One 
October 1964, Dude"ti 

In the late 50's and until 1966 there was flea market on the out
skirts of Bucharest, on the place of today's district Balta Albă.Atone 
end of this fair there was a bazaar with old books, which, by a mira
cle, had survived the raids of the Securitate. A good deal of my schol
arship grant went there. One day I came across a book entitled Poli
tics as Words and the Statesman by Simion Mehedinti. I had heard the 
name of the author mentioned in a family of intellectual boyars I used 
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to visit at their forced residence in Pitesti in my adolescence. I bought 
the book telling myself I could learn something different from the rub
bish poured into our ears by the professor of Constitutional Law, a re
tarded man with red diploma earned in Moscow. Latcr as a student in 
geology I was to rediscover Simion Mehedinti as a founding figure of 
Romanian geography, as a minister in the government between the 
wars and, later in his life, as a politica) prisoncr in thc communistjails. 

His book came out in 1928 in Bucharest and London. In the first part, 
Politic.,· As Word,·, he brings politics under sharp criticism, to ask in the 
final part: 'Does this mean that politics is a sort of inferior occupation or 
that a politician 's contribution to the development of the Roman ian soci
ety does not measure up to that of an artist or a man of science? On the 
contrary. A statesman sees the work of the artist and treasures his gift of 
striking the deepest chords of the human soul, and of sowing sympathy 
in people's hearts. He sees the work of the man of science and values his 
untiring efforts to carry the light of progress even further. He sees the 
man in the street, working for others even when he thinks he works only 
for himself. He values them all according to their merits. He brings them 
all together in a unity of thought, feeling and will to create one single 
force - the state, the highest expression of a nat ion 's wi li to live.' 

A part from the enthusiastic style characteristic of the beginning of 
the 20th century, we find here one of the very rare pleas for the state 
and its servants. 

Ina more analytical register, Simion Mehedinti makes it a condi
tion for a statcsman of high stature to he the cmbodiment of at least 
thrce peoplc: a thinker, who can raise evcry day matters to the levei of 
a synthesis of ideas in order to formulate a vicw of life that suits best 
his timc; an artist who can listen to and understand thc deepest move
ments of thc soul of his nat ion; and a man of action, who can bundle 
up in his hand all thc cnergies of his nation, and who can take the ini
tiative to accomplish all the things that arc hardly pcrceived by the 
chaotic will of the peoplc. 

That's why, Simion Mehedinti says, 'The politics of a country is 
worth as much as the man representing it.' He thinks that a statesman 
must necessarily have two qualities: he must he realistic in choosing 
the idea that yields the best results for the development of his country, 
and he must bc impersonal in choosing his collaborators. 'Because', 
Simion Mehedinti adds, 'in life any idea is worth as much as the man 
entrusted with putting it into practice.' 
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Kil/ed by a Gentle People 

Let's see how Romanians treat their leaders. The official histories 
of the Romanians carefully a void making the grim review of the way 
in which Romanians treated their leaders in ancient or modern times. 
Between 1934 and 1989, most of Romania's leaders, be they kings, 
presidents or prime ministers ended up badly. They were either shot in 
the street, executed, or extenninated in communist jails. Others were 
sent into exile or thrown into prison following politica! vendettas. 
This frightful !ist of crimes starts with the assassination of prime min
ister Armand Calinescu to end with the hasty execution of Nicolae 
Ceausescu following a sham trial which practically makes it a politi
ca! assassination. I think this !ist is unequalled in Europe and in the 
civilized world in general. Maybe it's unequalled even in less civilized 
yet not so vindictive countries. lf we follow this !ist deeper in time, 
we trace back the assassination of Barbu Catargiu, the last Romanian 
ruler before the un ion of the principalities and, of course, the shame
ful exile of Alexandru Ioan Cuza. How can all these facts be explained 
when we 're talking about a nation whose self-created image is that of 
a kind, tolerant and understanding people? We could look for an an
swer in the accounts of foreign travellers who were acquainted with 
the 16th century Romania. In 1574, Polish Bartolomeu Paprocki wrote: 
"The people of Moldavia are evil and unfaithful to their leaders.' 
Michele Bocignoli of Raguza, who studied the ways of the people in 
Wallachia in 1524 goes even further: 'Romanians are always discon
tcnt, no matter how things stand. They are so prone to fighting and 
quarrelling, that most of the times they do not step back from killing 
their rulers.' Anton Verancsics who travclled to Wallachia in 1538 is 
cven more explicit: 'As if gripped by an inborn madness, the Wal
lachians are in the habit of killing almost all their rulers, in secret or in 
broad daylight / .. ./ and it's through a miracle that somebody gets to 
rule the country for three years, or to die a natural death. Other times 
they kill two or even three rulers in two years time, and there's not one 
potential ruler of princely family who 's not sure that death awaits him 
when he succeeds to the throne.' 

In this book Petre Ţuţea Between God and My People, Andrei 
iP leşu brings forward a discussion about the executioner who legiti
mates himself by his high ranking victim. Pleşu starts from Constantin 
Noica 's confession him that while in the communist prisons, the inter
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rogator warned him: 'Listen to me, I have intcrrogated Tulea, too! '. 
The high ranking victim enhanccs the vigilance of the executioner. 
What's the rank of the Romani an pcoplc? 

What Canot Be Forgiven 
1 O Decemher 2000, The Jean Monet High-School. 

When I came out of the pol ling station, wherc I cast my ballot in 
the second round of the presidential clections in which I no longer ran, 
poor Faur Isaia, his mind twisted, half by his own insanc ambitions, 
half by the brain-washing propaganda of an extremist party, threw on 
me all the ink in a small bottle, just like Kohl and Blair were pelted 
with tomatoes and cream tarts. The gesture seemcd laughable to me. 
For four years I had received litres of ink in the face; the ink of news
paper articles slandering me, flinging mud and lies at me. More than 
half of this ink was the overflow of malice, hate and pcnt up frustra
tions of some 'distinguished' journalists and democrat intellcctuals 
published by so-called rightist papers. 

I refused to consider myself a part in Faur Isaia ·s trial. 'Presidcnt 
Constantinescu loves me', he told the prosecutor. Aftcr thc trial, his sim
ple mind prevailed and he came to me al the Univcrsity and apologised. 

But there 's still enough ink in the tub of thc Romani an 'in
teligentsia'. 

In the last years a line by Nichita Stănescu has kcpt coming to my 
mind: 

'People, I have loved you, bewarc!' 
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EVENING SCHOOL FOR PRESIDENTS 

Another Azimuth 
25 April 1999, Washington 

The Plenary Session of the Council of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership 
takes place at the Merlon Auditorium. Heads of NATO member states, 
as well as heads of applicant states, participants in the Partnership for 
Peace are present. NATO has decided to grant Romania the honorary 
presidency of this session. Thus, after declaring the meeting open, NA
TO General Secretary Javier Solana invites me to deliver the opening 
speech. Statements by the other presidents and prime-ministers of NATO 
member states and applicant states participants in the Partnership for 
Peace follow; after that there is a break for the usual family picture. It îs 
quite difficult to have all the participants in one frame - there are forty
nine heads of state and government present, plus the General Secretary -
50, the samc number as that of the years NATO celebrates these days. 

After the brcak wc meet for the breakfast offered by President 
Clinton at the Pavilion Room at the International Trade Centre in 
Washington. The atmosphere is different. There are members and ex
perts of official delegations missing, there are no press opportunities 
anymore, there are no more translators. The hosts have gone to great 
cfforts to prepare a refined West-European menu, the dishes have a 
symbolic size, and that seems to puzzle some heads of state from ar
cas of the world where the opulence of breakfast is considered a sign 
of hospitality. In exchange, Western-European heads of state make 
great efforts of adjust to the informal American style. The tone is set 
by Jose Maria Aznar, to the right of whom I happen to be. He slowly 
pulls out a huge cigar which he lights and then pulls out another one 
which he offers to President Clinton, who bursts out laughing taking it 
for the general amusement. The time between hors d' oeuvres, the main 
course and desert is filled by small talk. We are located in a large rec
tangle so that we can see each other very well. 

Opposite me I can see the relaxed face and the debonair smile of 
the Georgian president, Eduard Shevamadze. Ten years ago, he was 
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negotiating in the vcry same place, in Washington, in thc name of the 
Soviet Union, thc end of thc Cold War hctwccn NATO and the War
saw Trcaty. Now he îs prcsent as the presidcnt of a country taking part 
in the Partnership for Peace. In a way he îs both thc fathcr and the son 
of the samc projcct. Within a democracy, the carccr of a head of state 
is much like that of a ballet danccr. Thc performance in thc lights of 
public interest îs short lived. Shevarnadze was thcn taking part in a 
historical event that was to shape the last decade of the 20th century 
and maybe the beginning of the new millennium and almost no one of 
the current Western politica! leadcrs was at the top of politics. Clinton 
was an obscure govemor of a tiny state Arkansas, Blair, Aznar, Schnei
der were somewhere in the second line of their parties, without hold
ing official positions. Only Jacques Chirac had been for a short while 
prime-minister, under the heavy shadow however of president Mitter
rand, his access to foreign policy had been extremcly limitcd. The big 
personalities back then, Margaret Thatcher, George Bush, Helmut 
Kohl, Franyois Mitterrand are either retired from politics or dead. 

I 'm looking at thc faces of the heads of state that I had met on var
ious occasions during the last thrce years. The round massive figure 
of the president of Turkmenistan, Saparmurat N iyazov or Turkmen
bas, the father of Turkmenians - as he had call ed himself- and who 
had recently proclaimed himself president for life is casy to recognize. 
That is something that Ceausescu himself did not achicve even though 
he was also struggling for peace. 

I have listened carefully to the speechcs by the heads of state of the 
formcr Soviet Union republics. They wcrc far from bcing the most de
termined by far. As it was the casc during the wcll-known party meet
ings, the first point on the agenda was the condcmnation of the Milose
vic rcgime; secondly, support for NATO actions. Onc could not bc any 
clearer. lt is no doubt that south-eastern planes have takcn another az
imuth. They have changed their dircction from Moscow to Washington. 

Kwasniewski brigs back a well descrved rclaxation with an unex
pected remark: 

- As you can see, we have four former members of the Politburo 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Un ion. lsn 't this extraordinary'? 

- Five - Petru Lucinski corrects him whilc cveryonc is laughing. 
Indeed, this is a good participation for the anniversary of fifty 

years sin ce NATO was set up to defend the West from the threat of the 
Soviet block. This would have been hard to imagine fifty years ago. 
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The Geography Lesson 
Septemher I 962, Balta-Alhii residential district 

A friend asks me whether I want to eam some money. As a second 
year student of the Faculty of Geography and Geology I am a little 
short of money, because being a student at a second faculty, I cannot 
get a scholarship. A teacher at a high-school at the periphery of a 
neighbourhood ofblocks of flats has togo on a maternal Ieave and the 
job is vacant for a while. Nobody wants it because the classes are only 
in the evenîng and the make up of the class îs difficult. 

~ You can earn good money, - my friend, a young teacher al that 
high-school gives me the hard facts - you 've already got a bachelor's 
degree, so you will get a whole salary and all in all you will do what 
you like and what you do best. 

This îs truly an interestîng life experîence. The evening class 
seems a small replica of society. The students have all different ages 
and totally different biographies. Some of them have the regular age 
for the I 0th grade, and have passed to the cvening classes for different 
rcasons: either because they have been eliminated from the daily 
courses, they have a job, or they want to go back to the daily courses. 
Others are older and are here because they want to or because they 
have been forced to continue theîr studies. The most înteresting of all 
are however a fcw students who occupy important positions such as 
dircctors or high rank RCP activists. Accordîng to a recent law regard
ing the bachelor degree, they check on you whether you had your high
school diploma before going to university. Thîs was al) about those 
who had been admitted to university without having first graduated 
hîgh-school. As it is casy to guess, they wcrc not coming to school, 
but to the teachers' office to discuss their graduation grades. 

April I 999, Washington 
I'm looking once again towards the side occupied by the members 

of the Partnership for Peace. In a way, this resembles that I 0th grade 
of that evening classes high-school. This time however the subject 
matter is no longer geography but democracy. 

Toast with Sma/1 Glasses 
4-5 September I 998, Italy 

The conference is held in the same hali where the historical con
ference of 1945 was held. Upon leaving I see a door half-open, a rec
tangular room with paneled walls which has many pictures of Stalin, 
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Roosevelt and Churchill as well as the ministers of foreign affairs of 
USA, USSR and Great Britain. In the centre there is the table at which 
the treaty was signed. One can enter a smaller room from the first. 
There is a campaign poster of Roosevelt on the wall there, in which 

'Unele Sam with his top hat in the colors of the American flag is point
ing a very aggressive finger towards Roosevelt tel ling him: "You 've 
made it, you have togo on". American campaign at Yalta? Dorin Mar
ian is looking at the poster with interest. 

'Should we use the idea?' 
'No way. lt is easier to win a war than transition reforms.' 
For breakfast we leave the sea shore in the official cars, in a long 

convoy climbing the mountain through a birch forest looking like 
white candles. Now we can see the Iusupov Palacc which was the ex
ecutive headquarters wherefrom in 1945, Stalin was lcading the war, 
as well as the Livadia Palace where Roosevelt had stayed. This is thc 
place where the 1877 treaties were signed between Russia and the Ro
manian Principalities, for the War of lndependence. To the back
ground, there is the Vorontsov Palace. Churchill tells in his memoirs 
that he had passed such a good time there. After an almost twenty
minute walk we reach a glade where Stalin 's former vi Ila is located. 
Before breakfast we are invited for a short visit within the villa. Thc 
chief of the Ukrainian protocol shows us the room where Stalin uscd 
to receive his collaborators and the room wherc he used to receive thc 
chief of the fierce NKVD. I remember the first photo of the Politburo 
of the PCUS as well as the one takcn towards thc end of Stalin 's lifc, 
where white crosscs marked thc fcw survivors of thc initial organism. 
A reduced inventory of comrades lcft alive or dead duc to natural caus
es. For most of them the room wc wcrc passing through was the wait
ing room to their execution. Under Brezhncv, things changc and most 
of my interlocutors today are former young membcrs of his Politburo. 

The table is set in the Round Hali in a neighboring wing. There is 
a fierce gritting and as we turn our hcads, we can sec the circular walls 
are pushed aside by means of pulleys offering us the view of the for
est around us, where there is a bodyguard for every trec. A huge TV 
set is switched on mute and we can sec images from the state Duma 
where there is a debate for thc proposal by thc Communist Party of 
impeaching President Eltsin. Amused by thc violent and contradictory 
interventions at the tribune of the Parliament, the people at the table 
are giving even before the first glasses of vodka the final results of thc 
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vote. Aftcr a while, when it is posted it would be exactly the same to 
the one announced. It is also quite sure that this is the politica! end of 
Primakov. The lack of politica! support of the prime-minister for the 
president is a sin which is neither forgotten nor forgiven. 

The toasts begin with the first glass and with caviar. I am not in 
Ukraine for the first time so I have learned my lesson. Each guest at 
the table has to make a toast and then drink up. I remember a sentence 
from Churchill's Memoirs: "Toasts at banquets have always been 
drunk by the Soviet representatives in small glasses, and Stalin has n
ever given up this." I'm looking at the set of glasses and I try to jot 
down on a napkin a few Russian words to make something ofit. 

The presidents sit alone at the table, there are no translators. There 
is no need for them either. Everyone speaks Russian. I am the only one 
who do not dare to speak although I understand a few words in Russ
ian. I can count on the friendly help of Lucinski. Haidar Aliev laughs: 
"A luxury translatJr." ln fact, Petru Lucinski is a guide forme; rather 
than guiding me from one language to the other, he is leading me from 
one world into another. 
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..dEMOCRATIC ... 
P.ARlY IL-' 

r------
1 ~ HiSECRET 

Presidcnt 

Mi-. Errul Constantinescu 
J>resîdctf of Romanla 

8elgrade, 13. Sepwrnber 1999. 

Dear Mr. Constantinescu. 

In bdlalf of Democratic .Pacty, and on my own. r woulct like tn th:mk: you 
for land and open rcccption during our visit in Buc~-rest. 

Wc have bec:n c:speci.ally dcl.ighted by the fact that even iri the$e him:i 
mocru:nts for our C()untry, we have found friend io you. who have shown 
the willingness. to help the Serbia peoJ)Jc: ~od it~ d~mooratic t'o.ces. 

Beariug on m.ind tbat one of the main objecti'lleş :stated in !he. polilical 
program of thc lxulocrlllÎ.c PaJty is opening of Setbia towarch the wof'\d. 
T am sure that our meeting was ju:U the bcginning of developjng good 
.relatfons be1wcen our countries on new, democratic bases. 

Being aware that our interesu are mutu.M, I am looking forwa.rd to 
esi..b1ish permanent contact with you and your oountry . 

Please. accept the a.uu.mnce of uur btghc:st t:onsidecalions. 

Sincere1y yours, 

.(__..,._ ~.C' 
~

' .L I 

, Dr Zoran D djic 
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IN THE VECINITY OF WAR: A TRENCH DIARY 

Overture and Prologue 
Sunday, 4 Octoher 1998, Cotroceni. 

7 p.m. No meeting scheduled, so I seize the opportunity of put
ting things in order and writing them down. Except for the security 
personnel and Mugur, who is always close by, the Palace is empty. On 
my desk, I find two thick folders, one from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MAE) and the other from the Foreign Intelligence Service 
(SIE). The same topic, Kossovo: the history of the conflict, the latest 
developments, the forecast of possible evolution. The radio broadcasts 
classical music in an undertone. I recognize the solemn notes of Cav
alleria Rusticana overture, which anticipate the tragedy. As a student, 
I would often go to the opera and I remember Cavalleria Rusticana be
ing performed together with Leoncavallo's Pagliacci. Two stories of 
Iove, hate and death. I' li never forget Stefiinescu-Goangă, atone on an 
empty stage, singing the Prologue of'Pagliacci. The composer knew 
pcrhaps, that only the human voice can announce the heartbreaking 
tragedy to follow. 

As a geologist, I have studied the laramic granitoids in the 
Carpathians - Balkans area. Over the ye~rs, I have worked on various 
sites with my Serbian, Bulgarian, Albanian, Macedonian, Bosnian and 
Croatian collcagues. I have seen the places, mel the people in their 
homes, near the campfire, in librarics and cafes. 

The SIE folder is filled with maps. At my request, both SIE and 
MAE staffs have pinned up the map in every office. I recognize the 
places. I can remember Kossovo Polje - Blackbird's Plain - and the s
teep mountains covered with forests that surround it. The sites of an
cient battles, monasteries and mosques, smugglers' routes as well. But 
how much do Kosovo, Yugoslavia and the Balkans count on the world 
map? lt is only when crime, rape, arson, devastation and the over
whelming number of refugees become unbearable that these places are 
no longer ignored and they appear on the maps supporting the CNN 
coverage. Bombardments, explosions are soon to follow. What can be 
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done to stop hate and violence from spreading like a contagious dis
ease? Will the Balkan gunpowdcr barrcl cxplode? Again, Romania 
is very near on the Euronews and CNN maps. For the time being, it 
appears as a white spot. An arca of tranquility (specialists call it sta
bility). Will it remain so? 

I go on reading the fi Ies. which show an abundance of new world 
politics terminology: "Partnership for Peace". "Peacekeeping". On the 
radio, the baritone starts thc Prologue. I cannot distinguish the Italian 
words very well, but everything can be solvcd now. Things have changed 
since I was a spectator seated in the farthcst rows of thc gallery. I ask 
Mugur to call Anca Calangiu. who is able to find solutions to the strangest 
problems. In no time at all, she finds the libretto on the Internet, trans
lates it into Romanian and mails it to him. Evcrything seems so easy. lf 
those in Kossovo had a computer. would thcy bc bctter? 

Ma non per dirvi come pria:/ Le larme chc noi versiam son false 

Not to teii you as he did some other timc/Thc tears we shed are 
false/The author has tried/to bring you/a fragment of life/a bundle of 
memories/ he wrote with real tears/So that you may see/ how people 
Iove on another;/You'II see the bitter fruits of hate./ Groans of pain,I 
howls of wrath/and cynical laughter!/ And, instcad of our poor clowns' 
garn,ent/you' d better see our hcarts,/ for wc arc huma ns/ made of tlesh 
and bones/and, just likc you,/we breathc i n this miserable world!/l've 
told you the plot. . ./now listcn to thc slory. 

TtL'dncsda_r, 7 Oct o he 1: I 99ii 
6 p.m. I was told that thc situation in Kossovo is on the vcrge of 

explosion. We have to takc an official stand and prcparc for whatevcr 
comes. I summon Prime Minister Radu Vasik. Foreign Affairs Minis
ter Andrei Plesu, Dcfensc Minister Victor Babiuc. Chief of Staff Gen
eral Constantin Degeratu and Advisors Zoe Petre and Dorin Marian. 
Andrei Plesu and General Degeratu presen! thc latest developments: 
compared with the previous wceks. the intcrnalional community seems 
now decided to threaten Yugoslavia with rnilitary strikes. 

We'II support this decision. but only .~hcr cxhausting all the other 
peaceful ways of settling the conflict through dialog. Incase NATO 
takes military action against thc Serbian nroops in Kossovo, Romania 
will comply with its share of responsibility rcsulting from the Partner
ship for Peace. This decision does not imply our participation in com-
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bat operations. At the end of the mceting I shake their hands and teii 
Dorin Marian to convene the National Supreme Security Council 
(CSAT) on Monday, October 11. 

Friday, 9 Octobe1; 1998 
8 p.m. I Ieam that NATO has sent us a verbal Note requesting Ro

mania 's permission for overflying towards the Yugoslav territory. We 
nced to resume the discussions we had on Wednesday on completely d
i fferent grounds. This time, we're not making any guesses, it's some
thing much more concrete. Again, what are we going to do? What we 
must do, confrontcd with what we can do. It îs very clear to me that our 
position at this moment îs a crucial test for how trustworthy we shall be 
for the Alliance in the future. In my opinion, we should reply promptly 
and with full readiness to NATO's request. But is it possible? 

lt îs not thc question whether Rornania should participate in actual 
military operations. Since the conflict în Bosnia, there has been a prin
cipie for the close neighbors to refrain from taking concrete action, to 
leave the door open for good interstate relations în the long run. But, as 
I know too wcll - and General Degeratu was very clear on this, and so 
was Plesu - it îs actually thc same thing whether you give perrnission 
for overtlights or open your territory: it îs still direct participation. 

Hungary îs almost a full mcmbcr, it can and must participate by 
all mcans, but Romania was not invited to join NATO în Madrid, last 
year. I truly believe we have to act as a de facto NATO mcmber; but 
how many of rny fellow citizens share this view? 

The wish to join NATO is a vcry popular option, but how many of 
those 80% eager to join NATO are ready first to undertake the rcsponsi
bilities and only later to enjoy the bcncfits? The idea of joi ning NATO 
has grown into a matter of such national pride and emotional commit
mcnt that fcw realize now that this îs first of all a military alliance. 

Besides, the issue here îs Yugoslavia, a country for which all of us, Ro
manians, have feelings of brotherly affcction, since it was our passageway 
to the paradise of free western societies throughout the communist regime. 
This strain of thoughts seems never-ending: out of I O Romanians, how 
many realize why NATO îs ready to intervene în the Kossovo conflict? 
How many of them would understand why their Government would sup
port such an action? And, among those who understand, how many would 
approve such a stand? Two- it seems too much already. Yet, I'm the presi
dent who 's going to decide on behalf of all ten. 
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Cross-talks 
Soturda.r. /() Octohe,; I 998 

11 a.m. lt's Radu Vasile's birthday. Together with President Dia
conescu I go to Victoria Palace, wherc everybody sccms to be feasting 
in a rustic atmosphere of abundance and carclessncss. So as not to for
get the hard times we are living, I give the Prime Minister a sword. It 
is actually no larger than a ballpoint pen, a paper-knife from the col
lection l've been putting together for years. Diaconescu gives him an 
icon. We both leave rather quickly. ln one of the rooms I pass by I sec 
a huge cask. How did that get there? 

2.30 p.m. A new meeting with Plesu, General Degeratu, Dorin 
Marian and Zoe Petre. CSAT will discuss NATO"s verbal Note no. 
98/1023 on October 9, 1998, which requircs unlimited access to the 
Yugoslav territory. The unanimous position is that Romania cannot 
participate in combat operations in Yugoslavia; that would traumatizc 
bilateral relations. lf wc are to be consistent, it follows that Roman ia 
can neither providc NATO forces with its airports if thc alliance is go
ing to use them as attack bases. Howevcr, wc']] allow access to Ro
manian airspace for emergcncy or unprcdictable situations. lf neces
sary, our country will participate in humanitarian actions, providing 
medical care with a military hospital. It's a minimal position, I'm not 
satisfied with it, but it's one fost step. 

I have to sec the opposition partics' stand; I ask the Cabinet to find 
out how I can convcnc an emergcncy mccting with Prcsidcnt Iliescu. 
Valeriu Tabără and Theodor Mclcscanu. Thcrc is nothing I can find 
out from Vadim Tudor. ln thc mcantirrn; I havc to clcarly know our 
ncighbors' positions. I teii Dan Petre to contact thc ambassadors and 
arrangc talks with Stoyanov, Dcmirl'L Kuchma, and, if possible, 
Stephanopoulos and Milan Kucan. Fortunatcly. Lucinski is in 
Bucharcst, I spokc with him and he is vcry conccrncd. They will bc 
cautious, but are waiting for our position to clarify theirs. I bricfcd 
him on the situation, explaining the limitations of any dccision; he will 
see how this situation is retlected in Chisinau. 

A long telephone conversation with Iliescu, who sturdily rejects 
the unconditional perrnission to overtly Romania. He keeps on saying 
that NATO has a wrong approach to the issuc. It lacks the Security 
Council's approval. It's an abusive sanction that paves the way for ar
bitrariness in international relations. Romania has historical an-
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tccedents when it proved dignified rejccting such matters. When the 
Russians attacked Czechoslovakia, the Romanians stood against the 
invasion, although it was part of the communist bloc. 

I try to bring him arguments, quoting from the agreements he him
self signed, and I read from The Memorandum of Agreement between 
NATO and the Romanian Govemment on Overtlying Romanian Terri
tory by NATO Military Transport Aircraft, on August 7, 1995, which, 
besides the President's signature, also features the signatures of the 
Prime Minister, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of 
National Defense (MApN). Then, from The Romanian Parliament's 
Appeal to KATO States' MPs on June 5, 1996, where it is stated that, 
in accordance with the Washington Treaty, Romania undertakes to take 
on the rights, commitmcnts and obligations implied by the status of a 
NATO member. There is also The Program for Interoperability be
tween the Romanian Armed Forces and NATO Structures 1996-1997, 
approved by CSAT, which stipulates that the Romanian authorities are 
ready to provide NATO and other cooperation partners within PfP in
frastructurc facilities for thc joint military applications tobe carried 
out on Romanian territory. The document furthermore indicates the 
use of military airfields by NATO aircraft in distress, setting up search, 
rescue and rccovery operations as wcll as providing facilities on 
Timisoara, Craiova, Kogalniceanu and Bucharest-Otopeni airfields so 
as to supply the aircraft with specialists, spare parts and necessary ma
tcrials. Roman ia 's Statement presented during thc first round of the 
individualized dialog on NATO cxpansion, on March 29, 1996, indi
cates Romania's wish to join NATO and underlincs that, depending on 
the Ali iance 's option and the evolution of European security, Roman ia 
will be able to provide thc allied forccs with the infrastructure facili
ties for their deployment. 

We have therefore already assumed certain responsibilities both 
within the Partnership for Peace and by our application for NATO 
membership. 

Ali my arguments have met with stubborn persistence. My inter
locutor seems to think wc only formally undertook those responsibili
ties, with no real intention to stand by our pledges. Everybody has a 
different understanding of Security Council Resolution 1119: for the 
Bulgarians, as well as for NATO, the expression "by all means" in
cludes military operations; for Iliescu - it rules them out. 

Will we be able to overcome the wave of hostility raised by this 
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dispute? As usual, the prospect of tough wintcr lics ahead. Can we af
ford to add a major contradiction on the paramount issuc of our for
eign policy to people's dissatisfaction'! NATO integration implies sta
bility at home and an agreement between the governing parties and 
the opposition ones on the issue of joi ning thc Alliancc. What is more 
important then, a maximal response or the idea of prescrving this a
greement? If PDSR rushes into tough disputes with the Alliance, aren 't 
our chances for integration compromised in the long run? 

Late in the evening To sum up: after the failure of thc negotiations 
at Rambouillet, I have talked to many of the hcads of state and gov
emment in the West to see whether the options for a peaceful solution 
have indeed been exhausted. Togethcr with thc lcadcrship of other s
tates bordering Yugoslavia, who arc, as I am, wcll awarc that an attack 
on this country would have far-reaching conscquenccs for the entire 
region, I have tried - until the end of March 1999 - to identify the 
ways in which we could persuade Milosevic to sparc his nation the 
worst possible ordeal: war with NATO. 

6 p.m. Stoyanov calls mc and he is quite worried. He is due to chair 
the Security Council in one bour and he wants to consult with me. 

10 p.m. He is inclined towards a minimal rcsponsc to the same 
NATO request that we receivcd. I call Mugur Ciuvică into my office 
to phone ambassador Talpes in Sofia. He informs mc that discussions 
in the president's Security Council are still undcrway. I now leam that 
thc Bulgarians have two Security Councils. Onc is chaircd by the pres
ident, the other by the prime minister: an exprcssion of the clashes be
tween two poles of decision makcrs; an unsound systcm. At !cast we 
havc only onc CSAT. 

11.30 Ten minutes aftcr thc communiquc is rclcascd at the end of 
the Council session, Talpes calls back. He has got it already translat
ed. The decision is radical: thc Bulgarians arc ready to providc the Al
liancc with cvcrything, abovc all unrcstrictcd acccss to airspace. 
"What? The President's Council'?" - I ask. "Yes. Nadezhda must have 
spoken with her mentor, Madeleine Albright, and thcy decidcd to over
bid." Anyway, it is one way to stand out whcn comparcd with Roma
n ia. How long is this stupid competition going to take? 

At the end of the conversat ion with Talpcs, I ask him: "Mr. Am
bassador, you know President Iliescu bettcr than I do. He's been 
through situations like that ... what stand is he going to take now?" 
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The reply comes dryly: "'He has and he will be wrong". Then he ex
plains: "'He will reject NATO's proposal and he will be wrong." 

Thc worst part is, indced, that Iliescu doesn't have the slightest in
tention to support a more radical stand and I don 't think Melescanu 
will embrace a different point of view; as for Tabără, there is not much 
hope for me either: not only that he is the president of PUNR, a more 
moderate politician than Vadim Tudor when it comes to nationalism, 
but he is also from Timisoara, so I expect him to be very sensitive to 
the Banat Serbs' opinions. Anyway, all the MPs of the opposition par
ties have brought forward a motion of censure, they say against the 
Govemment; it is actually against the President, so I don 't really hope 
I could find support from them at this moment, even if it is very clear 
for thern that Romani a 's best interest would urge them to support a po
sition as elose to NATO's request as possible. Their schemes to attack 
the President probably seem more interesting to them than the NATO 
integration process. 

Sunday, 11 Octohe1; 1998 
12 a.m. The Supreme National Security Council is in session. I 

open the debates on NATO's verbal Note no. 98/1023 on October 9, 
1998, which requires permission for unrestricted access to Yugoslav 
territory. Andrei Plesu outlines the arguments that compel us to give 
an affirmative answer: Security Council's Resolution 1119, which, as 
a member of the UN, our country has the obligation to support; the re
sponsibilities derived from the Partnership for Peace, as well as all the 
statements made by thc Romanian leadership starting with I 99311994. 
Victor Babiuc also rccommends that we finnly endorse NATO's stand, 
as long as the planned operations are designed to restorc peace. 

General Degeratu makes a clear, carefully documented and com
prehensive review of all the options, their assumptions and conse
quences. In conclusion, he asserts that our armed forces need more 
funding to increase their operational potential, in response to the în
crease of tensions in our region. 

We decide to draw up a memorandum involving both the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of National Defense, focused on 
UN Resolution 1119 and the present conditions of the approximately 
50,000 refugees, demanding an end to hostilities, the beginning of ne
gotiations between Yugoslavia and the Albanian leaders in Kossovo, 
and taking the first steps to prevent a humanitarian disaster; an end to 
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security forces' actions against civilians and propcr conditions for nor
malizing the situation in Kossovo. We shall also include the urge to 
the Kossovo Albanian forces to condemn terrorist activities. We shall 
point out as clearly as possible that preserving Serbia 's integrity, with 
wider autonomy for Kossovo, is a must. Yet, in essence, we are going 
to give a minimal reply to the maximal request in NATO's verbal Note. 
Otherwise, the Parliament would become sheer hell. 

On this account 1'11 file a request to the Parliament in order to se
cure its approval. We have yet to find the financiaL military and human
itarian resources. Then we'II draw up our official reply to Brussels. We 
also decide on creating a special group to keep the public opinion in
formed as well as a crisis situation group formed by SIE and MapN spe
cialists; the two groups will stay operational throughout this crisis. Fur
thermore, we decide to release the following note to the media: 

"As a resuit of the aggravation of the Kossovo crisis, which could 
pose risks and threats to Romani a 's national security. the Supreme Na
tional Security Council analyzed and then approvcd the steps taken to 
increase the armed forces' capabilities to prevent any conditions likely 
to affect our national security. 

In accordance with our duty as a mcmber of the Unitcd Nations, 
Romania supports thc UN Security Council Resolution 1119 in its en
tirety and anxiously takes note of the conclusions of UN Secretary 
General 's report. 

Romania supports the steps taken by the intemational community to 
solve the crisis, evcn if, as a ncighboring country, it cannot become di
rectly involved in combat operations, i11 case such opcrations take place. 

Roma11ia is ready to participate in pcacekeeping and humanitaria11 
operations with a Mobile Multifu11ctional Unit for Humanitarian Sup
port, co11sisting of a medical unit, accommodation facilities for thc 
refugees and an engineering squad for rcbuildi11g houses destroyed as 
a resuit of military operations. To this purpose. the Presidcnt shall re
quire thc Parliament's support. 

Well aware ofthe serious conscque11ces of any military action, Ro
mania reiterates its hopes for a peaceful solutio11 to this crisis." 

8 p.m. TV and radio evening news programs broadcast a piece of 
MEDIAFAX news: "PDSR Preside11t Ion Iliescu states 011 Sunday that 
the CSAT decision retlects the basic ideas of the conversation he had 
with Romania's President Emil Constantinescu and he believes the 
CSAT position 011 the Kossovo crisis as a fair one." 
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Did the call from Sofia reach the Kiseleff headquarters too? Any
way, one first obstacle seems now easier to overcome. 

Wednesday, 18 November 1998, Zenica 
I'm inspecting the 96th Engineers Battalion within IFOR-SFOR 

deployed to a small locality near Sarajevo. The battalion, established 
in December 1995, has been in Bosnia since March 1996 as part of the 
peacekeeping force (IFOR). The members of this unit are selected on 
a volunteering basis from army engineers groups and they are replaced 
every six months. Their primary objective is to ensure freedom of 
movement for the multinational peace force in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The 96th Engineers' Battalion took part in 228 missions including 
highway rebuilding and repairing, bridge construction, reopening rail
way routes, rebuilding the hospitals in Goradje and Sarajevo, and the 
steelworks in Zenica. Since August 1998 Romania has participated in 
the discouragement force in Bosnia (DFOR) and with a military po
lice platoon. 

In the Parliament Palace riddled with bullets and projectiles I meet 
the three members of the Republic 's joint presidency, Alja Izetbegovic, 
Zivko Radisic and Ante Jelavic and the SFOR commander in Bosnia. 

Meanwhile, in Bucharest, the Senate debates the motion filed by 
the Opposition, whose text is directed particularly against the Presi
dent of Romania. 

Thursday, 19 November 1998 
At Cotroceni Palace, from moming till evening, I have been meet

ing with all those who wanted to personally greet me on my birthday. 
AII moming and much of the aftemoon, waves of people come to see 
me, to touch me. There are severa) thousands. I wonder where this tac
tile affection comes from; it may well be the sacramental nature of pow
er that attracts them. I don 't want to be unfair, many of them stood by 
my side even before gaining politica) power, but others may come e
qually enthusiastic to Cotroceni, no matter who the "tenant" may be. I 
don't want tobe cynical. It's the one feeling that can kill you. 

At night, amidst old friends. The atmosphere is relaxed and warm, 
I'm with people - some of them famous - who know each other and 
can talk about things of common concern. I try to speak with as many 
as possible, for I know why they are actually here. lf I teii them I want 
more than they do to have time to talk like we did in the old days, they 
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might think I am a hypocrite. Time keeps widening the gap between 
us, time that they still have for themselves, time that I spend talking 
on the phone with Opposition party leaders, trying to unfold the bun
dle of ever growing tensions. How can we talk like we did in the old 
times, when even the seconds I have are carefully numbered and I have 
obsessive thoughts that we cannot share? I f I talked to them about the 
Kosovo crisis, they would Iisten politely, maybe even interested - they 
are educated, brilliant individuals -, but still we would be having a 
conversation between people Iiving on two different planets, for they 
judge things from the outside and I have to make decisions from with
in. These decisions inevitably affect real interests, change some real 
people 's lives, mark the fate of multitudes. How could one take on this 
condition from the outside? 

Tuesday, 24 Nm·emher J 998 
3 p.m. Yesterday aftemoon in the Chamber and today in the Sen

ate, the opposition MPs continued their attacks, threatening to go on 
strike. PDSR again requested the decrease of the number of govern
ment ordinances and the establishment of a code of conduct govern
ing the relationship between the opposition and the majority in Parlia
ment. In fact, they are greatly dissatisfied by my refusal to accept the 
PDSR request to appoint their representative - Florin Georgescu prob
ably - as First Vice Governor of the National Bank of Romani a (BNR). 
The coalition decided not to accept any political appointment to BNR 
management and will maintain this view. 

lfl had tolerated politica) influences on the National Bank, I might 
have been more radical in the reply to NATO's overflight request. That 
would have been impossible. BNR is so much part of the basic state 
institutions that having given up on that particular issue would have s
tained the most important principie I had sworn to defend. I did not 
accept the appointment requested by PNTCD, and I didn 't accept the 
PDSR proposal either. At least until wc join the EU, thc National Bank 
must remain true to its origins, as an integral part of Romani a 's foun
dations, beyond politica! faction interests. 

5 p.m. At his request, I receive the US ambassador, James Ros
apepe. He is a very interesting person, maybe because he has nothing 
in common with a typical diplomat. Neither is he a career diplomat; 
he distinguished himself as a remarkable fund-rai ser during Clinton 's 
electoral campaign. He seems always relaxed, good-humored, a little 
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confusing, but in fact he is extremely sharp and quick at drawing the 
line between essence and appearance. He has nothing that could re
mind one of his predecessor's self-contained and commanding style. 

We discuss the Kossovo situation and the limits within which Roma
nia is able to react. I ask him to send our requests to the US Govemment: 

- We want Romania mentioned by the Washington Summit state
ment as well as a clearly specified date for announcing the new coun
tries invited to join NATO; 

- to jointly set up a road map for NATO integration; 
- to intensify the Romanian-US relations, including the invest-

ments, within the Strategic Partnership. 
7 p.m. A meeting with the leaders of PNTCD, PD, PNL, PSDR, 

ApR, PAR, UDMR, and with the ethnic minorities' representatives in 
Parliament. The three opposition parties - PSDR, PRM and PUNR -, 
although invited to attend this meeting, refused to participate consid
ering the dialog useless as they were preparing to go on parliamentary 
strike. PRM even stated that the opposition did not want to solve the 
crisis in Parliament, but on the contrary, to inflame it, so as to push for 
general elections before the due date. 

In the introductory speech, I explain to the participants that I 
thought I needed a mandate for tomorrow's meeting with NATO Sec
retary General Javier Solana and the NATO states ambassadors (the 
19+ I session) in Brussels. I ask for the parties' positions on support
ing our NATO integration policy. President Diaconescu and President 
Quintus state their unconditional support, adding that there is no other 
option for our national security but NATO membership. Sergiu Cunes
cu also declares that PSDR unconditionally supports any action that is 
necessary for Romania's admission to EU and NATO. Vosganian says 
Romania lacks a powerful ally and, therefore, his party supports every
thing in connection with the process of integration. Theodor Meleş
canu also subscribes to this idea and he is joined by Varujan Pambuc
cian the leader of the ethnic minorities' representatives in Parliament. 

I proceed by reading the message of the main opposition party, 
PDSR, in which they restate their "ful) and unconditional support" for 
Romania's NATO integration policy, adding that this position ac
knowledges that Romania's admission to NATO is a fundamental po
litica! option for our country. PDSR thinks it would be "useful" that 
the delegation led by the head of state should insist on "the need to 
consolidate Romania 's status secured in Madrid, as a resuit of negoti-
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ations between the member states in the South and the countries ex
clusively favoring the extcnsion in the North, more precisely between 
France and the United States" and express the need for certain con
crete aspects that would give substance to the open doors policy, name
ly by announcing a schedule for NATO's future extension or by sign
ing a Romania-NATO declaration that would regulate bilateral reia-] 
tions until the moment of Roman ia 's admission. 

Unfortunately, in addition to this "unconditional" support they pro
pose a series of other, less encouraging tenns: guarantees that the new 
member states will not use their veto right on future enlargements; thc 
Alliance must clearly state its intentions conceming SouthEastem Eu
rope, which is thought to be the main source of challenge to member 
states; NATO should state whethcr its strategy provides for the full in
tegration of this region or it sceks to perpetuate the role of buffer zone 
for this region, meant to filter and weaken immcdiate threats to the Al
liance. The text ends with a typical Adrian Năstase sentence (he is in
deed the persan who signed it): "This way, we'll know better our real 
chance for NATO integration''. 1 can give him the answer myself: "Un
der such conditions - no chance!" 

In the second part of the meeting I ask the parties' representativcs 
to express their stand on the crisis started by PDSR, PUNR and PRM 
in the Parliament. I present the extremist position taken by PRM. 
which sets out to lead to general elcction before the legal term, and 
my opinion on this demagogic approach to the problems our country 
is facing, with no clear solution. Such an antidemocratic approach to 
our problems - I go on telling the politicians, and I wi li certainly in
clude that in the press release - is likely to produce chaos, economic 
malfunctions and poverty, threatcning domestic stability, which is the 
basic ingredient of progress within Romani an society. I express my 
strong belief that, given this important and ditlicult moment, the polit
ica) parties should put national interest above individual arnbitions. 

Ali of those attending belicve the opposition should rejoin the Par
Iiament session, as a major condition for a dialog concerning the re
quests made by PDSR, PRM and PUNR. I request the government 
coalition leaders to immediatcly start the dialog with the opposition 
parties, within a Mediating Comrnission, so that they return to the Par
liament sessions as soon as possible. PNL President Mircea Ionesr:-11 
Quintus confinns that the parliarnentary opposition groups will partic
ipate in a round-table meeting with the leadership of the majority coali-
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tion at the Senate, on Wednesday. Varujan Vosganian claims that 
PDSR's alliance with PRM in this politica] crisis is likely to work a
gainst the main opposition party, shedding a negative light on its im
age. "PDSR has to decide whether it is a democratic party or it stands 
side by side with extremist parties" - he concludes. 

Wednesday, 2 5 November J 998 
10.20 a.m. NATO General Headquarters in Brussels. I run the Ro

manian delegation to NATO I 9 + I session. 
NATO ambassadors' desks are positioned in an oval cut in the mid

dle by the chairperson 's desk. NATO Secretary General Javier Solana 
wclcomes me and, together, we enter the hali, then he opens the ses
sion saying: "We are grateful for Romani a 's participation in solving 
the Kossovo crisis and for its contribution to security in the region". 
For two hours r answer the questions asked by NATO ambassadors 
and high-ranking officers from the General Headquarters. Then we lis
tcn to their interventions. Very positive. Even beyond the usual diplo
matic restraint. 

Monday, 4 January J 999 
Thc miners start their protest in the Jiu River Valley. 
C. V Tudor ignites the ''Rona Hartner" scandal - a faithful imita

t ion of the Monica Lewinski scandal in the US - only this time there 
is nothing true in this story. The scandal is strongly fueled by Dan Di
aconescu 's broadcast on Telc7abc, by Tuca's talk show on Antena I, 
hr România Mare, Atac la persoană, Lihertatea, etc. 

Tuesday, J 2 Janua,y J 999 
4.15 p.m. I receive George Robertson*, the UK Secretary of De

fense, a Scotsman that is not very tall, but sturdy and red-faced; his 
cntire appearance recommends him as a very resalute man. He firmly 
pledges: "We shall be supporters of Romania 's joining NATO in the 
second wave. There are no reasons to be pessimistic about Romania's 
NATO integration." 

Friday, J 5 January J 999 
The first worrying signs related to the miners' march towai-ds 

Bucharest. 

• ln noiembrie 1999, a fost ales Secretar General al NATO. 
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Sunday, 17 January 1999 
Adrian Năstase says the Police have no right to oppose the miners. 

Monday, 18 January 1999 
Miron Cozma orders the about I 0,000 miners to make for 

Bucharest. Ion Iliescu claims that blocking the roads in their way cre
ates a real concentration camp. The miners overcome the barrages and 
come out of the canyon. 

Tuesday, 19 January 1999 i 

The miners disperse the poli ce force and occupy the city of I 
Targu Jiu. 

Wednesday, 20 January 1999 
PRM hails the miners' victory and calls for the Govemment's res

ignation and the establishment of revolutionary Councils. 

Friday, 22 January 1999 
Unable to move further towards Bucharest, Miron Cozma con- i 

cludes the "Cozia arrnistice" with the Prime Minister. · 

Mondav, 2 5 Januarv 19991 
At Cotroceni Palace, the reception of the Diplomatic Corps. 

Monday, 15 Fehruary 1999 
The Supreme Court gives the absolute decision to convict Miron 

Cozma for the attempted coup d' etat in 1991. 

Wednesday, FehrumJ1 17, 1999 
Miron Cozma refuses to obey the Supreme Court decision and ini-1 

tiates a new march towards Bucharcst. At Stoienesti, in the Olt Valley,! 
the miners are repelled, disarmed and encircled. I 

Miron Cozma is put under arrest and so are others of the miners' I 
leadership. I 

Wednesday, 16 February 1999 
Adrian Năstase, the Number Two in PDSR, Vice President of the 

Chamber of Deputies, states that "Miron Cozma's arrest is a great de
feat for democracy". · 
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Wednesday, 17 February 1999 
Zoe Petre, who has returned from Washington, says the tension 

over the situation in Yugoslavia, has suddenly increased to a criticai 
point, after having been "smoldering" in January. In Washington, her 
interlocutors from the National Security Council and the State Depart
ment seemed to have come to tenns with the idea of tough interven
tion ("we won 't stand by watching how he massacres his own fellow 
citizens, as we did before 1995, a new Munich is unconceivable") and 
they were genuinely concerned with the possible connection - she 
even heard the word "co-ordination" - between the developments 
south of the Danube and the miners' march in January. 

They don 't seem to be taking thi risk of a "Slavic Corridor" seri
ously; this corridor between Serbia and Belarus is supposed to cross, 
willy-nilly, the Romanian territory; they may have more accurate in
fonnation from Moscow, but we think this could be an important ele
ment of the current situation, especially since it is supported by the S
tate Duma. However, things may be seen in a different light from 
across the Atlantic. 

Thursda_v, 18 Fehruary 1999 
One last, almost desperate, attempt to negotiate in Paris is scat

tered by the Serbians' unflinching attitude and then by the Albanians' 
unilateral signing of the accord. Unfortunately, Albania supports radi
cal solutions: Andrei Plesu tells me at the very last moment that their 
Foreign Minister ca lied off his participation in the Bucharest Meeting 
of the ministers of foreign affairs from the South East European Co
operat ion Process member states, on March 19, claiming that they 
"will be celebrating the great victory won by their brothers in Kosso
vo". This is not a good sign. 

4-5 March 1999 
Polish President Alexander K wasniewski 's vi sit to Bucharest. 

Sinaia, 12 March 1999 
p.m. Romania - Bulgaria - Turkey Trilateral. The agenda in

cludes certain issues already approached at the previous meeting in 
Antalya, especially those related to military cooperation and prevent
ing the risk of unconventional weaponry. However, the Kossovo crisis 
has monopolized the entire agenda and everybody's attention now 
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seems focused on it. Demirel, with the majestic appearance of a Ro
man senator, who has already been through any imaginable problem, 
with a tired look in his eyes, still blue and clear, though, is wise, but 
not relaxed. The Turks are extremely hurt by the persecutions that the 
Albanians, most of them Muslims, have to suffer. In a passionate 

'speech against the danger of civil war in Yugoslavia and calling for 
action to prevent its spreading, Stoyanov uses some very effective im
ages. "When you want to put out a fire, you have to isolate it from any
thing around it that might catch fire. As long as we are unable to show 
our fellow citizens that they live better and earn more in their demo
cratic countries than do the Serbs under dictatorship, the danger of that 
fire being spread is unavoidable." However, he doesn 't have to per
suade me. Over and over, I myself have tried to prove the same case. I 
write down the fire metaphor, though, so I can use it later. 

Stoyanov suggests we send a letter to Milosevic, signed by all the 
three presidents. Demirel agrees immediately and so do I; we send our 
diplomatic counsellors to a smaller room where they can draw up the 
draft. They work quite fast, for they collaborated a lot in the past, they 
are now accustomed to one another's style, and, most importantly, they 
know howto find a common denominator for the three presidents; they 
return in less than half an hour. Wc all read the text and approve it. 
The letter is quite tough, showing neither condescension nor too much 
conciliation. We express our deepest concern for the possibility of the 
increase of violence, we teii him how much Bulgaria as wcll as Ro
mania have gained from politica! solutions to ethnic tensions, and, 
most importantly, we strongly emphasize that peace through negotia
tions is the only guarantee for preserving Yugoslavia 's sovcreignty and 
territorial integrity. 

lt is obvious that wc think in the same way: any potential chal
lenge to the existing borders is likely to trigger a domino effect, creat
ing an avalanche of territorial claims throughout the region. I' li never 
know why this principie is constantly ignored by our great specialists 
in nationalistic rhetoric, who never stop urging for the revision of our 
eastern border, without realizing that this would almost instantly lead 
to our western border being challenged. That is why I signed the Treaty 
with Ukraine with a clear conscience. 

It's highly probable that Milosevic will never reply to our letter. 
But maybe its message would somehow get to the people of Serbia 
and provide them with something to reflect on. Anyway, wc have done 
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our duty to warn them. Furthermore, it is incumbent upon any leader 
to deal with such matters responsibly. 

Monday, 15 March, 1999 
I decide on an initiative meant to deal with the politica) crisis. 

PDSR is always making a lot of fuss about meeting the Government 
to "correct the serious defaults" - actually to tear down whatever could 
be tom down. I've decided to bring forward something different: me
diation through bringing together representatives of the majority and 
of the opposition, Cabinet members, representatives of trade unions 
and employers' associations, in the presence of experts - from the Ro
man ian Academy, from relevant institutes and some serious think
tanks - side by side with the representatives of large NGOs and opin
ion leaders. lt would be the first time they all found themselves to
gether round table and my only regret was that I did not summon such 
a meeting at the very beginning of my presidential term. 

To setup this meeting I first have to meet Prime Minister Radu 
Vasile separately and the coalition parties' leadership, then the Oppo
sition leaders, business analysts, the great NGOs so that afterwards 
we could all takc part in a public meeting to review and harmonize thc 
conclusions in the presencc of parliamentary parties, employers' asso
ciations, trade unions and civil society representatives, all this in order 
to agree on a Declaration of Social Peace. I also felt a CSAT meeting 
would be necessary to scrutinize the consequences of general strike 
when a military conflict is to unfold close to our country's borders. 
This assembly was, by thc way, the first of its kind and it took place 
on March 16, 1999. 

The Die 1s Cast 
Friday, 19 March 1999 

Bucharest hosts an extraordinary meeting to analyze the Kossovo 
situation, attended by the chief diplomats of Bulgaria, Greece, 
FYROM (Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Romania and 
Turkey. 

Sunday, March 21, 1999 
12 a.m. It seems we have been cursed to deal with emergency sit

uations only at night or on Sunday. It's not about me, I have given up 
Sunday quality time long ago, and so have my team. However, others 
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want to live a normal life. They are hard to find, they have no secre
taries, no typists, they sound irritated. We need to make a statement 
on Roman ia 's position with respect to the Yugoslav crisis, and we have 
to make it right now. I immediately speak with Prime Minister Radu 
Vasile, who is as relaxed as usual, and with Andrei Plesu, who is con
cemed, but determined. 

I have to undertake responsibility. Time for half measures has 
passed. The developments of the latest months have radicalized posi
tions. lt is no use to make amends for the Opposition, the resuit is the 
same; they want to destroy us by all means. At least they'II know why. 

In the long term, our nation 's interest urges us to immediately for
mulate an unequivocal position that would place us side by side with 
NATO, EU and the democratic countries in the world. During Ceau
sescu 's regime, we were angry that the West does nothing to help us. I 
know very well that our friends in Yugoslavia now think the same, and 
they will understand that we join those who fight Milosevic, not Ser
bia, whose territorial integrity is as important to us as it is to them. 

On the phone, I quickly brief Zoe on the main points of the state
ment: from the very beginning, Romani a joined the efforts of the Con
tact Group of NATO, EU and OSCE to look for a political solution to 
the crisis in Kossovo, knowing from our own experience that there îs 
always room for dialog, when both parties show good faith and will to 
avoid conflicts. Then comes the enumeration of all Roman ian efforts 
to end the conflict in a manner that is quick and lasting. The provi
sional Rambouillet accord îs the sole document that guarantees the to
tal tcrritorial integrity of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and thc 
rights of ethnic communities in Kossovo provincc, în accordance with 
international standards and regulations. Thc failurc of thcsc negotia
tions will resuit in new bloodsheds, thousands of rcfugees and the es
calation of tension in the whole region. Thc arguments must point to a 
firm conclusion: incase the peace negotiations fail, Romania believes 
a NATO intervention to stop the conflict is nccessary and legitimate, 
and, consequently, will support the efforts to restorc peace. 

By the time I get to Cotroceni, a draft of the declaration is ready. I 
carefully go through the text, word by word. Every word is important. 
Will the intemational community clearly hear our commitment to ne
gotiated peace? I hope at least the commentators took note ofit, if not 
the general public. The two letters to Milosevic, signed by Demirel, 
Stoyanov and myself prove our good faith. 
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7 p.m. The press office has recorded the declaration on tape and 
released it for radio and television. Down in Union Hali, all TV sta
tions are there. I feel the need to talk to someone. I leave the elevator 
and go downstairs to Zoe Petre 's office on the second floor. I 'm aware 
that the two words that justify NATO's reaction will be singled out 
from the whole statement: legitimate and necessary. Shall we leave 
them? We' li leave them. 

The truth is I set out on a difficultjoumey and l've closed the way 
to any kind of compromise. l've decided not to take one step back, no 
matter what. The die is cast. What !ies beyond this Rubicon? 

11 p.m. I receive a call from Bulgarian President Stoyanov, who 
proposes that we draw up a joint appeal to Milosevic, urging him to 
accept the presence of NATO troops in Kossovo, while also empha
sizing that Roman ia and Bulgaria are decidedly in favor of observing 
Yugoslavia 's territorial integrity. 

Monday, 22 March 1999 
9 a.m. Again in contact with Stoyanov to finish the letter. We send 

the text to Belgrade, copies ofit to NATO and make it public. It's one 
last attempt to prevent the irreparable - if Milosevic does not accept 
the deployment of NATO troops in Kossovo, the allied forces will 
bomb Yugoslavia. Wc agree on keeping close contact, so that he could 
use the Romanian example for overcoming the negative reactions of 
the Bulgarian public opinion. 

My idea - for which I had undertaken ful! responsibility -- was 
first to quickly give our approval for NATO plans in principie and af
terwards to negotiate the actual terms that should be ensuring and fa
vorable to us. Ali the countries in the region finally expressed their a
greement for all NATO requests, but they left the impression of hesi
tation, which they tried to correct, going to the other extreme. 

Tuesday, 23 March /999 
10 a.m. In the context of impending war, the Opposition's direct 

attack must be counteracted at all costs. I release a detailed statement 
on this issue. I explain that, less than two months since the miners' vi
olent protests, I will again use dialog to try to prevent new actions that 
could lead to an even worse crisis. The trade unions announced a se
ries of protests culminating with a general strike on April 26. The busi
ness community, a Iso disappointed by the severe deterioration of their 
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profit opportunities, stated their intention to support this protest move
ment by going on a fiscal strike. Aware of the effects of such conjoint 
actions in the context of Romania's serious financial crisis, I decided 
to initiate consultations with the rcpresentativcs of the main politica) 
parties, civil society, trade unions and business community. The pur
pose of these discussions is to reach an agreement among all the intlu
ential forces of Romanian society, on developing the basis for eco
nomic and social measures. 

I emphasize that I do not have executive powers, but I believe it is 
time to exert my constitutional prerogatives trying to maintain and, 
eventually, reinstate the social and politica) balance, which is clearly 
threatened by the prospect of such strikes. My strategy follows two 
directions. The first aims at initiating a public dialog with the opposi
tion parties and some segments of civil socicty that arc unhappy with 
the Govemment's performance so far. The dialog with PDSR especial
ly plays the role of showing the people that now, more than ever, our 
country needs national consensus on its future - and this is impossible 
to achieve without the involvement of the main opposition party. 

The second purpose is to try to do what the Government doesn 't 
have time or ability to do: to explain how we got into this, who is re
ally responsible, why it is impossible to do more undcr thcse circum
stances, to show the progress madc, the support we arc getting from 
abroad, which is not sufficiently popularized by the Executive. I plead 
for the present government structure and for thc continuation of its 
policy. Even if it means support for unpopular measurcs, I set out to 
persuade the most hardened and intluential opponents - the opposi
tion parties, trade unions, business communities - that they havc to 
come to terms with the idea that the stcps now takcn by thc Govern
ment are the only possible ones - and, ultimalely, they arc non nego
tiable - as part of the effort to get the country out of this predicament. 

Although I cannot ignore the Opposition ·s proposal to organizc 
general elections before term, that is in this ycar's foii (an idea that 
cannot be constitutionally put into practice), and the idea of a techno
crat government proposed by PDSR, thc tradc unions, but also the 
business community, I personally reject them as unconstitutional and 
completely unreasonable. On the contrary, I 'li try to persuade the dia
log partners that Romania is faced with two challenges. First, we have 
to step out of the crisis due to the lack of financial resources, in order 
to be able to pay as we are expected, a large portion of our foreign debt 
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and also to reinvigorate economic reconstruction. lf there is one thing 
I clearly understood from the other post-communist countries' transi
tion, it is the fact that no successful transition can be carried out with
out foreign capital input. That is why Govemment's negotiations as 
well as the resources it seeks to secure in this way are vital for this ob
jective in the short run. The post-FESAL agreement with the World 
Bank has already been signed and the agreement with the IMF is clos
er than ever, since the IMF says a new agreement with Romania de
pends upon signing the post-FESAL agreement. The Govemment is 
also looking for important financing from the European Union and 
tries to refinance part of the foreign debt with the help of the private 
capital market. Any change in the structure of the present Govemment 
would jeopardize the success of these negotiations. 

Another objective is to secure a place on the !ist of applicant s
tates with which the European Union is due to start joining negotia
tions at the end of this year. Romani a 's inclusion on the !ist is not at 
all certain at this point and, once again, elections before due date or a 
Cabinet reshuffle would instantly disqualify us. In case we can 't 
achieve this objective, Romania would be the only country engaged in 
preliminary negotiations with the EU to be left out, with incalculable 
consequences. 

So, here are some of the tasks this Govemment has to carry oul 
and the reasons why the head of state will continue to pledge his sup
port for the current executive team. In addition, this govemment has 
its merits too, but unfortunately they were scarcely popularized by the 
media: privatization has extended at a faster pace, and successes such 
as the selling of Petromidia Oii Refinery give us some clues on the ef
fects, which, put together, will soon lead to the much wanted resuit: e
conomic growth and the improvement of living conditions. I am con
fident that the policies of Ciorbea and Vasile govemments have 
brought forth massive restructuring, which did not enjoy enough me
dia appreciation, but, in a few years is sure to change Romania into an 
"owners' country". 

My initiative is meant to prevent the erosion of the rule of law by 
asking all participants to express their claims and discontent within 
the existing legal and constitutional framework. I will persuade the 
most outspo!:·:!! •Jpponents that there are things beyond negotiation 
that should form the grnunds for any politica! and social consensus: 
reform, restructuring and EU and NATO integration. In the decisive 
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context of negotiations with various international bodies, I will per
suade the business community not to join the contention movement 
and PDSR to stay in Parliament, within the democratic politica! game. 

In exchange, I will ask the Govemment to produce as soon as pos
sible a report on the current state of affairs, but also a clear outline of 
the strategy to overcome the present criticai situation and to instate 
sound development. The Governor of the National Bank of Romania 
is also invited to make similar predictions. I cxpress my hopes for a 
broad consensus on the economic reforrn among the main politica] ac
tors that will participate in the discussion at the beginning of next 
month. 

5 p.m. The meeting with the PDSR leadership. Far from being the 
first one, although their Ieaders claim that the President avoids the di
alog with the Opposition. As a matter of fact, I have participated in six 
such meetings, where PDSR has systematically requested that I im
pose measures contrary to the governing program and I have ex
plained, respectfully, that the Government was voted on the grounds 
of this program, not on the basis of their policies, whose benefits are 
well-known to Romanians. After leaving the discussion room they 
would make inflammatory statements before the press about the use
lessness of such a dialog. Had they asked for my intervention in a mat
ter of common concern at least once, I would havc gladly proceeded. 
When they came up with sound arguments - for example conceming 
the privatization strategy in certain sectors - I supported their opinion. 
I asked them to initiate laws, such as the Referendum Law, genuinely 
belicving that it's best to have the Opposition's ful I support for this 
law, so that it would not seem favorable to the current government. 
But I could not imposc PDSR govcming programs on thc coalition. 

Again we failed to agree on thc fundamentals. I askcd for their 
support to ensure politica) stability and to bc able to overcome the fi
nancial problems - largely created by their own government between 
1992 and 1996 and by the loans negotiated by their representatives -
and to negotiate the IMF agreements and refinance the foreign debt. 
Then I presented them with the project of wide debate on this issue. 
President Ion Iliescu requests that the meeting should rely on a Gov
emment and BNR report and I immediately agrce. Adrian Nastase tries 
to push matters further and demands general elections for the fall of 
1999 and even claims this announcement would make us more reli
able in the eyes of IMF, NATO and EU. I suppose he doesn't really 
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believe what he says. Ioan Mircea Pascu explains there are certain 
groups in the West interested in destabilizing Romania - an issue that 
Nastase will strongly reiterate in the weeks to come. We part after this 
disagreement, but at least we 've agreed on the roundtable project. 

Wednesday, 24 March 1999, Cotroceni 
11 a.m. I release a new statement asking Milosevic "to prove his 

good faith and choose to start negotiations before it's too late" con
tending that this is "to the best interest of the people of Serbia". I try 
to pacify the public opinion, now confused by the avalanche of criti
cism directed a&.ainst NATO, myself, the Government, the US - but 
not against Milosevic. This is a strange and unfair stand from some of 
my fellow Romanians who suffered under Ceausescu for a quarter of 
a century! Provided they are sincere. I conclude by saying "only a clear 
and resolute policy can win us the respect of the intemational commu
nity and completely suit Romania 's national interest, as long as NATO 
remains our only option for security." 

The blamed formula 
Romanian Athenaeum 

7 p.m. I promised I would attend the ceremony of awarding the 
Prize for Excellence. In the middle of the ccremony, a counsellor tells 
me NATO started to bomb Yugoslavia. I look to the box on the left and 
I see President Iliescu being notified as well. He gets up and leaves 
the hali. I know my team is at Cotroceni, we are ready for this, so I do 
not leave right away to a void creating a fee ling of panic. I ask General 
Degeratu to keep me informed and I remain at my seat, I applaud in 
the end, I shake hands - everything as i f through thick fog. 

9 p.m. Coming back to the office, I leam the first reactions on tel
evision: the violent reaction of Antena I, broadcasting from the Yu
goslav Embassy, then a live interview with the Yugoslav ambassador 
in their TV studio; on ProTV, Tinu and C.T. Popescu are raging. Ali 
give the impression that I bombed Belgrade. 

I cannot accept to go back on my initial statement. I realize this s
tatement will become a labei forme, but, considering Romania's ma
jor interests - NATO and EU integration - I thought we should make 
proof of our total loyalty at a moment when the US and the EU are 
faced with a difficult decis ion and need the unequivocal support of at 
least one leader in the region. In the end, all the states neighboring Yu-
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goslavia will rally to NATO and EU viewpoint, but whoever does that 
first, clearly and decidedly, will make a diffcrence. I took up an un
equivocal stand. 

Over the decades, I have been haunted by the idea that hesitation 
has been the curse affecting Iarge parts of our history. I don 't want to 
say that I quickly made a previously known decision. On the contrary, 
I have pondered a lot over this issue. I 've been heartbroken. I know 
most Romanians think we cannot do that to the Serbs. There is hope 
that anyone will understand Romani a 's hesitation, for we have been 
here with the Serbs throughout the centuries, for better or for worse. I 
spent many hours oscillating between one stand and the other. 

Faced with the prospect of choosing ... indecision, I remembered 
some of the many episodes of our history when we kcpt waiting to see 
what was going on, to put ourselvcs in the best position to the very 
last moment: the hesitation betwecn the Entente and the Triple Al
liance, in the First World War; between Germany and the Allies in the 
Second World War and so many other similar situations. This type of 
foreign policy, justified by the necessity to survive, has often borne 
fruit. You can get results, but you may Jose your honor. lf we look at 
the Poles for example, we may sce that honor and survival are not al
ways incompatible values. At least in the long term. It may well be 
that the tentative feeling of self-doubt among Romanians I ies in this 
very kind of historical hesitation. 

I a Iso asked myself the following question: can the Serbs a void 
the catastrophe induced by Milosevic just becausc Rornania keeps qui
et? What do they have to gain? But what about us, what do we stand 
to Jose? Can we afford to enter the third millcnnium with the curse of 
hesitation on our shoulders, or has the time come to first make a deci
sion in a serious situation and then to stand by it till the very end? 

Soon after Yugoslavia is first bombed, confidence in the President 
and, to a lesser extent, the pro-NATO and pro-EU options decreas dra
matically. After the end of thc conflict, the options in favor of NATO 
and EU recover. The 20% plunge of the President's popularity has n
ever been recovered. 

In domestic and foreign policy, and, usually, in life, the truly im
portant things have a price and someone has to pay that price, so I 
think the Romanians reacted fairly. They behaved quite rationally. 
They understood the national interest and reaffirmed their support for 
NATO and EU. They never forgave their president for the words nec-
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essary and legitimate, maybe because the media - ignoring the useful
ness and the reasons behind this approach meant to defend and pro
mote national interest - exclusively and obstinately focused on the ex
pression as such and on thc moment of statement, as ifthey had wished 
to imprint it on Romanians' minds and hearts and damn the one who 
made it. They succeeded. 

Help that will not he forgotten 
Thursday, 25 March 1999 

White House spokesman James Rubin says the US is pleased that 
Romanian president Emil Constantinescu issued a statement indicat
ing that, incase the peace negotiations fail, Romania deems a NATO 
intervention "necessary and legitimate" and reiterates the US adminis
tration 's concern for the security of countries in the region. 

President Clinton 's statement on NATO action refers to a regional 
leader, who approved NATO action and deemed it necessary and legitimate. 

The Voice of America broadcasts a US State Department commu
n ique, which says the Romanian president's statement on March 21 is 
proof of regional support for the peace process and the degree of iso
lation of Slobodan Milosevic 's regime. 

The converging statements of US leadership assure me that I did 
cxactly what they needed. It was the help they needed then, at that mo
ment, and they got it. 

Why is this important to the Romanian people? - someone might 
ask. It is, because the Americans never forget those who helped them. 
There have been few moments in their history when they needed help 
as they are, almost by definition, the ones that help others. The partic
ular cases in which, for a certain period of time, they need support, are 
rare, and those who provide them with that support, at that particular 
moment, are never forgotten. 

Friday, 26 March 1999 
During a visit to Baia Mare for an inauguration, Remus Opris calls 

me: Radu Vasile was rushed to the hospital probably because he suf
fered a heart attack. 

I immediately retum to Bucharest and, straight from the airport, I 
go to Elias Hospital. He is sedated but perfectly lucid. I fee! my prompt 
presence there does him good, I encourage him as much as I can, we 
even joke, but he has got the look of a scared child in his eyes. 
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Soturdo_r, 2 7 March 1999 
Endless phone talks with Diaconescu and Quintus - nobody 

knows when the Prime Minister will recover - on the issue of an 
interim solution. 

10 a.m. Meeting with the Economic Council, which includes many 
influential businesspersons. It is crucial to give up the idea of fiscal 
strike, which would bea catastrophe with respect to the liabilities of 
our foreign debt. I manage to convince them, mainly with the support 
of Marian Milut. They eventually state they do not agree with organ
izing anticipated elections or with appointing a technicians' Govern
ment which would destabilize the economic environment. Mihai 
Ionescu, the President of thc Romanian Association of Importers and 
Exporters, says that busincssmen do not agrce with the unions' initia
tive to start a general strike and Marian Milut. who is thc president of 
UGIR-1903 (The General Union of Romanian Engineers), highlights 
the risks of a signal of politica) instability and advocatcs solidarity, as 
the delay of the top payment of externai debt would have negative con
sequences and businessmen have to coherc in order to overpass the 
top payment of externai debt. 

2 p.m. Long and positive discussion with the representatives of the 
NGOs, present in a very large number. They appreciate the constant avail
ability for dialogue with the civil society, they - justly - accuse the lack 
of money and ask - justly again - that the bills should be drawn after 
consultations between the various ministers and the expcrts of the civil 
society. The general conclusion is that a parliamentary strikc, as well as 
the hypothesis of anticipated elections is groundless, and the idea of a 
parliamentary strike causes indignation among thcm: thc parliamentari
ans have not been electcd togo on strikcs but to cndorsc laws. 

7 p.m. Meeting with the leaders of the coalition partics. Therc arc 
present Ion Diaconescu, Gabriel Tcpelca (Thc National Democratic 
and Christian Party of the Peasants - NDCPP), Sergiu Cunescu, 
Alexandru Athanasiu (The Romanian Social-Democratic Party - R
SPD), Mircea Ionescu-Quintus, Valeriu Stoica (The National Liberal 
Party - NLP), Victor Babiuc, Bogdan Niculescu-Duvăz (The Democ
ratic Party - PD), Marko Bela, Attila Verestoy (The Democratic U
nion of Hungarians from Roman ia - DUHR). 

I briefly present the situation, the previous propositions and dis
cussions, then president Diaconescu is the first to take the floor: out
spoken as usual, he pleads for dialogue but he does not favour the idea 
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of anticipated elections or of a national coalition govemment. This is 
one of president Iliescu's favourite themes, which he reiterated in 
1992, and further on, as an actual means of eluding the results of the 
elections, and one can ask why he did not plead for such a govemment 
in January 1990, when FNS (the Front of National Salvation) had took 
hold of the govemment for itself. Anyway ... 

Minister Babiuc, concise, as usual, agrees with the idea of dia
logue and proposes that the close perspective of a round table gather
ing the majority, the opposition, the associations of employers and the 
unions, should be confirmcd. 

President Ionescu-Quintus says that NLP rejects all the versions 
for changing the current goveming formula. None is justified, neither 
the national coalition government, nor the one of the anticipated elec
tions. As for the technocrats' Government, which had became the fad 
of media, but which is now exploited by the big businessmen around 
Dan Voiculescu, in order to simply claim the power for themselves, 
despite any democratic rulc. NLP could not even consider bringing 
this hypothesis into discussion. 

The president of DUHR, Marko Bela, rejects as well the idea of 
anticipated elections, but he welcomes an analysis of the year under 
the Radu Vasile Govemment. 

Alexandru Athanasiu, the excellent minister of labour, competent
ly breaks into the conversation, asking the urgent endorsement in Par
liament of the laws demanded by the unions, especially those envisag
ing the organisation of courts specialized in labour contlicts. 

I also add that it is necessary that the Economic and Social Board, 
which reunites representatives of the Govemment, the associations of 
employers and unions, should not be considered as having a decorat
ing function by the Parliament; the ESB notifications do have to be 
taken into consideration when endorsing the laws. I will also send the 
presidents of the two Chambers a formal letter on the subject. 

Sunday, March 28, 1999 
Anca Toader initiates a pro-NATO talk show for Sunday - 7 times 

7, the only one that she has on TVR I - with M. Ionescu Quintus, V. 
Babiuc, an analyst in favour of NATO, probably Codita or Valentin 
Stan and with Zoe Petre. The next day, Hadji Culea personally an
nounces media that she was fired, claiming that she broke some inter
nai regulations, by appearing in the show herself. 
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Next week, ProTV starts to invite as wcll pro-NATO analysts 
- Valentin Stan, Cornel Codita, hoth of thcm bcing excellent. 
There is even a debate Liiccanu - C.T. Popescu. lt's hard to de
cide whether calm and rational argumcnts, cxquisitcly set forth by 
Liiceanu, can go beyond the vehement and demo! ishing pathos of 
his gloomy interlocutor. 

James Shea - quoted by alt tclevisions and ncwspapers - utters 
the unfortunate sentence about collateral victims. The opposition ob
sessively recurs with statements on all TV channels, thc ncwspapers 
Adevărul, Jurnalul Naţional (and Antena I), Curierul Naţional, 

Dimineaţa - not to mention România Mare - go on with irate attacks, 
the public radio company pretcnds to bc impartial, but slips in al) sorts 
of anti-American hints, and TVR is dull flat and broadcasts nothing 
but images from Belgrade. They complain thcy do not havc money to 
send a reporter in Macedonia, whcre thc amount of Albanian refugees 
is dramatically increasing; we are going to find a sponsorship, but thc 
results are going tobe tardy and insignificant. 

In Timisoara, demonstrations with target-pcople, like in Belgradc. 
In Bucharest, Vadim 's attempt to havc a pro-Yugoslavian dcmonstra
tion is a failurc. 

The debate in Parliament for a Declaration of principie mcant to 
support the NATO and EU position is not encouraging. Iliescu pro
claims that he is going to promotc in Parliamcnt bis own dcclaration 
regarding the Kossovo conflict, in casc the text which is about tobe 
endorscd by the two Chambers does not include thc idcas of thc main 
opposition party. Or RPSD (Thc Romanian Party of Social Democra
cy) considcrs that thc NATO intcrvcntion in Yugoslavia is a faultive 
act which aggravatcs and amplifics a conflict in Kossovo. RPSD ad
vocates the cessation of the NATO aggrcssion and dialoguc between 
thc partics involvcd. 

Monday. 29 March 1999 
11 a.m. I am announced that four civil aircraft JAT havc landcd at 

Baneasa. The permit has been givcn according to thc national and intcr
national regulations for civil air forces. During the chcck-up after land
ing, it was ascertained that thc pennission to acccss our airspacc granted 
by the Romanian authorities was completcly in accordancc with reality. 

Discussion with Basescu: thcy will be confined to thc ground un
til consultations with NATO are held. 
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Tuesday, 30 March 1999 
President Clinton mcntions in his speech the steps taken by Ro

mania in order to host those who wanted to escape the curse of living 
under Europe 's last dictator. 

Wednesday, 1 April 1999 
12 a.m. The joint press conference of the NATO General Secre

tary and of the Supreme Commander of NATO troops. Javier Solana 
declares: "As far as Romania is concemed, I have personally written a 
letter to President Constantinescu, in order to reassure him that we are 
going to cfficiently rcspond if Romania faces any problems ... " 

In order to prepare the meeting at Cotroceni, I request from Gover
nor Isarescu the NRB report, demanded by RPSD and I ask the govem
ment to seriously elaborate their own report. Every day my office re
minds those appointed to draw this up that the deadline is coming close, 
they respond slightly exasperated. Radu Vasile has decided that he is 
not going to bc unavailablc: I am convinced that he was whispered all 
sorts of gossips and plots and that he is under the impression that I am 
betraying him. Does he really think that I could leave Romania without 
a govemment in the current situation'! Anyway he has decided that he 
should be healthy, which docs not give me the peace of mind as far as 
the report of the Government is concerned. Evcn if, on the phone, Ion 
Iliescu seemed to understand that we had to postpone for a few days the 
Round Table, there are only a fcw days and I am afraid that for the Prime 
Minister this report is the last thing he has timc for. 

2 p.m. Petru Berteanu draws my attention to the fact that a cable 
telcvision suddenly starts broadcasting a Yugoslavian TV channel, ac
tually the official channel in Belgradc. Intcresting, as a propaganda 
show (almost exclusively military-nationalist clips buton Serbian mu
sic which can make one think of everything but the war). lntlaming 
for a country wherc the discussions about Yugoslavia are held with 
fists clenched. I urge Petre Berteanu to call the NAB (The National 
Audio-Visual Board), and I found from Moldovan, the President of 
the institution at the time, that they had approved the new channel grid 
of the cable company, including the Yugoslavian TV channel. 

9 p.m. On TV, Sorin Roşca Stănescu and Ion Cristoiu are debating 
the crisis. Sorin Roşca Stănescu says that the intervention was necessary, 
because the Serbians werc chasing away, killing and raping the Albani
ans. Cristoiu replies: how can you possibly know, have you been there? 
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After that he makes a demonstration of independent joumalism, report
ing his visit to Belgrade as a guest of the Propaganda Minister from there. 
It is terrible the passion which some people living in a democracy devel
op for dictatorship. I almost believe that Cristoiu would Iove a Propagan
da Minister in Bucharest. If he were the leader, so much the better. 

Friday, 3 April 1999 
· Zoe Petre, puzzled, tells me that during a phone conversation with 

Quintus, which I had asked her to make in order to get a confirmation, 
he reproached her that she was "supporting" Anca Toader: the condi
tion negotiated by NLP for accepting Hadji Culea was a "modest" one: 
Alina Mungiu and Anca Toader should be fired from TVR. "How can 
I look Vadim in the eyes now?" asks the vcnerable. 

Monday, 5 April 1999 
12 a.m. I receive at Cotroceni, the Ambassador Sergio Balansi

no (NATO General Secretary Deputy). I briefly reassert Roman ia 's 
determined and unconditional support for NATO. The Parliament 
has passed a balanced declarat ion of support for the NATO efforts 
to support out national interests. I highlight the importance of somc 
direct communication lines with NATO as well as that of some ex
perts in air traffic management around Timisoara. We also need fi
nancial aid regarding the problems of the refugces. Balansino pres
ents extremely favorable appreciations for Romani a 's position. He 
brings into discussion the issuc of transit for the Russian "private" 
aid convoys. 

Tuesday, 6 April 1999 
1.30 p.m. I receivc Strobc Talboll, the USA State Secretary 

Deputy. The same warm appreciation, thc USA and President Clinton 
personally are impressed, etc. etc. I reply that wc tried to behave likc 
an actual member of NATO, I suggest that I am informed not all thc 
rightful members behaved like this and I highlight the importance of 
the states with solid military tradition, like Poland and Romania. He is 
concerned about the attitude of the opposition, I am trying to render it 
less grave and to nuance but I am noi very successful. 

7.30 p.m. Meeting at the Vil la "Lac I", in view of the last prepa
rations for the Round Table. I find that the Government Report is a 
stale and incomplete sketch of incoherent data. 
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11.30 p.m. I come back to Cotroceni in order to discuss with the 
counsellors. The idea of a social pact does not seem realistic, but the 
perspective of a general strike does not seem so threatening either. I 
have taken the puise of the participants of the tomorrow meeting, most 
of them are concemed - just like myself - about the fact that the laws 
for the restoring of property seem to have reached a dead end in Par
liament. Eterna) mediations, eterna) obstructions - not only from 
RPSD and RMP (România Mare Party), whose deep hostility against 
anything that could make up for the immense injustice of the nation
alisation is very familiar to me; but so does PD, whose opinion leader 
is Triţă Faniţa, the Romcereal tycoon - they make the debates for the 
law to be postponed unacceptably. Or, the whole thing is about the 
fundamental commitment the Romanian Democratic Convention 
(COR) made and about a decisive action in order to settle account 
with the past. I wonder whether we could not lead the discussion to
wards a commitment of all the politica) forces in order to hasten the 
endorsement of the laws that consolidate the private property. So I 
should formulate my intervention consequently and I make the draft 
of a declaration. 

1.30 a.m. Desperately I demand the immediate reformulating of 
the text under Răsvan Popescu's coordination. I know him well, he 
was my student, and after 1990 he has become a good journalist. Now 
he is a State Secretary for public information and the Government 
spokesman, therefore I can hope that he would draw not only a coher
ent report but also to well formulate somc ideas. 

I go down to Union Hal) to personally check the location of the 
gucsts' seats. I know them all well. I know their huge egos. In the of
ficial columns, on planes, at the commemoration cercmonies, the or
der is what they are most concerned about. A misplaced chair can ruin 
everything. I charged Sandra Pralong with the organisation, as she 
came a few days ago from New York as a personal counsellor, sup
ported by USAID. She is experienced in PR, so she has thrown her
self into preparations for the Round Table with the energy of one that 
wants to show what she knows and what she can. She knows some, 
but there are some others she knows less. Her aesthetic vision about 
the seats distribution in the Union Hali for the meeting would have re
sulted in a war atmosphere: on one side, the Government, the coali
tion parties and the representatives of the civil society; opposite, like 
in a duel, the opposition and the unions. She had already moved t~e 
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tables around for about three times. Now it is late and the administra
tion employees have left for a long time, so for the fourth time we are 
moving the tables together - Sandra, Zoe, the adjutants and myself. 

The Round Table 
Wednesday, 7 April. The Basarab.\' Hali 

11.30 a.m. Before the beginning of the Round Table I make as
tatement in front of the journalists, that this de bate involving all the 
politica! forces, the business media, unions and civil society is a nov
elty in Romania, the purpose of the dialogue bcing to find out somc 
ways of doing away with the tension induced by the current crisis sit
uation. I am aware that the chronic discontent of the population comes 
from the absence of a real dialogue betwecn the poli tical forces. The 
number of those who have lost their confidence in thc ability of the 
politicians to prevent a major crisis is, unfortunately, very large and 
the current difficult situation Romania is in is doubled by the vicinity 
with some politica) and military troubled areas. It would be exaggerat
ed to believe that this dialogue will lead us to a consensus but we have 
to agree on our disagreement points for their further settlement. In the 
end I lay a strong emphasis on the nccessity of a poiscd and feasible 
solution of thc real estate problem and on my expectations that the de
bate is going to make headway with this major problem. 

12.00 a.m. When I go through the library into the big marble hali, 
the Union Hali - which can accommodatc up to 400 pcople - I am re
ally impressed by the number and quality of the participants. The RNB 
report, presented by Mugur lsarcscu is vcry rcliable and persuasive, 
most of the interventions - rcmarkablc. Logica I and concise, my old 
fricnd for bad weather, Marian Mi lut, spcaks on bchalf of ESC, where 
he represcnts thc association of employcrs. Thc intcrvention that prac
tically changed the course of thc debatc was that of academician Con
stantin Ionete, a distinguished economist, who develops such rigorous 
and eloquent arguments in favour of the laws for real estate restitution 
and acceleration of privatisation, that even Vadim who was raving and 
storming against the landed gentry, thc bourgeoisie, finds himself 
singing a hymn to the private property. 

I have the premonition that the dcbates could not only end well 
but bring about an unexpected progress. Iliescu demands that an inde
pendent commission of the Romanian Academy should study the ef
fects of the restitution, hoping probably that this commission will 
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rcach thc conclusion that these will causc somc kind of catastrophe. 
As I know he feels great consideration for academician Tudorei Pos
tolache, I support Petre Roman 's proposal and we decide that under 
his coordination, a commission of the Academy should analyze these 
problems and that we should meet again in order to discuss the con
clusions. 

The Round Table, that - according to some - should have put 
down the Govemment and, if possible, the President as well, is con
cluded supporting, in fact, the theme I have fonnulated in the begin
ning of the de bate. I reiterate it more clearly in my closing speech: the 
legislative and executive priority is the consolidation of the private 
property. 

6.30 p.m. After I shake hands with the participants, I remain try
ing to convince the joumalists - most of them had been in the Un ion 
Hali - that it was not a mere festivity, but we actually managed to de
fuse two crisis situations, the one announced by the opposition and the 
unions and the time and confidence crisis, causcd by the big delay in 
the progress of the ownership law. 

Friday. 9 April 1999 (Good Friday) 
8 p.m. I have dcmanded a phone conversation with Javier Solana. 

This is thc transcription of the most important part, where aftcr a few 
formal phrases, I say the following: What I mean to teii you is rather 
of humane than politica! or military importance but I believe the cri
sis grows severe and that its settlement depends more and more on 
the individual and collectivc psychology. As a Spaniard you can better 
understand these things. 

As you know I was present on the TV and radio in Romania in or
der to declare that the NATO intervention is equally necessary and le
gitimate. A week later, after the bombing had started I reiterated our 
unconditional support for the NATO action in Yugoslavia. Neverthe
less, I must notice that while the attacks go on, the public opinion in 
Romania and in the Orthodox Balkan countries develop an attitude 
that can become more dangerous on short term, but particularly on 
medium and long term. Before it is too late there is necessary a ges
ture. Such a gesture, with a huge impact, could be announcing a pause 
in the NATO air attacks in Yugoslavia on Easter Saturday and Sunday. 
For the Orthodox, the Lord's resurrection is celebrated the night be
tween Saturday and Sunday. It is the most important moment of the 

169 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTANTINESCU 

year. Pious or not, almost everybody goes to church and out in thc 
streets with torches and candles. 

Javier Solana: When do people go to church? 
E.C.: Ali night long. 
Javier Solana: What time does the service start? 
E.C.: It starts in the evening. Around seven o'clock. And on Sun

day people celebrate all day long, it is a holiday. It is very important. I 
insist. Under the communism, this used to be thc most important fonn 
of solidarity against tyranny, and it would be terrible to sec it now turn
ing into solidarity of all these people against the democratic countrics 
members of NATO. 

Javier Solana: So, Saturday night is very important. 
E.C.: Yes, and Sunday as well. I urge you to usc all your prestigc 

and influence in order to persuadc all those who decide the schedulc 
of the air raids, to stop them. 

Javier Solana: 1'11 do whatever I can. I will takc into account what 
you told me and all the arguments you have given to me. I might call 
you again tomorrow to give you an answer. 

The same day, in a convcrsation with Madeleine Albright, Plcsu 
supports the same point of view. 

Saturda_r, April I O, I 99<J 
During the briefing of the NATO spokesman, Jamie Shea, broad

cast livc on CNN and Euronews, and then broadcast again all day 
long, a western journal ist asks him a question: "Jamie, I have read a 
picce of ncws, about General Sccrctary Solana 's promise to Roma
ni a 's President, to stop any NATO act ion during the Orthodox Easter 
festivities. What do you know about this'!" Jamic Shca 's diplomatic 
answer: "lt is true that the General Secrctary talkcd to President Con
stantinescu yesterday ... The General Secretary pays attention to all thc 
suggestions or propositions forwarded by the leaders of the partner 
countries ... I would like to say that wc are cxtremely grateful for the 
help and solidarity constantly shown by Romania during this crisis." 

I can still hear Sol ana 's questions: "What's the interval when peo
ple go to church?", "What time does the service start?". He didn 't 
promise anything, but he insisted to find out exactly when the Satur
day evening and the Sunday morning services start and when they end. 
There were no raids during this interval. 
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There was no announcement of canceling the bombing, consider
ing that the Alliance would appear weak, but there was found a com
promise solution and, invoking the bad weather, the bombing took 
place with a lower frequency. The bombing takes place also during the 
Catholic and Protestant Easter. 

Of course, there is one thing to bomb and something completely 
different tobe bombed. But if you really believe in God, in the life af
ter death, things may be just the other way round. 

Sunday, 11 April 1999 
Back to Washington, Strobe Talbot declares: "The courage of the 

states in the first line, whose solidarity with NATO involves extraordi
nary risks and costs, is impressive; they act like this because they trust 
in the Alliance.' 

Romania's availability to offer humanitarian aid to the F.R. of Yu
goslavia, so quickly expressed, is promptly remarked and appreciated. 
It becomes obvious for the Serbians as well that solidarity with the Al
liance is also oriented against dictatorship and not against the people 
brought on the edge of the abyss by Mi losevic 's desperate attempt to 
keep the power at any cost. It's useless. Ali the important newspapers, 
cxccpt for 'Evenimentul Zilei' and 'Ziu' have a hostile attitudc. 'Ade
varul' is violcntly against NATO, TVR (the national tclevision) is hes
itating in presenting the news, the vehement reactions of RPSD are 
everywhere, the coalition parliamentarians seem to be speechless. 

Wednesday. 14 April 1999 
7 p.m. I receive Hubert Vedrine, thc French Foreign Affairs Min

ister. He reassures me of President Chirac·s support, as always. In 
France, the President, a rightist, has to lead the country with a social
ist govemment, but there are no dissensions in thc foreign affairs. 

8.30 p.m. Dorin Marian informs me that he met the USA ambas
sador, James Rosapeppe and Carolyne Johnson (Mission Deputy), at 
their request. They let him know that wc are going to be requested air 
access for the NATO aircraft and a location for America's Voice, in 
order to broadcast, from Romania in the Serbian language. 

10.30 p.m. Villa "Lac 2". I invited severa! politica) analysts in or
der to discuss the risk of occurrence of the axis Russia - Belarus - Yu
goslavia. I realize that all of them share my concern, even if the idea 
launched by the Belgrade Parliament seems to be a desperate attempt 
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with no perspectives. They have not forgottcn cithcr Lukashenko 's s
tatements and if not only the Duma but President Eltsin as well would 
take this seriously, the risks for Roman ia 's security would bc consid
erable. We discuss whether Romania will be pushcd towards thc Slav 
axis. Their conclusion is that, by unambiguously supporting the NA
TO actions, I have managed to actually block this dircction: right now, 
NATO cannot ignore Romania. 

Thursday, 15 April 1999 
5 p.m. The President of the United Statcs addrcsscs himself to thc 

American people and to the whole world with a rnessage rcgarding thc 
situation in the Balkans. The speech is cntircly broadcast by CNN all 
over the world, and replayed over the next 24 hours. From his intcr
vention: 'Who is going to define thc futurc of this part of the world? 
Who is going to stand out as a model so that all thc pcople frced from 
communism might handle thcir legitimate problcms? Slobodan 
Milosevic, with his propaganda machine and the para-military troops 
who urges people to leave their country, history and land, or a country 
like Romania, which has built up dcmocracy obscrving the rights of 
thc other ethnic minorities?' 

Frida_r. I 6 April I 999 
7 p.m. I addrcss a TV live message to the nation: I fccl that peo

ple are really worried and frightcned. lt is not casy to sec cvery night 
imagcs of thc bombing in Serbia and to bc assaultcd in your own home 
by tcrrible inforrnation and comments. Thc war is vcry closc to us and 
the risks are vcry high. Stoyanov callcd rnc in dcspair whcn an Ameri
can missilc was droppcd, by mistake, on a block in Sofia. Fortunatcly, 
the block was deserted, so there wcre no victims. What if there werc 
any? Evcry night I pray so that the samc would not happcn to us. 

I try to teii the people that, as far as Romania is conccrncd, thcrc 
will be peace and safety. That the sovcrcignty, intcgrity and unity of 
the Romanian state will not be a matter of discussion. That our option 
for NATO had in view the security of these objcctivcs. That there is 
nota middle way. That I don 't think that thcrc is any clcar-rnindcd Ro
mani an to prefer Belarus to an alliancc with thc Occident, that thcrc is 
essential that Romania be united in mattcrs of externai policy and al
so, as much as possible, in those conceming the internai affairs. And 
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that, during the Round Table at Cotroceni we were able to show this. I 
dwell more on the daily problems and I am thankful for the under
standi..ng of the difficulties. 

Saturday, 17 April 1999 
3 p.m. I convenea meeting with the Minister of Defense, Victor 

Babiuc, and the Chief of the General Staff of the Army, general 
Degeratu, to analyze NATO's request to unrestricted access to Roma
nia 's airspace. Victor Babiuc agrees, he even proposes that we make 
an offer for the location of a NATO military basis in Romania. In ex
change, we will be asking for explicit security guarantees from NATO 
and the inclusion in an eventual plan of economic aid. 

Sunday, 18 April 1999 
Phone call from President Clinton to discuss Jacques Chirac's pro

posal to convene a special mecting NATO - neighbouring states of 
Federative Republic of Yugoslavia in vicw of a program of develop
ment for south-eastem Europe, when the conflict in Yugoslavia is over. 
This summit could bc held in Washington at the end of the week fol
lowing NATO's anniversary. As he had previously promised Chirac 
dcclared that a mceting of the hcads of states from the seven neigh
houring countries of Yugoslavia - Albania, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
thc Former Yugoslavia Republic of Macedonia, Romania and Slove
nia - was necessary in order to study the security matters which this 
conflict poses and the necessary means to respond. 

l state our full support for this reunion. He requests of me to think 
up some proposal in view of the meeting and assures me that they will 
he carefully considcrcd. 

At once l give dispositions to my counse'llors to do so and also ask 
Andrei Plepu to do the same. 

Tuesday, 20 April 1999 
9.00 a.m. Meeting with the coalition leaders regarding the unre

stricted access for NATO airplanes. 
I unreservedly support this decision. In their turn, Diaconescu, Ro

man, Quintus, Cunescu, Alexandru Ionescu from FER, Varujan Pam
buccian from the minorities' group from the Chamber, they all declare 
themselves in favour of the unrestricted access. Marco Bela observes 
that our decision is going to bring the conflict to a quicker conclusion 
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(shorten the conflict). Only Otto Weber (PER) is bcing ambiguous and 
utters one of his characteristic phrases: we arc against the Milosevic 
regime, but with the Yugoslavian people. Lately he has let himself be 
seduced quite often by the sirens voices coming from PRM. Once more 
I see that my statements have cncouraged them and that, beyond the 
circumstantial conflicts, we stand united in point of essential matters. 

10.30 a.m. Meeting with opposition lcadcrs: Ion Iliescu states 
plainly that he disagrees on the unrestricted access, that the former de
cision of the Parliament has to be maintained. He says that we have a 
treaty with Yugoslavia which prevents us from acccpting NATO's re
quest. That there are no reasons for an air attack and especially that 
the NATO action is pointlcss and without any justification. And that it 
is regrettable that for ten years NATO and UE have not givcn any aid 
to the countries in this area and now they are talking about a post-con
flict reconstruction. Valeriu Tabăra alsa adds that PUNR does not ap
prove of this and that thcrc is no UNO mandate for NATO forces. 
Meleşcanu joins them, and he cven proposes a discussion with Yu
goslavia. PNL, represented by Viorel Cataramă, and UFD, whose 
spokesman is Varujan Vosganian, declare, on thc contrary, that they 
are going to vate for the unrcstrictcd acccss. 

12 a.m. The meeting of thc National Supreme Security Council. I 
have a Iso invited President Iliescu as a formcr hcad of thc state. Tobe
gin with, we have a private discussion and I teii him that he should 
think in the long run. PDSR is a major party, it could bc back in pow
er and it is necessary that the option for NATO should appear as na
tional and not as one-sided. If PDSR keeps opposing NATO, thc risks 
may run high. My proposal is that, although they may attack me as 
much as they want, they should not veto NATO in the Parliament. In 
case they wouldn 't vate for thc unrestricted access, at !cast they should 
abstain. His answer is that he will take it into considcration. 

I add that, as a matter of fact, the unrestricted access to our air
space is much more beneficiai and safer than a restricted one. In the 
case of the unrestricted access, NATO has a well defined flight corri
dor, from which it cannot stray, but which alsa extends the umbrclla 
of security over the rest of 80% of our airspacc unaffected by NATO 
flights, because NATO will actually take over the responsibility for 
the safety of the Romanian airspace. Moreover, if the Romanian air-
174 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



l:li!ctl.'J Io dl!Cidc 
- --·------- ---

space is considered safe for NATO and UE, all planes which can no 
longcr fly over Yugoslavia will be paying taxes to the Romanian au
thorities and it is, by no means, a small sum of money. On the con
trary, if we restrict NATO access, they will still fly over if necessary, 
under one pretext or another. On top ofit, in order to protect them
selves, they will declare our airspace insecure and then no commercial 
flights, not even Tarom will be going this way. I make it specific that I 
leave it up to him to use these arguments to persuade his reluctant par
ty colleagues, but if the vote in the Parii ament, which is crucial for the 
long-term status of Romania, goes wrong, I will make use ofthem my
self in a public discourse addressed to all Romanian citizens. 

At the National Supreme Security Council we decide to grant an 
"operational access" to NATO planes, to and from Yugoslavia, the 
right to refuel during the flight, and to be escorted by flight patrols 
able to fire back in case of any attacks. 

Wednesday, 21 April 1999 
Dorin Marian presents to the joint Defense Committees of the two 

Chambers the letter which requests the Parliament the approval of op
crational access for NATO airplanes into the Romanian airspacc. The 
Committces grant it by a rcasonable margin despite the opposition 
protests. 

Tuesday, 22 April 1999 
On the way to New York, for the NATO summit - the Euro-At

lantic Partnership Council. On the plane I work on my speech, I read 
the file but my thoughts are running away to the debates concerning 
the approval of unrestricted access to our airspace, which are taking 
place on my request and especially to the outcome of the vote in Par
liament. The STS officers have fit a satellite station on the rear part of 
thc plane therefore I can establish a permanent contact with those left 
back in the country. During our flight over the Atlantic I get the re
sults of the voting: 225 in favour, 21 against and 99 abstentions. 

When I get to the hotel room I find the extracts from the minutes 
of the debates of the joint session of the Chamber of Deputies and of 
the Senate; the customary virulent attacks against myself and NATO 
from PRM. With PDSR, things went as agreed upon with president 
Iliescu. The position of the party was presented by Ioan Mircea Pascu, 
former secretary of state in the Ministry of National Defense in the 
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Vacaroiu Administration. He attacks everyonc; he warns the states 
members of NATO that the military intervention has deepened the cri
sis, that the situation is getting worse and shows no signs of ameliora
tion, he disavows the forcible steps takcn, warns the people that an ac
ceptance of the unrestricted access into our airspace could get us in
volved in a hostile relationship with our own neighbors; he criticizes 
the Govemment for its way of handling the crisis, reminds the MPs of 
the opinion of the voters, which are against our intervention and shows 
that the best solution would be the maintaining of the previous deci
sion. He eventually announces that the PDSR MPs will abstain from 
voting the approval of unrestricted access in our airspace. 

Sunday, April 25 I 999 
The NATO summit, in Washington DC starts, in fact with a dis

cussion between NATO's and Yugoslavia 's neighboring countries. 
Clinton opens the summit by speaking of confercncc for rcconstruc
tion, which is to be held in Bonn and that would launch a development 
plan for the entire region. Then, in an alphabctical order, speak the 
president of Albania, requests that NATO should remain in Kossovo 
as long as possible, the president of Macedonia considers that the 
above-mentioned plan should be based on thc rcturn of thc refugees, 
the president of Bulgaria strcsses out the dirc economic consequences 
of the conflict for the countries in the arca. 

Within the few minutes at rny disposal, I show that when devising 
post-conflict strategies we need to bc kecping in rnind threc aspects: 
the poli tical, thc military and the economic. I cmphasize that Serbia 's 
integrity must be respected, that NATO's integration of Romania, Bul
garia and Slovenia will hring a long-tcrm solution to thc security issuc 
and that a plan for economic rcconstruction is indispensable. Each as
pect - security, economy and democracy - ought to be the subject of a 
workshop that would discuss the reconstruction plan for the arca, that 
is to involvc all the countries in the region. An active reconstruction 
partnership is necessary, which should inherit from thc tradition of the 
Marshall plan the principie of the '"right to the first refusal", meaning 
the right to buy materials and use the workforce, including the highest 
qualified workforce; the cconomy of the UE should be rcsorted to on
ly when the area offers no possibilities. I also proposc the cstablish
ing, in the US, of a guarantee fund for the investments in the South
East of our continent. 
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The Slovenian president emphasizes the fact that the establish
ment of a democratic regime in Yugoslavia is an essential condition 
for the success of any sta bi lity plan; that Kossovo 's independence is 
not a solution and that, for the time being, there should exist some 
fonn of intemational protection in the area. President Demirel shows 
that the countries in the area have made significant progress in the di
rection of freedom and of the establishment of democratic institutions 
and accentuates the efforts made by Romania, as the incumbent Presi
dent of the South-East European Cooperation Process, SEECP. 

President Chirac brings out the need of the countries in the area to 
receive from· NATO a guarantee of the fact that their security repre
sents an essential objective for the Alliance. Prime Minister Blair puts 
things the most clearly: we are indebted to the countries in the first 
I ine, he says. We shall pay this debt, not only from the point of view 
of security, but also from the economic perspective. 

12 a.m. The Council of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership. Romania 
has been appointed President of the Council. 

Solana opens the confcrence and I am given the tloor. I present a 
few of our ideas on the relationship PFP-NATO and on Romania's as
pirations. Clinton goes on to talk about the continuation of the cooper
at ion with Russia and Ukraine and declarcs "we will continue the 
NATO cnlargemcnt" 

Tuesday, 4 May 1999 
1 O a.m. Reception of Tony Blair at Cotroceni. After the ceremony 

wc enter together in the Museum and, when asked about the president 
of the Chamber of Deputies, I brietly inform him of the biography of 
tbe PNCTD president. lmpressed, he changes the opening address to 
his speech in Parliament, by bringing homage to the sufferings of those 
held in the Communist prisons. 

Our discussion is particularly friendly. He is a wann man, tlexible 
and foii of life. lt is easy to see why he is Clinton's personal friend, 
being so much alike and belonging to the same generation. He reiter
ates Great Britain 's foii support towards Roman ia 's integration in NA
TO and in the EU structures, which is indeed a great victory. Even 
more significantly, he is going to make this statement in front of Par
liament, as he was asked to in Washington. 

In Parliament, the opposition deputies and senators are wearing 
targets on their chests, like in Belgrade. He does not pretend to ignore 
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them, makes a joke and praises Romani a ·s frecdom and democracy. 
comparing them to England's. ln fact it is nota joke. Who would have 
imagined a similar scene in the disciplined, morgue-like Communist 
Great National Assembly? 

He pointd out the importance and righteousness of the decision of 
the Bucharest Parliament to grant NATO's request for unlimited ac
cess in the Romanian airspace, despite this being such a difficult 
choice to make, and which involved sacrifices. 

"If this conflict has any importance to my country, then Jet me teii 
you in all humility, that Romania is even more deeply involved in it. 
There is instability on our continent, but also in your direct neighbor
hood. We are deeply touched by thc conflict. but it is your future that 
is being threatened by it, Blair said. 

He claims to have been imprcssed by the "strong support" to the 
NATO military action in Kossovo. cxprcsscd by the prcsidents of the 
first-line countries, present at the Summit of the Alliance held in Wash
ington. "Roman ia 's support was that of an exemplary partner and of a 
future ally and I know that this support involved a difficult option and 
great sacrifice" - Tony Blair added. In a powerful, suggestive phrase, 
he promised the assistance of Great Britain in view of a fast integra
tion in NATO andin view of thc beginning of the ncgotiations of intc
gration in the European Union. 

Wednesday. 5 May /999 
4 p.m. Meeting of the National Supreme Sccurity Council 

(NSSC). They present the application details of thc Roman ia-NATO 
Agreement on the unrestricted usc of Romani a 's airspace. We discuss 
the supplementing of the budget of thc Ministry of National Defense. 

Considering thc effects of the campaign against the NATO intervention 
in Yugoslavia I am tempted to discrctly probe the moral of the Roman ian 
soldiers who watch TV, listen to thc radio. read the newspapers and who. 
after all, do have friends and familics. These past fcw months I have had 
permanently by my side general Degeratu. chief of the General Staff, as 
well as the Cotroceni military counsellor, general Adam Badea, secretary of 
the NSSC, and colonel Boris Popescu, counsellor on defense matters, but I 
do need a direct and open discussion with more commanders. 

I notice no hesitation on the part of the military corps, but I stil I 
need to check if the politica I demagogy of the opposition parties, dou
bled by the aggressive anti-NATO discourse of certain television chan-
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nels and central newspapers have not triggered some doubts regarding 
the righteousness of our decisions so far. 

I summon all the commanders of the armed forces categories, as 
well as the commanders of the three armies to take part in the NSSC 
meeting. We discuss the steps that are to be taken in the following 
months, the needs of the army and the supplementary costs required 
for the support of the military effort. 

I watch each speaker closely. The civilian ministers have been firm 
and determined during this difficult period, but I find the militaries to be 
cven stauncher: Romania 's position is the right one, we belong with the 
North-Atlantic Alliance; real partners stand side by side for better or for 
worse. One after the other, severe-looking in their uniforms, speaking con
cisely, not necessarily in an elaborated fashion, but decently, they seem 
unbreakable. I came here from an academic world, unaccustomed with 
the military style, and which does not appreciate army rigor, to put it eu
phemistically. In December 1996 l automatically assumed the role of 
commander of the army. I leamt to understand its members beyond the 
almost ritual fomrnlas which, from an early age, they are taught to limit 
themselves to. But I particularly leamt to respect them for their precision 
and loyalty, which is not, as it is too often the case among the civilians, 
facultative and incomplete. Here loyalty is closely connected to the idea 
of military honor, a notion which, for them, or at least for the best ofthem 
- and they are not few - is an imperative assumed once and for alt. 

- Tfiis is one of the rare meetings where the main issue is no longer 
represented by the many needs of the military corps, but by their de
sire to make sure that Romania pulls it through from a conflict so close 
to its borders. It is hardships that got us united. 

Friday, 7 May - Sunday, 9 May 1999 
The vi sit of Pope John Paul II in Romani a. It is the first vi sit in 

history made by a Pope in an Orthodox country. 
On this occasion I invited to Bucharest the representatives of civil 

society in the South-Eastem countries: Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Croatia. 
On Saturday I clear an hour in my schedule to have lunch with them. 
They are extremely friendly; they thank me, both Catholics and Or
thodox, for the opportunity I gave them, of seeing His Sanctity. We 
share experiences from our political combat; I notice the radicalism of 
the Serbs and Croatians. 
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Uednesday, 26 May I 999 
3.30 p.m. Phone conversation with Zoran Djindjici, whom I in

vite to Bucharest. Hjs visit due on Scptembcr 8th 1999 will prepare 
the ground for our future collaboration. 

Tuesday, 12 June 1999 
1.30 p.m. I wclcomc Madeleine Albright, who is 011 an official 

visit to Bucharest. During our discussions at thc Cotroceni Palace, both 
with the dclegation and in private, she mentions the fact that the US 
arc awarc of thc economic impact of the conflict and that the Congress 
has voted a first installmcnt of 1.4 million dollars, that will be added 
to that promiscd bcforc. She also adds that the US support Roman ia 's 
candida ture for the prcsidency of thc OSCE. I rcply by bringing up the 
need for examples: the necd for a positivc cxamplc (Romania might 
become unstable, a new version of Bosnia, if wc do not come with the 
suitable politica] solutions; the nccd for a stimulating cxample - Mon
tcnegro must bc immediately hclpcd.) Romania could offcr consider
able help to the democratic forces in Yugoslavia. Similarly, I claim 
that the Romanian companies ought to be supported to takc part in the 
reconstruction of Yugoslavia, togethcr with companies from Bulgaria, 
Hungary and even Serbia and I also raise the vital issue for us, of the 
free navigation on the Danube, vital for us. 

S1111Jay, 27 June 1999 
General Degeratu calls mc în Iasi; there has bccn an incident relat

cd to thc transit of thc Russian aircratls to Pristina. As agreed, on Sun
day morning, when the Chief of thc General Staff rcccived from 
EUROCONTROL thc three notifications rcgarding the rcquest that thc 
thrce Russian planes could enter thc Romanian airspacc starting with 
06.43, we give our pennission, on condition that thc plancs should tran
sit the Romanian territory at four-hour intervals, in compliancc with pre
vious agrccmcnts with Russia and NATO. This interval was necessary 
for the planes not to be considcred as pan of a fonnation, case in which 
a special validation by the Parliament would have been necessary. 

The first aircraft entered the Romanian airspace at 09.43 and exited 
it at I 0.27. Shortly after the entrancc in thc airspace, the General Staff 
of Military Air Forccs and Anti-aircraft Dcfcnse was informed that the 
sccond aircraft had already taken off and would reach the frontier around 
11.15. I validate the GSMA proposal and inform the Ministry of Na-
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tional Defense of this situation, so that the Russian authorities should be 
asked to observe the schedule agreed upon, failing which the aircraft 
would be considered to be in breech of Romanian flight policy. 

Despite all wamings and despite the efforts of the Romanian Min
istry of Defense, thc second aircraft entered the Romanian airspace at 
11.16, 92 minutes after the first. As a resuit, with my accord, the Russ
ian plane was declared to be in breech of our flight policy and the chief 
of the Roman ian General Staff of Military Air Force ordered that it be 
intercepted and given the challenge. Since the aircraft was a trans
portation vehicle, it was not considered to bc an imminent danger for 
the national tcrritory, but was nonethelcss cscorted by MIG-21 and 
MIF-29 plancs originating in thc airbases Mihail Kogalniceanu, De
veselu and Timisoara. At the same time, the anti-aircraft units were 
alerted, in order to prcvent any further descent. Thc Russian aircraft 
evcntually exited the Romanian airspace heading for Yugoslavia. 

I inspcct the Center of airspace obscrvation near Balotesti. This 
centcr is part of a joint Romanian-American program (ASOC), whose 
objective îs the replacemcnt of our archaic system of air traffic con
trol, with another onc based on thc sophisticated American FPS-117 
radar-systems. 

While we are going down severa! floors în a concrete bunker, I re
mcmber my first inspcction în a similar center în Timisoara, back in 
1997. Wc had entered a building that lookcd cxactly like a block of 
flats and wherc, in a largc hali, behind a semi-transparent screen, sev
era! pcrsons were manually tracing the routcs of the various planes 
that wcre flying over Romania. Flight lanes, civil or military airplanes, 
commercial or for special purposes. With an amazing dexterity, the 
opcrators behind the screen were writing backwards, so that we could 
read the correct coordinates of all thosc planes, coordinates which 
were updated every five minutes. lt felt like living in a movie about 
the British pilots, back in World War Two. 

I remember asking how long it took for an aircraft in breech of our 
flight policy to be identified and intercepted. I was answered that, if it 
were coming from west to east, it would he able to get as far as the 
Oriental Carpathians. Which meant in fact crossing the entire Transyl
vania. Almost instinctively, any enemy aircraft was expected to come 
only from the West. Which means that the legacy of the Ceausescus, 
brothers in arms and brethren in ideas concerning "the war of the en
tire people" is still very much present in their minds. 
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The local commander tells mc that thc new ASOC program will s
tart soon. 

Here, in Balotesti, our equipment meets the western standards: 
computers, digital maps of Romania, tlight lanes, dots gliding silently 
on the map. The militaries are satisfied with the new machines. The 
management of the airspace, an essential criterion for our integration 
in NATO, is on the right track . 

• I inquire about any problems that might exist and I fee) the shad
ow of a hesitation in the voice of the chief of the Air forces. I am in
formed that the components of the machi ne for the idcntification of 
the airplanes transiting the Romanian airspacc have becn held back at 
the customs for quite some time, due to the scarcity of the funds nec
essary for the payment of custom taxes. I glance at General Degeratu. 
He tells me that the Government Decision of exempt ion from taxes 
was sent on, but that it had somehow been lost at thc Ministry of Fi
nances. I call Minister Remes from my car and the problem is solved. 

Friday, 2 July 1999 
I attend the Salzburg Economic Forum. The Russian Prime Minis

ter, Serghei Stepashin, a participant as wcll, solicits a meeting and, 
surprisingly enough, apologizes to thc Romanian authorities for the 
incident on June 27th. 

Saturday, 3 July 1999 
The wedding of my daughtcr, Nori na. 
General Degeratu calls mc up again on thc short line: the Russian 

Federation has again askcd permission to cross our airspace in order 
to transport new troops in Kossovo. NATO is not plcased with this 
zeal. This must be why Stepashin apologizcd în thc first place. We rc
solve not to grant permission and I inform MAE of my decision. Wc 
all hope that they will not attempt any forced entry at the border. In
deed, after some time, which NATO must have found quite useful, the 
Russians get Poland's and Hungary's permission of access. 

Thursday, 8 July 1999 
9.00 Javier Sol ana 's reception. He embraces mc, thanks me, I 

thank him, discreetly, for all the efforts he has made so far, as well as 
for those made last April. Solana states once more that Romania has 
behaved as a NATO member de facto. 
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Thursday, 15 July 1999 
12.30 am. Reception of Wesley Clark, SAC EUR, (Supreme Al

lied Forces Commander for Europe), the supreme commander of NA
TO forces in Europe. A qualified expert in problems of geo-politics, 
he brings arguments to the idea that Romanian assistance has been de
cisive in limiting the duration of the conflict and thanks us for our 
courage and determination. · 

Stabilit}' 
Thursday, 30 July 1999 

Sarajevo, the Reunion for the Start of the Stability Pact for South 
Eastern Europe. 

We land late at night, and after the first shock at the sight of a dev
astated airport, hastily rebuilt by the Americans, I see the tragic shad
ow of the city in the moonlight. The following morning, the ruins are 
still there but the large sports hali where the reunion is held looks strik
ingly new; it was, in fact just as hastily rebuilt by the Americans. In 
April, in Washington, when no one could make any correct estimates 
about the duration of the conflict, the NATO officials were planning 
the reunion to be held in Bonn. But their talent for creating powerful 
and lasting symbols made them choose Sarajevo instead, the martyr c
ity of the previous Yugoslav war, a place where the tradition of good 
vicinity and flourishing multicultural synthesis had turned into an in
fcrno of hatred, still haunted by the ghosts of the snipers shooting at 
anyone, either children or elders coming to their water wells. I am still 
obsessed by the horrors of this merciless hunt, by the cruelty that 
makes you stop your fcllow from quenching his thirst. 

As I enter the hali I am startled by quite a unique spectacle. The 
first part of the discussions unfolds following a pattern I am accus
tomed to by now at the NATO or UE summits: the presidents mem
bers of those organizations are gathercd round a table, at which we are 
invited to take a seat, with cordiality, yet not without a shadow of con
descension, like by some friendly schoolmasters. But here it is us who 
are playing the part of the schoolmaster. 

The Round Table on democratic issues analyses what has been 
done in the interval between the end of April, in Washington, when 
we proposed the three directions to be followed, which later on were 
turned into workshops, and yesterday. The president of Finland, Ahti
saari is presiding the meeting in his calm and jovial manner. After the 
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end of discussions, the participants decide that I am to he the rappor
teur in the plenary session on the democratic issues. I feel flattered 
and touched, as it represents a high levei international recognition of 
all our efforts and even successes in the last years, proving that, be
yond the confusing and not always agreeable appearance of an ebul
lient, sometimes anarchic politica) life, Romania has proven tobe, as I 
had repeatedly said, a stable, fully functional democracy. 

The plenary session is unique indeed. I have never dreamed to sec, ! 
not even on television, al I the great leaders of our world gathered in i 
the same room: presidents and prime-ministers of the NATO countries: 
and of course the president of the United States, all accompanied by 1 

their ministers; the Americans are representcd hcrc by Madeleine Al
bright, Sandy Berger, the chief of the National Security Council and 
the Defense State Secretary, William Cohen, surrounded by experts 
and many Secret Services agents (in 1997 in Bucharest therc were sev
era) hundreds of them; I wonder how many arc hcre today. ); Presidents 
and Prime ministers of all the UE countries; the Japanese Prime min
ister; the chief commander of the NATO troops and all his adjuncts, as 
well as the generals from the southern commandment; Michel 
Camdessus; World Bank president, John Wolfensohn; BERD presi
dent. Then there is the UN Secretary General and the state and gov
emment Ieaders representing all the countries in thc rcgion. The Presi
dent of Switzerland sits quietly, somewhere in a corner, at thc modest 
table of the Observers. The members of the various royal families arc 
the only ones missing. It is quitc understandahle that cnsuring the se
curity, of the building, any profcssiona!'s nightmarc, must have been 
utterly overwhelming and that the organization and logistics of the re
union must have raised almost insoluble prohlcms. 

The airplanes of the leading figures of 011r WPrld, who have put a
side their important affairs to come hcrc, arc queuing for hours to land 
or to take off They are aware of exposing themsclves to huge risks, in 
a fragile region, tom apart by inner conflict. But I rcalizc that this im
pressive accumulation of forccs is sending an extraordinary messagc 
to the world: they are al! here because thcy care. Thc Balkans, with 
their tragedies, ancient or recent, are part of their inner uni verse, of 
their security or power interests, but also part of their imaginary. Wc 
are hardly some strangers to whom they could display some abstract, 
aloof form of compassion. We are their brothers, at times tormented, 
at times feeble, yet fundamentally part of the same world. 
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The Balkans arc not thc only region devastated by povcrty and 
wars. But the impressive solidarity displayed by this "parterre de rois", 
all present al the startup of the Stability Pact, is a token of brotherly 
fee ling and of belonging. This is what I told a few Bosnian joumalists 
and to the foreign correspondents that recognized me when leaving 
the room. 

At the end of the meeting the more unusual part of the meeting 
begins: all, without exception, were seated on low benches in a sort of 
huge hali and, while waiting for our cars to come at the exact moment 
scheduled by the organizers according to the time of take-off of each 
plane, cverything minutely calculated; meanwhile we werc given bags 
with sandwiches, like in the Pioneer camps. 

Therc could have been made quite a movie from the spectaclc of 
this world of presidents, bankers and generals obediently seated, eat
ing sandwiches and convcrsing with old friends or sometimes unex
pected interlocutors. 

A moment came when our ambassador in Sarajevo, who speaks 
tluently the languages of thc arca and is everybody's friend, suggested 
that wc should leave. I don 't know what strings he pulled, whom he 
askcd to bring our car without observing the order. What is sure is that 
we managed to get to a small hotel wherc we werc finally ablc to qui
ctly wait for thc dcparturc. 

Upon our rcturn, all wcnt smoothly. At thc airport wc all mct a
gain; it had bccn askcd of us that four state representativcs from the 
samc rcgion should sharc a plane, so wc gol back in my plane: Peter 
Stoyanov, Petru Lucinski and Victor Orban. The first stop in thc re
verse sensc was for Victor Orban. ln Budapcst wc wcre supposcd to 
have a stopover of about half an hour. The Hungarian Prime minister 
glanced ostentatiously at his watch and left, claiming that his brother
in-law was cxpecting him. Wc gossiped about him throughout our trip 
back to Bucharest. 

At our second stop, in Bucharest, I was expected by no brother-in
law, so we did stay togcthcr in the official hali until the taking off of 
Stoyanov's and Lucinski's planes, which had remained on Otopeni. 

Tuesday, 30 Novemher 1999 
11 a.m. I receive W. Cohen (US Secretary of Defense), who de

clares that Roman ia 's plan of integration in NATO is ready and is now 
to be followed step by step. 
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Epilogue 
:'vfonday, J 5 Septemher 2000 

Things are confuse in Belgrade. I phone Vojslav Kosturica to con
gratulate him on his victory in the elections. I am firmly convinced 
that he won and, one way or the other, Milosevic will havc to admit it 
as well. He replies warmly and I teii him: I want to present you my 
hearty congratulations for your great victory in the elections. Myself 
and all the democratic forces in Romania are by your side. I consider 
that we will be brought closer and closer by this victory that will un
doubtedly lead to the establishment of a democratic regime in Yu
goslavia. 

Mister President, I have just spoken with Macedonia 's president 
Trajkovski and after our present conversation I shall contact president 
Stoyanov. I intend to propose al I thc presidcnts in thc countrics ncigh
boring Yugoslavia to come forward with a joint statement that would 
support you and the Yugoslav democratic forces. I would be happy to 
know your opinion on the matter. 

He answers that the existence of this joint statement would be very 
important and we end our conversation promising to have further con
tacts. Another positive legacy for my successor. 

The price, the gain, and the difference 
Septemher 2002 

The conflict in Kossovo has unncccssarily torn apart the Roman
ian society once more. Asin al) crises, thc pcoplc's truc nature resur
faced, irrespective of the levei of intelligcncc or educat ion. Forme it 
was extremely clear that my position as President of Rmnania required 
of me to protect Roman ia 's intercsts. Thc protcction of Yugoslavia 's 
interests was Milosevic's rcsponsibility and wc all know how well he 
handled it. But I am firmly convinced that the largc majority of the 
Romanians were well awarc of Romani a ·s best intcrest. Many were 
those who, I state this cynically, put thcir personal interest before thc 
national interest, which they nonetheless kept invoking demagogical
ly. Many were the bastards who tried to throw the country into chaos 
and ruin the nation 's fu ture with their fool ish ambitions. lt wasn 't 
about choosing between NATO and thc Scrbian peoplc, but rather 
about choosing between Milosevic and the Serbian peoplc. Most of 
the voters chose Milosevic, choosing in fact Ceausescu, once again, 
because they were utterly fascinated by the ideas of dictatorship, ha-
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tred and revenge, a fascination triggered by the losers' and cowards' 
appetite for brute force. National communism haunted Romania in 
1999, because, at the same time with the Yugoslav conflict there were 
miners' strikes, tax strikes, parliamentary strikes, as well as an out
burst in organized crime. A particular role in this respect was played 
by the press that was in the service of Mafia clans. There were agents, 
mercenaries, but also the professionals and the amateurs of hatred. 
Fortunately, there were also those who rediscovered the values they 
bclieved in and for which they fought, even if at times only briefly. I 
hereby pay homage to the Army, to the members of Govemment and 
of the Presidential Administration, deputies and senators of the parlia
mentary majority, workers of the secret services who served their 
country; but also to the honest, brave intellectuals, who staunchly 
fought the newly reborn national-communist tide. 

Between the two camps that divided Romania stood, as usual, the 
cowards. And l've been asking myself ever since; where were, at the 
time of those bitter debates, all the NATO grantees, who benefited 
from the largest grants? Where were those who, ever since 1990, have 
bcen building their careers and wealth on the generous funding pro
vided by the US and Western Europe? With remarkably few excep
tions, they were hiding, kept quiet or lied. 

lf onc watches the variations in the opinion polis, back in 1999, it 
is not hard to realize that the first victim of the American bombing in 
Yugoslavia was not Milosevic, but myself. Perhaps even my mostre
lcntlcss adversaries somehow, subconsciously knew that my position 
back then was the only possibility, but hated this reality and thus di
rcctcd this hatred towards myself, Iike an exorcism. I had no 
spokcsperson at the time; I was nonetheless aware how unrewarding 
this institution was because the person you represent can recant you if 
thc things you said, albeit in his/her best interest, happen to trigger a 
crisis. During the conflict in Yugoslavia I represented the citizen and 
was his/hcr official spokesman. Good or bad, this was my job. And 
thc citizen recanted me because of the crisis that was brought about 
,vithin themselves. 

It is in the interval between March and April 1999 that the bases 
of the Strategic Partnership between Romania and the US were con
solidated; this may still seem to certain people a consolation prize for 
the postponement of our integration in the first wave of NATO en
largement. But the changes in attitudes towards Romania had already 
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taken important steps. What Romania gained în her relationship with 
the US îs visible today în the difference between the two-hour visit to 
Bucharest of the former state secretary, .James Baker, back în 1990, 
and the arrival, in July 1997, of President Clinton, who came accom
panied by the entire American delegation that had taken part in the 
Madrid Summit, a delegation that practically includcd all the key fig
ures in the American Executive. To this something else should bc 
added; that elusive element less mentioned in official discourses -
trust. For trust there are no measuring scalcs ~ it simply exists or not. 

We needn 't fool ourselvcs by bclieving that thc Americans ignore 
the violations of the embargo on oi I which wcrc going on during the 
1992-1996 government. They did know and cvcn if thcse violations 
stopped after 1996, the memory of those momcnts when thc Romani
ans said one thing and did another stil! markcd thc bilateral relation
ship. These are not things discussed în thc open but thcy do weigh a 
great deal in the shaping up of the attitudes towards a certain country. 
A clique of opportunists is now grccdily trying to takc ovcr our suc
cessful changes of image in 1999. Let us not forgct that what we 
achieved in March 1999 can be spelled as: gaining US 's trust, the trust 
of the NATO and UE countries and more than that. Should we man
agc to completcly go bcyond thc policy of hcsitations and lics, the des
tiny of the Roman ian people and of Roman ia hcrsclf will take on quitc 
anothcr course, moving on from a policy of mere survival and humili
ation, to one of self-assessment and dignity. 
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THIS ABOVE ALL 

Glorious Defeats and Shameful Victorie.,· 

August 1997, Miiriişeşti 
It's eighty years since the battle at Mărăşeşti. It's a round number. 

There'II bea public commemoration broadcast live on the radio and 
TV. In the past decades I had seen many such anniversaries. AII those 
shows giving praise to Ceausescu are still vivid in my memory and his 
cmpty speeches still resound in my ears. What should I teii the people 
now? How could I reach their souls without betraying my principles 
and my conscience? 

I think that only those nations which can accept to discuss openly 
and publicly about their defeats are unbeatable. This reminds me of 
one of the most inspiring books l've ever read: This Above Ali by Er
ic Knight. It is the story of a deserter from the army after the humiliat
ing dcfeat at Dunquerque, the battle lost to the Germans. The book 
was writtcn and published in 1941, with England fully engaged in the 
war against Germany, which seemed invincible, and with the threat of 
a German invasion of the continent looming large. I know that in most 
countries this book would have been banned, and the author repudiat
cd, if not condemned. 

Another novei of defeat, resembling in a way Eric Knight's book, 
is July 1940. But this one was brought out in 1960, twenty years after 
the events accounted, and it was published with the consent of the 
communist authorities because the myth of Stalin 's military genius 
had tobe demolished. No novei of this kind has been written in Ro
mania to this day. 

Beyond the Wave 
August 1966, Briidet 

One of the people who left a deep mark on my life was my uncie 
George Cumpănaşu. I met him late in his life. I was finishing high
school and he was back in Bucharest after years of poli tical detention 
in the communist prisons. He graduated Law and Philosophy and he 
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was among the first arrcsted hy the communists bccausc, in August 
1944, bookshop windows exhibited his latcst hook. a criticai study of 
thc communist system. His wifc was a paintcr and shc managed to 
save the library full of books where he receivcd me. He lookcd at me 
with that smile, a strangc combination of warm cycs and a sad face. 
Back then I couldn't understand that smile. I was to undcrstand it later 
when I was to discover it on thc face of many intcllcctuals who had 
met and stood up to the communist terror. It gave them a kind of wis
dom coming from sufferings they ncver mentioned. and a detachment 
from events that overwhelmed other people. He looked at me in si
lence for severa) moments. It's only now. after a personal cxperience 
that wanes when compared to that of my uncie, that I tind myself shiv
ering thinking of the future of this generation. It is only now that I un
derstand my uncie 's deep concern about what's în the mind and soul 
of a generation buried by the wavc of I ies and complicity. After we 
talked about many things, upon my dcparturc he took thrce books out 
of his library and handed them to me saying: "Take thcm, and rcad 
them when you have time. They are written by my tcacher. professor 
Constantin Rădulescu-Motru. Judging by the way in which commu
nism has succeeded in disposing of and isolating the Roman ian intel
lectual elite, I think this regime will have a long life and will die a vi
olent dcath. Try to keep your ideas and your conscicnce. I hope this 
books will be of help to you.' 

Fehruc11:v 1996, !he Rector\- Office 
I havc carried those books with me cvcrywhcrc. Now and then I 

would lend them to closc fricnds. Their covers and pagcs arc wom out 
and ycllowcd by time. I haven't fixed thcm up. I have lcft thcm as they 
arc bccausc they remind me of my uncie who passcd away soon after 
he gave them to me. The communist prisons hadn ·1 crippled his soul 
or his mind. but had ruined his body which despite cverything kcpt 
somc of thc elegancc of thc old country boyars of Wallachia. 

In 1957, Constantin Rădulescu-Motru, a formcr presidcnt of thc 
Roman ian Acadcmy and dcan of the Faculty of Lettcrs in Bucharest 
passed away. He was arrested hy thc communists al thc agc of 81. He 
was released, and severa! ycars later he collapscd in thc strcct because 
of hunger. 

The three books he gave me, Romanianness. the Catechism of'a 
New Spirituality, The Psychology of'the Romanian People and Time 
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and Destiny could answer many of the questions of our times. Pub
lished between 1936 and 1940, they have escaped the attention of the 
new generations for almost half a century. Although they were repub
lished in 1990, few of the young people l've met have read them. The 
long excerpts I reproduce here are not just a series of quotes embed
ded in disparate rational frameworks. They speak, much better than I 
could ever do it, about the foundation necessary to understand the dis
course resuming my Iife experience: you cannot propose or implement 
a national project if you do not rely on a real understanding of the way 
the people of that country think and fee I. The Bible has helped me un
derstand the human soul. Constantin Rădulescu-Motru's books have 
helped me 1.mderstand the Romanian soul better. 

THE SOUL AND THE THOUGHT 

· Knowing a nation, revealing its qualities and flaws is not a work 
of patriotism, but a work of science', says Rădulescu-Motru in the 
opening chapter of his book, The Semi of Our Nat ion. 'The good in
tcntion to praise your own people has no place here. To say nothing of 
the intention to belittle it. Patriotism may step in only after an objec
tive conscience is in place. A fire in the dark can only guide you, no 
matter how intensely it burns. But your way is lit up by the moonbeam 
gleaming in the cold, blue sky.' 

In The Psychology c~lthe Romanian Peop/e, Constantin Rădules
cu-Motru writes: 'The biggest problem one faces when trying to un
dcrstand the soul of a nation, can be reduced to the following ques
tion: to what kind of culture does the soul of that nation belong? The 
kind of culture the Romanian people has emulated is the West Euro
pean culture.' To find the similarities and differences between the Ro
manian type of spirituality and the Western European culture as it has 
been crystalised after the French Revolution, the author makes a re
view of the main characteristics of the Western civilisation: "obeying 
the opinion of the majority, observing contract obligations, free com
pctition between equal individuals; cultivating individual initiative by 
cncouraging private property." "Let's see now", Rădulescu-Motru goes 
on, "in what points this type of culture matches Roman ian spirituality. 
In terni.s of politics, the similarities are rather vague. In economic 
tcrms they are even less defined. Free competition is not at all part of 
the Roman ian mentality. Romanians want to enjoy benefits just be-
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cause they are Romanians. Social agrcemcnt is totally inexistent. Indi
vidual initiative aimed at achieving social progress through risky and 
ingenious enterprises, is the feeblcst offspring of thc Romanian soul. 
The refonn programmes proposed by the young gcncration do not pro
vide for changes that can be achieved through concrete legislative 
measures. Instead they claim sweeping changes in unrcalistic periods 
of time. As long as this new Roman ia is something impossible to at
tain, people fee) robbed of thcir rightful heritage. and consequently, 
they fee) they are treated unfair. 

Are there any affinities between Romanian culture and the West
ern type of civilisation? Roman ia 's future cultural and politica] orien
tation hangs on the answer to this question. 1s therc any soul connec
tion between Romania and Western Europe? If yes. al! we have to do 
is adopt the western politica! and economic principles and implement 
them, ridding ourselves of evcrything that hinders this proccss. If not, 
we should start by finding out who wc arc and what wc arc capable of 
before replicating foreign laws and institutions. It's not a shame to 
know that you are different from other strong and glorious nations, but 
it is a shame for a nation not to havc thc courage to look into its own 
na ture and destiny." 

According to Rădulescu-Motru, it is characteristic of Romanians 
that they have more of a group conscicncc than personal conscience. 
The author wonderfully enlarges upon this thcme, a demonstration I 
take over because it has been highly valid to this day. And I think y
ou · li agrec with me if you takc thc timc and rcad it carefully. "In the 
front line, at war, in gangs, in rcbellion, working in the field and go
ing hunting, the courage of Romanians is unequaled. But individually 
taken, he is as gcntle as a Iamb. Romanians prove an unparallclcd 
couragc in exprcssing their opinions in the namc of a group, for in
stance from the position of an editor working for a newspapcr. If you 
belong to the samc group as he docs. he is fu]] of prai se for you. lf you 
belong to the others, you arc beneath contempt. You might think, 
"here 's a courageous journalist, by all mea ns". Well, you 're wrong. 
He is courageous only when he speaks in thc name of his group. Talk 
to him in private and you'II see he doesn't remember very well what 
he has written. Romanians arc also religious, but only as long as they 
see that the rest of the world is religious, too. lt seldom happens that 
the religious feeling springs from the bottom of their heart, where per
sonality comes from. The same goes for patriotism. Romanians flaunt 
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their patriotic fee ling. But only as long as it needs no proof in deed. 
Because deeds are personal, that is, individual, the patriotic feeling 
cnds where concrete personal action begins. Give them the apostolic 
rod to preach patriotism to others and they'II be ready to start in the 
next minute. They jump to give good advice, but only as long as they 
are not requested to do anything. Just ask a Romanian to do something 
properly. You'll see that things become a little bit more complicated. 
I f he is a teacher, there 's no way you can have him stick to his teach
ing; if he is a craftsman to his craft; or if he is a peasant to his land. 
Everyone begins dilly-dallying when it comes to starting doing their 
job, waiting for all Romanians to get down seriously to work. It never 
occurs to any of them that they can start doing their job one after an
other. They say: 'we should all start working at once.' But to start do
ing sornething in deed proves invariably more difficult than to start 
doing it in words. A teacher who 's doing his job properly, a skilled 
craftsman, a hard working peasant have no time for patriotic feelings. 
But every loafer, who barely does anything but who makes a fuss of 
his patriotism, goes as a true patriot. When in a crowd, Romanians are 
willing to do anything. There's no initiative in front of which a Ro
rnanian would step back as long as he is in a group. Set up a school? 
Let's make two of them. Setup an organisation? Why not severa!? To 
help an institution function properly? Yes, of course. But when it 
comes to putting thc decision into practice, each and everyone puls it 
off until the day after or simply vanishes. When the group is back to
gether, they start accusing one another after which they start all over 
again making new decisions: 

"lt's a shame, gentlemen, we must get down to work. The country 
has its cyes set on us. Foreigners are watching us making fools of our
selves. Let's get down to work." The next day, brings the same indif
ference. In group, Romanians judge themselves harshly. In private they 
are all too lenient with themselves.' 

Jon~\' Wand 

'The man who is entirely focused on his work and values the 
virtues from which his work sprouts, expects very little from politics', 
says Constantin Rădulescu-Motru. 'But where energies are not chan
neled into a personal activity, and where the conscience of the value 
of the individual soul is lacking, there is only natural for politics to 
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reign supreme. That's why Romanians have a passion for politics. For 
them, politics îs a magic wand which can pcrform alt kinds of tricks. 
It can bring general and personal happiness. lf I ruled thc country, if I 
made the law, you would sec how things would straighten up. Nobody 
is able to do their own job properly, but they alt want to lay down the 
law for everybody. They are alt waiting to bc rcdccmcd by the action 
of the whole people: Here is what wc, Romanians, should do. Here is 
what's best for our nation. But thcy never say: Here is what I, Ion or 
Gheorghe, must do. Herc îs what's best for me. When Romanians take 
a step back from the group and rcgard thcmsclvcs as individuals, they 
are always consumers. They have never the couragc to do that as pro
ducers. As consumers, they are individualists. As producers, thcy al
ways wait and sec what the others do to start doing something on thcir 
own. lf no onc does anything, thcn, thcy do nothing in thcir turn. The 
Romanian capitalist ncvcr trusts his own forces. Instead he joins the 
poorest of his fellow citizens in waiting for thc protection of thc state. 
Romanians fcel most attracted to thc professions that do not kecp thcm 
away from the crowds. They Iove joining the crowd, talking to other 
people and being sustained by thc crowd. Taking advantage of na ture 
through industry and trade is an activity they resort to in thc worst sit
uations, that is, when they can 't be public servants, lawyers, or politi
cians. In thc latter case, they prove incxhaustible energies. The most 
obscure Mr. Nobody, oncc he has bccomc a politician, is a great man 
overnight. And because al! Romanians ardently wish to help their 
country and to guidc their people, the country is snowed under with 
great men. Nobody knows anymore whom to follow. Ion is a great 
man, Gheorghe is a great man and Petre is a great man, too. The w
holc nation is at a loss because it has too many great mcn. · 

lf wc compare this psychological portrait of thc Romanians made 
sixty years ago, with the prescnt-day reality, wc cannot but admit that 
Rădulescu-Motru is in the right. Present-day opinion polls monitor thc 
trends in the bchavior of thc Romaniai1 peopk on a monthly basis. What 
is frightening me about thc portrait skctched by Radulescu-Motru is its 
etemal validity. In the sixty decades that havc clapsed since this portrait 
was made, the Romanian people has experienced a constitutional monar
chy, a royal dictatorship, Antonescu·s dictatorship, thc sccond world 
war, the communist dictatorship, a revolution and democracy. Nothing 
seems to have changed it. What can we expect from a four year man
date? What can we hope for the decades to come? 
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The Map on the Wali of Hbi'tory 

March 1970, the Mineralogy Department of the Bucharest University. 
The news that our librarian had disappeared without a trace broke 

into our peaceful department. Several months after that, I received a 
summons issued by the Military Tribunal to appear in court as witness. 
With a weird feeling I entered the massive building on a street where 
nowadays there is the huge unfinished building of the Radio House. 
A young gentleman who introduced himself as being the lawyer of our 
librarian told me I was there to say that the accused was a decent man, 
who had never posed any problem to our department. But the judge 
asked me if it was true that maps of Greater Romania were hanging 
on the walls of the library and if those maps were commented by stu
dents. I told him it was true. They were geological and pedological 
maps drawn for thc World Congress of Pedology which was held in 
Bucharest. Therc was also a geological niap of Romania in 1936. It 
was only natural for it tobe there because the study of geology ignores 
conventional state borders. Geologica) formations transcend borders 
and that map featurcd thc activity of the Roman ian geologists in those 
arcas. Thosc maps wcrc uscful to our courses and laboratories and we 
commented on them in geologica) terms. The judge cut me off saying 
the librarian was not there tobe awarded a mcdal or a prize, but be
cause he was accused of carrying out activities that were hostile to the 
communist rcgime. He also told me that I was there only to discuss 
cxtenuating circumstances. 
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RESORT TO DESTINY 

Decision and Loyalty 
6-9 May 2001, Nell' York, Washington 

I'm back in New York, feeling much more comfortable than on 
previous occasions. I'm here to participate in thc annual rneeting of 
the East-West Institute in whose board of dircctors I was elected to
gether with co-chairman Martti Ahtisaari, cx-president of Finland. At 
the end of the meeting, a car of the Romanian cmbassy takes rne to 
Washington where I was invited by a group of American scnators and 
congressrnen and sorne old friends, to discuss the situation in thc 
Balkans, in Europe and in the world. J'm meeting thc ncwly elected 
president of the Foreign Policy Committee of the US Congress, ex
president of the Juridica! Cornrnission, a well-known figure during thc 
televised debates on president Clinton 's impeachment, and thc vicc
president of the Juridica! Cornmission, Christopher Smith, whose ex
perience in European and Romanian affairs is broad. Thc issue tack
led from the very beginning of the mceting was Romani a 's role during 
the conflict in Kossovo. 

To the appreciative rernarks of my intcrlocutors rcgarding the s
tand of the Roman ian president on thc Kossovo crisis, I answer that 
the stand of a president means nothing if it is noi hackcd by Parlia
rnent, by the army, by foreign policy makcrs and by thc pcople, like it 
happened during the crisis in Yugoslavia. The fundamental stance of 
the Rornanian people on the rcconciliation with Hungary, thc signing 
of a treaty of good neighbor relations with Ukrainc and thc fact that 
these treatises are observed is a historic accomplishmcnt. I want to un
derline that these stands have passed thc test of electoral carnpaigns 
when all the weak points of a politica! or social agrccmcnt regarding 
problems of national interest usually emerge. 

Arguing for Romania 's integrat ion with NATO in 2002, an issuc 
that has topped the agenda of my mandate, I have emphasized the shift 
in the way in which the Romanian people is perceiving its own des
tiny. I have reminded rny interlocutors that in the case of the Kossovo 
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crisis, the Romanians gave up their historical habit of waiting to see 
how things develop before taking action, an understandable attitude to 
a small country in a region in which the interests of the big powers 
have prevailed for centuries. This time, Romania took and maintained 
afirm stand until the end of the crisis, to the solving of which Roma
n ia had a decisive contribution. 

In the evening Vladimir Tismăneanu and Andrei Brezianu invited 
me to a small Greek restaurant on a peaceful street in Washington. 
White having dinner I shared with them my thoughts on the change în 
the way Romanians have been perceiving problems of national inter
est, despite the elections in 2000 which, to a certain extent, can be re
garded as a punishment inflicted on the former govemment, a kind of 
pay-off for a reform the full brunt of which was borne by the people. 
My friends seemed rather skeptical. I don 't think I was very convinc
ing. Before parting, Andrei Brezianu handed mea copy of an article 
published by Tinnthy Kenny in the Central Europe Review. I told him 
I knew the review and the author. 'Then please read it.' he answered 
with an enigmatic smile. 

An American in Bucharest 
Novemher /991. Sinaia 

As prorector of the Bucharest University, I'm also in charge of the 
Joumalism Faculty, which is back under thc administration of the Uni
vcrsity aftcr Ceausescu had transplanted it to thc "Ştefan Gheorghiu" 
Institute of the Central Committee of the Roman ian Communist Party. 
It's very hard to refashion a faculty ofjoumalism, whose single purpose 
had been to turn the young generations of students into communist ac
tivists rcady to work in thc print media. I talked to the cultural attache at 
the American Embassy in Bucharest and I asked for the help of severa I 
American congressmen to send, through the Fullbright programme, an 
experienced American journalist to teach Romanian students and to 
share his experience with Romanian professors. Soon after that, in early 
1991, Timothy Kenny arrived in Romania. 

Decemher 2000, Arlington 
Here is how Timothy Kenny begins the account of his Roman ian 

experience: "It was during a seminar organised by the students of the 
Bucharest Faculty of Journalism when I first began to understand the 
ironical constraints fate has bestowed on Romania. I was asked to teii 
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the Romanian students participating in the seminar about my life as an 
American newsman. I was surprised by thc qucstion of a young man: 
"What's the role played by fate in thc Unitcd States?" " Fate, I an
swered, what do you mean? Fate plays no role in the United States. 
Americans do not believe in fate. They believc in work and money. 
They believe they control their own fate. This is an important thing 
about Americans." 

Not only that the young man did not believe me, but he seemed 
disgusted with me trying to sell him and his colleagues such an obvi
ous !ie. Maybe he had never been in the US, but, certainly, he was no 
idiot. To him fate was fate and nothing I could teii him or anybody 
else in that hali could budge him from bclicving that fote was impor
tant in the life of Romania or of any other country. I was moved by 
the discussion and later I brought out the subject in my discussions 
with students and professors at the faculty. All of them told mc it was 
a good question to ask and, just like the student, they thought my an
swer did not sound very true. This happened in 1991. Now we are in 
2000. lt's very difficult for Roman ia to become a good citizen of thc 
world if the most important things are never discussed. The role played 
by fate in Romania, and the implicit role it plays in understanding thc 
psychology of Romania continues tobe ignored by thc public or pri
vate discourse. The refusal to accept the role of fate, which is more 
important than that any other factor, maintains Romania in a political, 
social and economic mire. Fale is the unrecognised God of Rornania, 
a country with 25.5 million people who seem to belicvc that thc futurc 
is lead by an unseen hand, which cannot be intlucnced hy the citizens. 
A Rornanian friend once told mc that "Whcn somcthing goes right, a 
Roman ian would say: of coursc, I knew it, I madc it happen; whcn 
something goes wrong he would look up to thc sky and say: who could 
have known? lt was fate." This lack of personal responsibility, which 
can be found in so many aspccts of Romanian lifc, and which makes 
it so differcnt from western democracies, will always have its roots 
here. Above politics and above any notion of civil society hovcrs thc 
airy hand of fate. Until the role played by fale îs noi drastically dwin
dled, Romania will never be ahlc to catch up with thc western coun
tries as Poland, the Czech Republic or Hungary did. Romania is a 
deeply superstitious country where intrigues and conspiracics are tak
en for granted by everybody, from illiterate peasants to high officials. 
And thus, while the role played by fate continucs to prcvail in Roma-
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nia, în a manncr beyond understanding for western countries, Roma
nia continues to suffer, often by its own hand. It deserves more.' 

I met Timothy Kenny when I visited the famous Press Museum în 
Arlington, Virginia, în 1999. He was head of the History of the Press 
Research Department. He was still interested în Romania. 

Douhle Complex 
Janua,y 200 I, Kisse/eff Blvd. 

In the long walks I used to take while a student, I would often stop 
în front of the bust of Ovid, to which Medrea had given a disconcert
ing asymmetry of the face. Looking at it from the oppositc sides, you 
could think there were two different profiles: one of a relaxed man, 
the other of a very sad man. Now, against the leafless trees and the 
white snow the outline of the bust emerges more clearly, and it seems 
to mc that I discern one Ovid singing thc joys of Rome, and another 
one, the author of the Epistua/ae ex Ponto (Leffersfi-om the Black Sea). 

Will we be able, after thousands of years, to make up for the dra
matic burden of this exile'? 

Man Has a Say 
4 March 2002, 6 Popa Petre St,: 

In thc room opening to thc backyard of Caltia ·sold house we 're 
having a chat over a glass of red wine. I am with Mihai Mănutiu, Adri
an Vasilescu and Zemleny Csabo. We're talking about the world, life, 
art. Zcmleny Csabo îs now a famous paintcr în New York. He also has 
a studio în Budapest. He says he comes to Bucharest evcry year be
cause bere, together with his old friends, he feels really alive and he îs 
happy wc're not changed too much. 

'What's changing and what îs not'! What have you got to win and 
what have you got to lose?', Adrian Vasilescu recalls Toynbee. I agree 
with him. I was also impressed by Arnold J. Toynbee's A Stuc(v of His
tmy, în which he expresses his firm belief that 'man has a say în his 
fate'. 'Nature permanently subjects man to new, unexpected chal
lenges. I f people do not react to the first challenges, they are left out 
of history and they are not able to hamess their destiny to the coach of 
history. lf they do respond to the first challenges but they are not able 
to cope with them, they become fossils of history. lf a civilisation gives 
the correct answers, if people respond correctly to these challenges, 
they will bui Id a civilisation that can live forever." 
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THE CHRON/CLE OF A COLLAPSE THAT NEVER TOOK PLACE 

The First Day, the First Crisi."i 
29 Novemher I 996, The Cotroceni Pa/ace 

My first day as president of Romania at the Cotroceni Palace. On 
my desk I found a pile of newspapers arranged in an order tel ling of 
the ex-president's preferences. But on top ofit, thc daily România 
Liberă stood out ostentatiously, headlining: '"The Iliescu regime has 
come to an end." What it cost Romania, I was to find out in the very 
moments in which people across the country were rcading that article. 

The first thing I did was to make a phone call. I asked the chief 
assistant of my predecessor to pul me through to thc governor of the 
National Bank of Roman ia, Mugur lsarescu. When he answered, I told 
him in the most direct way: Mr. Govemor, both bcfore and during the 
electoral campaign I have receivcd information according to which in 
the last months money has been issued without backing, and an emer
gency ordinance has been passed forging the figures for thc budged d
eficit and the consolidated deficit. I havc hcard that the deficit is not 
3% but twice as high, or evcn higher. That puls Romania in a difficult 
financial situation. I'd likc to know if all this is truc. I would also like 
to know what is the exact gold rescrve of the National Bank of Roma
n ia, what is the foreign dcbt and its scheduling ovcr the next years. A 
moment of silcncc followed, aftcr which I hcard governor Isarcscu 
clear his throat to teii me that by ten o'clock thc ncxt morning I would 
receive a report answering alt thosc qucstions. The ncxt day, at ten o'
clock sharp, I had the report. Aftcr rcading it I was left complctely 
shocked. Figures clearly showed that Romani a was on thc brink of fi
nancial and economic collapse. I had received many similar figures 
during the electoral campaign, but I had ncver uscd them. Although I 
had obtained them from reliable sourccs, I was tcmptcd to think that 
the fonner govemment couldn 't havc gonc that far. Bcsides that, thosc 
figures presented such a grim situation that I prefcrrcd not to use thcm 
against my politica! enemies in the electoral campaign. I couldn 't jeop
ardise the security of the financial and banking systcm of Romania to 
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obtain electoral gains. Now it was clear to me that the out-going rul
ing party had not desisted from sacrificing Romani a 's fu ture for the 
sake of keeping power. Thc first phone-call I made from Cotroceni on 
my first day as president faced mc with one of the big crises from the 
long row lying ahead of me in my four-year time in office. 

The Time Bomb 
30 Novemher I 996, the Cotroceni Pa/ace 

When I finishcd rcading the report of the governor of the N ation
al Bank, the image of the exuberance with which the ex-president 
had handed over the power and the responsibility going with it, 
flashed through my mind. I thought that his unbelievably genuine 
gladness to step down was due, either to thc fee ling of relief given 
by throwing off a burden, or to the cynicism with which he was be
queathing a disastrous situation. I begin to seriously doubt that his 
serenity was that of a person who stays dignified in losing and who 
parts with power with a smilc on his face. I was holding a time bomb 
in my hands. Time was running out and I had to do something quick
ly to prevent a serious crisis with incalculable consequences for Ro
mania. I told the chief assistant to call a meeting, that very aftcrnoon, 
with interim prime minister N icolac Văcăroiu, minister of finance 
Florin Georgescu and secretary general with thc govcrnmcnt Viorel 
Hrebenciuc. Two hours later, they were al the Cotroceni Palace. I rc
ceived them at thc round table wherc the Supreme Council for De
fence usually gathers. We wcre standing on oppositc sides of the 
table. I told them: I have herc a report signed by the governor of thc 
National Bank of Romania, according to which the current situation 
is as follows ... When I finished reading I raised my eyes from the 
paper and I was struck by Nicolae Vâcăroiu's gloating smirk, Florin 
Georgescu's grin and Viorel Hrebenciuc's unctuous smile. They all 
looked very pleased. The prime minister bcgan: "Don 't worry Mr. 
President, it's just an emergcncy ordinance. You 've won the elec
tions, you have the parliamentary majority, and you can revoke it in 
the first parliament session so it no longer takes effect." Florin 
Georgescu butted in: "Of course, Mr. President, in that case you'II 
have a problem. Without this emergency ordinance in force, in De
cember you won 't be able to pay the salaries of the army, the Interi
or M inistry, the Intelligence Service and," he made a short pause, 
'"of your ex-colleagues in education ... " 
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We all know the state of mind which grips Romanians when win
ter holidays are drawing ncar. Thc wcll-known caricaturist Mihai 
Stănescu was getting ready to wrap up the governmcnt building as a 
Christmas present. A government that was not fonned yet, a coalition 
govemment that had to be very carefully balanced, according to a dif
ficult algorithm. On my way to Cotroceni I had noticed the persisting 
exuberance of the people. No matter if they had voted or not forme, 
or for the Romanian Democratic Convention (the turnout was lower 
in the first round of elections ), they al I took it as a vie tory and they 
were expecting something better. The next day I had to go to Alba Iu
lia to participate in the Great Assembly of thc People on Roman ia 's 
National Day. I was hoping to usc that more relaxcd day to launch a 
new call for a religious, ethnic and pcrhaps even a politica) reconcilia
tion. From Alba Iulia I was to fly to Lisbon to attcnd the OSCE Con
ference, where I had to respond to the hopes the western democracies 
were pinning on Romania, as a pi Ilar of democracy and stability in 
central and southeastern Europe. 

What was I supposcd to do? Who could give mea good advicc? I 
had to make a very clear choicc. On the onc hand there was the newly 
revealed financial situation: on the othcr, thcre was the real situation 
of the main state banks like Bancorcx and thc Agriculturc Bank and 
severa) private banks with dcbts bringing them on thc brink of bank
ruptcy and, with them, all thc savings of thc peoplc. 

Dl'Cemher I ()96. Cotroceni 
I was very familiar with the situation in Bulgaria. Whilc I was in 

the opposition I had talks with thc ex-prcsidcnt of thc Bulgarian parlia
ment, with the prime minister in the democratic govcrnrncnt between 
October 1991- Decernber 1992 Philip Dimitrov and with other democ
rat leaders and friends. The Videnov socialist and nco-cornrnunist gov
emment between 1995 and 1997 blocked the refom1 so that în 1996 the 
intlation rate reached 3 11 %. Against that background Peter Stoyanov 
was elected president. He represented the Democratic Forces of the 
right. The international financial institutions had blocked all credits to 
Bulgaria. That led to a hyper-inflation of I OOO<½>. The economy col
lapsed and the revolt of the population led to the toppl ing of the govem
ment and to early elections. In 1996 the Christian Democratic center
right forces won the parliamentary elections. The resuit was a govem-
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ment that accepted to bc tinancially monitored by Germany, through a 
vcry strict Financial Monitoring Council that took over all decision mak
ing. Prcsidential elections wcrc to come, forecasting a victory of the 
same center-right liberal Christian Democratic forces. 

In Roman ia that victory had already occurred. But Romania 's polit
ica! situation was complctely diffcrent. Thc center-right had won with
out that brutal intervention. Romanians had no idea what was in store 
for them and they could hardly believe the naked truth at the moment. 
An economic collapse renders the situation uncontrollablc, especially 
\vith the Romanians, whosc chaotic behaviour is unpredictable in such 
moments. I had no real control of any of the institutions of the state. I 
had to gain it and, for that, I needed time. After the first contidential in
forrnation confirrned the disastrous situation of Bancorex and the Agri
culture Bank, I decided to keep that information to myself and to take 
the risk of trying the impossible: to recover the economy step by step. I 
could rely on a singlc person whom I hadn 't known and with whom I 
hadn 't had any kind of relation up to that moment, but whose profes
sionalism and discretion I was to discover on the road: Mugur Isărescu, 
the govcmor of the National Bank of Roman ia. And so, the emergency 
ordinance which was thc brainchild of thc ex-minister of finance Florin 
Georgescu and which had entered the govemment by the back door, was 
passed by the new parliament and Romanians could spend their Christ
mas Holidays in a more relaxed atmospherc. But difficult trials were 
looming large in 1997. Romanians had to support the highest intlation 
rate in my entire mandate plus the due foreign debt. 

Issuing money without backing and siphoning off foreign loans 
into electoral campaigns was no novelty to post-communist Romania. 
The Iliescu regime did it in 1992. The resuit was an even higher intla
t ion rate in 1993 than that in I 997, although the value of the banknotes 
issued without backing and the foreign debt were much higher in 1996. 
The biggcst hike in consumer goods prices (by 356.1 %) and the high
cst monthly intlation rate ( 12.1 %) was recorded in 1993. The effects 
of the financial and economic disaster in 1997 were mitigated by quick 
measures meant to make up for the electoral expenses of Ion Iliescu 
and the Party of Social Democracy in Roman ia which could have led 
to a total financial and economic collapse. Unfortunately, most affect
cd were the citizens·of Romania who paid the price for the reckless
ness and cynicism of the former govemment, being forced to cover 
from their own pockets a budget deficit twice as high as the one re-
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ported to the state budget. Last but not least, it was also a politica! 
price paid by the newly elected govemment. 

Opinion polis show that I 'm beginning to lose some of the popu
larity I had in the first months of my time in office. It's a small part. 
But it's only the beginning. 

A Rope Bridge Over the Abyss 
Decemher 2001. 4 Pictor Mirea S11: 

I keep wondering, just like in December 1996, when at Cotroceni 
Palace I meta defeated but smiling president, how much ofit was sin
cerity and how much was mockery or a dirty politica! trick, meant to 
cover up a trap or, better said, an abyss which was to swallow the new
ly elected govemment in 1996 and, with it, the whole country. l think 
1'11 keep asking myself this question for a long time. Anyway, l'II n
ever forget that day. I understood then that the lliescu regime had come 
to end just for a while, but at the end of a series of irresponsible and s
neering manoeuvres which had brought Romani a on the verge of the 
abyss. The conscquences are paid by all of us to this day. ln just a few 
hours, the satisfaction of having won the elections lcft room to a huge 
responsibility weighing heavily on my shoulders. I decided to keep 
quiet and do what l could. But l think these things must be brought to 
light. The pressure l came under in the vcry first moments of my man
date, after l became aware of the real situation in which Romania 
found itself, determined me to confess some of the things l experi
enccd as president and l can say that what has become now this book 
has its roots în the first day I spcnt at thc Cotroceni Palacc. 

l had bccn warned that ·politics is a tragic problem without solu
tion'. lt remained to be seen how truc this was in thc following years. 
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THOSE TRICKSTERS AND THEIR FLYING CANNONS 

O/d Film Series, New Film Series 

American movies in the 30s used to have a favorite topic: a poor 
young man finds a 50-cent coin on the sidewalk. He invests it, he 
works hard, he endures misery but he eventually manages to build a 
big company, which he bcqueaths to his son. If his son proves not able 
to run thc company, he leavcs it to a young man just as poor and hard
working as he was. 

Romanian post-communist films arc different. A middle-aged man 
whosc namc can be found in a special phone-book (that of thc nomen
clature) and guarded by stars (not those in the sky, but those on his 
epaulettes) finds under his mattress one million dollars, just like that. 
He registers as many Ltd. companies as he can, ( a wonderful name 
they gavc them: companies with limited responsibility), he buys vil
las, luxury cars, lands, ncwspapcrs, TV stations, politicians, women, 
and policemcn and he leaves to his son money and connections along 
with undeclared bankruptcics, and cternally postponed trials. 

ln the 80s, American TV stations bringing thousands of dollars to 
the budget, broadcast the series Rich Man, Poor Man. In 2000, the 
•ricl1 man 's' TV stat ion in Roman ia, which has a debt of hundreds of 
billions of lei to the budgct, îs broadcasting daily the series 'poor man', 
featuring millions of Romanians and the soap opera Opulence and De
pravity, starring severa! hundreds of VIPs tlaunting their cars, dresses, 
stupidity and insolence. 

In 1999, when thc Parliament decided to raise MPs' salaries by pass
ing the law on the state budget, I decided, together with the presidential 
collaborators, to donate the indexed sum we were supposed to receive 
to an account known as "Honor" for helping people în need. The ac
count was open to every Romanian official who wanted to help those 
people. It's uselcss to say that I've never heard of any of those who shed 
tears on TV screens, at radio microphones, or în writing, to have given a 
penny to those for whom they voice out loudly their sympathy. 

207 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTANTINESCU 

The Money Hoover: lnstructiom Manual 

In the film Those Wonderful People and Their Flying Machines, 
pioneer aviators soared into the skies driven by their talent and 
courage. In the film Those Rich People and Their Bankrupt Business
es, financial engineerings keep people 's savings grounded and hide 
them în the pit of theft and indifference. 

It's not difficult to understand the mechanism of the huge vacuum 
cleaner into which money and goods disappeared without a trace be
tween 1990 and 1997. The businesses that seemed bankrupt were, ac
tually, causing bankruptcy because they never risked their own mon
ey, but the money of the people. They started by appropriating the 
money Ceausescu had stolen from the people. Then they continued 
with the controlled bankruptcy of the industrial giants. In 1992, a big 
factory sued me for having revealed on TV how it was bcing looted 
by a series of companies belonging to the directors of that plant who 
were getting rich buying the raw materials and selling the products. 

Then they brought to bankruptcy the big state-owned banks by ob
taining loans with insignificant interests and with inexistent business
es as collateral. With the stolen money they setup private banks which 
they bankrupted after they had transferred their money into other 
banks, also belonging to them. And so they were never forced to pay 
damages to the people they had robbed. 
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EXTREME RISK 

The Crack in the Wali 
Septemher 2000, New York 

I had an informal meeting with the editors-in-chief of some important 
American newspapers, and its main subject was the problems ofthe post
communist transition; I spoke about the Romanian experience, and then, 
Istvan Gyarmaty, a well-known Hungarian anti-communist dissident and 
forrner minister in the Antal Govemment, insisted upon the importance 
that the people and the civic organisations in postcommunist countries 
should attach to the strengthening of the democratic institutions' authority. 

The issue of the state institutions' authority has been urgent, to a 
smaller or greater extent, in alt forrner communist countries in Central 
and Eastem Europe while a new democracy was being built. That task 
was easier to solve in those countries where the communist leaders 
had allowed the party to make a step back in front of state institutions 
and of the law, as it happened in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and even 
in Poland, where thc law was more rigorously observed than in Ro
mania, despite the na ture of General Jaruzelski's military regime. 

I remember that once, a couple of years after December 1989, 
when I was in a taxi-cab, I heard Mugur Isărescu in a radio interview 
saying that after the Revolution he believed the Party would be re
moved and the State would remain neat as a button. Yet, when the Ro
manian Communist Party was disposed of, nothing was left in its stead. 

In Romania, in the postcommunist age, especially after 1996, the 
blows against the state authority came from two directions. There were, 
on the one hand, the organised actions of those who had held power in 
the former regime; on the other hand, the civil society did not give its 
tuli support to the new state institutions. This was because their leaders 
failed to understand that after a democratic regime has been installed, 
the main goal is strengthening the institutions, not resuming dissident 
activities, or exhibiting a rebellious attitude, which had an important 
role in the time of dictatorship, but which many people have been prac
tising only now, as they were unable to do it when it was badly needed. 
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Beginning with 1998, when the Albanian state's institutions hact 
dramatically fallen apart and an unprecedented situation had appearect 
in post WW II Europe, and when the Kossovo conflict was building 
up dangerously, in Romania a violent campaign against the state insti
tutions was launched in newspapers and on television. In its vulgar 
and most dangerous form, it consisted in attributing any errors anct 
crimes committed by individuals to the institutions in which they be. 
longed. If a military man caused a traffic accident with human casual
ties ( one of the tens of accidents that occur weekly), the titles ran: The 
Army kills people on the roads of the country; if a policeman broke 
the law, it was the Police that did it; if a judge was proved colTilpt, the 
judicial system was blamed. The Church and other institutions of thc 
state were treated in a similar manner. 

The Fallen Fence in Tirana 
March 1997, Bucharest-Tirana 

According to the news broadcast on the radio, in Tirana, during an 
upheaval caused by the collapse of an Albanian "Caritas", the crowds 
have occupied the streets, the army and the police have disappeared 
and have abandoned the arms and the barracks. The reports I receive 
from the Externai Information Service confirm the dissolution of all 
authorities. With the Americans' assistance I find a telephone number 
where President Berisha can be contacted. I recognise his hoarse voicc. 
He thanks for the call and says he is now in the Northern mountain re
gion, his fief. Sounds pretty calm. The Americans and the Europeans. 
afraid that Bosnia-like events may occur again, take steps quickly. 

25 July 1997, Bucharest 
I receive the report of the Romanian battalion which participated 

in the "Alba" operation. Although they acted în a difficult area in 
Southern Albania, they carried out their task quite well. 

The socialists supported a university professor for president - a 
chemist who is well-known in the Western academic world; the two 
prime ministers of the new government were, in turn, two young men. 
who had had no connection with the Enver Hodja regime. 

Yet, how was everything possible? In a book that Ismail Kadare 
published in the West, The Al ban ian People at the Border of the Third 
Millennium, wrote about how dangerous the dismemberment of the 
state is, which eventually leads to the dismemberment of the nation. 
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He opines that in Albania this was partially brought about by the cen
tury-long cohabitation with the Ottoman Empire in a state which was 
never regardcd as belonging to the Albanians; then there was a short 
period of independence as a republic and a kingdom, and during the 
harsh communist regime the concept of "state" was deformed again 
under the weight of an alien thing, the Communist Party, which de
prived it of any national colour. "The communist dictatorship", says 
Kadare, "dealt the most treacherous blow at the Albanian state. No 
matter how authoritarian, how grim, how left oriented a state might 
be, for the Albanians it still would have been preferable to that wet, 
formless mollusc which was communist Albania. The Communist Par
ty, under the obsession of not sharing the power with anybody, was 
envious even of its own state. The slogan 'The Party above anything 
else' was repeated day in, day out, as in a nightmare. They made it 
cicar in all possible ways that state institutions, Parliament, the minis
ters, even the Constitution and the laws were worth nothing in front of 
the Party. Thc words 'state', 'nation' were always replaced by the word 
'people'. Thus we had a 'popular' army, not a national one, a 'popular 
meeting', a 'popular theatre"'. Thesc phrases sound quite familiar to 
us, Romanians, because in our country people have similarly been 
taught not to respect the state, its institutions and symbols, to preserve 
all their devotion, respect and fear for the Party. Kadare says: "The 
Albanians would havc gladly prefcrrcd the Albanian police to be a re
al police force, with all its characteristics, including severity or the 
rubber stick, rather than have that pitiable poli ce with half unbuttoned 
uniforms, of which no one was afraid. The Albanians knew too well 
that behind thc father figure of thc police and the idyll of the people
police relationships there lurkcd another frightening and disastrous re
ality - the real communist terror inflicted by Sigurimi. lf the Party 
had deprived the Albanian state of its authority, the same had been 
done to the police by the Security. And the same happened with all s
tate institutions without which a country cannot exist: Justice, the 
Army, Finances. This steady dissolution of the state authority accounts 
to a certain extent for thc collapse, like a rotten fenec, of the state in
stitutions, the Army and the Police in March 1997." 

Ismai I Kadare's essay is an anamnesis and at the same time a di
agnosis of the Al ban ian state during the postcommunist transition, af
ter the communist dictatorship was suddenly replaced by a centre-right 
govemment. 
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Brown-Red 

In 1999, a book entitled Red-Brown, thc Evil of thc Ccntury, came 
out in Paris, and now it can also be read in a Romanian translation, 
thanks to the efforts of Romulus Rusan and The Civic Academy Foun
dation. The author of the book, Thierry Wolton, a reporter at Libera
tion and Le Point, has published severa! important politica! essays. 
His !atest one discusses the complementary charactcr of the two devi
ations which have injured the face of the 20th ccntury, communism 
and Nazism. "Red-brown does not represcnt", Wolton, says, "a mix
ture of antagonistic ideologica! genres, and even !css a new type of 
fascism. The phrase only expresses the slide of communism into fas
cism, and_ its use is fully justified by what has happened in the fonncr 
socialist countries, where the formcr communists havc rcplaced inter
nationalism with a narrow-mindcd chauvinism, and cgalitarianism 
with racism. Slobodan Miloshevich, as wcll as thc other protagonists 
of the Yugoslav drama perfectly illustratc this slide." 
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THE SHADE LIGHT 

Meeting on the First Floor 
.2 5 Novemher 1996, 6Dealul Mitropoliei 

A colonel and a major from PPS have come to show me the or
ganisation of the new guard unit for the chief of the state, at his resi
dence and during his travels. I have not met them before, because dur
ing the electoral campaign I refused the protection and the car offered 
by PPS to the presidential runners. When it was only a few weeks up 
to the election and the polis began to show a top position for me, a 
supporter offered The Romanian Foundation for Democracy a tlat on 
the first tloor of an old house near the former Parliament building. I 
used it as a provisional seat for private meetings, which now, after the 
results have been made public by the Central Election Commission, 
have becorne somehow official. 

I take this opportunity to convokc here, at the same time, the chiefs 
of the special serviccs · RIS, EIS, PPS, the Army infonnation and count
cr-information serviccs, thc Internai Affairs infonnation services. 

Somc press agencies, taken aback by my victory in the election, 
which they call "another velvet rcvolution", have begun to speak, in a 
rush for scoops, about a possiblc attcmpt at overthrowing thc ballot 
through a coup organiscd by thc structures which are loyal to thc for
mer govcmmcnt. 

That allegation seems stupid to me not only because it fails to take 
into account the mentality of thc Roman ian military men, but also be
cause the country and especially the capital are in such a state of en
thusiasm and hopefulness (which will cause a lot of problerns forme 
later on), that any attempt at opposing the vote would be annihilated 
on the spot. I feel confident also because the information services are 
actually in the best position to know this new reality. 

Dorin Marian leads them, as soon as they arrive, into one of the 
three rooms of the tlat, where the only pieces of furniture are a desk 
and six chairs. On thc window sili there is a smoked wood sculpture, 
Saint George Killing the Dragon, which I received on 19 November. 
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At the appointed time I enter the room. Although not all of them arc 
military men, they introduce themselves according to the military 
rules. I invite them to sit down and I seat myself behind the desk. In 
a few words I express my conviction that they will make their contri
bution to the country's democratic transformation and to cnsuring the 
national stability and security. Trite phrases, yet adcquatc to that mo
ment. I promptly receive the expected answer. After fifteen minutes I 
put an end to my first meeting with the representatives of the state 
authority. 

A quarter of an hour for four difficult years. 

Black Tea 
June / 99X, Cotroceni 

In the agenda that I find every day on my desk, the personal sec
retary meticulously puts down all thc details of cvery item (the in
stitution, the position, who has asked, who accompanies ). For the 
60 minutes between 5 and 6 p.m. there is mentioned a single meet
ing. A file lics beside, with the note: aftcr using it, wc shall send it 
back. 

The meetings with the chiefs of the foreign information services 
are not followed by photographs, statements or prcss rclcascs. Thcrc 
is a different kind of communication, according to a custom frcquent 
in the West: once a week, thc prcsident invites the chicf of thc exter
nai information service to tea. Somctimes a part ( not a ncgligible onc) 
of the country's image or attraction, thc crcdibility of an administra
tion depend on thc colour or the fragrancc of that tca. Ycars ago I rcad 
the mcmoir of the French information chicf who had compctcntly and 
faithfully served De Gaulle, and that madc mc cxpccl thc fivc o'clock 
meeting with lots of intercst. I lis prcscnt-day succcssor, an intclligcnt, 
cultivated and distinguished person, presentcd to mc al the end of the 
meeting a meda) on whosc reverse side it was writtcn Light Coming 
Out from the Shade. 

Whenever I look at my collection of medals, my cyes stop on the 
dark golden-tinged colour of that medal and on thc inscription cn
graved on it. What light? From what shade'? And, cspccially, what is 
there in the penumbra? 

These are questions which, in a country dominated for dccades by the 
SECURITATE (already an intemational term), were very urgent in 1989, 
are still asked today and will be asked for a long time from now on. 
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The Co/our <~l Faith 
Seplemher 2()()(), Sydney 

The same as other state prcsidents, I have come for two days to the 
Olympic Games in Sydney, to bc together with the national team. I 
choose to attend the rowing competition, though there are at the same 
time other more spectacular contcsts. Rowing draws my interest because 
it is a hard sport, practised by people who train for years on end, now on 
an almost frozen lakc, now in stitling heat, without any supporters to ad
mire them and raise their spirits. Two of the protection officers, who were 
Olympic champions in rowing, told me what it means to train in solitude 
up to the farthest limits of physical and psychic endurance. Through an 
impressive cffort, thc Romanian tcams win thrce gold medals. While the 
winners are making for thc podium I send them the national flag, which 
was taken off the mast in front of my residence in Bucharest. We sing 
Romania's anthcm togcthcr and tears of joy run on the competitors' wind
hurnt faccs. Thc p1 imc minister of Australia who is prcscnt in the stand 
shakcs my hand and tells mc he was imprcssed not only by the number 
of medals, but a Iso by the eamcstness with which all Romanians present 
sang thc national anthcm. 

Does patriotism exist anymorc? I bclicvc that, unfortunately, aftcr a re
al culturc of patriotism was rcplaccd for a long time by a national-commu
nist demagogy, today it is oftcn stitlcd by a cynically cxhibited indolence. 

I had to re-organisc thc information serviccs on thc fly, and I re
aliscd that, if wc wanted to clcarly dclimit their activity, which creates 
so much fascination, fear and suspicion, wc had better leave oul the 
externai picturesquc aspccts and begin with what ensures the cohesion 
and the force of thcsc institutions: patriotism. Pooh ! again pompous, 
cmpty words, some may say. As wc needed a landmark, I started from 
thc idea that the special serviccs, as well as the Army, can become 
competent in carrying out their tasks only if they were inspired by a 
true patriotic education. Unlike many other citizens, for whom the 
homeland is a rather abstract notion, the military regard it as a con
crete thing, which must bc dcfcndcd at the cost of one's life. They have 
to belicvc truly in what givcs a rationale to their career and finally to 
the choice betwecn life and death. 

An cxamplc, or rathcr a counter-example, which I have found hard 
to comprehend, is the way in which the Soviet espionage has managed 
so oftcn to be successful: not so much as they succeeded in buying 
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somc top rank people in thc Western serviccs, administration or the 
press, but especially as they found Frcnch, British, German or Ameri
can citizens who had a blind faith in communism and did not consider 
they were betraying their country; therefore they began to serve un
conditionally a so-called new world order that was supposed to ensure 
everybody's happiness. Some recent research has demonstrated that 
many spies of the K.G. B. collaborated with the Soviets not only for 
money, which was rather some accessory. They did it for an idea. At 
the same time the Soviet information officers wcre cducated towards 
an exalting spirit of patriotism which was ultimatcly ridiculous but 
proved efficient during the wholc Cold War. 

I doubt that this kind of fanatica I adhesion can be revived în Eu
rope, but it has to be replaced by the belief in a systcm of values for 
which it is worth fighting. On thc other hand, if some authors have 
praised the acts of betrayal on behalf of communism, wc must also ac
cept and justify the actions of thosc who, Iike Mihai Pacepa or Liviu 
Turcu, abandoned Ceausescu's Securitate and dcfected to the Western 
democracies. 

There arc a lot of remarkable pcople who serve thcir country. They 
can also be found in the information services, whcre no one meets with 
public glory. Losing thc agents abroad is not mcntioned publicly. It 
happened that I advanced to the rank of general somc officers whosc 
names had to be published in Monitorul Oficial. Yct, it is not the real 
names that appeared thcrc. For them and for thcir familics it was e
nough that the President of thc country kncw who thcy wcre ... 

Early or Belated Congratulations? 
March 199 7, Bucharesl 

Thc first visit to RIS and thc first contact with thc pcoplc there at 
their work place. The director, Virgil Mâgurcanu, givcs a salute and 
accompanies me into the meeting hali. Thc icy atmosphere in that 
room strikes me. The moment I stcp in all thc participants risc to thcir 
feet in deadly silence and expect I teii thcm to sit down. Aftcr thc di
rector reads his account, the dcpartment chiefs ask in turn for permis
sion to begin and to end their activity report. At onc moment, during 
my rather stern speech I say the words I congratulatc you, speaking 
about one of the actions which were mentioned as accomplished in the 
report. Suddenly, all of them rise to their feet at attention and utter in 
a single voice: I serve the homeland. The former words arc uttered, 
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according to military tradîtîon, when the chîef of state ends hîs speech 
on solemn occasîons, such as when the final results are reported. I put 
an end to my speech. From now on l shall utter them more carefully, 
at the rîght time. 

I was blamed, especîally by some of my supporters, that I did not 
accomplish a reform of those services. It is time to answer them now, 
l believe. 

The changes în the Romanian Information Service after 1996 may 
not have been suffîcient, yet they were substantîal. Between I June 
1997 and I May 2000, 91 O officers were put în reserve; among them, 
5 generals and 570 colonels and lieutenant colonels. 1130 new offi
cers were hired în that interval, of whom 98 per cent were under 35 
years of age. A Iso, 19 chîefs of central unîts, 24 chîefs of cour ~ec
tîons, 66 substîtutes of central and county sections chiefs, ov. ·00 
sector and bureau chîefs were changed. Thîs îs indeed a radical . ,uf
tl îng of the RIS structures - as concerns both the members and the 
leadcrship. lt amounts to more than 3100 positions, between I June 
1997 and I May 2000. Some may say now that l am hiding behind fig
ures. Yet, în what other way mîght you do a more accurate analysîs? 
Over threc thousand new people în three years means, I belîeve, quite 
a lot for an înstitutîon that docs not have a very largc pcrsonncl. Of 
course, besîdes thcse posîtîvc aspccts therc werc many other things 
whîch should have been donc but were not. 

Those who thînk that în four years the secret servîces can be com
pletely reformcd arc eîthcr fools or pharisccs. Noica observed that, 
just as în mathematics, any solved problem îs accompanîed by a re
mainder. The fact that you havc îdentîfied thc remaîndcr îs a good 
starting poînt: you know what you were not able to do and what must 
be done în future. 

Boys in Black 
July 2000, Bucharest 

I pay an officîal visit to the new underground training centre of 
the RIS anti-terrorist brigades. According to the schedule I shall make 
no speech: I shall shoot at a target whîch is placed în complete dark
ness, but îs visible în the înfrared. A day before I practised under gen
eral Degeratu's supervîsîon, wîth the new pistol Glock, with which the 
anti-terrorist team has been endowed. The demonstration încludes 
some well-known elements from action films. In the last episode life 
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beats the film: the team members shoot with war ammunition at a plate 
placed on their commander's chest. Thc commandcr is, of course, 
wearing a bullet-proof vest, but his head and hands are not protected 
in any way. The plate is turned to pieces by thc team's accurate shots 
and I am positive that their full confidence in the commander and his 
confidence in them, apart from their professional training, account for 
the fact that thc RIS anti-terrorist brigadc is rankcd among the most 
efficient ones in Europe and in thc world. I may say that thcir achieve
ments as a deterring force have been obvious. In the four years of my 
mandate, in Romania there have been, fortunately, no important ter
rorist attacks. When Ocalan was arrested, there occurrcd no serious ri
ots in Romania, as in other European countries. This is due to the fact 
that from the very first attempt at law breaking, the rcsponse was hard 
and the mcssage was cicar: in Romania it is not good to engagc your
self in terrorist activities. Ali the organisations with a tcrrorist bent re
ceivcd that messagc and thc feed-back was not missing. 

The E_ff'ect ,~f Gamma Rays 

Thc most important duty of the information officcrs' silcnt army is 
to defcnd state secrets. This thing should be carcfully analysed, as dur
ing the communist regime defcnding thc state secrcts was a pretext for 
reprcssive actions. Thc rangc of the state secrcts was vcry wide at that 
time: it was pushed on to include thc cxprcssion of pcople's frec 
speech, and this becamc, cspecially in the last ycars of communism, 
thc main concern of thc Securitate. Thc information officcrs' wholc 
work was mcant to prcvcnt thc peoplc in thc country and abroad from 
lcarning the truth about thc lifc standard and thc social-politica) rcali
ty in Romania. 

I bclicvc that nowadays wc cannol spcak anymorc ahout secrct
mania, as long as thcrc is a very narrow rangc of protcctcd informa
tion. Thc objcctive of thc informat ion scrviccs is to dcfcnd the infor
mation of strategic intcrcst for Romania. On thc othcr hand, some 
spread the idea that cvcrybody must know cvcrything, which means 
that therc should be no state secret anymorc. Thcsc pcople say that in 
Romania thcre is nothing to hidc, cvcrything will finally bc found out; 
this exccssive transparcncy has becn misinterpreted as a conquest of 
democracy. The draft of the State Secret Law has been attacked quite 
often, because some have preferred to sec only the constraints in it. 
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They overlook thc fact that thc European Union and NATO will not 
accept us and will not cooperate with us in a normal way as long as 
wc are unable to control our state secrets and thus do not prove we can 
protect the secrets of our future strategic allies. 

People usually have a false perception about this sensitive subject, 
owing to the lack of proper information. In 2000, in accordance with 
the provisions in the European Union integration documents, an Infor
mation Agency came into being within the Ministry of Externai Af
fairs. Such an agency exists in all countries which expect integration 
into the European Union, and it has nothing to do with information 
gathering, which is moreover forbidden through its own statute. Seme 
made a great fuss about the creation of the tenth secret service in Ro
man ia. Let me say clearly that in this sensitive field we did not want 
to invent anything, becausc inventing is highly risky. Within the 
process of Euro-Atlantic integration we create, at an institutional and 
strategic levei, cxactly what thc rnember countries already possess. 
This is valid also for the State Secret Law, an indispensable organic 
law. We did not managc to havc it pass through Parliament and to 
promulgate it during my mandate because the draft had some flaws, 
which I pointed out in duc timc, and also because Parliarnent did not 
consider it to bea top priority. 

Who /s Changed, W/w Stays'! 

Most information scrviccs in thc world tend to protect themselves, 
and one of their bas ic principlcs is: presidents go, ·the services stay. 
They gathcr information about cvcrything and cverybody. The amount 
of informat ion stored is always much greater than what they supply to 
their official beneficiarics. Anothcr fact is that in order to protect and 
store the rcally important inforrnation, they supply to the beneficiarics 
a great amount of insignificant items. 

I must confess that for four years I was fed with a hugc amount of 
unsorted and irrclcvant information. Thc purpose is threefold: first, to 
show you that they do work very much (well or less well, anyhow it is 
an active structure); secondly, to suffocate you, so that after a while 
you do not read anything anymore, and scnd it to the aides, who get 
suffocated in their turn, and so on; last, and most serious, they manage 
to conceal things of utrnost importance in the heap of trash. 

The NI F case is a very good example in point. Whenever a crisis 
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occurs and the infonnation services are blamed, they send over a jus
tification report which claims that thc state organs have been infonned 
severa I tirr'les in that respect. So it happened in the summer of 2000 in 
the NIF case. RIS informed thc public opinion that the Government, 
the National Bank, Parliament had been let know about NIF's situa
tion. As a matter of fact, all the information about NIF had been s
lipped among other files containing trash infonnation. That is not only 
incorrect, but also hannful practice. 

I asked RIS to draw up periodically data synthescs, as well as sec
tor analyses. During the last part of my mandate I noticed the quality 
of the analyses and of their style improved obviously, which is con
nected with the activity of the young officers, with modern education 
and conceptions. 

In special cases, it is the obligation of thc information service chief 
to inform the president on the significant issues. I have a feeling that 
between 1990 and 1996, President Iliescu was lcft in thc dark severa! 
times. As far as I am concerned, I bel icvc Lhat up to thc la st day of my 
mandate the infonnation services provided to me corrcct and impartial 
data, even when it was known who would take power afterwards. 
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RESPECT FOR THE LAW AND JUST/CE: 
THE STORYOF A FAILURE 

Aux porte.,· de /'Orient 

In thc early 20th ccntury, a famous French lawyer, Raymond Poin
care, who at thc cnd of World War I was to becomc· ·the President of 
France, arrived in Bucharest for a famous corruption trial. He came to 
know thc Romanians' mcntality on that occasion and uttered the well
known words: Nous sommcs aux portes de l'Orienl, ou tout est pris a la 
legere. 

I do not know whcthcr thc Frcnch people ever heard Poincare's s
tatement, and anyhow, if thcy learned it, they forgot it the next day. 
On the contrary, thc Romanian intellectuals took it over, made it pub
lic and kept it for thrcc quartcrs of the century, as they all considered 
it as emblematic for our way of thinking and acting. 

After almost a ccntury, in thc spring of 2000, othcr French lawyers 
arrivc in Bucharcst. Now an affair which seems to belong to a detec
tive novei or film bccomcs public in Paris and Bucharest. 

The Paris Administrative Tribunal which tries the cases related to 
regaining moncy duc to thc Frcnch state, launches an invcstigation for 
regaining the unpaid taxcs for some exports to Romania. A Frcnch C

itizen, the owncr of thc company, is arrcsted and during the house 
search the policc gcts hold of the original copies of the transportation 
documents which confirm thc export to Romania, as well as his in
volvcment in other affairs. The Tribunal requests the Romanian Public 
Ministry that a special commission made up of French prosecutors 
should pursue thcir investigation in Romania. The commission hears 
witnesses in Bucharest, reads documents and finally states that all is 
about the expedition of posters and electoral materials for the 1996 
campaign of the thcn president: all these things have come into Roma
n ia without the payment of customs taxes, which means stealing from 
the pockets of those to whom the beauti ful slogans on the posters were 
addressed. 
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The cntry into Romani a and thc reception of thc electoral materi
als were acknowledged by the man who signed for thcrn, stored and 
used them - he is a high official, the chief of the Presidential Admin
istration between 1992-1996 and the treasurer of the former party in 
power, which in 2000 was the main opposition party. 

The beneficiary of the goods, the former president of the country,I 
admits that the materials (posters, books) were received, but serenely 1 

declares it all is a matter of sponsorship. However, a law promulgatedi 
by the same man in 1995, when he was president. stipulated that any! 
electoral sponsoring by a foreign citizen or other foreign source is il-i 
legal; this seems to impress no one, though a new electoral campaign 
is drawing near. 

Things get more complicatcd whcn the hearings made by the 
French prosecutors in Bucharest and in thc Constanta port bring into 
relief that thc company which editcd thc posters was connected with 
other ones that imported and exported petrol fraudulently. A lot of ii
legal acts come to Iight: embezzlements, changing thc goods destina
tion, changing the names of the importers and exporters in documents, 
transfers of funds to various fiscal paradises. The French prosecutors 
insist in their job and a trial begins at the High Court in Paris: its ob
jcctivc is regaining over a million dollars, which represcnts thc cost o 
the electoral materials delivcred and not paid for in 1996. 

More and more branches appear and a ncw invcstigation file is creat
ed by the prosecutors at the Romanian General Prosecutor's Office, in 
which there arc put together the documents related to thc smuggling o 
petrol into Bosnia-Herzegovina during thc war in that rcgion. 

The inqucst, which lasts for several years. shows that a hugc 
amount of petrol is involvcd: tens of trai ns wcnt from Roman ia into 
Yugoslavia through the Jimbolia station. To all this a ncw file is added, 
and that investigation shows the embargo was also broken in the same 
period by means of a pipe through which thc petrol wcnt to Yugoslavia 
directly from the Timisoara "Solventul" plant. 

The sensational thing is, though, that alt petrol delivery during the 
embargo, in 1993-1995, was organised and superviscd by the Roman
ian Information Service. 

The station master claims there was an order of the Ministry o 
Transport; the guards and the Customs refer to the orders of the Min
istry of Internai Affairs. 

The then chief of the Information Service admits that petrol trans-
222 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



R1111w11ia.· o case st11d\' 

ports werc rnade, but claims superior orders. Checking the documents 
of the Country Defencc Supreme Council, the only institution which 
could grant such authorisation, rcveals that therc is no such document. 

Other documents come to light, yet, that is receipts and pay orders 
which point that RIS receivcd rnoney, over a rnillion dollars, for the 
services of supervising the transports during the whole period. The 
chief of RIS at the time has become meanwhile the president of apo
litica I party and irnpudently declares that all the charges and the evi
dence are but the resuit of poli tical scheming. 

Ali the documents, testimonies, other evidence arc convergent on 
one thing: lots of fraudulcnt transports were certainly made - tens of 
trai ns. The hundreds of waggons that made up those trains are even 
now in Yugoslavia, as the Ministry of Transport acknowledges. Yet. 
the investigators rneet with an unexpected difficulty: how can those 
deeds be juridically qualified as smuggling. The crime of smuggling 
refcrs to thc transports madc through other places than the official cus
toms and by persons who atternpt to cheat the authorities. Well, this 
tirne the transport was made right through the customs place, with the 
perfectly co-ordinated co-operation of thc Customs representatives 
and the Frontier Police, under the supcrvision of the Roman ian Infor
mation Service, in accordance with the orders given by the Ministries 
of Transport and of Internai Affairs. This is a case which the legisla
tive body could hardly havc foresecn. 

The invcstigators bcgin to panic whcn they learn frorn the docu
ments and from the RIS otlicers' statcments that the trains also includ
ed waggons which carried military matcrials. 

In the meantirnc, the investigations carried out in France and the 
statements made by thc company registcred in that country reveal new 
information, of a politica] nature. One of the parties which had a quick 
rise in the opposition at the beginning of 2000 was actually rnade up 
in Paris, and then on Deauville beach. lts leaders admit that they ben
efited by costly trips at the ex pense of the French company. The docu
ments also reveal that sorne important leaders of the main opposition 
party, the former party in power beforc 1996 that had rnuch chance to 
win the 2000 election, enjoyed some stays at expensive hotels in Paris 
and other cities. 

The Yugoslav officials kcep uttcrly silent. Miloshevich is still in 
power, no one speaks. Instead, many persons from that country who 
were supposedly involved in the Jimbolia or the "Solventul" smug-
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gling were assassinated or dicd in shady circumstances. There is no 
great echo in the West either. The Western press, which oftcn fishes 
for scandals in Bucharest, has no significant reaction this time. Of 
course people talk about the involvement of some intcrnational organ
isations' high officials in this dirty story of the embargo breaking, but 
no one wants a serious discussion of that subject. The poli tical leaders 
only tackle the topic fleetingly. This is an electoral year, it is the time 
of ploys, betrayals, negotiations, there are other prioritics than the 
breaking of the law. 

While I was the president of the state severa I European-type laws 
against organised crime were passed and promulgated: The Law for 
the Prevention and the Punishment of Corruption Activities, The Law 
for the Prevention and the Punishment of Dirty Money Washing, The 
Law of Bankruptcy. So there is a legislative basis, which incriminates 
all thc investigated deeds, but this seems to impress no one. 

On the other hand, the politica! opposition does not waste its time. 
In accordance with the medical principie that a bothering pain can be 
removed by a more violent pain in another part of the body, there sud
denly occurs the collapse of a national investment fund, the victims 
are sent to the streets; they are surprisingly well organised and make 
use of thc known tactics: demonstrations, blocking the roads, violence. 
The Government is accused that it does not return the money to thc 
dcpositors, the lattcr set a car on fire in front of the Government build
ing, and after thc well-known scenario, that kind of news hits the head
lines in the newspapers, on television, on the radio. The thinner and 
thinner ncws about the petrol smuggling is quickly forgotten. 

I urgently require data about those who founded and managed the 
National Investment Fund at local and central levels. Surprise! In al
most all counties the managers wcrc former Securitate or information 
service members. Meanwhilc the Fund's money went stealthily to 
some organisations connected with the main opposition party, which 
was in power right when the break of thc petrol embargo took place. 

Any attempt to talk about the danger and the range of the mafia 
system, which generated until 1996 thc petrol mafia and all kinds of 
business in Roman ia (some of thesc cases wcrc thoroughly investigat
ed, and thcn punished by Justice), is countered with this answer: why 
do we discuss that only now, in an electoral year? As ifjustice or truth 
were dependent on the moment when the investigation takes place. As 
a matter of fact, they are, because according to the century-long his-
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torical tradition of our country we always wait to see who is the 
strongest. 

Another well-known objcction: even if it is true, why should we 
spoii the image of thc country? What will the other countries, EU or 
NATO say? Asif they did not know the truth better than anybody else. 
Just as in the cuckold story, the Romanians are the only ones who do 
not know it. Fortunately, those countries and organisations are well 
aware that between 1997 and 2000 our pledges regarding the embargo 
were observed to the last detail. 

Ali is not about the country's interest or image, but the interest and 
image of those people who were involved. They are helped along by 
the huge manipulation capacity of the mass media and the intluence a
gents, but above all by the old practice of hiding the dust under the 
carpet, which has so deep roots in the collective mentality. This ex
plains better than anything else why all my calls regarding the impor
tance of justice, of observing the law, find only people with closed 
cyes, blocked ears and out of use brains. 

The polis show that the former government party, now in opposi
tion, rises steadily: the low people have to pay the damage. Finally 
things happened as expected. The opposition won. After the election, 
the prosecutors who were in charge of the investigation were soon re
moved or menaced; the General Prosecutor himself was replaced. 

More than a year has passed sincc the new president and the new gov
cmment took power. The former chief of the Administrative Service of 
Romania's Presidency, the main hero in the electoral posters story and the 
party treasurer all that timc is again appointed at the President's Palace as 
chief of the administration. The fi Ies about the electoral materials, those 
about the Jimbolia petrol smuggling and in general all files are perfectly 
sealed. Nothing is said anymore about them, and a pardoning law is being 
prepared, from which many should benefit: the representatives ofthe bank 
mafia, petrol mafia, ship mafia, chemical fertilisers mafia, and in general 
all kinds of mafia, who were under investigation, were tried and con
demned during the four years when [ was president. 

The Night of the General.\' 

Thus true history, too true to look real, whose actors have been top 
politica) persons, businessmen, secret service officers, diplomats, 
which unfolded in luxurious settings or in exotic provincial stations 
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and brought onto thc stage smugglers, sex, wcapons, crimcs, trials, 
and so on, seems to havc an obscure, indefinite cnding. 

A trite scenario, you will say. In fact such things occur cverywhere 
in this world. 

Ycs, of course. Yet, really good films or books bcgin only at this 
moment, when usually a ncw character enters the stage. A loncly man, 
who believes in justice. He may be a policeman, a detective, a judge, 
often a newspaperman, or just an honest-mindcd pcrson. In the far 
from rcality films whose setting is between thc Carpathians and the 
Danube everything can be ncgotiated, cverything can be arranged. The 
local scenarios are similar to the rapes that end with financial agree
ments, when in extreme situations compromise and criminal associa
tion shake hands al the marriagc between the rapist and thc victim; if 
the investigations have gone too far, an abortion is arranged by the 
partner who wants to avoid a scandal. 

Ina film with great stars, The Night of thc Gcnerals, a prostitute 
is killed in Paris, and thc suspects are four German gencrals, of whom 
one is Hitler's favourite. During the dramatic moments of the war end
ing, the Paris insurrection, repression and terror, a German prosecutor 
and a French policeman collaborate to find thc criminal; thc investiga
tion procecds despite the enmity bctween thc two countries, and jus
ticc is finally donc. 

That story has a deep mcaning. It is about the fundamental rela
tionship bctwcen justicc and power. lt is about what thosc who serve 
justicc and thc political powcr understand by thesc notions. 

He Swear.,· He Does Not Stea/ 

How was it possible? How is it still possihle'? I have to admit that 
the public opinion's failure to respond bewildcrcd me. I have been 
searching for explanations for a year and suddcnly things that passed 
unobserved by me acquire new mcanings. Thc lack of respect for law 
and justice, for moral norms în general, is with the Romanians a his
torical cvil, and wc have, unfortunately, passed thc boundary between 
communism and democracy, thc boundary bctwecn the millenniums, 
holding it tight in our arms. 

That lack of respect, as well as thc proliferation of theft and dis
honesty in general, cannot possibly be removed only by the President, 
the Government or Parliament. Nor by the policc, tribunals, or pris-
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ons. lt has been provcd that private property and democracy are not 
suffîcicnt. That lack of respect is too deeply rooted in the collective 
mentality. Until family, school, the church, culture, the opinion of the 
street, of the villagc and thc district do something, this disastrous real
ity will not be changed. 

"A nation loves its laws, because laws are its customs", said the 
author of The Spirit of Laws and he added that "Mores have a greater 
contribution to a peoplc's happiness than laws''. What are these mores? 
They are mere everyday events which we pass over and do not care 
about. A friend told me what he once saw on a trolley bus. A young 
man tore away the handbag of an elderly woman who stood at the back 
of the bus and began to make his way forward quickly to get off at the 
next stop. Upon the desperate cries of the old woman, for whom the 
pension money meant her survival, a stout man caught hold of the 
thief, gave back the bag to the poor woman, and then kept seizing his 
arm in order to give him in to the Police at the first stop. Meanwhile 
the opinion of the passengcrs who had turned the bus into an ad hoc 
courthouse had changed: "lt's all right now, the money has been given 
back to the old woman, Jet him alone. He's young, he's made a mis
take, maybe he's starving, will you ruin him and give him in to the bas
tard policemen?" So many of us have heard such commcntaries! A 
well-known film director pointed out that the first rhyme our children 
learn at home or at the kindcrgarten is "Curly-haired little dog/ Steals 
lhe duck from the coop/ Though he swore he never did it/ He was 
caught - duck in his mouth". Somebody else mentioned that often a 
parent tenderly addresses his child as You, little thief. These examples 
from children's life lower our talk into derision, you may say. It is pos
sible. Yet, where is thc serious part of the education we provide for the 
new generation? Where is thc mother's advice, "Be honest, my child"? 
Where is the priest's resounding voice, which utters the Biblica! Com
mandment "Thou shalt not stea)"? Where is the tale of honesty which 
the teacher should read aloud from the school book? 

"lt is a well-known fact", said C. Rădulescu-Motru in I 936, "that 
in our country, laws, which are duties contracted through the repre
sentatives of the people's majority, are not observed. They are not ob
served by those who make thern, nor by those for whom they are made. 
ln principie, one may say this fact is due to an insufficient education 
of the people. Yet, in our case the reason is different. In our country 
laws are not observed as in this way our subjective individualism man-
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ifests itself straightforwardly. For thc Romanians, not observing the 
law is a title of glory and power." Today, thc criminals' namcs, written 
in a huge font, make the newspapcrs' hcadlincs: Ion Popescu has killed 
in cold blood, Vasile Georgescu has mugged someonc, Stefan Ionescu 
has committed a heinous rapc, as i f their outrageous deeds had brought 
them suddenly among the nation's VIPs. On thc othcr hand, we read 
such incriminating titles as: the Rornanians stea), policcmcn kill, pupils 
are drug-addicts, Moldavian women practise prostitution, as if the Ro
mani an nation were made up only of criminals. A common feature is 
that all details are given about thc crirnes, almost nothing about the 
punishments. Who can sift the chaff from the wheat? 

In 2000, when Romania was afflicted by a tcrriblc drought, one of 
the worst in a century, I went oul to thc countryside to see the corn 
which was getting scorched because thc irrigation system was out of 
use. We cannot do anything, the spccialists said, shrugging their shoul
ders. Right after 1990, evcrything was stolen away, all copper, iron, 
lead pieces wcre taken out and carried away, cverything that could be 
sold. Yet, these things did not happen in the dark of the night, in se
cret, but in daylight: the villagers did sec that in their neighbour's yard 
there gathered metal pieces which could not have grown there, for no 
one had opened iron, copper and lcad rnincs near thcir house. Al the 
same time other people were zealously puncturing thc petrol pipes and 
stealing huge amounts of that public assct, ruining thc harvcst and the 
environment, endangering the life of thc pcople in the arca and cven 
their own lives. No one protested, no one filed any information, even 
when it was obvious that the thicvcs wcnt hand in hand with thc 
guardians and the policc, bccausc it is just kind of us to help one an
other, isn't it? 

Shockcd by the dimcnsion of such dccds, I lct rny indignation burst 
out în a televised message about thc gcncraliscd thetl, but the echo of 
my words was insignificant, and the prcss found onc more chancc to 
blame the failure of the president's anti-corruption campaign. It was 
as if the president had had to guard every pipe, in cvery district and 
village, at every street corner or in cvcry forcst, in order to pul an end 
to the hundreds of thousands of thefts, found out and not found oul, 
which are perpetrated every day, in the context of the indifference of 
those whom I can hardly call "citizcns". 

'True citizen zea)", says Montesquieu, "means thc wish to see that 
order prevails in the state, it means the observance of laws, the fair 
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administration of justicc. the magistrates' efficiency. True citizen zea) 
means loving the laws. cvcn if they contain provisions which are not 
favourable to us, it means thinking of the people's good they ensure, 
rathcr than of thc individual hann they may cause to us sometimes." 

In Romania, the law is something which îs observed when it 
brings you some advantage; otherwise it is shunned, it is changed or 
ignored. The financial ploys which generated today's fortunes through 
the use of legislative gaps, the preposterous assimilation of the ciga
rettes' customs regime with that of the medicines for infants and old 
persons seem to me less dangerous than what is occurring now. For 
the lack of law îs to be preferred to the breaking of the law. The con
fusing laws of thc 1990-1996 period, as well as the politica I domina
tion of Justicc by thc nco-communist structurcs yet opened the road 
for a future evolution of thc legislative system and a superior organi
sation of the judicial one. Even thc utter subordination of Justice un
der the terror of the communist regime may, paradoxically, seem 
preferable to the obedicnce and the corruption of some magistrates, 
who bcnefit by sevcral privileges and are legally unremovable today. 
Forat that timc therc still cxisted thc possibility that dignity would 
bc rcgained oncc, togcther with freedom, while now that hope is 
brought to ruin beforc our eyes. 

When I analyse thc legislative rcform objectively I cannot help 
noticing, with bittcr humour. that thc lack of respect for thc law had 
somc positivc side cffccts în Parliament. lndced, it hclped some good 
and ncccssary laws to get through, according to the widely accepted 
idea that anyhow thcy would not he observ ed and, if they caused some 
inconvcniencc, wc would changc thcm. 

That îs why thc Romanians scem to havc some difficulty in un
derstanding that în this new century alt countries will be ranked not 
according to their technology. thcir management or their creativity, 
but to the way în which human groups will manage to observe the law. 

The Scales, the Sword, and the Scarb 

Beginning with the lattcr half of the 19th century, the imposing 
Palaces of Justice which were built în the cities of France and other 
European countries had their fac;adcs decorated with sculptural images 
of Justice. She îs represented as a Roman vesta) holding a pair of s
cales whose handlc is a sword (signifying the punishment of the 
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guilty); her eyes are covered by a scarf (which significs that those that 
judge should see nothing but the law). Dura lex, scd lcx. 

Today, in Romania, that image secms to be changing: the sword in 
Justice's hand seems to hang above her head and a purse full of mon
ey is about to tip the scales. The people receive almost directly thc 
message that provided you support the powcrful oncs your protection 
is ensured if need be, and you can get around thc law with impunity. 
From this perspective, today's Romanian society tcnds to acquire a 
tribal character: the dominant tribe, which has got thc power and the 
economic resources establishes the rulcs at will. 

A few days before he passed away, Sorin Moisescu, thc president 
of the Supreme Court of Justice and a formcr univcrsity fellow of 
mine, told me, while on the hospital bcd, what had happcned on those 
crucial days for his career, when he was prcparing to prcside the ninc 
judges' Supreme Court panel that would pass the definitive sentencc 
in the case of Miron Cozma. The trial was to takc place after the dra
matic events at Bumbesti and Costesti, and he wished hcartily I would 
not make a call, even in order to inquire about the date of the trial; he 
confessed he was so glad that call never came. 

During my presidential mandate I strictly and decply obscrvcd the 
judicial power's independence. I refrained from interfcring, no matter 
what kind of situation wc had to deal with, and this attractcd the sharp 
criticism of a large part of the public opinion, including many demo
cratic intellectuals: the latter considcrcd that for a whilc at !cast, jus
tice's independence should be suspendcd and a quick intcrvcntion for 
re-establishing the right condition was ncccssary in thc situations whcn 
the law had been abuscd. Yet, thcy forgot that a singlc brcaking of thc 
principie of state powers scparation opcns thc way f<.)J" cndlcss abusc. 

I deeply respected justice and the judges. I paid homagc to thosc 
who were corrcct, competent, honest. Now what rcmains tobe done is 
that they respect themselves and those who still bclicve in justicc. 

A Manifesto for Rehahilitating Justice 

The situation whcn individuals or entirc communities have to 
choose between defending thc prestige of thc state or the army, and 
defending the prestige of justice is not ncw in history. Thc nations that 
chose justice are today powerful and prosperous, those which did not 
make that option are weak and vulnerable. This is but natural, because 
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justice is an eterna) value, whereas the state and the army are institu
tions created to defend thc fundamental va lues of human society. 

One of the bcst-known cases when modern society was confronted 
with that dilemma is thc Drcyfus affair. A French historian has pointed 
out an interesting aspect of that case: "Though the Jewish captain Al
fred Dreyfus entered the stage as a central hero", Max Dimont says, "he 
withdrew to a secondary role when he began to plead only from the nar
row stanPDoint of the wrong that had been done to him personally". 
The true heroes wcre an army colonel and a writer, good French 
Catholics who realised that the Dreyfus affair was a case of the state's 
conspiracy against the individual. They raised their protest not only a
gainst the wrong that had becn donc to Drcyfus, but also against the right 
of the state to consider itself above the law. The Dreyfus affair, brought 
before the judges, the subject of a vote, discussed in cafes and in the 
world press, tore France to pieces from a poli tical point of view, but 
madc it come out victorious. from a spiritual perspective. 

Dreyfus's drama bcgan in 1893, when thc French counter-intelli
gcncc service gol hold of a document containing military information 
that had bcen sold to the Germans. The French counter-intelligence 
officers suspectcd that thc leak originated in their own General Staff, 
madc up a file with chargcs of cspionagc against Alfred Dreyfus, and 
arrested him. Soon after his arrest, thc General Staff found out that the 
guilty man was not Dreyfus, but major Ferdinand Esterhazy, a French 
aristocrat of Hungarian origin. Yet, thcy did not want the arrny's pres
tige to come out spoiled, so they decided to sacrifice captain Drcyfus 
and had him condcmncd to lifc imprisonment after he had publicly 
bcen disgraced and ousted from thc army. 

The case appearcd closcd, but it was re-opened owing to a career 
onicer, colonel George Picquart, who became the chief of the intelli
gence service after Dreyfus had been condcmned. By chance he found 
out that the document with the military information had been written 
not by Dreyfus, but by Esterhazy. When he reported to his superiors, 
they asked him to kecp silent. Though he was aware of the risk he took, 
he thought justice was above his personal safcty, and requested a re-tri
al of the case. The answcr was that he was scnt to the front against the 
Arab tribes where he would hopcfully Jose his life. France was divided 
into two camps - those who requested justice, and those who consid
ered the former as traitors as they were asking for the arrny's mea cul
pa. The church, the state, the army and the press sided with the latter. 
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In the new trial, major Esterhazy was acquitted, and then colonel Pic
quart was arrested himself for he had dared accuse Esterhazy. 

At this moment two persons, belongin_g to what wc are calling to
day "the civil society", entered the stage: Emile Zoia, a reputed novei
ist, and Georges Clemenceau, a joumalist of L'Aurore. Through their 
actions, the case of Dreyfus was made public again. In January 1898, 
Zola's famous letter J'accuse was published as a column on the first 
page of Clemenceau's newspaper. ln it Zoia openly accused the gov
emtnent and the arrny for deliberately conspiring against Dreyfus, be
cause they wanted to cover their infamy through fraud and the tainting 
of justice, which îs a crime of high treason against mankind. 

Upon the democratic intellectuals' insistencc, the guilty group be
gan to step back. Colonel Joseph Henry, who had contributed to the 
forging of the incriminating evidence against Dreyfus, committed sui
cide, and even major Esterhazy later confessed that it was he who had 
written the document and supplicd the infonnation. The new president 
of France ordered a re-trial of the casc, and în I 906 the H igh Court of 
Appeal acquitted Dreyfus of all charges and set him frce. He was ad
vanced in rank and the state awarded him Thc Legion of Honour. 

Asin some epilogues of modem fii ms, it is interesting to see what 
happened with the protagonists of that case later on. Colonel Picquart's 
career was brilliant. He was advanced to thc rank of general, and then 
became Minister of War; Emile Zoia was unanimously acclaimed for 
his courage to have challenged injustice, and his attitude was emblem
atic for the engagement of a great humanist writer; Clcmenceau be
came Prime Minister ofthe Frcnch republic and the chicf of the French 
delcgation at the Versailles Pcace Conference. On thc other hand, one 
of thc most famous anti-Dreyfus militants, Philippe Pctain, was the 
Prime Minister of the collaborationist Vichy government aftcr France 
was occupied by the Gcrmans în World War I I; în 1945 he was tried 
for high treason and condemned to death; latcr on the sentence was 
commuted into life imprisonment. 

The Wor,n and the Boot 

More than four decades ago, in 1957, whcn communist repression 
and politica! trials were in full swing and Justicc was trampled on, I 
was a student în the second year at the Law Faculty in Bucharest. The 
professor who taught Scientific Materialism (S. G. ), required that we 
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should choose a rcsearch topic for the scientific circle. I chose Law 
and Morals. The bibliography was well-known: Marx, Engels, Stalin, 
and a few Soviet authors who had written about the disappearance of 
the state in communism and the replacement of law with communist 
morals. ln my little attic I had a few old, tattered books of law and phi
losophy which I had bought from Talcioc, a second-hand fair at the 
edge of Bucharest, paying with the money I had gathered by selling 
my ration card. I wrote a naive and clumsy paper, in which I stated 
that it was hard to believe the disappearance of private property and 
the triumph of communist morals will cause the absence of theft and 
crimes (at least passion murders); it began with a motto from Kant: 
"lf you stoop to considering yourself a worm, you cannot complain in 
case someone tramples on you''. 

The professor of materialism had recently come to the faculty; he 
was a man with a very good politica! position. I was surprised he in
vited me to his place to comment on my paper. He opcned a bottlc of 
red wine, fi lied a glass forme, then anothcr. "Read it in the seminar as 
you have written it", he said. 

Though it had no particular effect, I continued to be concerned 
with that topic and again chose law and morals as the theme of my de
gree pa per. I suspect that the chair of the Theory of the State and Law 
department, an old man and a former illegality communist, never read 
it. As I had got high marks in the previous years, he marked it with 
eight; I tried to get highcr grades in the speciality disciplines. 

Justitia fundamentum regnorum 

At the Law Faculty courses werc delivered every year in a differ
ent auditorium; on walls, abovc the desk, therc were written apothegms 
in Latin. On thc exterior walls of the building others were carved. Un
der the dark communist repression, the aphorisms of Justinian, Cicero, 
Horace appeared to me similar to the Bucovina monasteries frescoes 
in which the Middle Ages yeomen could see written the precepts of 
the Holy Bibic. I managed to understand them little by little, with the 
help of the Roman Law assistant professor, a distinguished and culti
vated lady: Ius est ars boni et aequi; Iuris praecepta sunt haec: hon
este, vivere, alterum non laedere, suum cuique; ludicis est semper in 
causis verum sequi; !ura civem nosse oportet gave mea deep sense of 
people's social organisation. 
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While I was having my first adolescence cxperiences, I also un
derstood that the Roman Law made up a unitary system of civil, crim
inal and administrative norms which ensured a stable framework for 
everyday human relationships, the certitude of the rights' preservation 
in future, and, through the principles of the tried casc authority and 
the laws' non-retroactivity, the certitude about the rights which had 
been gained in the past. Outside all this, there is abuse, uncertainty, 
chaos, boundless terror. 

That is why the Roman Law has been and is one of the pillars of 
European civilisation, accepted by all educated people in this world. 

As for us, Romanians, we have preserved from our Roman ances
tors, under the Empire's ashes, the inheritance of the Latin language. 
the traces of old roads, the ruins of some strongholds, stores of vases 
and coins hidden in the country's carth, and maybe thc melancholy of 
a great exiled poet, kept in a boundlessly rich lyrical vein. 

Yet. we have preserved very little of the respect for the law, the 
rigour of justice, the organisation of the Roman administration, which 
have been the landmarks of European spirit and which more recent 
peoples, coming from the vastness of the Far East, havc adopted more 
thoroughly and eamestly. 

In a dialogue with Antonia Constantinescu, published in the Lupta 
rcvicw, no. 87, in October 1987, that is twelvc ycars before the fall of 
communism in Romania, Mihai Botez stated that thc Romanians have a 
long tradition of living outsidc the law: they havc ncver taken it scrious
ly, and Roman ia, to the best of his knowlcdgc. is thc only country whcrc 
laws are passcd, and then decrecs are passcd for the laws tobe applied, 
and then indications arc givcn for thc dccrccs to come into action. 

Twclvc ycars after 1989, things do not scem to havc changed. On thc 
contrary, after the 2000 elcction, thcy appcar Io havc worsened considcr
ably. The Prime Minister, Adrian Nastasc's statement that thc solution in 
the justice fi Ies to which I rcfcJTcd above has been given by the popular 
vote at the Novcmber 2000 dection is a blatant invitation to justicc ob
struction. An even more scrious fact is that thc indication has been obeyed 
and nothing has been heard of those fi Ies anymorc. 

It is this attitude towards laws and justicc which kccps us outside 
Europe, at the gates of thc Orient, where evcrything is taken easily. 
where the law is good only whcn it offers you some advantage. 

Above the entrance to the Vienna pa Iace of cmperor Franz Jose[ 
Cicero's maxim is written: Justitia fundamentum rcgnorum. '"Justicc. 
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the pi Ilar of statcs" îs thc principie which traces the boundary between 
thc stable Western socicties and the labile Eastern countries, which 
can return any moment to the regime of arbitrary leadership. We are 
st iii outside that gate and it is not the exemption of passport visas that 
will help us to get through. 

A Saxophone in an Empty Room 

ln Francis Ford Coppola's film, The Conversation, the hero, acted 
by Gene Hackmann, lcarns by chance about a crime and then comes 
across the tentacles of a mafia network. Following the creed of those 
who fight for the American dream of justice, he defies the omnipotent 
network and re-establishes the truth. The end of the film shows him 
alone, playing the saxophonc in an empty room. 

My father, son of Ol ten ian peasants, came to Bucharcst in order to 
read Law and becomc a judge, to administer justice. He finished up 
reading and practising agronomy, which was nearer to his peasant tra
dition and his material resources, but he conveyed to me his desire that 
I graduate from the Law faculty and become a magistrate. 

My maternal grandfather, who lefl: his Transylvanian shepherd vil
lage and became a rich man in thc capital, gave me his first name and 
his library. He wanted to leavc me also the tlute which had helped him 
to carn his living, playing at thc Romanian Athcneum and on the ra
dio, after the communists had confiscated everything he had gathered. 
Yet, I refused him, because thc tlute required long hours of practice. 

I have never regrettcd that I obeyed my fathcr's wish to read Law 
and that I sharcd his faith in justice. Grandfather's library has been 
highly useful in my lite, but now I think, with melancholy, that in a 
society in which justicc sounds hollow, the flute would have been of 
great use to me. 
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THE FELT DICTATORSHIP 

The Legislative Way of Living 
June J()() I, Ba/aton 

At the beginning of thc 200 I summcr, during a mceting near Bal
aton with the President of Hungary, Ferenc Madi, he told me about 
his book, The Postcommunist Change through Legislation, for which 
he had worked many years in the West and in his country. 

As [ benefit from the experience of thc recent years, it is clear to 
me now that progress and welfare do not depend on the gross domes
tic product, the inflation ratio, thc payment balance deficit, but on thc 
way in which human societies will manage to respect the law. 

[ remember that in 1991-1992, when [ was a visiting professor at 
Duke University, in the U.S.A., my colleagucs thcre wcre speaking 
with a lot of consideration about a Duke profcssor, John Hallowell, 
the author of the book The Moral Basis of Democracy. 

The fundamental idea in thc book is that the democratic way of 
living can bc cnsured by thc socicty's relationship with thc law. Thc 
most important thing is the bclicf in rcasoning and thc debatc as thc 
cxcmplary means to find thc bcst policy, within a framcwork of sharcd 
principles and objcctivcs. 

To this wc must add thc scnsc of civic rcsponsibility, so often ig
norcd. "I f politics arc dirty, it could very wcll bc thc fault of thosc rcfus
ing to accept responsibilitics incumbing from thc fact that they are citi
zens. Thcy scem to think about politicians: lct them compromise their 
conscience in your place, and, mcanwhile, look asidc. You can cultivate 
your ideals in intimacy, whilc politici,ms undcrminc thcm in public". 

lf you do this for a long timc, you will probably find out (as wc 
did, who lived under thc communist dictatorship), that thcre is too lit
tlc comfort in some ideals which can ncvcr bc uttcrcd cxcept in onc's 
privacy that excludes cvcn onc's childrcn. 

One Flew over the Cuckoo 's Nest 
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In order to emphasisc his idcas, Hallowcll contrasts them with the 
opinions he found in Arnold's book, Symbol of Government: its au
thor outlines a cynical philosophy for the so-called humanitarian politi
cians. "From a humanitarian point of view, - says he - the best gover
nancc is that in a madhouse. In the case of such a governance, the doc
tors do not clasify the ideas of the madmen into different sciences, 
such as law, economy or sociology, and they do not initiate them into 
the labirynth of these sciences. They do not discuss with the madmen 
about the relevance or non-relevance of their ideas; their purpose is to 
make the instituionalized fecl confortable and ensure a good function
ing - to be read as peace. It is obvious that when we succeed to see all 
citizens as pacients needing a psychiatric therapy, only then we will 
be able to achieve a real progress in solutioning economic and social 
problems. 

Yet, a few legitimate questions arise: How will we teii the psychi
atrists of the society from the patients-citizens? Who will be the pa
cients and who will be their supervisors? And if rcason is of no use in 
scparating just from un just principles, or true from false theories, then 
on what basis will we separate the mass of the ill population from the 
sound minority'? Probably, thosc being psychiatrists will be the first 
pretending they are healthy. We, the rest, will have to patiently givc 
into their concern of making us fee) as confortable as can be. 

lf wc should apply a politica I labei - says Hallowell - for qualify
ing the administrative organization of such a madhouse, I believe we 
could call it benevolent despotism". 

We remember that in Roman ia the theory of the enlightened des
pot was launched in 1992, in a famous speech at Oltenita, made by the 
then president of the state. The experiment had already been made in 
1990, when the intellectuals who did not understand how the hospital 
had to be managed and disagreed with the applied treatment were 
quickly taught their place by the paramedics looking like police force 
and the nurses looking like miners, so that everybody might live in b-
1 iss and peace. 

The Tyranny of Masses 

Montesquieu said that "the superiority of a free people consists in 
cvery one's certitude that the whim of a single person is not enough to 
take away one's fortune or life". 
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If this positive force. which originatcs in pcoplc's consciousness. 
does not exist, it is no longer necessary to impuse dictatorship by forcc. 
For the goals of dictatorship are accomplished through thc agrecment 
of the oppressed. The peoplc givc up powcr willingly and accept tobe 
beaten, lied to, robbed, both as mcmbers of the community and as in
dividuals. This is what I should call the thick fel! dictatorship, which 
sets in and lasts when it benefits by popular acccptancc. Today's Ro
mania would be a good case study in this respect. 

One of the reasons why a democratic government must be consti
tutional, relying on laws, is. as the authors of thc American constitu
tion stated, the necessity to block the way of absolute will, no matter 
if it is the will of one pcrson, severa! or many pcrsons. The unrc
strained rule of the majority may lead, as John Adams and the other 
founding fathers of American democracy rcalised, directly to the tyran
ny of masses. I f democracy mcant nothing but giving the rulers every
thing they desirc, then would it not bccomc hard to distinguish from 
fascism or communism? 

As a form of govemment, democracy rclies un the support ofthose 
who are governed. The same applies to the act of justicc in the states 
governed by law. Truc conscnt is a positivc force which originates in 
an inner conviction. lt diffcrs from mere passivc acccptation. That con
scnt, Hallowell says, is the basis of government only with thosc na
tions which have a community of valucs and intcrcsts, in which some 
fundamental values, shared by all individuals and groups, arc positive
ly affirmed. 

Going back to the rclationship betwccn democracy and the state 
bascd on laws and justice. a minority will agrcc with the temporary 
rule of the majority not only because they hopc one day they will bc
comc thc majority in their turn. hut also hccausc some common inter
ests arc above partisan interests. Dcmocracy collapscs whcn that com
munity of values and interests falls apari, when thcrc is no more com
mon understanding of the fundamental principlcs and goals, when thc 
participants no longer attempt to integrate thcmsclves into the state, 
but try to become the state itself. 

Somc disappointed liberal intellectuals tend to hclicvc that if prin
ciples are wrongly translated into practice. thcy arc a mere trap. Thcy 
seem to find no more a middle way bctwecn an cxccssive optimism 
and an equally excessive pessimism. lf thcy cannot he idealistic any
more, they become cynical, and the bitterness of cynicism betrays the 
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depth of their disappointmcnt. 
lt was fashionablc amidst intellectuals to insist that Law is only 

an arbitrary convention, that only force can actually solve the conflicts 
among our preferenccs. lf it is illusory to believe that there is a forum 
of reason and consciousncss which is able to pass judgment on the d
ifferences among us, thcn there is no alternative but to submit to the 
use of force. In this fight, it is not the wisest reason that wins, but the 
strongest fist. 

So what? For the timc being this does not touch me and it is not 
my problem, most people think. More and more often I remember the 
verse of a little German song from the time when in that country 
Nazism set in: "When a neighbour was arrested, I said nothing for he 
was a Jew./ When another neighbour was arrested, I said nothing for 
he was a social-democrat or a liberal./ When I was arrested, there was 
no one to say anything". 
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ROADMAP 

Make up 
19 .'\/o\'emhe1; 1999, Istanbul 

The break for the final statement of thc OSCE summit is longer 
than expected. Negotiated yestcrday, the statement needs a clear a
greement of the Russian Federation to withdraw the troops from 
Transnistria. At the huge round table, by alphabctical chance, I sit be
tween Russia and Portugal. I exchanged smilcs with a rather absent
minded Eltsin and talked a fcw vcry cordial minutes with prime-min
ister Guterres. Eltsin spoke among the first. Zoe, who sits right behind 
me, next to the Russian presidcnt's suite, has not noticed that on the 
huge screen that shows to the hali the show all telcvisions transmit 
livc and will repeat al) day long, she appcars, bccause of the filming 
angle, right behind Eltsin; while he is speaking, she bent down to pick 
up her pen out of her bag, shc pul down something, added a touch to 
her hair. Without turning my head, I writc her a note that she is on 
CNN live and I can sec on thc scrccn how shc is struck dumb. 

On the steps warmed by thc sun, wc laugh al the incident and ex
change impressions. During the confcrcnce, Eltsin gol very angry be
causc of some sentences uttered by Clinton. The American president, 
gifted performer of specchcs conforming to thc great tradition of 
America 's democrat presidents since Roosevelt, has prepared a show. 
When he reached the topic of Checlmya, he stan~d Boris Nikolayevich 
in the eye and cjaculated pathetically: "In 1993, whcn, on the tank in 
the Red Square, you faced death in the name of freedom, we were w
holeheartedly by your side; we would likc to do the same now, in the 
name of freedom." Listening to thc translation, Eltsin sweated pro
fusely, took a paper napkin, wiped his face, crumpled it and threw it 
forcefully on to the table, wherefrom it reached me. The white napkin 
was now an intense pink from the make up that camoutlaged the pale 
face of the president. He no longer needed the make up now. He was 
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red with anger. He tried to stand up and leave the hall ostentatiously. 
The seven Russian diplomats behind him, as if especially chosen to be 
short, started begging him not to leave in the middle of Clinton 's 
speech. Like a mad bear, he started mumbling that the hosts had of
fended him, that he had been told to speak only five minutes, that the 
American spoke more (not true), why didn't they silence him, why did 
they let him? The ambassadors, the counsellors, specialists in his del
egation soothed him down, promised they would object, till Clinton 
stopped at last and nobody could keep Eltsin any more; he stood up 
and went heavily to the exit, followed by a swann of short, panicky 
courtiers. 

We were now waiting for the resuit of negotiations in view of the 
final statement. The ambassador Liviu Bota, firm and competent, had 
already let me know that there had been no objection to Romania's 
candidacy as OSCE president in 200 I, which had been accepted by all 
delegations, so we could wait calmly, enjoying the autumn golden 
mornmg. 

Between Scylla and Charibdis 

I met Romano Prodi for a last conversation before Helsinki, where 
we both hoped Romania would be included in the beginning negotia
tions. I was looking forward to that meeting. Ever since I had met him 
in Dublin, as president of the Italian Council of Ministers, Prodi had 
been a direct, warm and sincere interlocutor. Like an academic to an
other, he had told me with disarming sincerity: "Caro presidente, ltaly 
loves Roman ia, but do not be duped, we plead in favour of your inte
gration not because of that Iove, but because it is in ltaly's interest to 
consolidate the south part of NATO and the eastern border of the Euro
pean Community, so you can rest assured we shall not change our mind." 

I ask Zoe Petre if she remembers whether in my electoral cam
paign, carried away maybe, I have ever talked about starting negotia
tions with the EC during this tenn. She confinns I have not, our inter
nai estimations do not see such a possibility before 2005. lt seems they 
may start in 2000. lt must bea politica) decision of the EC. Economi
cally we have to go a long way. But the EC is a large politica) body, 
after all, which the economy has followed and served. 

Romania behaved as a partner of the Alliance against Milosevic 
and this is a first resuit. The OSCE presidency means we are recog-
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nized as a mature democracy, anJ lhe EC will open ils gates. ll is up 
to us to step in. 

When it cornes to rny mimi how many Limes I have passed lhrough 
Scylla and Charibdis during the lasl year, how many limes we could 
have becn shipwrecked, the sun of Bosphorus is no longcr so warm. I 
closed lasl ycar with the fceling lhal I had a fcw esscntial goals for 
this present year and a lot more for many following ycars. I had 
reached the conclusion that we would have to fight hard to keep on a 
good track and defcat all opposition to our victory. 

Looking back it seems obvious that 1999, drawing to an cnd now, 
was a year of criscs. The most violent was thc tirst onc, whcn in Janu
ary thc miners assaulted Bucharest again, in a nightmare thal had hap
pened before. lf I had not had the force to appeal to thc arrny, if the 
army had not supported mc, if presidcnt Iliescu had not stopped his 
men at the last minute from supporting this coup d'ctat, if thc civil so
ciety had not bccome cfficiently active, if thc al lied lcadcrs had not 
supported me ... 

Romanian socicty ought to apprcciatc bcttcr thc fact that on two 
important occasions - thc mincrs in wintcr and thc NATO offcnsive in 
spring - thc leaders of thesc part ies, who scemcd to know nothing but 
argue and serve themselves, forgot all argument and showed an exem
plary behaviour, scrving their country at all risks. They wcnt back to 
lheir own pctty gamcs afterwards, but that is another matter. lt was 
just like thc time when Dej had thrown in jail people who had never 
secn cye to eyc - liberals and peasant-party members, Grcek-Catholics 
and Orthodox, intcllcctuals and soldicrs - and thcse people found it in 
them to stick togcthcr and be more dignified than some of thcm would 
have bcen under bettcr circumstanccs. 

After thc mincrs' failure, rny politica! opponcnts tried othcr 
weapons. As carly as the miners' revolt, PDSR - rcprcscnted by the 
arrogant, melodious voice of Adrian Nastasc - conncctcd their ap
proval of rcjccting the rniners' attack with a public announcement of 
anticipatory elections in thc autumn of 1999; he evcn insolcntly tried 
to prove the impossible, namely that such an announcement would 
havc been a sign of stability and poli tical maturity to large financial 
institutions, NATO and thc EC. After the failurc of the motion in No
vcmbcr 1998, after the miners' failurc in January and Fcbruary, parlia
mentary offensive started again, alongside with important social move
ments, announced by PDSR since the previous spring and rather 
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menacing. The miners had spent their golden handshake money and 
our hope to make them act responsibly proved to have been an illu
sion. The situation was a Iso menacing in Brasov. The risk of bankrupt
cy în Galati was high. Against this shaky background, there was polit
ical inciting all the time. 

There came more and more signals: the opposition leaders made 
aggressive declarations, PDSR was preparing to commemorate 70 
ycars since the Lupeni strikes (which occasioned lectures about the 
crimes of the peasant party government in I 922), Miron Mitrea - ex 
trade-union leader, now PSDR leader - was in touch with those who 
had led for almost I O years the trade-unions (in 2000 they would also 
bccome members of parliament or PDSR ministers). When the trade
unions announced a general strike for April 23, the day of the Wash
ington NATO Summit, it had become obvious that it was all a politi
cal maneuvered. Zoe Petre announced me about this declaration and 
did not know how to react: April 23, the day of the general strike, was 
a Sunday. Several days later, the opposition noticed the calendar and 
announced the same strike one day further. 

At the same time, PDSR called the opposition togo on parliament 
strike. The Businessmen 's Association led by Dan Voiculescu, whose 
media trust had pleaded for solidarity with Milosevic, asked me to dis
band the govemment and hand the country over to them, as they were 
prosperous businessmen, had proved good managers, which was what 
Romania needed. I tried în vain to explain to them didactically that 
governments were elected and could not be replaced by wise men 's 
councils which had not been voted for by anyone. That îs the rule. No 
one was willing to understand it, though. They got very angry and an
nounced they would go on financial strike on the same day, April 23rd. 
We were paying our externai debts and the country's billionaires were 
paralyzing the system. 

Yet we made it. The coalition did not yield to this shock. We called 
to Cotroceni representatives ofthe govemment, parliament parties (ex
cept PRM, which was denied some trifling matter and refused to show 
up în consequence), trade-unions, employers - a very important insti
tution, after a European model, was active at the time (The Social and 
Economic Council, the first organization for three-sided dialogue: 
govemment, trade-unions and employers), economic and politica) an
alysts. I had met most of them beforehand and I knew that no matter 
how criticai they might be, they did not approve of parliament strike 
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or anticipatory elections. Most of thcm understood that what mattered 
was Roman ia 's position in Washington and joined us. During the con
ference of both government and opposition no dccision was reached 
concerning all kinds of strikes and even more, I managed to focus on 
Romania 's esscntial issue, thc la\v of private propcrty, which became 
the priority of the President, Parliament and Govcrnmcnt. 

In spite of that decis ion, in spite of the following talks, the mes
sage addressed to the Parliament, more talks with parliament parties 
in Septembcr, we could hardly move a little bit the law for reposses
sion of rural property; nothing as far as buildings wcre concerned. 

We managed however to avoid the politica! and economic general 
standstill that had menaced us. Thc Washington final declaration men
tioned Romania again on the first place among the candidates to prepa
rations for NATO adhesion by means of Membcrship Action Plan. 

Recovery ofthe weak patient 

Talks with Larry Summers, at the Trcasury - the American equiv
alent of the Ministry of Finances -- , with IMF and World Bank, end
cd on August 5th in a press release which congratulated Romanian au
thorities on their effort to improve the economy, long-existing struc
tural weaknesses, and the stand-by agreement was signed, followcd 
by 73 million dollars. 

The World Bank approved of thc PSAL I programmc to reorgan
ize industry, thus correcting those long-existing structural wcaknesses, 
which were mere figures for the foreign institutions but which were 
daily life to mc, lives of miners, workers and cnginccrs who worked 
in vain in institutions they had oncc respccted and which had now bc
come chronic weaknesses. The PDSR encouragcd their anger and 
aimed it al us, who were not lying - as thcy had been lied to before -
but telling thern the truth. 

In the meantime, the Ministry of Financc -- honcst, strong, ener
getic Remes, whom I had not appreciated enough bcfore - and Mugur 
Isarescu - excellent in his profession, thinking of thc National Bank 
as the main support of the Roman ian State - workcd day and night for 
an equally important victory - paying the externai debt in time. lt was 
a miracle that we managed that too. Romania proved to bc reliable and 
beginning with next year reimbursement becomcs bcarable. 

The devotion, intelligence and encrgy of people like Remes and 
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Isarcscu is what I call patriotism. It gave them the strength, courage 
and passion to carry oul their plans well. I am astonished that so few 
are like those two, or like many anonymous beings whom I value for 
both their work and their discretion. What can urge those who under 
false pretences bring about miners' revolts, civil war possibly, inabili
ty to pay, poverty and humiliation? 

The Priest :" Dream 

The crises in 1999 might have led to disaster. lf the miners had 
reached the capital and Vadim Tudor had proclaimed the revolution
ary council - which was his dream but not his alone, since at the pub-
1 ic television microphones had been brought out into the yard so that 
Miron Cozma might address the nation live -- , Romania would have 
been swallowed for God knows how long by civil war. I would not 
have given up th~ power invested in me by the elections, the govern
ment would not havc given in cither, civil society was determined to 
put up a fight; I wonder about thc Police. The Army had been firm in 
its reaction but for how long? Forcign ambassadors wcre packing al
ready. Bosnia was a step away. 

We may well wonder what NATO's reaction would have been. 
Risky action was on its way only a short distance away and we would 
have been a second front, beforc thc first had been started. We may well 
wonder how Hungary would have reacted if a PRM governmcnt had 
menaced the Hungarians in Romania. What would Hungary have done, 
with a young, energetic prime-minister, fresh out of the elections that 
supported his radical nationalism? And Ukraine? Bulgaria? I know from 
recent cxpcriencc that no ally is certain, a common vision is necessary. 
Who would have sharcd thc vision of a miners' Romania? 

Fortunately, the miners' failure were the end of coup d'etats in Ro
mania. State institutions passed that test, with difficulty but for good. 

What would have happened, I wonder, if, avoiding civil war, we 
would havc slippcd into strikes and a standstill of the parliament? Had 
thc two been succcssful'? Wc would have failed to pay our externai 
debt, which would have disqualified us in international financial life. 
Mugur Isarescu once told me: 'Bankers never forget.' No NATO and 
no EC negotiations for decades to come. We would have become a 
marginal country, torn apart from Europe, a victim prey to fury or 
paralysis. 
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We won, though. To quotc Clinton, we kept atloat, and even madc 
progress. The price does not matter now, and not many paid it. 

I remember the fable of the pri est praised by his tlock for his holi
ness, rewarded by God. As the priest was as poor as a church mouse 
and his village just the same, a passer by asked what his reward had 
been. He was told one night the priest had dreamt the church had fall
en down. He woke up and prayed and prayed, and the church is stil! s
tanding to this day. 

The Constantinople palace is in the sun, we are waiting to hcar 
Roman ia 's becoming OSCE president confirmed. A trip down memo
ry Jane, and an opportunity for self-irony. I am 60 today. 
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NOAH'SARK 

leave."i on the Snow 

Dan Pavel tells me he has made up his mind to write a book about 
the Romanian Democratic Convention. He will use the rcsearcher's 
tools, will take into account not his own prejudices, feelings and spite, 
but facts, documents and the tcstimony of the personalities who played 
a role in founding COR and supporting its activity. 

As I am preoccupicd with my own books about the history of tran
sition in Romania, I hcsitatc when he asks me to answer a good deal 
of questions and to supply to him the documents I have gathered in 
my personal archive fund. First I suggest answering thc questions in 
writing, but he insists on a direct interview, in which the interviewer's 
role of probing the participants' memory i-s extrcmcly important. He 
was right. I owe to Pavel 's probing capacity the retrieval in my mem
ory of lots of cpisodcs I had forgotten about, and the time we spcnt to
gethcr was forme a good opportunity to clarify somc things on which 
I had had not enough timc to ponder when I was caught in action. 

I am looking forward to thc publication of his book, a very useful 
confrontation betwecn the infonnation in various documents and peo
ple 's opinions, and I do recommend it to all those who desirc to know 
the recent history bettcr. I am not going to engage in a scholarly analy
sis of COR here. lts place îs not în this book, whîch îs rather a mixture 
of memories and reflcctîons. However, I would Iike to make some re
marks as clearly as possîble. 

In politics, as in lîfe, the really important things are pretty simple. 
They can be reduced to an alternative which sometimes brings into re
lief the primacy of onc option. Things become complicated at lower 
levels. People use a huge amount of intelligence and energy in minor 
combinations, which are put in the service of individual vanity and in
terests. COR was a major politica) project, having a decisive influence 
upon Romani a 's history at the end of the century. 

It was a politica) cxperience which took place between November 
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1991 and December 2000, that is for ninc ycars. From thc last COR 
protocol (Decembcr 2000) almost two years havc passcd. I have read 
the politica! commentaries very attentivcly and have waitcd al! this 
time for the politica) analysts and the historians to assess objectivcly 
this phenomenon which brought about a lot of pol itical, economic and 
social changes, which were good or less good, but anyhow radical as 
compared to the situation in the half a century that precedcd the COR 's 
existence. 

COR appeared and developed vigorously in Romania owing to 
three factors. First there was Doina Cornea 's initiative to found the 
Romanian Antitotalitarian Forum and thcn to transform it into COR. 
Secondly, there was Corneliu Coposu's vision rcgarding the need of a 
united opposition, and his wise idea of looking outsidc the existing 
parties for a standard-bearing personality for thc prcsidential elcctions 
and for the executive leadership of the Alliancc. Thirdly - bccause no 
one has said that, I will do it - there was my ability of cnsuring for a 
long tenn the poli tical unity of a heterogeneous structure, its juridica I 
representation, its own voi ce on the stage of pol itical confrontation, 
and the necessary logistics; owing to the last factor there exist now its 
archives containing the documents rclatcd to its activity. Above all 
this, I led COR to victory in the 1996 local, prcsidential and Parlia
ment elections, despite the almost unanimous predictions of a failure. 
and I managed to keep in power the Alliancc of COR, the Social De
mocratic Un ion and thc Democratic Unior, of thc Magyars in Roma
n ia, during my presidential mandate. 

The violent criticism levelled against COR all along its existcnce. 
since it was founded until 2000, both from outsidc and from insidc it. 
was duc to a misundcrstanding of its na turc. Onc cannot analysc a phe
nomenon if one does not refer to its csscntial characteristics. You can
not accusc a ship that it docs not go in thc air with supersonic spccd or 
it does not turn out corn or computcrs. 

COR was conceived from the vcry bcginning as an electoral al
liance with definite goals: winning thc local clcctions in Bucharest and 
other large cities in November 1991; obtaining a high percentage in 
the presidential and Parliament elections in June 1992; winning the 
local elections at a national levei, the prcsidential and Parliament elec
tions in February 1996. 
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I took part dîrectly în drawîng up and adopting the protocols whîch 
mentîoned thc na turc and thc goals of the Alliancc, from November 
1991 up to 1996. lt îs quîtc casy to notice, no matter how biascd the 
analysis mîght be, that all thc goals in the protocol were achieved. I 
am referring here to the realistic goals, not to the fictitious ones, be
cause, for înstance, no one would have îmagined that in 1992 we could 
win the presidential electîons. Therefore the fact that I reached the sec
ond round in the confrontation with the then president and I got 
4,641,207 votes, that is 38.56 per cent, was an unexpected success as 
compared with the results in 1990. 

Play-off 
27 June I 992. 9 Demetru I. Dohrescu (lormerly Onesli) Str. 

Corneliu Coposu, Prcsident of COR, goes downstairs briskly from 
thc room on the first floor whcrc the 67 clectors, representing 17 po
litica! parties and civic assocîations belonging to COR, have deliber
ated and voted in thrce rounds. He announces thc voting resuit: the 
winner is Emil Constantinescu, who is now the single COR candidate 
for president. He hugs me with îrrcpressible joy (for which Ion Ratiu 
will never forgive hîm). Ali the othcr candidatcs congratulate mc with 
perfect fair play. The tlashes blind me. The journalists, who have been 
waiting thcre for eleven hours, are crowding on me from all sides with 
the mîkes rcachîng out for thc first "hot" statement. A superstition has 
made not prepare any statement în advance. Anyhow, I was the only 
one who considered I had a chancc to win. I thank thc COR electors, 
who are exhausted, too. The participation in the preliminary contest of 
somc wcll-known personalitics proves COR 's capacity to offer real 
values to voters. I will try to contribute to the cohesion of COR and 
thank the Civic Alliancc, thc Univcrsity Solidarity and the parties 
which havc honoured mc with their confidence. That will be all. The 
salvo of questions continucs. I am immune against pressure and black
mail. My campaign will bc a constructive one. Much to my surprise, a 
reporter from thc Roman ian Television invites me to the evening ncws. 
I will have for thc tirst timc the opportunity to address the Romanian 
nation, and, furthcrmore, live, in prime time. I had already had the 
chance to speak in front of large gatherings: on 29 April 1990, in the 
University Square, where therc werc tens of thousands of people, then 
on 15 November in the Rcvolution Square - more than a hundred t
housand people were in that place. Even if I could not make out their 
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faces (sometimes all I could see in the dark were the torches), I knew 
that the participants were therc because they confided in us or hoped 
to find something different from what they had been offered before. 
Now, on the opposite side of the screen therc are also thc indifferent 
ones and those who already hate me only because I will compete a
gainst the man they support. 

Arriving at the Television building I enter animated by a strangc 
feeling. I had got used to considering the (so-called Free) RTV as 
something deeply noxious, had participated in demonstrations and 
gatherings against manipulation and censorship and spent long 
evenings in front of the barbed wirc that isolatcd the Tclcvision prem
ises from those who had come to die defcnding it in Dccember 1989. I 
am met by Cornelius Rosianu and remember his presence there in De
cember 1989. Before and after. My prescnce in the studio still seems 
unreal to me. I refuse tobe made up. It would he a sign of frivolity. I 
am astonished by the outspoken sympathy of thc camerarncn who 
wave to me from behind their rnachines. They might be the men in Iu
ga 's trade-union, I say to myself. I know that the few words I am go
ing to say will be widely broadcast and will bccome the subject of 
much debate. Try to jot down some ideas on a scrap of paper, but give 
it up. I' li use as a starting point one of Havel"s phrases which had fas
cinated me back in 1990: "thc powcr of the powerless"."We'II fight'". 
I say, "not to reach power, but to reach that point whcre thc only pow
er will be thc power of law and the only will - the will of the nation." 
Thcy show me I have onc minute more. "I am hcrc bcfore you to rnark 
the bcginning of a road on which I" li havc to go on behalf of thosc 
who want our society to change radically. On our sidc îs exaspcration 
în front of lies and suspicion, sorrow in front of di sun ion, and revolt 
în front of corruption. On our sidc îs thc solidarity în front of thc 
provocations to intolcrance and hatred; it isn 't only the Roman ian peo
plc who want this solidarity, but also the international public opinion, 
who desires to sec Rornania as a part of Europe." Just when I had 
warrncd up, thc director tells me the intcrview îs linished, and I hardly 
have time to give a contracted smilc. Enters thc well-known Rodica 
Bccleanu: 'Tvc come to meet you, even if my heart belongs to Presi
dent Iliescu" she tells me sclf-importantly, mcaning she is doing me a 
great favour. 

The scveral minutes' interview is over. Cornelius Rosianu and 
Rodica Bccleanu see me off to thc lift ccremoniously. On the corridor 
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somc cditors pop thcir hcads out to greet me, whilc others look at me 
with reserved curiosity. I takc my leave and get i11 my old Dacia car. 
From 110w 011. at )cast for a fcw months, I will not belo11g to myself 
a11ymore. I have bccomc the standard bearer of a cause in which many 
people believe, for which many, too many, people have died, which 
some have been waiting for and others hate without even wanting to 
know it. 1'11 have togo all the way. Start the car. There is no way back 
110w. 

28 June 1992 
ln Cotidianul, 011 the first page, a cartoon. Corneliu Coposu, 

dressed as a juggler, takes a puppet with my face out of a silk hat. Lu
minita Petrescu, a reporter sent by the newspaper to cover the Con
vention elections and to write the article about Ion Ratiu's triumph, 
submits her resignatio11 bccausc her articlc was entirely changed by 
thc editors. Ion Ratiu sends mc word that he will campaign forme in 
Transylvania. Which he will do. So will Nicolae Manolescu. 

7 Novemher 1996 
Considering that for a good cohabitation with Hungarian minority 

and for eliminating al) inter-ethnic tensions, an intense collaboration 
should be set betwee11 Romanian and Magyar democratic parties, 
Roma11ian Democratic Convc11tio11 (COR) co11cluded today a protocol 
of collaboratio11 with Democratic Union of Hungarians in Romania 
(UDMR)". The parties of COR have engaged in collaborating, after the 
clectio11s in 17 Novembcr 1996, with UDMR i11 the future Parliament 
and in setting up a govemmental coalition so that the UDMR repre
sentatives to be membcrs of the Government and to participate to the 
drawing up of a common program of goveming. 

It was a historical decision which benefic effects would be visible 
during the four years ofConstantinescu's Administration (1997-2000). 

* Original document, pg. 254. 
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USER 'S MANUAL FOR VERTICAL TAKEOFF 

The Spring and the Waterfa/1 

July 2002, Cumpăna Chalet 
A pouring rain makcs us take refuge onto the terrace of the chalet. 

Atter leaving our backpacks down, one of my students asks me: 
"Professor, when you werc our age, have you ever imagined that you 

would become president'? That you would take decisions that would af
fect the destiny of pcople you do not know? Have you ever thought that 
you would bc ablc to mcct pcoplc who decide thc fate of our world?" 

ldyllic confessions: "somcwhcrc decp insidc of mc, I havc nour
ishcd sincc childhood thc idea that I would bccome president of the 
country somc day" do not bccome me. Nobody around me, not even I 
mysclf had cvcr thought of such a thing; not even during thc first two 
ycars aftcr thc Rcvolution, when many of thc idcals so far prohibited, 
had bcgun to dcfy thc ccnsorship of old constraints. 

Going through thc tcns and hundreds of leaders of short-livcd par
t ies, that havc disappcarcd as quickly as thcy havc appcarcd, is wit
ncss to thc fact that political lifc aftcr I 989 has becn populated by nu
mcrous imaginary projcctions. 

If with artists it is thc casc that thcir cal ling is obvious since their 
first years of lifc, pcoplc that come to play a certain part in their coun
try's politics discovcr thcir calling rclativcly latcr on. In Romania, as 
in thc other countrics frccd from communism in 1989, many of today's 
politicians have becn pushed forth into the arena of public life by the 
turn of events. The huge void of politica/ labourforce, partially fi lied 
with - both quantitativcly as well as qualitatively - by former RCP 
activists, has imposed more often than not in a random way, the en
trance in the poli tical life of Romania, of some intellectuals who had 
never dreamcd and who maybe had never wished for such a career. 

How Come? 
May 2001, Eminescu Bookshop 

I saw the book by Umberto Eco, Hmv to Write a Gradua/ion Pa
per? In the window of a bookshop, and eager to have it as quickly as 
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possible on my shelf, I asked someone to buy ii for me. Looking 
through it, I am somewhat disappoinLcd nol to find în thc book the c
eho of a metaphor, but the very thing announced în thc honest litie -- a 
guide for young people who are writing their graduation papers. My 
son-in-law, being concemed with his Ph.O. thesis in medicine, sees the 
book and asks it from me and after a while tells me delighted that read
ing it served him a lot and that he regrets that there are not any other 
books of this kind in Roman ia to help those who complete their scientif
ic and research training overcome the difliculties of that period. 

It was at Cotroceni that I realized the difficulties that those who 
would like to practise or at least understand politics and administration 
are faced with. lt is a field in which specialized works are not missing, 
but on the contrary I would say, exceeding. There arc many books that 
approach the concepts and there are as many American-type guides ded
icated to practicai aspects. And yet. why don 't thcy cnjoy the interest 
they deserve, except for a limited number of spccialists? 

When I was young, when I was kecn on getting knowledge in phi
losophy, and natural science ... '? 

Discourse on Method 
Fehruary /957, PictorAndreescu 17 

My grandfather's library, uscd as vitamin and antibiotic. has helped 
mc not to become thc cultural disabled person that thc ten-class high
school of the communist refonn would havc trained, howcver each new 
contact shows me the "gaps" I still have. I was ambitious, cxtremely 
proud and cager to find out ncw things în philosophy, literaturc and nat
ural sciences, so I drew up a list of fundamental works. Dealing by my
self with the authors that were among the first on my I ist led to a half 
failure. The temptation to give it up was close. Atler the first winter ses
sion at "Law", I realized that the faculty gave me cnough spare time to 
come to the lectures of the Faculty of Philosophy, but the course on the 
history of philosophy delivered by professor Banu docs not impress me 
and does not help me much either. My colleague Florin Mărculescu, 
who is by far ahead of me as far as information and knowledge, recom
mends me reading Rene Descartes Discoun·c on Mcthod. lt is a book -
he tells me - that laid at the basis of the development of rationalism, and 
had an important intluence on European philosophy, science and civi
lization over the last 365 years. After my previous mostly failed experi
ences, I expect a big treaty whose deciphering would be impossible 
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without the usc of dictionarics or helping materials. I believe that most 
pcople who know Descartes by his famous dictum Cogito, ergo sum, 
and people who havc not read yet the original paper, think the same. 
When I first came to havc it, I was surprised to see a book of reduced 
size, written in a channing and fluent manner, which in spite of the deep 
ideas statcd is easily read and enjoyed. 

What is the secret'? Thc secret is revealed by Descartes himself in 
the first part of the book: ··1 do not propose this writing as a story in 
which apart from a fcw examples to be followed, there will certainly 
be many others that many people would not follow. I hope that it will 
prove useful to some, without being damaging to anyone and that any
way, everyone will apprcciate my honesty. My plan is not to impose 
here the method that has to be used by everyone in order to better guide 
their reason, but it is only to show in what way I forced myself to guide 
mine. I know how exposcd we are to delude ourselves by judgement 
we pass about ourselvcs and how unreliable must be the judgement of 
our friends when that is favourable to us. I will be very pleased to show 
in this discourse which arc the paths I follow and to present here my 
life as if in a picture (lhey wifi he gratefidfor my honesty), so that 
everyone could judgc for themselves and that, by finding from people 
what they think about it, it would serve me as a new instrument of s
tudy, that I would add to those I usually use." 

Discourse on Method, written whcn thc author was forty-one, 
when he had knowlcdgc of almost al) important works that philoso
phy, sciencc and literaturc had created until then, is truly what the au
thor dcclares in thc vcry bcginning: "a method to form your rational 
thinking, to find thc truth in science and in life", written as a story of 
his own li/e. 

The Paper Walking-Stick 
Septemher I 992, Splaiul Unirii 5 

I prepare the Program mer for foreign policy of the presidential 
campaign together with Zoe Petre in the new headquarters of the Sup
port Committee. I am not qualţ/ied for such an activity and even less 
for thc domain of foreign policy. It is also true that I do not carry in 
my bag the marshal 's truncheon but the so call ed luggage of know
ledge - my studies of law, old readings in history and the theory of in
ternational relations, of geopolitics, and especially a keen inclination 
to Roman ia 's fate in the history of the world. 
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If I am to think which of thc rcadings bcforc 1989 are uscful subse
quently as sources of inspiration for clarifying thc vis ion on the way in 
which Romania should promote its intcrests as far as foreign policy is 
concemed, I have to stop at two books. Thc first Nicolae Titu/eseu. Diplo
matic Document.,·, published in 196 7, offers despite the sclection imposed 
by the communist censorship, a suggestive irnage of the big problems our 
country had to face during the period betwecn the two world wars, as well 
as an image of Nicolae Titulescu's ability, while he was the head of the 
Romanian diplomacy to make his voice hcard espccially in European 
problems. The second book, which was still kept in the secreljimd of the 
library of the University of Bucharest even attcr I had completed my s
tudies, available only upon approval, (which, as ii 11·as the case 1rith us, it 
need not have been official) contai ns a collection of public lectures organ
ized by the Romanian Social Institute betwcen 1923-1924, entitled Ro
mania :,· Foreign Policy. I urge any public or private pcrson, interested in 
the foreign policy of our country and in its history, to rcad this cxccption
al work published under the aegis of the "Cu/turu Na/iona/u „ Publishing 
House. Among those 19 who had delivercd lccturcs or specches thcre wcre 
great politicians of the time as Iuliu Maniu and Vintilă Bratianu, academ
ic people that have combined academic and politica! life such as Nicolae 
Iorga and Virgil Madgearu, or renowned profossors such as Dimitrie Gusti, 
Grigore Antipa, George Marinescu, 0cm. Negulescu (mcmber of the Per
manent Court of lnternational .lustice in thc Haguc) and last but not least 
Emil Pangratti (president of the Roman ian Association of the Nations So
cicty, rector of the University of Bucharest and senator). 

Listing my sources of information regarding forcign policy would 
be unjust if I would not mention thc magazine ··Lumea" ("Thc 
World"). Under the leadership of such peoplc as George lva~cu, not 
only did it break thc grey colour of communist prcss with information 
about countries, events and pcople outside the lron Curtain, but fol
lowing for decades the information about thc electoral proccss in West
ern democratic countries, wc werc able to takc dernocracy second 
hand, by virtual voting in the parliamcntary clcctions in France, the 
USA, Germany or Great Britain over the period 1990-1996. 

The Pangratti 
Ma_r 199?), Emil Pangratli 20 

I have moved to the residence meant for the President of Romania 
for five months now. When the address was announced for the first 
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time, everyone found it familiar due to the numerous ads calling for 
the public at the "Pangratti". Thc adjutants announce, for every depar
ture to the residencc, in their walkie-talkies: "Target Pangratti". The 
severe face of the former rector comes to my mind from the gallery of 
portraits at the University and [ am amuscd when asking several per
sonalities with claims about the cui ture of foreign policy if they know 
who the man that had given his name to the street was. I have never 
got any answers. [ could find out indirectly that they were not familiar 
with the book or with the issue either; I have the proof directly if it is 
still necessary that the way to posterity is linked to the name of a street 
rathcr than to the value of a work. 

My activities with the university and what life brutally taught me 
not only when I first ran for president but also afterwards, comple
mented the survival kit I set off with in exercising the foreign policy 
prerogatives of my position as president. 

Go West 
May 1992, Carol I Blvd. 34 

[n his office at the PNJ>CD headquarters, Corneliu Coposu tells me he 
has been thinking that in my new quality as the presidential candidate 
of the democratic opposition, it might be useful for me to keep a high
er profile within thc western political and diplomatic circles. There are 
only three weeks lefl. until the otlicial start of the election campaign. I 
have strong contacts with the western academic circles but [ am virtu
ally unknown to the European politicians. This is most important be
cause, as far as the presidents in exercise are concerned, the great west
ern capitals are still being reticent. The itinerary we proposed includes 
fivc important European capitals: Brussels, The Hague, Paris, Lon
don, and Bonn. I'II be accompanied, alongside Corneliu Coposu, by 
the Dreptatea editor-in-chief Ilie Păunescu - a playwright who re
turned from Germany - and by the film director Sorin Iliepiu, who 
will film and takc photographs of every event, since our immediate 
goal is - to use a currently accepted term - mass-media promotion. 

lf it :\' Tuesday, it :\' Belgium 
27 July 1992, Brussels 

The days are elapsing in a daze of meetings, reminding me of the 
mov ie !fii '.i, Tuesday, ii'.\· Belgium time. Ali interlocutors know all too 
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wcll that this is nota diplomatic im·estment. hccause I have scanty 
chances to becomc prcsident. Thcre are only thrcc wccks lcft till thc 
start of the clcction campaign. and the president in cxcrcisc won the 
previous elcctions with approx. 85 1

~
1
0. Although thcy must have been 

warned by thcir counsellors that it îs virtually impossible for a com
pletely unknown person to win the elcctions, thc politicians I meet do 
seem interested. The only plausible explanation. în my opinion, is their 
wish to verify if there is more to the politica I potcntial în Roman ia 
than the one they already know ahout. 
The debates conceming intemational politics and hilatcral relations be
tween our two statcs are following a general trend. In cxchange, the back
ground of the mectings is as ceremonious and otricial as can bc, and thc 
first-rank western press is never-failing. I am given thc opportunity to 
see what profcssional party politics and thc relation with the press really 
mean. Although my intemational credibility îs almost nil, many TV sta
tions are conscicntiously filming the mcetings, hroadcasting thcm and 
giving me the tapes to usc them în my electoral video-clips. 
In Bclgium I am rcceivcd by the Prime Minister Jcan-Luc Dehaene, 
who has only been head of the govcrnmcnt for a fcw months, by Chris
tian Nothomb, the president of the Belgian Parliamcnt - who is just 
going to have a book published in Roman ia - and by the lcaders of thc 
Flemish and the Walloon Christian-Democrat partics. Le Soir, which 
did not even record thc la test visit of the Romaniat1 prcsidcnt in excr
cise, announces its wish to intcrvicw mc. I am having Îl taped at thc 
editing office, which has bcen sending a photographcr to immortalise 
all my official meetings. The very next day în the morning I find thc 
newspaper folded on the breakfast tray. 

Heavy Weight 
/9 Jufr /991, The Hague 

ln Holland thc levei of all mcetings is equally high. I am being received 
by the President of the Parliament and thc Prime Minister, Mr. Rudd 
Lubbers, - who has been holding this position for thc past 9 years. 
The meeting with the Prime Minister. which took place at the head
quarters of the Dutch govcrnment, îs rathcr funny. I enter the room ac
companied by Corneliu Coposu. Wc all sit around the table and wait 
for a few minutes. The head of the govemmental protocol service in
forms us that the entire meeting is supposed to last for half an hour. 
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This is not a simple handshake meeting -- it is now time for seri
ous occasions (as I was going to find out for myself later, once I had 
joined in the endless series of presidential meetings ). I am asking my
sclf: what are we going to talk about in this half-hour? I do not have 
any experts with mc, I do not have any files prepped by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs or thc lntelligence Service. On the other hand, for 
over a decade, my interlocutor has been the Prime Minister of a coun
try rcnowned for its impcccable diplomatic activity in the European 
Union, NATO, European Council, OSCE, as well as in organizations 
of a more universal scope; he was a heav_nreight of international poli
tics. My nervousness wanes away as, after the door of the salon clos
cs and the journalists all retire, the Dutch Prime Minister sits in an 
armchair, lcans comfortably back and stretches his legs on a chair n
earby. Suddenly, thc atmosphere relaxes and becomes friendly. While 
admiring the palace, wc start talking about thc old and new history of 
our countrics. Ti.nc flows by. He is asking me about my chances in 
thc elections, about thc democratic parties in Romania, about the gen
eral situation in the country, and the discussion ends as cordially as it 
bcgan. Wc leave and we make statements for newspapers, radio and 
tclcvision. The Dutch television intervicws mc on a bridge overview
ing a canal that retlccts the walls of the Palacc. The interview is slot
tcd in thc evening on nalional tclevision, including the Prime Minis
ter's wclcome message; aftcr that, the interview is sent to me. It got to 
Romania befon~ I did. 

Outside the Film Studio 

The first stagcs of this comprehensive tour allow me to witness 
/irst-hcmd the impact of personal prcstige and I rcalize how impressed 
professional politicians are (politicians educated by post-war politics) 
with a man who was lockcd away in communist prisons for 17 years, 
no stranger to torture and suffering. Towards him they behave with a 
ccrtain respectful shyness, which breaks up their pre-learncd respons
cs. These peoplc, used by the rules of the diplomatic game to hiding 
their feelings decp, are suddenly unable to chcck their emotions, and 
do not perceive him as a competitor, but rather as a person who, de
spite being straight and simple, is awe-inspiring. He is not one of their 
world, he comes from elsewhere, having faced somethjng unimagin
able to them, having pulled through a nightmare with dignity. 
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With impressive simplicity, Coposu achieves something nearing 
the unbelievable - he transfcrs his prestige unto me. He transfers unto 
me, a near-nobody, his prestige and credibility, while he takes a step 
into the background. Despite the fact that he masterminds the entire 
tour, he behaves as if I am the acting president of Roman ia and he - a 
humble counselor. I respect him profoundly and I am always shocked 
when he steps back in order to allow me to enter a room first. During 
talks, he tries tobe, literally as well as in abstract, somewhere in the 
background. When the topic concems him and his prodigious experi
ence, he always succeeds in redirecting all attcntion towards me and 
prevents any rnisdirection outside thc halfle-plan. In Belgium or Hol
land, after having used this protocol approach continually, he contin
ued it even after having left the govemmcntal palacc, cvcn though the 
company was exclusively Romanian at that timc. I stopped and said 
to him: 'Mister president (for he was the presidcnt of the Romanian 
Democratic Convention), the play is over. I can fully understand we 
both have been actors in a movie written and directed by you. I ac
cept that game but now we do not need to play it.' He could not be 
moved. He was completely living his part bccause of his innate re
spect towards the presidential institution. He saw me, or wanted to 
see me, as the virtual holder of a fundamental position in Romania. 
and Coposu, with his well-grounded Transylvanian cducation and his 
pre-communist academic trai ning, was incapable of hypocrisy. 

Leuons and Reflections 
30 J11l_r I 992, Paluis de L11xemho11rg 

Meeting with the President of thc Senate, Alain Pohcr, the parliamcn
tary representative of the UFD - thc party of thc former French Prcsi
dent Giscard d'Estaing. Unlike my honourable intcrlocutors from Bel
gium and Holland, the great French Politician visited Romania, knew 
Ceausescu very well and published severa! books in our country. 
Therefore, the possibilities of a dialoguc bctter connccted to the reali
ties of Romania are auspicious. When I enter bis office I notice a largc 
glass sideboard displaying minerals. He informs me he is a mining 
engineer and his hobby is collecting minerals. 

After the meeting there îs a prcss conference. Owing to the impor
tance of the position of President of the French Senate, audiences at 
this levei enjoy the interest of the great press agencics (France Press. 
Reuters) present. 
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lt is timc tO lcarn two important lessons. The first lesson comes 
from Radu Câmpeanu. I know very wcll now that it was not by acci
dent that thc thcn prcsidcnt of thc National Liberal Party - whom my
self and other na"ivc intcllcctuals had thought tobe the hope of Ro
manian democracy. sincc wc had no knowledge of the dark sides of 
his past - had chosen thc very day I was in Paris to announce the can
didature for Presidcnt. from the part of the NLP (which had just left 
the Democratic Convention). of ... King Michael. Such a bombshell 
had undoubtedly increased the usually tepid interest of the press. Sud
denly, thc person who was being presented in Western Europe as the 
democratic candidate for the Romanian elections had as an opponent, 
proposcd by a democratic parliamentary party, none other than the for
mer monarch of his country. 

Having been informed of this from Romania, Corneliu Coposu 
tclephoned His Majesty at Vcrsoix in my presence. The King told him 
that he would 1101 accept thc proposal, so that he was rcady to set things 
straight. 

The sccond lcsson was my duel with the press. A reporter from an 
intlucntial Parisian journal askcd mea question about the "atrocities 
against thc Hungarian minority in Romania". I bclicvc it was the first 
time whcn I realizcd that a press confcrcnce was nota pleasure chat. 
that thcrc were trick qucstions and one had to be well prepared, moral
ly as well, so as not tobe caught. I remember asking thc reporter his 
name, under the pretext that I had not caught it. ln fact, he had not giv
en it. The moment he told his name, - which sounded Hungarian - I 
smilcd slightly and replicd: "Thank you for the question. I am sur
prised howevcr that our Hungarian friends havc ,iot informcd you that 
the party of the Hungarian rninority in Roman ia is among those who 
support rny candidaturc rnost decisivcly, and according to the state
ments of its leadcrs, thc entire Hungarian rninority will vote forme." 
lt was no longcr necessary to answcr the qucstion he had really asked. 
The chairman of the press confcrence gave the tloor to another re
porter, whose question was about other atrocities, this tirne against the 
Russian rninority from in the Dniester area, as well as about the impe
rialist policy of the Roman ian state. I think under X-ray his forehead 
would have said KGB in large letters. I answered that I was born in 
Tighina, on the Dniester shorc, that as rector of the University of 
Bucharest I had often visited my colleagues in Kishinev and I could 
give him first-hand informat ion, if he was interested in how things re-
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ally were. lt was a useful lesson, even if one-sided, which revcaled a 
few advantages of quick and informal answers, appreciated by the 
Western press. lt was fortunately completed by informal meetings -
much more useful - with editors - in-chief truly intcrested in Roman
ian politics, which subsequently took place in hotel lounges or at news
paper headquarters. 

Body Language 
1 A ugusl 199 2, london 

A warm day, even hot, no clouds in the sky. The visit to Great 
Britain was organised by Maurice Macmillan, member of the board of 
the Union of Right-Wing European Parties, son of Harold Macmillan, 
former leader of the Conservative Party and Prime Minister of Great 
Britain between 1957 and 1963. Thc schedule includes a meeting at 
the headquarters of the Conservative Party, in which all the vicc-presi
dents of the then governing party took part, as well as a visit to the 
Foreign Office, where I was tobe received by thc State Sccretary of 
the Foreign Office, Douglas Hurd. 

After the close of the meeting at the Conservative Party, Cor
neliu Coposu stays behind for a discussion with the vice-presidents, 
while Macmillan and I get in onc of the famous London cabs - s
mall, black and tall to make room for top hats - and head to the 
Foreign Office. Since it was rather early, Macmillan invites me to 
a small pub, where we have a sandwich, after which wc set off on 
foot, discretely escorted by two agents, for thc Forcign Office. The 
plate at the entrance reads the full name: Forcign and Common
wealth Office. I was not, thereforc, entering an ordinary ministry 
of externai affairs, but an institution which managcd the very spe
cial relationships, stil I extant, between the former metropolis of an 
empire large as the world and most of its former colonies, many of 
which are now important states on the world map. I had read two 
years before that the Foreign Office was crcatcd at thc cnd of the 
I 8th century, and the construction of the main buildings which now 
hold the Foreign and Commonwealth Office gcnerated in the sec
ond half of the century a hal/Ic o(st_l'/cs. The building I was enter
ing, finished in 1868, 125 years after thc start of thc construction, 
is a testimony in stone of the victory of the class ic ovcr thc gothic 
style, and paradoxically, over the Byzantine style, which was also 
proposed at one time. 
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After crossing the threshold I was impressed by the sumptuous 
interior, so unlike thc traditional British simplicity. Walking up the 
steps of thc monumental staircase leading to the Secretary's office with 
Macmillan by my side, with whom I had had a pleasant chat, I found 
myself lowering my voicc, as though I were reluctant to disturb the e
cho of the footsteps of thosc who had climbed these stairs coming from 
the remotest corners of the immense Commonwealth. Great people 
from New Zealand, Australia, the great countries of Asia, North or 
South America have becn climbing these steps for over a century. I 
said to myself that the lavishness of the ornaments was deliberate, so 
that those who used to come from the far-off colonies should be O\Cr
whclmed from thc vcry start by the greatness of the British empire. 
Every step I climbed, I straightened by back the more, bccause, at that 
moment more than during any other meeting 1 had had, I realized that, 
though only a candidate, I was running for a fundamental institution 
of the state which reprcsents the Romanian people. When we were 
greeted by Secrctary Hurd. I found myself shaking his hand in a 
solemn manner, a little too solemn for the informality of the occasion. 

We sat down. The discussion was rather uncasy at first. I would meet 
Douglas Hurd again latcr and rcalize that he was a refined intellectual, 
author of some charming 11m·<!ls and very genial. But then, seated in his 
chair in his office as head of the Commonwealth, he looked very stiff. I 
unwittingly adoptcd a similar attitude. He brought up the Romanian rcv
olution. Spcaking ofit with the abrupt sincerity of one who had takcn 
part in the event and had not read certain things, I noticed that my inter
locutor becomcs more and more interested. Whcn I was leaving, he 
shook my hand very wannly at thc door. which is vcry rare for a British 
diplomat. Body language is vcry important in diplomacy; I leamed to 
dccipher it gradually. Gesturcs otlcn show you better than words where 
you stand, what your position is in a tacit hierarchy, what your personal 
position is - below or next to that of your country in a given moment -
and how you can best serve your country. 

Deutsche Verband 
3 AuKust 1992, Bonn 

ln Gcrmany Christian Democracy has been governing for 45 years. 
Our interlocutors treat us like colleagues, in a remarkable frank and 
friendly manner. Wc fccl at home in their offices. I fee) as on a field 
trip in an unknown arca, but with a well-trained team. I can easily i-
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magine them on mountain tracks. in Bavarian shorts. wearing green 
hats with a cock·s feather. We have lunch at the Parliament restaurant 
so as not to waste time. I am more known in these political circles. In 
199 I I took part in the intemational annual confcrence held in Munich 
by the Hanns Seidel Foundation and I visited the seat of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation. I was glad to sec Manfred Woerner, the federal 
minister of Defence, whom I had met in Munich a year before. A won
derful man. I also met Theo Weigel, federal minister of Finances, and 
the leader of the parliamentary majority in Bundestag. 

Capital and Dividends 
.!a11uc11:r I 99 7, Brussels 

I am preparing with Zoe Petre and Adrian Severin the high levei 
meetings agenda for the year 1997. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is 
sending an enormous dusty documentation. Official invitations. letters 
of intention, mostly unanswered for the past ten years. I am thinking 
of the 1992 tour in Germany. France. Great Britain, Holland, Belgium. 

Now, when I am beginning to understand the ditliculty of organising 
a diplomatic visit, how busy those who occupy important positions are, I 
can hardly imagine how the project could have been carried out - a tour 
at this level, prepared within a week. is an unattainable performance. 

This impressive performance has demonstrated the respect Cor
neliu Coposu enjoyed in countries then run by Christian democratic or 
conservative parties and the importance of being supported by politi
cal families. 

Alt in alt, the 1992 tour went heyond a technical initiation. Al
though I would not win the 1992 elections. thc idea that a democratic 
and credihle opposition was possihlc in Romania gained ground, and 
this changed Romani a 's irnage of a neo-communist country with no 
perspective of change. 

My initiation into externai politics thus took place frorn top to bot
torn and not the other way round, uncommon for someone in the op
position. The relationships forged at that timc would last long. When 
the Dutch and Belgian prime ministers made official visits to Roma
nia the following years, they rcquestcd a meeting with a leader of thc 
opposition whom they knew. These requests. common in countries 
with long democratic traditions. wcre however unusual in Romania. 
But they could not be refused and this brought us closer to the style of 
western democracies. 
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When Manfred Wocrncr was elected Secretary General of NATO, 
he received me as leader of the opposition in Brussels, and similar ex
amples can be quotcd with all those I had met in 1992. 

The conclusions of thosc sudden visits to the five great European 
capitals helped me prepare, with my colleagues from that timc, im
pressive filcs on foreign policy issues. The talks I had with high-level 
officials during the following four years in the opposition were more 
substantial and accuratc bccausc of my apprenticeship in 1992. Owing 
to having carefully maintaincd the relationships, - through small but 
meaningful gesturcs - I am not unknown in the decis ion zones of pow
er in many western countrics, which will help me gain precious time 
in the difficult period to come. 

But above all I had thc opportunity of an initiation journey and a 
master. Which is not anyone's privilege. 
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WAR IN THE KITCHEN 

The Clasics Cinema 
June 200 I, Ele/ier ie 44 

Mugur Isărescu, on a friendly afternoon call. I offcr him English tca, 
made of Ceylon tca leaves from Harrod \. lt 's ruby-red and strong and 
kccps onc awakc till dawn. He brings mea presen! for my birthday, 
which happcned to be some sevcn months ago. lt 's just that ncither of 
us could find thc timc for a nicc pcaccful mccting. Now it"s herc. Thc 
prescnt is an old Dutch engraving. A flag ship. sails blown full by thc 
wind, lcading thc flec! towards victory, Mugur says. Which victory, I 
wonder'? As for now wc talk with thc relaxation of people speaking 
about the storm after thcy have landed in a harbour, about the former 
govcrnment; not about its achievemcnts, but about its style. Costache 
Teleagă state counsclor with the Prcsident's Office and the coordina
tor of its rclationship with the Executive, who attcndcd al) Govern
mcnt meetings, would draw a report of thc dcbatcs aftcr cach mccting. 
lt was a vcry special kind of report, just as he was a vcry special kind 
of man. We were group-matcs at the Law School and I know him rather 
well. He's gol a BA-dcgrcc in Legal Sciencc and Spanish Language 
and Litcrature, an MA-degrec in Politica! Scicnce obtaincd in Holland 
and France. As for his drcams, thcy havc forcvcr bccn dcdicated to 
somcthing clsc, to bccoming an actor or a writcr. Thus, his rcports arc 
a kind of one-act plays. lf he 's evcr to publish them (which secms to 
bc the fashion at the moment) we'rc in for a good rcad. A Trilogy of 
govcrnmcnt undcr the Constantinescu Administration, fcaturing thrcc 
complctely diffcrent characters, cach of which, howcvcr, in his own 
way, was the man of the day, above thc watcr. below thc watcr, resting 
on the shore ... 

I ask Mugur how he managcd to chair thc Govcrnmcnt mectings. 
He says that he prepared himsclf by rcading thc shorthand reports of 
the mectings of the previous two Govcrnments. Somc kind of litera
ture! He says that when reading the 1997 reports he was astounded 
by the obscenities Băsescu told Ciorbea and by the fact that none of 
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the PNT ministers stood up for him, while the PD ministers kept him 
under permanent fire, while the Vasile Cabinet was led by Băsescu, 
and Radu Vasile was <lown on PNT ministers. 

He brings mc to an idea. I, too, ask Mugur Ciuvică for copies of 
agendas and shorthand reports of meetings, phone calls and lcttcrs. 
When linked together they rcveal unexpected, sometimes even most 
amazing connections. It's just Iike in an old movie from the Classics 
Cinema. Whcn you know thc end you can sec better the setting and 
the actors în the middle ground and all those details which you have 
ovcrlooked upon thc first watching. 

It is an intcrcsting exercise for thosc who only go to the prcmieres. 

The Fiare 
27 Decemher /997, Cotroceni 

On my desk I find En,nimentul Zilei newspapcr on the top of the 
folder with papcrs to bc signcd. It must be something important since 
Mihaela has takcn it out from thc newspaper pile. lt îs indeed, for in it 
I read a long interview by the Minister of Transport, Traian Băsescu 
who launches a violent attack against the Prime Minister who, he says, 
chairs long inefficicnt Government mectings, îs incapable to make de
cisions, as well as against PNTCD - an obsoletc party in the Roman
ian politica! environmcnt. he says. Hcncc reform stagnation is their 
fault. 

Monday, 29 Decemher /997 
Let's rumblc! 111 the middlc of the Govcrnmc11t meeting Prime 

Minister Victor Ciorbea dema11ds of Băsescu either to resign or to take 
back his stateme11ts in the intervicw published by Evenimentul Zilei. 
Premier Victor Ciorbea a11nou11ces his agreement with the resignation 
of the Minister ofTra11sport. Break. 

Saturday, 3 January 1998, Sinaia 
I have to interrupt my vacation and come back to Bucharest for a 

TV show 011 the feuds withi11 the Govemment. 
The truth îs that as long as the governing coalition îs made up of 

three coalitions - COR, comprising severa! parties; USD, madc up of 
Petre Roman 's party and Cunescu 's Social-Democrats and the much 
more disciplined but în fact politically highly heteroclitic, since it has 
been setup exclusively 011 ethnic grounds, UDMR, it îs quite natural 
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that fcuds should arise. The public opinion, which had been used for 
decades to the "unanimity" of thc communists and thc "unity of the w
hole people" proclaimed by thcm, and then to thc PDSR monolithic ad
ministration which followcd, was overreacting to the feuds. lf you add 
to all this some histrionic charactcrs who lovcd to think they wcre tele
vision stars, at the expense of denigrating their colleagues, thc situation 
could appear to be serious before growing tiring and most unpleasant. 

The Govemment had determinedly moved on to the most difficult 
part of their program painful and likcly to encountcr obstacles. Even s
ince the winter of 1997 the total convcrtibility of our currency had en
tailed a skyrocketing intlation which had becn immediatcly brought un
der control, but by then it had already affectcd the purchase power of thc 
Romanians. In August massive redundancics in thc mining branch and 
all kinds of rather unorthodox manoeuvres as to thc famous statc-owned 
companies which were about to become bankrupt, had triggered violent 
reactions. Considerable economic interests bcgan to clash. The two me
diating bodies COCOPO and COCOPA, setup ad-hoc, their acronyms 
looking as if especially created by the Academia Catm·enrn magazine to 
be as ridiculous as possible, only managed to make one laugh, without 
succeeding to mediate real negotiations. 

On the other hand Victor Ciorbea was acting rathcr inconsistently. 
He genuinely believed în the nccessity of reform-making and knew 
exactly what he had to do. H îs honesty and rigidity didn 't make him a 
good negotiator. He would work like a slave, he had learnt a great deal 
but he would take too long to make a decision, maybc also because of 
the fact that he overworked. Indecd, the Governmcnt mectings scemed 
to be cverlasting with the premier hoping that a conscnsus would bc 
reached, which was as much nccessary as it was impossiblc. 

Two apparently minor incidents servcd to make the situation 
worse. On the one hand, as a suggcstion of the Civic Alliancc, Vale
rian Stan was appointed Head of the Control Dcpartment of thc Prime 
Minister. He was the kind of person who seemed to bc dctcrmined to 
do justice, but who had his own interests to follow with the Govern
ment. He began to openly make usc of his position more and more in 
order to break the already fragile cohesion within the coalition. He 
systematically re-opened cases through which the Văcăroiu Cabinet 
had tried to compromise the leaders of the Democratic Party, despitc 
the fact that these cases had been closed by the Public Prosecution De
partment even before the elections. He organized press-conferences 
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whenever he thought fit. în which he cxposed thc Democratic rninis
ters of the Ciorbea Cabinet for living în houses with so many rooms 
or în apartments to which they weren 't entitled, and so on and so forth. 
This enthusiasm to do justice would have been admirable, had it real
ly been an atternpt to general cleansing. But as it was, it only seemed 
- and în many cases it cven was - mere politica) teasing, with no oth
cr outcome but dissent. 

A certa în justice rnythology was created around the Civic Alliance 
to which even I had irnmediately fallen prey. Starting from the correct 
assumption that civicism means seif-sacrifice not privilege, I refused 
any exterior rnark of public office. Not only had I promised not to 
move to Cotroceni (I had mcanwhile learned that Iliescu before me 
hadn ·t lived there either) but Caramitru was trying to persuade me to 
move the M inistry of Cui turc into the Presidential residence. After the 
elcctions I consultcd a team of experts and when I found out how rnany 
billion Lei thc wholc opcration would cost I abandoncd the idea. Oth
er people did not. 

I didn 't have a tlash-light attached to my car - it's truc, though, that 
nobody congratulatcd me for it - and I think that only the drivers bored 
by waiting at the traffic-lights suddenly rcalized that I was the bearded 
man on the other Jane, waiting just as patiently as they were for thc traf
fic-lights to turn grccn. But I didn 't compcl my ministers to travel by bus 
either. I would also often walk to my office, because I wanted to see peo
ple too, not just councilors and folders. I don 't suppose I would have 
raiscd anything but irony if I had traveled to a summit on my own, scc
ond class, on an airliner. I couldn 't afford being an "original" Prcsident. I 
had to prove that I was the normal rcpresentative of a normal country. 
Travelling to Lisbon on an Antonov military aircraft or on TAROM 
planes would have made Romania look ridiculous. 

Valerian Stan was pushing to the extreme thc proletcultist rhetoric 
of some of the leading members of the Civic Alliance, which he was 
handling with great dexterity, thus succeeding to worsen the already 
bad relationships inside the Govemment. Victor Ciorbea had asked his 
subordinate in front of all his ministers not to call any press confer
ence without his consent, which was a very legitimate thing to ask, s
ince Stan was the head of the Control Department subordinated to the 
Premier. Immediately after that Stan called for a press conference in 
which he openly revealed attempts to "cover" the corrupt elements 
within the PD. Exasperated, Victor Ciorbea dismissed the new Robe-
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spierre, and then phoned to inform me of his decision and ask for my 
support. In order to a void having to face the anger of thc Civic Al
liance he subsequently madea public statement saying that I had im
posed it on him, to take this measurc. As it was what we had decide 
upon from the beginning, I didn ·1 contradict him but it really hurt mc 
to see that all ministers, including the lcaders of the Civic Alliance, 
who had watched the ultimatum presented by the PD and Ciorbea 's 
give-in, didn't take a public stand against it. 

Leaving aside these sad, even if humanly understandable minor 
instances of cowardice, the "1-didn 't-want-to-do-it-but-the-President
made-me-do-it" idea, which was far from bcing Victor Ciorbea 's 
monopolz during the four-year tenn of the Constantinescu administra
tion, is still a matter which gricvcs and irritates me because it is child
ishly untrue. What do they mean "'the Presidcnt madc mc do it"? My 
closcst collaborators would contradict me ten timcs a day; thcy would 
bring their arguments, I would bring mine if I had the timc, and if I 
didn 't - well, that was it. Sometimcs they wcre right, some othcr times 
I was right. It a Iso happcned that thcy didn 't convincc me and then I 
asked them to do as I had decided. I kncw it and they knew it that if 
our disagreement was a serious one, wc would simply go our separate 
ways. Thcy could resign and go back to thcir own business. probably 
with regrets on both sidcs. But they were my team. Others - the prime 
minister. heads of the politica! partics. MPs, or ministcrs - wercn't an
swcrable dircctly to mc. lfl succecdcd in convincing thcm ofthc right
fulness of my point of vicw it was all right. lf not. then things would 
go on as they had becn so far. Each of us had his own frecdom of op in
ion, frcedom of action, rcsponsibility. I could go wrong. thcy could go 
wrong but that didn 't mean that I could cithcr constitutionally or by 
my own nature punish thcm for not thinking likc mc. Thus, that ex
cuse of a school-boy caught cheating has ncvcr sccmed worthy of adult 
people, to me. On the other hand Ciorbea was not considcrcd an au
thcntic member of the PNCTD by many of the fellow lcaders of thc 
PNTCD. As he had but recently joined the party he was oftcn treated 
like an intruder, and not only by Radu Vasile, who had a bitter grudgc 
against him on account of his rapid ascension within the party. Somc 
well-meaning voices had suggested Radu Vasile to appoint him head 
of a District Organization in Bucharest, which scemed to me below 
the former PM of Romani a. Then I asked President Diaconescu to help 
him become vice-president of the PNTCD. He understood, even if he 
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was somewhat reluctant about it, and soit was done. This appointment 
has endangered even more cnvy, and Victor Ciorbea thought it neces
sary to show even more devotion to the PNTCD. lts effect upon the 
Government was strange: the Democratic ministers teased him for his 
exaggerated dedicatedness to the PNTCD, while the PNTCD never 
sided with him, because they were angry at having been overtaken by 
him in the party hierarchy. Somewhere between them, the Liberals had 
their own interests to mind. Ciorbea had made public his decision to 
demand the resignation of any member of the Cabinet who would crit
icize publicly the activity of the Government. Fuming with anger 
Basescu gave the insulting interview which triggered the reaction. On 
the same day Ciorbea told him to step down instantly and this is how 
the crisis started. 

Wednesday, 7 January 1998 
Thunderbolt: The National Pennanent Committee of the PD has de

cided to request keeping in office the resigning Minister of Transport. 

Thursday, 8 January 1998 
On Wednesday, 14 January the PD is calling a meeting of the 

Council for National Co-ordination, made up of over 400 people, who 
will probably adopt the most radical solution. 

During their visit in Hungary, when things had begun to take a se
rious turn for thc worse, Victor Ciorbea said in front of Remus Opris 
and the Minister for Minoritics, Gyorgy Tokay, that the PD had 
planned a scandal, and ''latcr on, some time in April or May" even their 
withdrawal from the Government, but that Băsescu had speeded up 
the events. 

The truth is that the PD had received a larger number of seats in 
the Government than their electoral percentage. Their strategy was a 
very clever one. Either they renegotiated their share with the other 
coalition parties and got even more than what they already had or, as a 
last-ditch movement, withdrew from the Government at a time when 
unpopular indispensable urgent measures would seriously have dam
aged their popularity. 

May 2002 
(I don 't believe it now, as I didn 't believe it then, that they really 

wanted to withdraw from the Government. Looking back without 
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anger I wonder what did part the fricndship bctween Radu Vasile and 
Traian Băsescu, now both members of the sarnc party. play in that s
ketch. AII in all, at the end of the crisis which caused us much more 
damage comparcd with its altogcther minor importance, what the PD 
leaders had to gain were not only somc more quite significant seats, 
but moreover, a PM they trusted and who was to support first of all 
the Minister of Transport beyond cvcry possihle cxpectation.) 

Tuesdm·. 13 Januw:v 1998 
I meet the delegation of the Union of Romanian-Hungarian 

Friendship Association Union. 
I decide to write a lettcr to the Co-ordination Council of the PD 

which meets tomorrow. I make it my duty to do so bccause I have ac
cepted the task of being the warrant of a global rcform of the Roman
ian economy and society, which the long conflicting dcbates within 
the coalition or even a break-up of thc coalition might compromise. 
Rcform-rnaking, consolidating democracy and its institutions, Euro
pean and Euro-Atlantic integration. all this united us a year ago. These 
top priorities for our national interest haven 't changed as our will to 
serve it has not changed. Whcn you play in a team what you see best 
and hurts most are the mistakes of your team-matcs. I believe that it's 
cxactly in thcse situations that wc have to stick togcther. lf this crisis 
within the coalition helps us analyze with couragc and friendship its 
tcrm of office, it could cnd in a mutual commitmcnt capablc to pre
vcnt malfunctions. 

Wednesdm·. 14 Jcmuarv 1998 
With 444 votes in favour, 15 against and 6 abstcntions thc Coun

cil for Co-ordination of thc PD adopts an ultimatum which dcmands 
the coalition partners to negoliate thc formation of a ncw Govemment 
until 31 March. Otherwise. beginning with that date the PD will with
draw from the Government. The PD does not give up but puts it off. 
In two months and a half thcre is a possibility that things may take a 
turn for the better. 

S1111day. 18 Jam,m:v 1998 
I call for a meeting with thc lcadcrs of thc coalition partics at Scro

vistea. After long debates wc decide that the Government should as
sume the responsibility in front of the Parliament for thc Act on accel-
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erating privatization. Thus thc Parliament, the only body entitled by 
the Constitution to decide whcther what we have is a Govemment cri
sis or not, becomcs thc main actor in accordance with the powers vest
ed in it by the law. 

But few of the witncsscs or even of the participants in this con
tlicting situation have proved that they understand it from a constitu
tional point of view. The newspapers keep writing CRISIS in capital 
letters and nobody wonders anymore if thc term is appropriate. A Gov
cmment crisis would have bcen the situation in which the Cabinet )ost 
its support from the Parliament. Whereas what we 're currently facing 
is just a conflict ins ide the Govemment. Passing a law under govern
mental responsibility only means two things: if the law is adopted it 
means that the Government has the required majority and can contin
ue their term of office; if it is rejected the Government automatically 
steps down and negotiations begin to form a new Cabinet. Further on, 
if the Parliament rcjects by ballot at lcast two ministerial proposals, 
then early elections must be called for. 

Monday, 19 Janua,y 1998 
I send a letter to premier Victor Ciorbea. I announce him that in 

my message to thc Parliament, I havc ca lied for the meeting of the 
two Chambcrs in an cxtraordinary session to specd up the process of 
passing the laws on acceleration of economic reform-making, and 
suggested that the debates be resumed on Wednesday, 21 January. 
Analyzing the situation brought about by the growing disputes with
in the coalition rcgarding the slow rhythm of reform-making, I con
sider it fit for the Government, in accordancc with Paragraph 13 of 
the Constitution, to take rcsponsibility in front of the Parliament for 
an important piecc of legislation regarding the acceleration of eco
nomic reform-making. I also ask thc Governmcnt to hand in to the 
Parliament more quickly the bill on establishing salaries in the state
owned sector in accordance with the average gross income, so that it 
be read together with the second reading of the bill on indemnities 
for the high officials. This bill had been adopted in both Chambers, 
but they refused to pass it. I didn 't consider it right to make raising 
the indemnities for thc high officials the priority, without consider
ing raising the salaries of the people working in the budget sector, 
too. I Jet it be known I disagreed with the quantum for raising the in
demnities, including that of the President. 
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The bill was rcturned to the Parliament. I want to sce how many 
MPs will vate în favour of revising thc bill which favours them directly. 

WeJnesJay, 21 .Janua,y 1998 
The Ciorbea Cabinet assumcs rcsponsibility în front of the Parlia

ment, assembled in extraordinary session in order to vote the bill of 
approval of the decree on accelerating the privatizat ion of companies. 

I consider early elections would havc been ill-timed at that mo
ment: reform-making had started but it would have stopped if the 
position of our country in international negotiations had collapsed 
even if only tcmporarily. The economy was stil I extremely fragile, 
so that the risks were too big. But I considercd it ncccssary for the 
Ciorbea Cabinet to get a vote of confidcnce (or to fail) by the will of 
the Parliament. 

Unfortunatcly cither of the two happened. Paradoxically e
nough, evcn if they have madc all kinds of warlike statements, the 
members of the PD vote enthusiastically in favour of the bill. But 
nobody, not even the PNTCD sces it as a votc of confidence în thc 
Government. The next day thc scandal brcaks oul again, this time 
even more violently. 

The PDSR too brings its subtle contribution to the breaking up of 
the coalition. Through Ion lliescu·s voicc they promise prospective 
support to a minority Ciorbea Cabinet. proivided that thc Govemmcnt 
and the ruling majority make a commitment not to give back any prop
crty to its owner. 

Saturda\·. 24 Januarv 1998 . . 

Adrian Nastase tells Răsvan Popescu on thc phone that the PDSR 
could support a minority Ciorbea Cabinet if the idea of retuming prop
erty is given up. 

Monday, 26 January 1998 
The same idea is reiterated by the President of the PDSR, Ion Ili

escu in a TV program: supporting a minority Ciorbea Cabinet is pos
sible but with a firm commitment - no kind of restitutio, cithcr partial 
or, so much the least in integrum. 
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aids should withdraw from the Govemment, and hand in their resigna
tions at the beginning of thc Cabinet meeting. The leaders of the party 
decide that the PD should stay in the coalition and give the Govern
ment parliamentary support. 

Wednesday. 28 January 1998 
9 a.m. I have invited Victor Ciorbea at my place, on Pangratti str. 

Thc atmosphere is now calmer and friendlier. He needs encouraging. 
lt's been over a month since Băsescu's interview and the situation has
n 't become any clearer, on the contrary, it becomes more and more 
complicated: the Democrat ministers have announced their resigna
tion but still participate in the Government's meetings; the PNL de
clares its formal support to the Ciorbea Cabinet but more and more 
leaders make public their doubts as to the sustainability of the current 
Government; within the PNTCD Radu Vasile and his supporters opnly 
display their safr„faction, while the UDMR are worried about the fact 
that the laws directly regarding the Hungarian community (amending 
the Law on education and the Law on enlarging local autonomy) will 
no Ionger be read and passed by the Parliament. 

We decide togethcr, Ciorbea and L to takc the buii by the horns. I 
will call the parties for ncgotiations at Cotroceni tonight. lf the PD 
won 't revisc thcir position unt ii tomorrow, their ministers will be re
placed. 

8 p.m. Mceting with the lcaders of the PD in the Ambassador's 
Hali. Roman 's absencc, he is in Strasbourg, thc delegation made up of 
Victor Babiuc, Bogdan Niculescu Duvăz, Alexandru Sassu, Sorin 
Frunză Verde, Bogdan Bujor Tcodoroiu (who has an amazing capacity 
of spcaking aggressivcly for hours on end getting on cverybody's n
crves) is lead by Băsescu himsclf. 

I watch Băsescu and I see him fretting. Finally, it's the scandal he 
likes. I Jet him use up his ammunition. He fires away complaining 
about poorly prepared tcdious Government meetings; inefficiency; 
desperate last-momcnt measurcs; lack of coherence; Ciorbea 's inabili
ty to deal with the disputes within bis own party; his behaviour as if 
the Cabinet werc made up of mcmbcrs from a single party, lack of mu
tual trust among thc mcmbers of thc coalition. He also comes up with 
three suggestions: Govcmment shuffle as a starting point to re-launch 
the economy; Government restructuring; Home Office restructuring (I 
wonder why Dej eu has upset them so much ). They are right to some 
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extent but I draw their attention upon thc fact that this crisis does a lot 
of damage to Romania. The people havc had cnough of this strifc and 
it must come to an end. 

In my statement to the prcss at thc cnd of thc mceting, I say that 
the situation must be solved quickly starting from the negative effects 
the prolonged Govemmental crisis has upon the public opinion in Ro
mania as well as upon Roman ia 's interests in the intcmational context, 
which are the European and Euro-Atlantic integration and the need to 
attract foreign investors. We shall see how quickly that will happen. 

11.25 p.m. Meeting with the leaders of the PNTCD, PD, PNL, 
UDMR, and PSDR. 

Thursday. ]<) Ja1111c11y / 99R 
Resigning ministers from the PD come to thc Govemmcnt meeting. 
So far the resignations have only been announccd, none of them 

has handed in a written one. 

Fog Rise.fii at Noon 

Davos, S1111day, I Fehrual)' 199?! 
At the World Economic Forum in Davos thc business and financial 

elite of the world, managers of companies whose tumovcr is highcr than 
the GPD ofmany countries are gathercd. lfyou'rc in Davos, you're ei
ther at the top, or interesting for thosc at thc top. During thc mectings 
with the business tycoons I resume thc prcscntation of arguments in 
favour of invcsting in Roman ia, which I bcgan hcrc a ycar ago and havc 
continued in the meantime on a numbcr of diffcrcnt occasions. 

The newspaper reportcrs who accompany mc in Davos arc much 
more interested in the contlicts in Bucharcst and, aftcr a scrious talk in 
which wc consider politica! stability in Romania as a guarantee for for
eign invcstment I teii them I am disgustcd by thc way thcsc politica! dis
putes damage the interests of my count1y Mediafax takcs over thc news 
correctly, but the newspapers cut it as thcy wish and thc following phrasc 
is broadcast in Romania: ''Constantinescu - disgustcd by politics". 

Mo11day, 2 Fehrua,~v 199N 
3 a.m. Otopeni airport. I retum from Davos. Thc waiting hali ad

jacent to the official lobby is filled to the brim with TV cameras and 
joumalists. Much fuss has been made about my spontancous phrase in 
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Davos. "How Jo you explain your statement in Davos?" "I regret the 
wording but I confirm the cause of the statement on poli tical crisis.'' 

12 p.m. Cotroceni, the Ambassadors· Hali. I meet a PDSR delega
tion, headed by Vice-President Adrian Năstase. The PDSR is the cock 
on the walk. Speaking smoothly as usual Năstase is acting like the 
tough guy imposing numberless conditions on initiating a politica) di
alogue with the governing parties. 

2 p.m. Victor Ciorbea phones to teii me that the five PD ministers 
have presented their resignations, and to ask me what to do next. 

Bogdan Duvăz makes a ten-point statement to the press in which he 
gives his reasons. At least things are a little bit clearer now. The same evening 
I have a long talk with Ion Diaconescu and a meeting with the PNL leaders. 

Replacement of the rcsigning ministers is decided. The only one 
left from the old team is Andrei Plesu, in charge with the Foreign Of
fice. I had asked hirn and Victor Babiuc, the Minister for National De
fense to agree to stay in the Govemrnent for the continuity of our Eu
ro-Atlantic integration. Babiuc, the vice-President of the Democratic 
Party, will noi be able to stay, even if h_e wishes to. Plesu, having few
er politica) obligations, will bc in thc shutlled Govemrnent, too. 

Mondm·. 9 Fehruarv 1998 . . 

9 p.m. Lake 2 Villa. More than fivc hours· rneeting with the mern
bers of the Permanent Board of the PNL. Evcn if officially thc PNL 
still supports the Ciorbea Cabinet, severa! Liberal leaders express their 
mistrust as to the chances of survival of the currcnt Cabinet. 

Tuesdar. JO Fehruw:\· 1998 
315 votes "in favour" and 121 ''against". The Parliament validate 

the panel of new ministers rcplacing the Democrat ones. 
l'm really quite realistic about the cohesion of the new Govern

ment. They will have to face the supreme test of any Executive - The 
Budget Law. Without the support of all the parties in the coalition, this 
law can 't pass through. I attcmpt thc impossible. I call for a meeting 
of the Budget - Finance Commission at Cotroceni, hoping to get sup
port for getting the Budgct Lnv through the Parliament. 

Wednesday, 11 Fehrua,}' 1998 
8 a.m. Union Hali. Thc new ministers are swom in. Constantin 

Dudu Ionescu goes to the M inistry for National Defense, Anton Iones-
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cu - to the Ministry of Transport, Ioan Muresan is the new Minister 
for the Relationship with the Parliament, Horia Ene is the Research 
Minister, and Romica Tomescu - the Minister of thc Environment. The 
last two ones are highly qualified experts whom I know well. Horia 
Ene, an outstanding mathematician, is the representative of the PAR 
party. Romica Tomescu, the Director of the Forestry Institute, is the 
most suitable person for a ministry with huge responsibilities in the 
time to come. 

Thursday, I 9 Fehruc11:,•. I 998 
I promulgate the Law on spceding up thcprivatization of trade 

compames. 
5 p.m. Meeting with the PNTCD lcaders: Ion Diaconescu, Gabriel 

Tepelea and Ionescu Galbeni. President Diaconescu believes there are 
three possible variants: thc Cabinet's resignation and setting up of a 
new govenment with the samc majority; a national coalition Cabinet; 
or anticipated general elections. 

We decide to test the Parliament's perception on thc budget law: if 
it passes, the government stays; if it does not, the government will go. 
The same will stand in connection with thc Reform Programmc: if it 
passes, the government will stay in office, if not - a new govcrnment 
will be fonned, with the same parties representation. 

I am going to meet all the parliamentary groups and the members 
of the budget-finance commissions, so as to ask them to declare their 
position on the Budget Law. 

:! 3 FehruwT I 99?5 
3 p.m. Union Hali Mecting with mcmbcrs of thc Economic- and 

Budget-Finance Commissions, togcther with the respective Ministers. 
I ask them to express their position on the Budget Law Draft. 

7 p.m. Union Hali. Following their request I meet the PNL par
liamentary group, that ask for rcplaccment of Premier Ciorbea. Traian 
Decebal Remes says that the liberals consider thc prcmier's replace
ment to be an inevitable solution. He concludes passionately: "Mr. 
President, allow us to support a diffcrcnt governmcnt". 

24 Fehruwy 1998 
8.30 p.m. Meeting with thc PNTCD and the PNL leaders at "Lac 

2" villa. The PNTCD members had started coming in separate groups. 
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Radu Vasile 's group start an open discussion in favour of Ciorbea 's 
dismissal. Diaconescu candidly tells mea story about his meeting with 
Ana Blandiana and Petre Mihai Băcanu who asked him to give up 
Ciorbea, while Ciorbea is facing everybody present. Blandiana pro
posed Marga as a Prime Minister, as he is an intellectual, Rector of 
the University of Cluj, but Diaconescu disagrees, on account of the 
fact that Marga has never been considered to be a member of the 
PNTCD, until his appointment as Minister of Education. 

25 Fehrua,T 1998 
5.30 p.m. I receive senator Radu Vasile, who acknowledges his 

faults mea culpa and asks me to appoint him presidential counsellor 
on economic issues, or, Prime-Minister. When leaving, he asks me to 
give him a bigger portrait. with my autograph, for his desk. 

Monday, 2 March 1998 
7 p.m Meeting with the parliamentary groups, PNTCD ministers 

and prefects. 
There is tension in the air, whispers go on, Radu Vasile enters and 

exits from the room, either alone or with othcrs. Boilă wants thc 
PNTCD to withdraw from government. 

I ask thcm not to quarrcl among themsclvcs or with allies in gov
ernance, to bc carcful about the public opinion 's perception on thc 
PNTCD, to build up a coherent policy for communication and image. 
I don 't fee I they take things seriously al all. They say they are going 
to vote for the budget. 

Tuesday, 3 March 1998 
7 p.m. The meeting with thc UDMR parliamentary group makes a 

clear diffcrence from the others: perfect discipline, no one is late, no mo
bile phone rings, no one goes out for a cigarette. Each speaker intervenes 
for cxactly 3 minutes, seriously and competently, on a general issue 
linked to the budget law (2 minutes) and on one related to the Magyar 
minority ( I minute). They declare they will support the budget. 

Friday, 6 March 1998 
According to the CURS opinion polis made public last Wednes

day, the COR has gone down in the last three months by 14%, from 
42 % to 27.9%, while the USD has increased by 10% (from 8% to 
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18%). The aggressive PD game bears fruit. Plus some slight exagger
ation of the percentage, which - who knows? - may serve a bit. 

2 p.m. Mceting with the PAR parliamentaria11s: although they are 
very criticai about the PNTCD, they will support the budget. 

7 p.m. The PD parliamentary group has bccn invitcd for talks. On
ly a few leaders appear, who denou11ce Victor Ciorbea 's inefficiency 
and contlicts with the PNTCD. They announcc they will not vote for 
the budget as long as Ciorbea is Prime-Minister. 

TuesJor. I O March / 99~ 
7 p.m. Meeting with the PDSR parliamcntary group, headed by 

Florin Georgescu, who is arrogant and preaches lesso11s every time he 
seizes the opportunity. They severely criticize the budget and they de
clare that in the prcsent form. they will never vote for it. 

9 p.m. Meeting with the UDMR representalives. dissatisfied 
with the ceaseless contlicts and with the appointment of Andrei 
Marga as Minister of Education. They had had several clashes while 
he was Rector of the of Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj. The block
ade in the Education Commission of the Emergency Ordi11ance in 
the summer of 1997 on the issue of the Magyar University worried 
them extensively. 

I must admit that throughout the four years of coalition rute, the 
UDMR has been a very tough negociator, but a reasonable and vcry 
loyal partner. They did nol cease fighting, with 110 concession, for 
their ow11 claims, but they did 11ot betray our cause. I do hope that they 
also consider mea loyal part11er. I have ahvays shared with them my 
poi11t of view. As an academic, I made 110 secret from the fact that 
while I favoured the idea of an i11tegrated, pluralist university that 
would observe the diversity of cultural identities. I co11sta11tly rejectcd 
a solution based 011 the other's exclusio11, be they Hu11garian, German, 
Romanian, Roma or anything else. 

10 p.m. Mectings with the PUNR and the PRM groups have thc 
samc resuit: neither of them will vote for the budget. 

Tuesclar, I 7 .Horch / 99~ 
The Senate rejected Ordinance 22. that providcs extensio11 of the local 
autonomy in the sense required by the Magyars (including bilingual 
boards). Beyond alt confusions, the main artisan of this defeat is 
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PNTCD Senator George Pruteanu. This is an awkward history that I 
now regret: I myself had proposed him on the PNTCD lists, at the on
set of the campaign in 1996, when he had charmed us all with his vi
vacity and fcrvour on the PRO TV talk shows that brought him tremen
dous popularity. An inborn actor, very witty, too. I had seen him with 
my own eyes in Universitatii Square, which he never ceased invoking 
as a confirmation of his political identity, sitting at a table waiting for 
people to sign for his candidature as an independent candidate. I knew 
he had no chancc. It seemed inconceivable to me to see him humiliat
ed to that extent, so I talked with the PNTCD leaders. The party would 
have gained some image if they had put Pruteanu on their list. Quite 
uncautiously, I ardently talked to them about his democratic beliefs, 
which seemed a certainty to me. I convinced him, in fact he let him
self be convinced, not easily, as he was cunning enough to want to can
didate for the Senate, but not in Giurgiu. Thus he came to be senator 
of Constantza. 
Then I ought to be more suspicious about the fact that, after so long a 
time whcn he had becn busy and unable to talk, now, all of a suddcn, 
he found time for a four-hour discussion. when he only talked about 
money: how much money he would need for the campaign, for trips 
throughout the country, how desperate he was because Sârbu had not 
paid him for the April interviews (although he continued rccordings of 
further PRO TV interviews). lnstead, after the funding issues were 
solved quite favourably, he disappeared at the seasidc and I hardly 
heard of him unt ii the 17th of November. After the PNTCD show and 
demagogy that had been ordered to him, he came back to his real 
friends from the PRM and PDSR. 

7 p.m. Meeting with the PDSR leaders. President Ion Iliescu de
nounced the "wild rcform", praising Romanian (socialist) industry and 
calls for anticipated elections in the autumn of 1999. 

Thursday, 19 March, 1998 
5 p.m. Meeting with the ApR lcaders. Melescanu is boosting af

front: he proposcs a minority cabinet with ApR support. 
7 p.m. Mccting with Victor Ciorbea and the PNTCD leaders, in 

the Ambassadors' Haal. ln brief tcrms I inform thcm about the out
come of consultations. Ciorbea repeats for the seventh time within 
about two hours that if it is necessary, he will resign, but he is not con
vinced about his own statements. 
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Sat11rday- Sundm·. 21-2:! March, I 998 
Reunion of Radu Vasile's group in Poiana Brasov. Dissidence 

seems to turn into a separation. They draft a platform for rcforming 
the party. "Considering the alarming state of the economy, the perma
nent poli tical crisis that led to the isolation of thc PNTCD, the deterio
ration of Roman ia 's image abroad" and concluding that accountable 
for this situation, the PNTCD, in its capacity of main governing par
ty, was incriminated by the signatories to "have neglected the national 
dimension of the party"; the signatories, by associating themsclves to 
"our great lcaders, Maniu, Mihalache and Coposu", call for an urgent 
and effective solution to this crisis, to the bcncfit of the party. 

"In this context, a lucid and realistic analysis of the present state of 
the party is necessary to be made in the largest forum. Wc believe that 
the political solutions such as anticipated elections, a national union gov
ernment, a cabinet made of independent politicians arc all unacccptable 
in thesc very ditlicult conditions in thc country". In simple words. they 
wanted an extraordinary congress meant to change the leadership and 
provide Radu Vasile with thc politica! support he needed. 

Tuesdar. 24 March 1998 
6 p.m. I receive senator Radu Vasile in the prcsidcntial cabinet. 

He reiterates loyalty vows and assures me that the good side of the 
PNTCD supports him, not Ciorbea. 

H'eclnesclur. 2 5 March J 99X 
Valeriu Stoica publishes a lctter addressed to thc PNL Congress, 

duc to bc held at thc cnd of thc \\'eck, whcre he asks his liberal col
leagues to strive for the reorganization of the coalition by a rapid 
change of the Prime Minister. 

Thur.,·dor. 26 March J 99X 
The next day, in cabinet meeting Ciorbea asks for Stoica's resig

nation. He asks the liberal ministers to choose, by Saturday, between 
PNL and Prime Minister's Cabinet membership. Obviously, all the lib
eral ministers declare their solidarity with Stoica. 

Saturdor. JX March 1998 
The PNL Extraordinary Congress approves Stoica 's letter and re

quires resignation of the Cabinet before voting on the budget. 
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The PNTCD cmpowcrs president of the party Diaconescu to ap
prove Ciorbea's dismissal, but only after voting the budgct. 

Ministers Dănicl Daianu. Ilie Şerbanescu and Andrei Plcsu also 
publish an open lettcr. asking for an cnd to thc crisis. 

The stick and the flag 
Monday, 30 March 1998 

1 O a.m. Harnagea promptly sends me a translated vers ion of a 
long article dedicated to Romania that was published in the reputed 
daily ncwspapcr Frcmkfi1rter Allgemeine Zeitung, that day (when, on 
Earth, havc thcy had the timc to already translatc it'?) and that was to 
appcar (naturally!) în all the pa pers throughout thc country. It was a 
relevant analysis. I rcmember the journalist. He had interviewed me 
and made mea very good impression. The article makes a brief sur
vcy of the conflict, then it relates a statement of the Prime Minister, 
who. during a tcleviscd talk had rejected thc PD offcr conditioning 
parliarnentary support for the budgct on his rcsignation, and had asked 
thc libcrals to decide on thcir position within two days. 

The German newspaper also asserted that the PNTCD Secretary 
General, Radu Vasile, announced that the party was considering the 
possibility of putting an cnd to thc crisis by making a ncw Cabinet. 

12 a.m. Cotroceni, Ambassadors· Hali. Thc meeting of the Advi
sory Economic Council. Ali debates are under the sign of two events 
worth drawing thc public opinion ·s attention in the country, and, as 
wc could sec, abroad as wcll: the 1998 budget debates in Parliament 
and replacernent of the Cabinet. Ali thc Palace open rooms are replete 
with domestic and intcrnational prcss representatives. At thc end of 
the meeting, undcr the journalists · prcssure, I must reveal 
"'Polichinclle's secret": today thcre will bc sevcral evcnts probably 
lcading to setting up a new Cabinet. On behalf of the PAR, Varujan 
Vozganian asks for the rcsignation of the present Cabinet and new 
governing fonnulas. 

1 p.m. Thc news gocs that PD will initiate a censorship motion 
for changing Ciorbea ·s Cabinet. 

1.15 p.m. Telephones în Victoria Palace keep ringing. The news
rcel announces that the Premier will resign. 

6.30 p.m. Victoria Palace Cabinet in session, headed by Prime 
Minister Ciorbea. The announcement goes that at 8 p.m. the Premier 
will make a public statement. 
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7 p.m. Cotroceni Palace. On thc meeting with lcaders of thc ma
jority coalition, we analyse the situation. The CDR Council, sum
moned urgently, declares, contrary to the PNL proposal, that they 
maintain their previous position that the budget for 1998 should be 
submitted to the Parliament concomitantly with ncgotiations for set
ting in place a new Cabinet. 

8 p.m. From Victoria Palacc Victor Ciorbea announccs his resig
nation, "in an attempt to solve the politica) crisis that encumbers the 
reform". 

His resignation is followed by my statement. in which I explain the 
constitutional ways of designating a new Government and I announce 
the agenda of the consultations with all thc parliamentary party represen
tatives, as well as designation of the Minister of State, the Minsiter of 
Domestic Affairs Gabriel Dejeu as Prime Minister ad-interim. 

I express my hopes that, after a long crisis. all the politica) forces 
will now understand the urgency of a sustainable solution of this crisis 
and wi li cooperate so as to ensurc coherent. powerfuL and cffective 
rule for Romania. 

Tuesdu_,·. 31 Murch, /998 
I resumc consultations with thc majority lcadcrs and wc make public 

the PD decision to come back to govcnnent. Wc agrcc upon the fact that 
the PNTCD has to nominale the Prime Minister and that wc shall resume 
the talks on Thursday, immediately atlcr designation of the Premier. 

The Civic Alliance releases a prcss communiquc, being of the 
opinion that the COR chances in the future clcctions havc decreased 
dramatically because of the policy of '"rcpeated giving în" and „ capit
ulations devoid of politica I or moral justifications as against thc PD 
claims with no coverage''. 

Bearing în mind that the current crisis tumed into a cynical show that 
the politica) class performs în front of thc entire nat ion which îs at thc end 
of strength and patience, thc Civic Alliancc \vili noi guarantee politica) acts 
that waste both the populations 's sacrificcs and its age-long hopes". 

6 p.m. Consultations with the PDSR. headcd by Ion Iliescu. He 
insists on the issue of anticipatcd elections within this currcnt year. I 
explain to him why I consider such a wide politica) unrest tobe both 
inappropriate and unnecessary. He proposes to have anticipated elec
tions next spring. Bored, I give him some answer, like "if we live and 
keep safe and sound, wc shall talk about it again". Serve mc right! 
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With his charactcristic cunning, he stcps out at the end of the consul
tations and dcclarcs cmphatically that "President Constantinescu has 
acknowledged Roman ia 's most serious situation and estimates that 
therc are no rccovcry chanccs, and that the social tensions will bc so 
threatening that thc Govcrnment will no longer be capable to continue 
working and anticipatcd clections will be required". 

I deny this allcgation immcdiately and most powerfully: "The 
President of Roman ia docs not believc that anticipated elections would 
be necessary or uscful - so much thc less-imminent - within the cur
rent politica! context, whereby the setting up of a new coalition gov
emmcnt may givc thc country a new chance of stability and progress". 
The evcning papcrs havc alrcady published llicscu's statement, while 
my denia! will only appear tomorrow. 

Wednesday. I April / 99R 
The enlargcd BCCC Committec nominates Radu Vasile in thc po

sition of Prime M inistcr, with 42 votes out of thc total nurnbcr of 72. 
His counter candidatcs wcrc Sorin Oprescu and Mircea Ciumara, who 
got 11 and 14 votcs rcspectivcly. 

1 p.m. I reccive a PUNR delegation, headcd by Valeriu Tabără, 
who says that they will not support thc futurc Cabinet, irrespective of 
thc programrnc that thc Cabinet will subrnit to Parliarnent for approval, 
sincc thcy do not agrec to including the UDMR in the Executive body. 

3 p.m. I receive the ApR represcntatives who notify the proposcd 
solutions, but thcy do not commit thernselves to back the new team. 

6 p.m. I receive the delcgation of cthnic minorities rcpresented in 
Parliament. Thcy will back thc new Cabinet. Gencrally speaking, all 
throughout thcsc four years I havc had a vcry good relationship with 
thc minoritics rcprcscntatives, togcthcr wc were ablc to ovcrcornc dif
ficult momcnts, cven thc crisis of 1999 - when the reprcscntativcs of 
the Serbian and Croatian minorities were divided and wary. We always 
respected each othcr, they accornpanied me whenever I made an offi
cial visit in the country the language and culture of which were a Iso 
theirs, and I think that my mandate brought up more cordiality and a 
sense of support in favour of their linguistic and cultural identity. 

2 April, I 99R 
9 a.m. Following a ncw talk, which was rather formal, with the 

coalition leaders, wc take note of the PNTCD proposal on the nomi
nalization of the future Prime Minister. 
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11 a.m. I make an official statement, designating Radu Vasile, 
Secretary General of the PNTCD, for the position of Prime Minister. I 
mention that by April 15, Radu Vasile must ask Parliament for a vote 
of confidence for the new Cabinet and for the governing programme 
that he is going to carry out. I announce the first measures set down 
by the candidate: to call on a commission al Victoria Palace with the 
task of drafting the goveming programmc _and of a commission which 
will work out the Cabinet checklist. I congratulate thc Prime Minister 
designate and express my confidence that he will manage to give Ro
mania a stable and effective Cabinet. 

12.15 a.m. I meet Javier Sol ana, NATO Secretary General. He 
congratulates us on solving up the crisis and on the active policy in 
the region, we talk about the sensitive areas. He is a most charming, 
intelligent interlocutor. As a Spaniard, he understands the difficulties 
of building up a democratic system after decades of dictatorship much 
better than other political leaders. 

I 5 April I 998 
The reunited chambers of the Parliament vote thc new Cabinet, 

led by Radu Vasile. The investiturc is supported by the coalition par
ties, ApR included, while the PDSR and the PRM vote against it. The 
government checklist and programme is voted for bz stood 317 parlia
mentarians. while 124 votcd against. 

17 April 1998 (Good Friday) 
7 p.m. Prime Minister Radu Vasile and the mcmbcrs of the Cabi

net are sworn in. I look at evcryonc of them. al thc way thcy solcmnly 
approach thc table, rcad out thc text of the Co11stitutio11, most of thcm 
also make the sign of the cross, thcn they sign up. lt is thc third cerc
mony since the elections. Will there be more, who knows? In Poland, 
four cabinets succeeded within one mandate, when they madc the same 
reforms that now with over 7-ycar dclay, wc finally dare to commit 
ourselves too. I deeply regret that Victor Ciorbea, who had started off 
within an immense wave of enthusiam and hopeful wishes, could not 
prevail at the head of the governmcnt up to the end. He is more per
sistent than today's joyful winner. Will he be ablc to paticntly puii him
self together so as to cope with the enormous burden that he so serene
ly commits himself to - today? Ciorbea is young, honest and has a 
promising perspective ahead. His merits are well known and appreci-
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ated in the West. Despitc thc fact that the long crisis affected him too, · 
in lcss than a year, his imagc may be rising again quite high in the pub-
1 ic opinion 's eycs. It is not only revolutions, it is radical reforrns that 
devour their sons too. However, the crucial difference is that Reform 
cannot be built up on a guillotine. 

Tuesday, 26 May 1998 
The draft budget for 1998 is submitted to vote in Parliament and is 

approved with 231 votes "in favour", 129 "against" and 3 abstentions; 
PDSR, PUNR, PRM and ApR voted against the project. It is a different 
govemment, but the same majority and, mostly, the same opposition. 

During alt this time I have been wondering about what would hap
pen if Italy, where government crises are more frequent than the flu 
cpidcmics, had thc samc propcnsity for dramatizing on similar situa
tions. Wc also have Latin roots, wc havc the same culture of ample, 
often histrionic gcsturcs and a perpetuai tcmptation for showing off; 
the difference is that in Italy, governments come and go while econo
my is running well, the same as are the institutions. Here, the lcast sign 
of disfunction paralyses a mechanism too novei and oftcn immature. 

Now I am wondering what cvcryonc of us has leamt from this first 
politica) crisis that thc coalition wcnt through. I, for onc, havc learnt 
that public opinion is practically traumatized by politica) seisms. I 
havc also lcarnt that public opinion that did not expect such an early 
perturbation of the coalition considers it cvcn more fragile than it real
ly is. I rcalizcd that any solution to a similar crisis must be fast, firrn, 
and radical. 

Unfortunately, I have lcamt that for many parliamentarians or cven 
politica I lcadcrs, the spirit and the lctter of the Constitut ion are not as 
important as I consider thcm to bc and I may scem too pedantic to thcm 
when I quote the Iimits of thc prcsident's powers in thc fundamental 
law. I cannot turn into the tcachcr of the constitutional text of some 
refractory class, but I feel bound to preach a political pedagogy that I 
did not expect to havc to resort to. My concern to rigorously observe 
the Parliament's prerogatives was overlooked even by its members, a 
fact that increased a crisis of pride and personal intercsts that lasted 
more than four months of reciproca I turbulcnce that finally led to a re
al political crisis. 

Maybe if I had put somc more prcssure for a spcedier solution, I 
should havc becn blamcd for trying to imposc my own solution on oth-
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ers. In this way I was blamed for not having done so. Ultimately, it is 
better for me to commit to this blame for what I am doing - and to re
ally do it - rather than for not doing it and running the risk to leave it 
undone for ever. 

I have also leamt something elsc. The Romanian Democratic Con
vention has come to the end of its cxistencc. To my mind, as to thc 
mind of many of its supporters, the Convention had the mission to 
govern Roman ia until the basic reforms in the name of which it had 
been setup had been carried out. It seems I was wrong. The Democra
tic Convention was meant to bring to power a ncw politica) formula. 
but it cannot be - nor is it meant to be so - thc formula in itself. The 
parties have become more and more autonomous. the civic organisa
tions withdrew with the pride of those who prefer criticai contempla
tion to politica) action. "Only togethcr can we overcome" îs no longer 
the creed of every player. 

Let us see what we can do without being together. 
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THE FLIGHT CORRIDOR 

The Supper Before 
June 26, 1999, lasi 

After taking me to sec how things are going with the building of 
the new chapel of the Metropolitan Church of Iasi, the Metropolitan 
Daniel invited me for supper with him. The conversation - joined in 
by the erudite Metropolitan Bishop Daniel, his guest, the Metropolitan 
Bishop of Finland and General Mircea Chelaru - moves towards the 
drama of the man who is forced into loneliness and exile. I am im
pressed by the readings from Dostoyevsky of the general who, in good 
English, discusses thc road towards exile from The House of the Dead. 
We reach thc conclusion that one of the remedies for strengthening the 
ties between peoplc could bc thc revival of pilgrimages, for which the 
last year of the Second Millennium would bea good occasion. A route 
going along Finland-Romania-Grcccc-the Holy Land - so many expe
riences to rcdiscovcr! 

The Risk of Dignity 
27 June /999, Botosani 

We arc getting ready to lcave for Botosani, in order to join the 
Metropolitan Bishop of Moldav ia for thc consccration of a new church 
in a villagc to the north of thc county, when the Presidential Counselor 
for National Security, Dorin Marian informs me that thc Foreign Min
istry and the Ministry of Dcfcnce have been asked by the homologous 
ministries of the Russian Federation to grant the permission to fly over 
Romania to Russian planes transporting troops towards Yugoslavia in 
the wake of the NATO agreement. Considering that Romania has 
granted this permission to NATO flights, it is difficult to give too di
rect a refusal to the Russians. I ask them to contact the State Depart
mcnt, in order to make thc demand known, and I charge general 
Degeratu to negoliate the overflight conditions just as thoroughly as 
he has negotiated the access conditions for the NATO planes. On our 
way to Botosani and back I order my aide severa! times to puii over to 
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allow the intelligence officers to install the satellite aerial that ensures 
our safe connection with the General Staff. I am not worried because 
all throughout the Yugoslavian conflict, as well as throughout my tenn 
there has been a perfect cooperation between Foreign Minister Andrei 
Plesu, thc Minister for National Defcnce Victor Babiuc, the Chief of 
the General Staff Constantin Degeratu and the presidency, based on 
our identica) points of view that have madc too frequent consultations 
or detailed directions useless. I know they would make the right deci
sions. During our first connection I am reported thc conditions estab
lished for the overtlight of the Russian airplanes and the contents of 
the discussions with the NATO Commandment and the United States, 
considering that thc Romanian spacc is already undcr NATO adminis
tration, according to the agreement previously approved by Parlia
ment. During our second connection General Degeratu lets me know 
that the first Russian plane has already crossed the Romanian territory 
on time and on the appointed route, but that the second plane, which 
is on thc Romanian border with Ukraine, will enter the country thirty 
minutes carlier than it has commonly been agreed. 

?acta sunt servanta. Which is good reason for us to withdraw our 
overtlight permission for the next planes, since agrcemcnts must al
ways be respected. I ask that the decision be communicated simulta
ncously through a notification of the F orcign Ministry and through the 
conncction bct,vcen the Romanian and Russian General Staffs. At thc 
samc timc I give ordcrs that the second Russian plane be escorted on 
Romanian tcrritory by our Military Aviation plancs. The opcration, 
which is cxecuted by the Mig Lancers from airports in Buzău and 
Craiova, takcs place without any incidcnts, as thc Russian plane strict
ly rcspects the tlight corridor. 

Aftcr rcturning to Iasi, I stop by thc headquarters of thc I 0th Army 
Corps. Aftcr rccciving thc duty report Igo up to thc office of the com
mander, General Chelaru, in order to contact General Degeratu once 
more. There I receive thc answcr of the Russian Forcign Minister, who 
respects the ovcrtlight intcrdiction for the ncxt Russian planes and 
presents his excuses. General Degeratu confirms the fact that the 
radars on thc Ukranian tcrritory havc not signalled any other Russian 
military planes on their way towards Rornania. I hang up the phone 
with a feeling of relief I sit stil) at the desk for a fcw minutcs, my eyes 
fix cd on the flag of the 10th Army Corps. Whcn I look away, I see Gen
eral Chelaru saluting, clearly moved. 
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'Mr. President, do you rea lize what historical significance this day 
has for us, Romanians'? Today we commemorate 59 years since the 
Romanian troops withdrcw from Basarabia, following the ultimatum 
of the Soviet Governmcnt in 1940. It is thc first timc in modern Ro
man ian history when Russia obeys a Romanian ultimatum. As a sol
dier I fee! proud I have lived to sec this day.' 

I hadn 't realized that. Memorizing the dates of historical events 
has never been my forte. Their significance - ycs! To the public opin
ion the Foreign Ministry gavc a short dry statement. Considering the 
tense atmosphere that rcigned in the region at that time, it would not 
have becn a good time to touch any sore points. 

In the military plane that was taking me from Iasi to Bucuresti I 
had the time to ponder - this time calmly - over the possiblc conse
quences of any dignified gesture in international politics. Any appar
cntly banal incident could have unprcdictable consequcnccs, from a 
flying accident or c1Tor of thc Romaniai1 pilots to a counterstrike mcant 
to intimidate. In all those cases the presidcnt would have had the obli
gation to answer for the dccision he had taken. 

lf thc public cffect of moral victorics is in most cascs null, thc 
consequcnces of your failures arc never forgivcn. 

Straight on the Staircase 
/-2 Ju~r 1999, Sal::.hu,g 

Bcforc lcaving for thc Confcrcncc of thc State and Govcrnmcnt 
Officials of East and Central Europe I reccivc thc preliminary agenda 
in which they havc a Iso announccd thc prcscncc of the Russian Prime 
Minister Scrghei Stepashin. I ask the Forcign Minister to solicit a bi
lateral meeting. As soon as I reach Salzburg I am rcported that the 
Russian Prime Minister has only acccptcd two mcctings, one with the 
Polish President and the othcr with the Romanian President. The meet
ing will take place in thc apartment of the hotel where I am lodged. 
Thc living-room of thc apartmcnt is large and elegant; the protocol 
staff set the room after thc fashion of all official meetings, placing the 
chairs for the delegation members on the sides and leaving frec room 
in front for the photographers and camera crews of differcnt TV sta
tions. At the appointed hour Prime Minister Serghei Stepashin comes. · 
He does not use the elevator, he climbs to the first floor on the monu
mental staircase at a brisk pace, followcd by his staff, camera crews 
and photographers. When he enters the apartment he givcs me a firm 
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handshake, sits down without further ceremony and begins by saying: 
'I came on foot from my hotel to meet in person President Constanti
nescu, of whom I have heard so much.' He passes with ease over a 
subject that I was not going to approach anyway, telling me he regrets 
the plane incident. 'And now let's get down to somc serious business. 
Mr. President, herc is an issue I've been meaning to discuss with you: 
why does Romania import 9% from Russia and at the same time only 
exports I%? This is a disadvantage for you and hcre I am making a 
case for Romania 's interests.' We decide to encourage economic ex
change. For this we will each namc a new rcpresentative in the com
mission which has not met for quite a while, and we will set a clear 
date for the first meeting of the commission; after that, as the commis
sion begins to have a serious agenda, we will organize a high rank vis
it which will bring either the Prime Minister of the Russian Federation 
to Bucharest or the Prime Minister of Roman ia to Russia. 

I knew that thc previous position of the present-day Prime Minis
ter had been that of the chief of the FSB. Despite that, nothing in his 
face showed the roughness you would have expected from the chief of 
one of the most feared secret serviccs in thc world. He looked nothing 
like his predecessor Primakov. He had an open face and I immediately 
sensed that I could get along very well with this man and that together 
we could do somc good to both our countrics. A fcw months later on 
the troubled internai poli tical scene of the Russian Federation another 
change took place and a new Prime Minister began to lcad the gov
emment of thc Russian Fcderation. 

Cloudless Sky 
3 ./11(1' 1999, Snago1· 

The Yugoslavian war had cndcd following the agrcement of 9 Junc 
which stipulated sending over severa) peace-keeping troops to Kosso
vo. I saluted Russia 's involvemcnt in this proccss as a positive fact for 
keeping the peace in the Balkans. Martti Athisaari, formcr president 
of Finland and an old friend of Roman ia was appointed coordinator of 
the Peace Proccss in Kossovo. Through an effective surprise move 
severa) Russian planes containing troops and armament had Ianded on 
the airport in Pristina, taking NATO by surprise, since that had been 
an unexpected demonstration. The Foreign Minister and the Minister 
of Defence of the Russian Federation had requested the permission to 
cross the Romanian space for planes transporting troops and armament 
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to Pristina for the date of 3 July. In the wake of the decis ion approved 
by Parliamcnt according to which the Romanian space had becn put 
cnlirely and unrestrictedly al NATO's disposal, we had decided to an
swcr that wc wcrc not in a position to give an affirmative answer to 
thcir requcst. 

Saturday. A bluc sky, without the faintest trace of a cloud. A won
derful summer day for my daughter Norina's marriage. After the reli
gious ceremony in the Church of the Theological Seminary, my fami
ly and close friends gather to celebrate in Snagov. Although this time I 
am the father of the bride, I have plenty of tasks. My son-in-law Cristi 
has )ost his father and I have always considered him my own child; I 
fee I in a way as both the father of the groom and the bride. 

Every half-hour at a discreet sign from my aide I leave the room 
as discreetly as possible to go to thc office where they have set up the 
safe connection with General Degeratu. The Chief of the General Staff 
of thc Roman ian Army is on duty and the aviation in alert. I am trying 
to hide my nervousness and I keep checking with them whether Rus
sia does respect thc tlying interdiction. And once again Russia has re
spected the tlying intcrdiction and Roman ia 's position. The planes car
rying Russian troops and armament have nonctheless moved towards 
Pristina, but using a routc which passes above the spacc of thc new 
NATO members, Poland and Hungary. 

Do 111 des 
August 2002. Bucharest-Prague 

Tclephone intervicw with Radu Călin Cristea, a reporter of Radio 
Frec Europe, about Romania's intcgration into NATO. During the short 
broadcast discussion, I rcmind him that - during and after the conflict 
- I havc many limes assertcd that, during thc Yugoslavian war, Roma
nia has actcd as a NATO mcmber. Today, this phrasc has been taken 
over by thc prescnt-day Power as an argument for Roman ia 's integra
tion into NATO. 

What was not really understood was that not only has Romania 
acted as a NATO mcmber, but that NATO has also ensured the securi
ty and intcgrity of Roman ia as that of any country belonging to this 
organization. 

Peace, freedom and safety are like health. You only value then 
when you Jose them. 
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THEOILLAMP 

19 November 2000, The Unification Room 
As has become the custom during the past years, severa) friends 

have gathered in thc evening to wish me happy birthday in the huge 
white marble hali. Their arrival in as large numbers as always is the 
more moving since their affection is not necessari ly bascd on a direct 
and constant personal relationship. Therc arc somc personal friends 
also, those with whom I havc mcmorics from my student's days or 
from earlier times. But most of them are peoplc who havc given mc 
their trust and sympathy bccause they have understood that I eould 
represent them and because we have been sharing a common vision of 
Romani?. After July, when I broke the news that I was not going to 
run for a second term, I could have expected thc numbers to drop. Not 
that I have ever suspected that they were coming to see me on my 
birthday on account of certain interests or tlattercd by the proximity 
of power. I have become skillcd at recognizing fast enough the false s
miles and thc incidental tlattcry, so those who were drawn like becs to 
honey wcrc askcd to come at diffcrcnt times of thc day. But I had noi 
consultcd my fricnds - actually, I had not consultcd anybody - whcn I 
had let everyonc know that I would not bc running again, so it was 
possible that some of them had felt bctraycd. Thcir mere presencc was 
proof of fricndship stronger than any disappointmcnt, and it warmcd 
my heart cvcn more than at any other time. 

Through the compact crowd I saw Alina Mungiu-Pippidi trying to 
make her way toward me. I carne closer to her and - abruptly enough 
- shc told mc: Happy hirthdoy. I hm·e hrought you u presen!, whilc 
shc brought out an old smokcd oii iamp. Lei me teii you the sto,y <?I 
this oii lamp. Some day in '97 myfather u·as al the market, in lasi. 
and an old peasant.fÎYJm hehind a counter heckoned him Io come clos
e1: pul/ed oul the oii lmnp.fi'O;n his hag, gm·e ii Io him and said: 'Doc
tor (I kncw that Alina's fathcr was a vcry respected doctor in Iasi), / 
have heen keeping this ancienl oii lamp al home. li has a gifi, it /ights 
your path to justice. I have heen watching _rour daughter on TV, late 
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al night, evelJ' S1111day. and I have seen how she has been striving to 
dojusticefor people. and / 've been thinking that her desk would he 
the perfect place.f<Jr my oii lamp. '/ have kept it on my desk during 
eFe,:\' show, she conti1111ed, unii/ I lefi the National Television. Noii• ii 
occurred to me that your desk would he the perfect place for ii. 

I knew that, of all the news shows that had brought my interlocu
tor in the national telcvision spotlight, her most cherished was 'The 
Ombudsman', and it seemed that the peasant with the oii Iamp had 
thought so too. She had becn angry and sad when - after she left - a 
very different show, broadcast by a very different persan, had remorse
lessly stolen the title of hcr show. 

Her gift moved me beyond words. Maybe only my imagination 
added to thc subtext of this gesture, quite unexpectedly, the shadow of 
reproach. The truth was that my rclationship with that briskly intelli
gent lady had not bcen onc of the smoothest. I had first bccomc ac
quainted with her articlcs from Opinia Ieşeana, as well as with the 
other ones - well-thought and written - from the magazine '22' and 
from other stimulating journals of the tirst years aftcr the Rcvolution. 
I had found out she was a psychiatrist. A theater play she had written 
had been distinguished with a prestigious award. Then she had started 
publishing books in which she analyzed the politica! evolution of Ro
mania, focusing on social psychology and politica) studies. a ficld in 
which she had specializcd al Harvard, that Mecca of poli tical sciencc. 

Shc was not a comfortablc author, espccially for us, thosc dircctly 
involved in the politica! battlc, since she would judge us through the 
lenses of a spectacularly evolving scicncc. Her analytical cool had 
bccn interprcted by many - and by myself more than once - as a sub
jcctive distancing not so much from us, as from thc solutions that to 
us seemed the only possiblc oncs: thc Civic Alliancc, the Democratic 
Convention, common election lists. Fundamentally she had always 
been on the right side of the battle, but the trcnchant way in which she 
had formulated her objections and in which she had denounced the 
weaknesses, the defects and the errors of the 'opposition' between 
1992 and 1996 had not inspired confidencc. 

After coming back from America she had tried to convince me 
that, in the electoral manifesto that we were preparing for thc 1996 
campaign, we could have got some inspiration from the greatly suc
cessful experience of the 'Contract with America'. We had not paid e
nough attention to hcr suggestion then, and she had been upset on that 
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account. And on good grounds. But she did not give it up, and she did 
convince the always enthusiastic Petrică Băcanu and thus was born 
the idea of the 'Contract with Romania·. to which we owed in large 
part the victory of the Democratic Convent ion from 1996. The prom
ises that gave concrete substancc to those idcas were formulated by 
others - first and foremost by Nicolae Noica and by Băcanu - but the 
idea had belonged to Alina Mungiu, who had thus given us a com
pletely disinterested - and hence the more precious - help. 

I have talked and written about it before paradoxical fate of the 
'Contract with Romani a'. Our adversaries sensed immediately that it 
was a formidable electoral and politica) weapon. They started tearing 
it down with an insistence which in the end turned against them. be
cause in doing so they made it more popular than we ever could have. 
Our supporters joined us enthusiastically. only that enthusiasm no 
longer had anything to do with the actual contents of the contract or 
its terms, so minutely and responsibly considcred. 

We could say that each person who voted for the Convention ac
tually voted for his/her own variant of the Contract with Roman ia, in 
which he placed his/her most personal hopes and many illusions. That 
was cxactly where the trap lay. It became completely unimportant that 
we had won by a relative and fragile rnajority, which imposed a gov
ernment coalition. Nor was it important that during thc first 200 days 
we had accomplished 16 of thc 20 points of the Contract. What we 
were hcld accountable for was the othcr contract, thc onc with the ex
pcctations. the aspirations. cvcn thc illusions of each and evcry onc 
of thc votcrs. Obviously it was not Alina Mungiu's fault. lt was no
body's fault. although we all fclt guilty and frustratcd. 

Howcver, what followed was thc cpisode of thc tcrnporary leader
ship of thc National Television. in which, oncc again. Alina Mungiu 
invested much more than she rcccivcd. She was told by severa) peo
ple. some friendly, others less so. that I had not reacted too enthusias
tically when Stere Gulea, who had been named an ad-interim director. 
proposed that Alina be charged with the coordination of the news dc
partrnent. This is how it happened. and an accumulatcd residual rnis
trust, never emptied by an open honest discussion. made me have my 
doubts. I was sorry because I knew she had felt offended. the more so 
since Răsvan Popescu. who had witncssed the discussion. was able to 
interpret my reaction as a wish of perpetrating the obedience of the 
TV station which I had allegedly - and hypocritically - denounced in 
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public only to yearn for it in my heart of hearts. That was not true ei
ther then or now. But it was indeed an unfair ignorance of the quali
ties of a persan that I hurt, because I did not give the situation enough 
thought. Stere insisted and finally won. Together, Alina Mungiu and 
himself plunged into a real crusade in order to turn the state TV sta
tion into a real public television which was to inform, and not manip
ulate people as it had done in the past. 

By working strcnuously and competently both for a project of re
forming the public television which would have brought it very clase 
to the highest professional standards, as well as for bringing up to date 
the style and substance of informative shows, both of them - and es
pecially she - carried on some heavy battles. I do not doubt that in this 
battle she had too little time for diplomacy and negotiations and, be
cause of her fiery temperament, she made much more enemies than 
she deservcd. I was never one of them. On the contrary. She made me 
respect her more and more for the finnness and intelligence with which 
she had managcd to make of thc Roman ian Television a distinct civic 
voice. The tales about her connections with the team from Cotroceni 
arc nothing but a collection of fairy-tales. Not only did I ostentatious
ly cut off the direct line connecting the television station and the pres
idency, but at thc same time neither I nor my councillors ever dared 
offend our friends, Stere Gulea, Alina Mungiu, Anca Toader or Răs
van Popescu with any 'directions'. The furthest we went was when wc 
went to them for a piece of advice, and not the other way round. 

But - at the end of this long race with too many obstacles - Alina 
Mungiu and Anca Toader wcre sold purely and simply during a nego
tiation where thosc very pcople who thought they would win actually 
lost. I have already written in anothcr chapter of this book about how 
I found out straight from thc horsc 's mouth that their banishment from 
telcvision had been thc price to pay for naming Cristian Hadji Culca 
as a director. The way in which evcn the National Liberal Party, who 
had supported him -- not to mention the other coalition partners - was 
repaid for that good deed îs already history. To my distress, I did not 
know and I could not defcnd them as thcy dcserved, each of them and 
as a team. Not that they would have depended upon staying in that 
adders' den that thc TV station was. Alina Mungiu is a university pro
fcssor and Anca Toader was immediately hired by the BBC, which is 
undoubtedly the most respected radio station in Europe. The loss was 
not theirs, it belonged to the Romanian civic conscience. 
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And Alina Mungiu was now bringing me with open heart a gift 
foii of symbols and responsibility. Even if this gesture was meant to 
challenge me to look deeper into my conscience, it was still a gesture 
of delicate friendship. Considering how direct she is, I suppose she 
did not even mean that. What she meant - at such a difficult time -
was to show her solidarity in the name of those va lues we share be
yond any accidents which may have happened along the way. 

The oii lamp is now on my desk and I see it every time I lift my eyes 
from my writing, and it would not allow me to forget, cven if I wanted 
to. thc unw1itten duty of being, in my own way, an 'Ombudsman' . 
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THE TUNNEL 

November 1999 
In the year of the great crises that shook Romania, Doina Cornea. 

one of the few public personalities who have been supporting me un
fai Iingly, sent me hcr book of memoirs, The Unseen Side o( Things. 
Doina Cornea ends the story of her memories from the communist pe
riod, when she was brutally chased by the Security and abandoned by 
almost all of thosc around hcr, with a mctaphor which, taken over by 
a prime minister in '97, was to bc demolished, with brutality and cheap 
humour by the democratic press: 'Our days were at that timc our tun
nel, whose end wc could not make out. We only knew wc had to tra
verse it or. .. go back, giving up our human dignity. But when peoplc 
decide to traverse thc tunncl they - and this was onc of my discover
ies -are the ones who trace thc project of their becoming. This is thcir 
terrible chance, thc chancc of thcir frccdom, because through it they 
create their bccoming. lf you givc up in the face of hardships, you can 
miss this uniquc chancc. ln its most.gcncral sensc - of existential itin
erary - the metaphorical tunnel strcngthens and enriches us if we crn
brace it no matter how horrible it might seern at times. ln other words, 
we shall nevcr find our way out ofit if wc Jet time go past us with its 
chaotic train of cvcnts and if wc let ourselves be used by the life hap
pening around us, instcad of using the potential of our lives ourselves. 
I believe that, în thc end, the real tunnel is inside our souls - which 
arc often not prepared enough ... It is a tunnel that we are building our
selvcs, hour by hour, without knowing it. .. 

lf wc wcre to rcthink our lives and rebui Id it on different grounds 
the tunnel would grow brightcr, it would melt away' - Doina Cornea 
cnded, bringing to mind Monsignior Vladimir Ghika, a martyr killcd 
în one of the communist prisons: 'It is not the tunnel that matters, but 
thc way wc choosc to traverse it.' 
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THE MATCHING KEYS 

Science, Art, Bargaining 

What is diplornacy? The hundreds of definitions that diplomacy 
has been given in tirne can be ascribed to one of the three variants men
tioned above: science, ari or !rade, and we each know quite a number 
of sallies that echo one of these perceptions. 

Looking back on my cxperience, I am no longer inclined to give a u
nivoca) answer to this qucstion. lt seems to me that the forrnulation that 
does not impoverish the complexity of diplomatic action of any of its 
constitutive ingredicnts is. a hit of"a/1 three. Naturally, at certain mo
ments, one facet or anothcr may prevail. Generally speaking, the prepa
ration of an action entails processes that I would say belong to the do
main of science. One should resort to art particularly in the various stages 
of carrying out a foreign policy initiativc. Trading is most frcquently nec
cssary in situations of hi lateral or multilateral ncgotiations. 

Diplomacy is a scicnce as onc cannot leavc to a mornent's inspira
tion the correct identification of the stcps tobe taken în order to estab-
1 ish the hard kernel of foreign policy that is the natural interest, to shel
tcr it from drought and storrns. The way in which it can be promoted 
and protectcd irnplies a long and clear-sighted rnusing over the dy
namics and major tendencies of international relations, over the visi
hle or hardly disccrniblc intercsts of the main actors, so as to be able 
to place your country on the most favourable trajectory possible. The 
rational components of diplornacy, that is those that require a system
atic effort of study and analysis, are not only nurnerous but also cru
cial for the success of any foreign interaction, irrespective of its na
ture and final airn. 

Diplornacy as art is immediately related to the fact that a well and 
corrcctly defined line of action does not take hold by itself, by its mere 
public statement. lt hardly has any chance of success unless you a
rouse the interest of other states in your ideas and proposals to such an 
cxtent as to determine them to fee) it is their own interest to grant you 
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effective support. ln ordcr to do that you must stcp outsidc your own 
interest and into the other \- shoes. Such a performance implics that i
maginative effort and thc right tone that an actor is supposcd to dis
cover in order to find the kcy to a charactcr. But I would likc to spcc
ify that, however impressivc a person 's artistic qualities may bc, his a
bility to persuade will be nil unlcss he has thoroughly analyscd and 
thought over the cannonade of argumcnts before stcpping onto thc 
stage. 

As I have mentioned before trading is all-imporrant in that con
crete aria of diplomacy gcncrically callcd ncgotiations. They precede 
the conclusion of accords, treaties. and other international documents 
whereby the contracting parties assumc politica] commitmcnts or 
juridica] obligations for long-tcrm pcriods. That is why thc drafts of 
these texts are the object of long dcbatcs. What and how much you 
give in, and what and how much you get obviously also dcpcnds on 
your art of negotiating, but particularly on thc dcgrec in ,vhich you 
have been able to anticipate thc partner'slpartncrs· possiblc objections 
and demands, and thus prcpare optional variants of the text you havc 
initially put forth. In this casc it îs cicar that thorough prcparation will 
mark the difference between succcss and failure. 

The Door and the Keys 

What should therefore bc the diplomatic strategy adopted by rcla
tively srnall countries whosc weight in thc intcrnational arena will not 
allow them to promotc thcir intcrcsts by using thc cfficicnt means of 
persuasion representcd by economic or military forcc'? Wc nced an 
answcr because as George Kcnnan would say: "An cntity docs not livc 
for foreign policy; it adopts a foreign policy in ordcr to survive." 

One of the exernplary momcnts of Romanian diplomacy, that wc 
can never dwell too long upon as it represents an inexhaustiblc sourcc 
of inspiration, is the period of negotiations that led to thc systcm of 
the Versailles treaties. Undoubtedly, the huge number of hurnan livcs 
sacrificed in the Rornanian trcnches during World War 1 reprcsented 
an essential material argument that the Ali ies of thc Entcntc should 
honour the promises they had made us before our entering the war. 
But I dare say that without the great skills of all thc diplomatic forccs 
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Roman ia disposcd of at thc timc, Roman ia 's contribution to the fate of 
the war could have bcen minimized or even ignored. In spite of all ad
versities, our forefathers wcrc successful. Because thcy had pcrfectly 
well prepared the documents for the negotiations comprising al) the 
arguments weighing in favour of our cause, on the one hand. Because 
they knew what doors to knock on, possessed the keys to open them, 
and knew the springs they had to press, and just how much to press 
them, on the othcr hand. 

To be ablc to livc sccurely, Romania should practice a subtle and 
complex diplomacy. One of the essential preconditions of the success of 
this type of diplomacy residcs in thc perfect training therein of all those 
who are, or will bc, called for working in the field of forcign policy. 

The Boulder and the lntere.,·t: an lnvitation to Realism 

The art and techniquc of Russian diplomacy are frequcntly associ
atcd with the almost infallible method ofplacing a hou/Jer in the way. 

When this happcns cverything stops, the whole world is blocked, 
since thc only person that can liti the boulder is the Russian giant. Ali 
thc others can do is just cry oul standing helplessly by it, until Ivan 
comes and pushcs it an inch away. Thc enterprisc is regarded as a great 
succcss, but the boulder is stil I thcrc, in thc way. It has bccn pushed 
just a littlc bit away, cnough to make way for one person to squcezc 
by, but it can roii back in place any time. In order to pul in practice 
this diplomacy of niet onc has to be a state as powerful as Russia. Thc 
Unitcd States likcwise, cven before it became the only world supcr
powcr, never necdcd more than thc argument of its own interes! în or
dcr to trigger off an intcrnational action or to oppose onc. Washington 
needs only to say, "the interest of the United States requircs", or, con
versely, "does not allow for, this to happen", and everybody will un
derstand the message and respect it. 

Can Romania do that? No, definitely not. lf she ever tried to prac
tise a diplomacy of the niet type, she would be crushcd in no time, as 
she is situated betwccn hugc blocks that could slide and crush hcr un
der. If she placed a bouldcr in the way and thus irritated a great powcr, 
the latter could either remove the boulder altogether, or cut off anoth
er way, since it îs not interested in the Romanian path. 

Whether we like it or not, the world interests only crossed the Ro-
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manian territory a few limes in our history. And whcn that happencd, 
the great powcrs actcd ovcr our hcads. An illustrativc cxample is the 
stake represented by the Romanian oii during World War li. What hap
pened then'? Roman ia 's economy was actually colonizcd by Nazi Ger
many. Fighting in thc othcr camp, the Amcricans and thc British came 
and bombcd Ploiesti so as to hit the German war machinc. lt was of 
no import to them if, besides oii dcrricks and rcfincrics, human bcings 
were blown up, Romanians that had willingly or unwillingly fallcn un
der Germany·s sphere of influence. Although on Romanian soii, the 
oii was the site of confrontation betwcen thc America ns and British on 
the one hand, and the Gennans on thc othcr. Nohody was intcrcstcd in 
Roman ia 's opinion about what was tak ing place on hcr tcrritory. 

Between Megalomania and lsolation 

The first timc I scriously wondcrcd about what sort of diplomacy 
Romania should practisc so as to promotc her interests with succcss 
was when I first ran for thc prcsidency in the autumn of 1992. My fail
ure to win those clections was useful in a way as it cnabled mc to d
well longeron that question and find a pertinent answer. So I pondercd 
less on thc thcory of international relations than on identifying the con
figurat ion of factors that determine thc pattern of a country's interna
tional profile. 

I had been a witness to Romania's foreign policy for a few 
decadcs. I had watchcd thc sinuous stratcgies of thc forcign policy 
practiscd by thc Ceauscscu regime for almost 25 years. from thc mo
ments of its glory in thc late 1960s and thc carly 1970s. to the hope
less isolation of the last years of agonizing communism in Romania. 
Then, after I 990, in my discussions with Western European and U.S.A. 
intcrlocutors, I was struck by the distrust bred by thc inconsistent ele
ments of Romanian diplomacy aftcr thc Revolut ion. 

ln my dialogucs with thc high officials involved in thc Romanian 
foreign policy bcforc 1989 I perccived thcir nostalgia for the great for
eign policy of Ceausescu's Rornania. Stefan Andrei, for instance, 
thought that it should have been revived after 1990 and his strong ar
gument was Romania's international succcsses and visibility in the 
'60s-'70s. 

It would obviously be foolish to deny some successes of Roman
ian diplomacy after 1965 rnerely because Ccauscscu was a dictator. 
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Most of them wcrc in thc doma ins of mediation and good offices. Ro
mania was uscd as a channcl for mcdiation between the Arabs and the 
Israelis as she had managcd to maintain good relations with both par
ties. Romania was also uscful, perhaps not to the same extent, în con
veying messages betwcen the U.S. and China, thanks to her excellent 
relations with China. At a certain moment there was an attempt to in
volve Romanian diplomacy în starting off the peace negotiations be
twecn thc U.S. and Vietnam. We cannot overlook those achievements. 
Those teams of diplomats that carried out actions of mediation and 
good offices deserve all our respect for their professionalism and de
votion to the causc of Roman ia. 

An clementary spirit of fair apprcciation requires that we should 
estimate the dcgrcc în which thcy werc the intrinsic merit of Roman ian 
diplomacy or/and also thc rcsults of favourable circumstances. Did 
anyhody speak of a role played by Roman ia în the peace process în the 
Near East after 1978, when Egypt and Israel signed the Camp David 
Peace Accord'? No, for oncc under American mediation, this process no 
longer needed Roman ia ·s otlices, now irrclevant. The best proof that 
those successcs were circurnstantial and not only the resuit of a wise 
policy, as thc officials used to assert, but also of this country's being 
shortly regardcd as a useful pawn, îs thc very faci that în the 80's the 
rigid obstinacy of thc Romanian regirnc, that rejected even the open
ings of Gorhatchev·s perestroika. had practically cxcludcd this country 
from the intcrnational arena. 

Costly lllusion.,· 

The fact that those successes were reversible, that they were mere 
separate bricks that did noi, în the long run, managc to build an edi
fice beneficiai to this country. clearly threw into relief the idea that the 
thrcads of world history do only accidentally intersect în Romania. 
Ccauscscu could ncver understand it. He remained to the last a prison
er of the illusion that he could treat on an equal footing with the big 
powers of the world. A number of gestures he made in the years when 
he was totally marginaliscd did demonstrate that the border between 
sublimity and ridicule îs very narrow indeed. Paroxysm of ridicule was 
reached în 1988 when Romania emphatically declared she unilaterally 
renounced the status of most favoured nation in her relations with the 
USA. 
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I then found oul that most carccr diplomats of the formcr rcgimc 
do not share Stefan Andrei ·s nostalgia, as Ccausescu subscqucntly 
greatly humiliated them. Whoever is curious cnough to rcad thc Ro
manian representatives' speeches at various intcrnational organisms, 
particularly in the latter half of the 80's, can perceivc thc constraints 
imposed to Romanian diplomats, whose statcmcnts were mere hymns 
to the Great Leader, given to an astounded and shocked audience of 
foreign diplomats. 

The price that Romani an diplomacy had to pay for Ceausescu 's 
megalomania certainly includes thc loss of the previous contact chan
nels with the world's great chanccllcries that had become allergic to 
thc substitution of the personal intcrcsts of the Ceausescu Clan for 
those of Roman ia. 

The question arises, What and who bcncfited from thc Romanian 
diplomacy's successes at that time? How many of thosc moments' op
portunities were used to the benefit of this country, and how many sim
ply served the abysmal cult of Ceausescu ·s personality'? 

Speaking about the costs of Ceausescu 's megalomania sprung oul 
of the temporary succcsses of thc 60's - 70's, wc cannot ovcrlook that 
it severcly burdened the state budgct for a long number of years. I do 
not only refer to the translations. that nobody cvcr rcad, of the bulky 
works of "The Cvmrade" into practically all languagcs of thc world, 
or to the one-issue foreign magazincs and newspapers that sang 
dithyrambs to thc "Great Leader". I also havc in mind the many bil
lions dollars uscd for crcdits and invcstmcnts în thosc fcw countries 
that wcrc still willing in thc 80\ to cxchangc high levei visits with thc 
"Hero o/Peuce". · 

The Rish of lsolation 

Then, in Dccember 1989, whcn Romania bcncfitcd from an un
prccedented capital of sympathy and visibility, wc had all cxpectcd 
that closcr relations with what wc uscd to call in communist times the 
ji-ee 1,rnr/d would rapidly and naturally follow. But thcn therc werc the 
events of March 1990 in Tâargu-Murcs, that placcd us again in the 
shaded cone of suspicion. Friendlcss and unablc to givc convincing 
answers to thc question, ·'Who shot dead or wounded thc victims of 
thc Revolution?", this country found hcrself again on the brink of thc 
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precipice. ln thosc days Roman ia 's situation was cxtremcly risky in 
all respects, including hcr national sovereignty and integrity. 

In March 1990 thcrc occurred an uncontrolled dischargc on the 
Hungarian sidc as wcll as on thc Romanian one. Thc shocking images 
of a man hitting savagcly a fellow being in the very centre of Europe 
went fast round thc world carrying a mcssagc that misinformed on the 
identity of thc guilty party. Was it an accidental slip, or a deliberate 
confusion'? Thc lrish reporter who signed that message according to 
which the victirn he had filmcd - who in fact was a Romanian called 
Cofariu - was ostcnsibly a Hungarian, fallcn "prey to the Romanian's 
savagcry", has ncvcr yct given an cxplanation for his "crror". The 
truth was late rc-cstablished in international press, in marginal notes 
that nobody cvcr rcads, and ncvcr had thc impact of thc initial report 
of the cvents. Had thc intcr-cthnic confrontations gone on, it is diffi
cult to say what Rornania's fote mighl havc bccn. Wc should likc to 
note hcrc thc role playcd hy Prcsident Iliescu. whosc prompt intcrven
tion avoidcd the cscalation of violencc and dcfuscd the situation, as 
well as the part playcd by thc immcdiatc and excmplary actions of the 
civil socicty. 

Using the mcthod of countcr-factual history, wc can ask thc qucry, 
"What could havc happcncd '?" Lct us connect things. Whereas Roma
nia had no fricnds and no crcdibility, Hungary was alrcady on its way 
to a rapprochcmcnt to Western Europe. France had already raised, in 
Dcccrnbcr 1989, thc issuc of a humanitarian intcrvcntion in Romania. 
Wc all saw what carrying that out mcant in thc 1999 intcrvcntion in 
Yugoslavia. Thc late Frcnch Prcsident Frarn;ois Mitterrand had spo
kcn during his visit to Budapcst in February 1990 ahout thc "i11j11s
tic<'" of thc Trianon Trcaty. ln March 1990 nohody was willing tobe 
on Roman ia 's sidc. Thc USSR, st iii cxisting thcn, had no rcason for 
that, and neithcr had thc countrics în thc Council for Mutual Econom
ic Assistance, whosc dissolving had already been proposed. The 
Ukraine, still a Soviet state, was already scnding hostile signals, and 
Hungary, so favourably pcrceived by thc West, clearly showed its hos
tility. Thc situation could havc endcd in a disastrous loss for Romania. 

lt was this circumstance and othcrs. lcss serious perhaps, but of c
qual concern, that dctermined me to try to put an cnd to Romani a 's 
isolation, and make that the main target of my mandate as President 
of Romani a. Thc qucstion I had to answer was," What sort of fore.ign 
policy did Romania need in ordcr to attain that objectivc?" 
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Likc any Romanian I had fclt frustrated in thc early 1990s that, 
contrary to other states in the rcgion that had broken frce from Soviet 
domination, Roman ia seemed to attract only the peripheral interest of the 
DS and the West European states. But the livcly cnthusiasm arouscd by 
the Romanian Revolution in all thc Western capitals was too fresh in my 
memory to let me accept thc supposition of a deliberate neglecl. l knew 
only too well the reasons for thc cold shoulder that thc Western 
Governments gave Bucharest, particularly °'fier the Universi~v Square 
was "c/eansed' in June 1990. I could have subscribed to the thcsis
upheld by many at the time-that this country was a victim of the West"s 
indifference, or even, worse, of un unti-Romanian plot. But that was a 
path that could lead to no constructive building. 

The Code of Conduct 

The main reasons for the Council of Europe and UNO affiliated 
organisations monitoring Romania between 1990 and 1996 and for the 
difficult dialogue she had with the EU and NATO should be lookcd 
for within this country, not without. They lie in the internai and exter
nai conduct of the officials governing Roman ia at that time. 

Making a closer examination of thc ascending course of the rela
tions of such neighbouring countries as thc Czcch Republic, Poland 
and Hungary with the Western structures, I realised quite clcarly two 
things. Firstly that their more rapid perccption as like-minded cozm
trie.,· was also due to the fact that they were better known in the West 
even before 1989. So I could lay the blame with the Ceausescu regime 
without any hesitation and in a voi cc with thc officials of thc tirst ycars 
of our period of transition. I could lay thc blamc with the systematic 
and ever severcr policy of isolating Romania, which rcachcd its cli
max in the 80's, and prcvcntcd our spccialists from kccping pace with 
the corresponding specialists în othcr parts of thc world. 

But I realised that the rcservc of thc Western powcrs was not to bc 
blamed only on the past, but was also to bc accounted for by many ques
tion marks regarding the present. A number of foreign academics and 
politicians I talked with made comments that drovc home this idea. Al
most without exception they drew my attention that, far from mending 
things to the effect Romanians dcsired, thc thesis of an alleged persecu
tion of Roman ia did nothing but strengthen the sensc that thcrc was a 
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serious discrepancy of mentality between this country's rulers and their 
occidental countcrparts. They also pointed out that the Czech Republic, 
Poland and Hungary had a much higher credibility than Romania be
cause they had exprcssed much sooner - some even în the first months 
of 1990 - their aspiration to integrate in the European Communities (the 
name of the European Union before 1993) and to become NATO mem
bers. They had thus stated quite unequivocally their new options of for
eign policy. It is truc that the Programme of the Govemment setup after 
the elections of Scptcmber 1992 defined Roman ia 's joining the Council 
of Europe, thc European Communities, and NATO as priority objectives 
of foreign policy. But as I was to find out during the contacts I had be
tween 1992 and 1996 with Western politicians, therc still was high doubt 
conceming the conespondence betwcen Roman ia 's official dcclarations 
and the actual conduct of the Roman ian Administration. 

Thc list of the attitudes and actions that bred the above-mentioned 
distrust is quitc long. They arc recorded both in thc Romania11 and the 
international media. They rightly became an object of debatc în the elec
toral campaign of 1966, and their echoes and consequences still keep sur
facing. I f Romani a is to get the place and play the part she descrvcs in 
thc European arena. she must establish herself as a crcdible partner în 
thc dialoguc and co-operation with the Western statcs and organisms, as 
a partner hetwecn whose otlicial declaration of principles and actual con
duct thcre is no discrepancy. Using thc idiom of intcrnational rclations 
theory, I would define as prediclahle the conduct that does not contra
dict thc otlicial declarations of a givcn state but concords with them. I 
rcaliscd what great storc the states with a long democratic tradition set 
by this charactcristic from the insistent query that I was asked heforc No
vember 1996: "Do you belicve in the sincerity of the commitmcnts of 
thc present Romanim, Govcrnment?" 

I pledged myself that, whethcr I was going to become Prcsident or 
not, I would do after thc elections of November 1966 all my best to 
dispel the suspicions about the authenticity of this country's opt ion for 
her integration in NATO and UE. 

The Virtuous Circle 

A non-pragmatic foreign policy îs a luxury no state in the world 
can afford. So much less a country like Romania, where the imple
mcntation of a functional market economy needs a substantial influx 
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of capital and expertisc. Moreovcr, bcyond their specific bcncfits -
profit, economic modernisation, creation of new work places - thc rc
lations in the economic domain are the real soii for thc development 
of a sound bilateral rclation. 

My conclusion was that the dialogue and politica! relations bc
twcen states, irrespective of thc levei thcy arc carricd on, arc devoid 
of substance as long as they arc not doubled by the construction of a 
rich network of economic cxchanges. They become thc main site 
where complementary needs can be identifiL'd.:md turned to good ac
count, whcre palpable mutual intcrests bet\\'l.:en states can bc estab
lished, where groups of busincssmcn can appcar in thc two partncr 
statcs, for whom it bccomes an objective of ma_ior intcrcst Io continue 
and further the relations with thc othcr state. For tl11.~SL' ·economic a
gcnts thc forcign country thcy act in. and havc a chancc of incrcasing 
their turnovcr, stops bcing an cntity, more or lcss gcographically re
mote, 11·her<!o/' lhey knmr nolhing. lt bccomcs, so to say, a sccond fa
thcrland. Starting from thcir mvn intcrcsts, thc firms doing business in 
another country come to act as a sort of lobby in its favour. Such a lob
by cxprcsses its argumcnts in thc amount of the economic and social 
bencfits for their own country and they bccomc vcry convincing and 
takcn into account by both politica! factors and thc national public 
opinion. It thus bccomcs thc most cfficicnt \celor in promoting the 
externai imagc of a third country. MorcO\ cr, it crcatcs a sort of virtu
ous circle of bilateral rclations. 0\vn intcrcsts of im cstmcnt co-opera-
11011 and export determine the finns prcscnt 111 thc markct of anolhcr 
country to follow and givc an impctus Io strcngtlkning the bilateral 
legal framcwork , to support thc development of politica! rclations. 

When forcign business is doing wcll, a possiblc risk for thc sccurity 
of thc country it works in starts 10 bc perccived as an mm risk. Consider
ing that, as a rulc, strategic im cslors in thc \\'orld come from developed 
democratic countries it is easy to understand why it is crucial that a coun
try in Romani a 's position should enter into the arca of their attention. 

Another palpable advantagc of attracting this type of invcstors re
sults from the fact that they bring in thc dcstination country both the 
capital it so badly necds in order to developa modern economic infra
structure, and also the cui turc of a market economy that works strictly 
within the law, thus stimulating the emergcnce of a business climate 
similar to that in the Western countries. 
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Thc long scries of visits, participation în international conferences, 
and rnany other diplomatic cvcnts that are on the agenda of a coun
try's official reprcscntativc may scem, regarded from a distance, mere 
occasions for elegant convcrsation, whose echoes die with thc parting 
greetings. This may be thc casc. But I for one refused to regard in this 
light this compulsory, and most frcquently very demanding compo
nent part of a Prcsidcnt 's mandate. 

I had understood cvcn al a time when it never crosscd my mimi 
that onc day I would come to play an important role în shaping Roma
nia 's forcign policy that, în a world of an increasing intcrdepcndcncc, 
drawing room diplomacy is a species about to bccome cxtinct. 
Decadcs latcr I was going to _judge diplomatic performancc function 
of thc opportunitics of economic co-operat ion opcncd by a mecting or 
rcccption, a visit or thc participation în an international confercncc. I 
would likc to cmphasisc thc word "opportunitics" hccause, - as in al) 
countrics in the arca wc bclong to, and wherc thcrc îs scparation of 
powcrs and a dcccntralizcd economy - the extent to which these op
portunities arc turncd to good account în Romania has not dcpcnded, 
and cannot dcpcnd, 011 thc hcad of thc state. 

ln the Cart 

Su111111er 2002, B11churest 
I havc bccn watching 011 TV thc offcnsive of the formcr mcmbcrs 

of thc CPEx. Aftcr 12 ycars it 's thcir right. Thcy havc becn thc only 
u11cs to pay, onc way or thc othcr, for thcir politica! actions. Thcy arc 
rclativcly rcasonablc in thc consistency with which they arc dcfcnding 
thcir past. On scrccn thc wcll-known fig.urc of Stcfan Andrei, formcr 
sccrctary of thc Central Committcc and l~rcign minister. His figurc is 
sort of tcnsc, and this tc11scncss is justificd by thc insistcncc of the re
porter for obtaining a statement that would compromise prcsident Ili
escu, his former colleaguc in the Secretariat of the Central Commit
tcc. He firmly refuses to make any comments. A ycar ago a statement 
cscaped him unawarcs: ·111 the limes when I used to drive the cart Ili
escu would sit at the back.' Now he does not meet the challcnge any
more and he hrings the topic gradually to Ceausescu's foreign policy. 
Here he îs on his territory and he praises it unreservedly, comparing it 
to the foreign policy after the revolution, which he considers servile 
and ridiculous. Although I cannot approve of his position, I can un-

315 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



L:MIL CONSTANTINFS( ·t i 

derstand him. During talks with diffcrcnt western politicians who 
knew him before 1990 I havc rcceived the confirmalion that he was 
regarded as a good foreign minister. He goes back to thc theme of thc 
great prestige of the Roman ian foreign policy. creative and of large in
temational intluence. And the theme of Ceausescu 's dignity. 

A few days laterit is Paul Niculescu-Mizil's turn. He also brings 
the discussion gradually to Ceausescu's forcign policy and, asin his 
memoirs, he gives numerous examples of the great poli tical successcs 
of Roman ia, and most of all of Ccausescu 's independence. 

Two years before, at Yalta, during a frec discussion. the presidcnts 
of severa I countries of the former Soviet block and former members 
of the Political Sureau of the Soviet Uni0t1 Communist Party had lrn
morously told the story of how Brczhnev had made fun of 'Nicu"s 
coming to Yalta, as he had bccn seen as a sort of a naysayer, and treat
ed with arnused supcriority. What Stcfan Andrei, Paul Niculescu-Mizil 
and other defenders of Ceuscscu ·s forcign policy -- to which onc can
not deny certain attitudcs, initiativcs and evcn accomplishments - for
gol to mention was that. aftcr thc fall of comrnunism. it had brought 
Roman ia to the situation of not having any friends arnong either thc 
western or castern powers or the ncighhouring countries. Also they 
forgot to talk about the humility of the Roman ian diplomats of any 
rank during Ccausescu·s last decade. \vhich diplomats were forced to 
read during international confcrences inept texts praising their mighty 
ruler, to thc stupefaction of their interlocutors. And they a Iso forgot 
thc last ycars. when Ceauscscu was no longer welcomc anywhere and 
whcn he would squandcr the money gathered with difficulty at the ex
pense of thc suffering Romanian pcoplc in order to finance diffcrent 
autocratic leaders from the Third World _just to get invitcd sornewhcre 
or to receive sorne visits to Bucharest. 

lf I can understand Stefan Andrei and Niculescu-Mizil. it is not 
with the sarne considcration that I can look at the second-hand peoplc 
hiding in thc Social Democratic Party or the scribes in second-hand 
party-atliliated newspapers who. during every pro-western construc
tion of the Roman ian policy and cspecially during the Kossovo NATO 
campaign, waved texts dcnouncing our servitude towards the Mighty 
Powers and other such things. I didn 't throw thc baby out with thc 
bathwater and during my term Roman ia ·s rclations with China. Russia 
and several pro-western countries form the Middle East have not dete
riorated buton the contrary. thcy have improved. Thc truly new aspect 
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in the Romanian policy was dignity, a real dignity based on fidelity to 
the fundamental principles of democracy and international law, and 
not on circumstantial aspects or in the service of personal interests. 

The Sign ,~fthe Eagle 
June l 99R, Washington 

A rcccption given by Ambassador Mircea Geoană in honor of my 
oftici al visit to the Unitcd States. High rank officials of the American Ad
ministration and Congress take part. Christopher Smith, an old friend, 
and rcpresentativc of the US at thc Geneva Human Rights Commission, 
thc Chicf of the US dclegation at the OSCE and thc President of the 
I lclsinki Commission of the American Congress invited me to take a 
\Valk on the alleys of the gardcn of the ambassador's residence. · I am 
counting on the support of the Roman ian delegation for the rcsolution 
\Ve have initiated' -- he said straight. 'Chris -- I answered în the same way
this is a situation in which Romania must keep an old externai rclation
ship, and which bas a special politica! significancc. I am not the one who 
has created it, but it is impo11ant for Romania that wc maintain it. I nccd 
you to understand me.' He did not like it, but he understood. 

A year later, a new resolution initiated by the United States at 
(ieneva_ lt îs the same Romanian politica! interest, so I ask Ambas
sador Maxim not to attend. and instead to ask for a mceting with the 
American ambassador one day before the meeting. in order to trans
mit our decision, which amounts to a vote against thc American reso
lution. This time the interventions arc stronger, Madeleine Albright 
calls Petre Roman, who is in Cairo, to ask for an explanation. The 
phone rings in Cotroceni a Iso, for Zoe Petre. Exactly on the day of thc 
(ieneva vote Zoe Petre must take the plane to the United States, where 
the session of the mixcd American-Roman ian commission for thc s
trategic partncrship US-Romania is taking place. Petre Roman is hon
est and answers that according to the Romanian custom the president 
gives direct ordcrs to thc ambassadors rcgarding the position they must 
takc and he has to confirm to those decisions out of solidarity for the 
administration to which he belongs. It is an answer formulated in a 
typically American manner, which they understand best. Although they 
do not like it, thcy respect that type of attitude. Two days later Zoe Pe
tre calls me from Washington to inform me about thc debates of the 
rnixed Commission. She tells me that during the first day the mem
bcrs of the American delegation have looked pretty grim, but that 
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on the sccond day, during his speech. thc chief of the American dele
gation had dcclarcd that actually in a real partnership what matters is 
that thc interests of each party are rcspectcd. 

Two months later, anothcr Geneva session. Romania votcs accord
ing to thc proposals of thc United States but a Iso in accordancc with 
its own principles and intcrcsts. A fcw days latcr I reccivc a lctter from 
Jesse Holmes, thc Republican cagle in Congrcss, who thanks me for 
the vote of the Romanian delegation. I cannot refrain from pointing 
out that, without the other two small sidesteps maybe the Romanian 
favorable vote to the other initiativcs of the United States would havc 
gone unnoticed. 
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THE BLACKBOX 

Coffee Break 
Decemher I 996, Lishon - Decemher 2000, Nice. 

Thc doors of thc largc confcrencc rooms and those of the smaller 
rooms for bilateral mcetings open suddenly and în rushes a noisy 
crowd ofjournalists: thefloshes of cameras brighten up the dim-lit 
place. The red lights of video cameras criss-cross, the reporters gather 
up, useless notebooks în their hands. 

The politîcians work up forced smiles under the spotlights, they plas
ter wide, false smiles on their faces and prctend to have conversations, 
making commonplace remarks towards thc avid tape rccordcrs. Thcn 
guided discreetly by thc press otlicers and nudgcd in by the sccurity scrv
iccs. the joumalists vanish into thc rooms with mineral water and coffee. 
The doors closc slowly. but firmly. Thcy will rcopcn after a while so that 
thc statesmen. busincssmcn and military lcadcrs could make their usual 
statcments to thc prcss dircctly or through thcir spokespcrsons: or so that 
they could line up în perfect ordcr on thc platform. in front of pens fiii cd 
with joumalists to havc thcir/t1111i~1· snupshots taken. 

What happcns bchind closcd doors'! What îs being discusscd dur
mg thc countless H"orking hreak/asts and /1111ches, during the hlack fie 
dinners and cspccially during thc summit cof/'ee hreaks'? How about 
the in/inmal meetings, what is happening al private talks or during the 
walks on the silent alleys of thc well-guarded parks, surrounding ofti
ci al residences? How is it that thcy )cave their mark upon the history, 
geography or economy of al I countries, upon the li fe and death of 
dozens, hundreds and millions of people, upon the future of some na
tions? What really hides behind thc faces of those peoplc we see cvery 
night on television or în thc newspaper photographs as they get off 
planes, as thcy get în or out of black li mos, as thcy climb up and down 
palace stairs, as thcy talk from official desks, guarded by banners or 
as they sit around round. oval, rectangular or square tablcs? 

What do we really know about the people who rute countries, who 
make decisions that affect large areas, continents or even worlds? What do 
tllL'v look like at close distancc and especially what are they like în reality? 
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Input - Output 
Ocroher f () 73. The Geology f JeJJOrlmenl 

The first lecture that I was supposcd to give for thc Geology De
partment is entitled, 'Physical Mcthods of Mi11crals Analysis'. lt is as
signed to me because no one clsc would havc it, si11ce it has been re
cently added to the curriculum and it i11volvcs k11owledge of physics, 
mathematics and advanced chcrnistry along with top technology; 
moreover, laboratory work is rcquired. ln thc 1970s there was a major 
technological breakthrough conccrning physical methods of analysis. 
This started out with the great American Apoi Io project that culminat
ed with man 's first landing 011 the :vtoon. 011 this occasion, important 
geologica I samples werc take11. for thc analysis of v,hich a ncw tech
nology was implcmented. This tcchnology îs still cmploycd extensive
ly nowadays. The new picccs of cquipment that wc sec i11 brochures 
are al) the same: small-sized. pcarl-grcy a11d always accompanied by a 
young blonde in the picturc. Whcn I began to sec thcm i11 laboratories 
(without the blondes), I was ablc to 11oticc thc changc more accuratc
ly. While thc old cquipment was still in usc, its dimcnsio11s so big that 
they took up the entire space 011 la bora tory tab Ies, al I thc components 
and stages of the analysis could be secn and followcd dircctly. With 
the ncw oncs, everything is reduccd to diagrams: input, black box and 
output. You can no longer follow what gocs on bctwccn input a11d out
put. Ever~1 thing you can sec is a box whcrc you put thc sample to be 
analyzcd and which givcs you a record of thc analysis resuit on tra11s
parencies or just somc figures 011 thc attachcd computer. lt is much 
more difficult to explain to the stude11ls what gocs 011 i11 the mysteri
ous black box in order for thcm to he ahlc to grasp thc diffcrcnccs be
twee11 the radiatio11 typcs that ha\c bccn cmploycd, the orbital leaps, 
the alterat ion of the crysta I clrnins and tlw crrors which might occur. 

Octoher / <)96, Brussels 
After a year of expericncc accumulatcd în office, I rcalizcd that, in 

a way, keeping the same analogy, in modem foreign affairs, it is becom
ing more difficult to detecta general routc of signals than it uscd tobe a 
few decades ago. This state of affairs has led to a rise in the i11terest of 
the public opinion în the hidden a11d unreachable areas of internation
al politics, that is in what actually gocs 011 insidc the black box. 

Everybody can notice thc input signals, initiativcs, proposals, dec
larations of the state policics as well as the output signals, the out-
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comes of negotiations, thc tcxts of international documents, the suc
ccss or failure of surnrnits. Most people are having a hard time under
standing why, quite oftcn, thc output signal no longer has the slightest 
connection with what scemed to be meant originally and, sometimes, 
cvcn with events that triggercd a certain diplomatic decision. The feel
ing is all the more frustrating as you appear to think that you witness 
all that is happening and know everything. Everything is shown on TV 
and your eyes and ears are perrnanently bombarded by a ceaseless flow 
of information, but, despite this, you no longer manage to understand 
precisely what is going on. The chaotic signals generated by this kind 
of information, which flashes at amazing speed and which is often con
tradictory, have actually become a source of confusion. Under the cir
cumstances, it is not in thc lcast surprising that people are becoming 
more and more intcrcsted in finding out what is going on, especially 
that, many times, things go on completely diffcrently than expected. 

August 1996, A thens 
After having traveled across Greece from cast to west, we madea 

short stop in the capital of Greecc. ln a cafe near thc ruins of the 
Parthenon, a lady whosc farnily had a prosperous business in Braila 
says to mc obviously plcascd with her find: "What an intriguing para
dox we are witnessing in our countries: on the one hand we have Ro
man ia, a rich country with poor peoplc and on the other there is 
Greece, a poor country with rich peoplc." I think that the spirit of en
tcrprise which has left its mark upon the psychology of the Greeks for 
two millennia would be an explanation for that. It's not that, I have 
got a better idea: I think that has to do with the connection between 
our peoples and communisrn in thc last half of the century. 

On the train coming from thc University of Patras, by which Zoe 
Petre and I had been traveling, we had ridden in the same car with an 
clderly, well-dresscd gentleman who chatted away in a confident man
ner; when he learned that wc wcre Rornanian, he was intent on grati
fying us by talking about his admiration for the accomplishments of 
the Ceausescu regime and by severcly criticizing the unbearable state 
of affairs in Greece. He proudly admitted to having been an old com
munist fighter. I asked if he had ever met any Romanian communist 
fighters. He answered he hadn 't. As for myself, I have met Greek com
munists. After 1947, a few Greek communist refugees from the Civil 
War were housed in some blocks that had been built on the former es-
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tate of the Bratianu family, in Florica. I wcnt to school in Pitcsti with 
their children. 

What was it that dccided the victory or the defcat of communism in 
the southeastem European countries at the end of the Sccond World War'! 
Who did that? What did we know then and what do wc know now'! 

There was a discrepancy between the documcnts that had becn made 
public following all the summits of the leaders ofthe USSR, Unitcd States .. 
Great Britain who had met in Tehran, in December 1943, in Yalta, in Feb
ruary 1947, in Potsdam, in July-August 1947, and what the world would 
only later leam, once Winston Churchitrs memoirs had been published. 

After ending his life as a politician, Churchill allows himself tobe 
completely sincere in writing his Memoirs. Upon relating his meeting 
with Stalin. that had taken place in Moscow on November 2nd, 1944. 
he makes the following tersc commcnt: ··our private conversations 
were much more clear and direct. It was the right moment for taking 
action, so I said to him: 'Lct"s get down to business and settlc the mat
ters in the Balkans. Wc havc interests to protcct there along with sev
era! operations and agents. Let us not reach contlicting conclusions 
for menial tasks. As for Russia and Great Britain. would it suit you to 
have 90°/ci control in Romania, leaving us with 90(1/o in Grecce and sct
tling for 50% in Yugoslavia?' While this was being translated, I wrote 
on a slip of pa per: Romania-Russia. 90~ii. the othcrs, I 0°/ci: Grcece
Great Britain, in agreement with the Unitcd States, 90r1/i,: Russia, I 0%: 
Yugoslavia, 50%-50<½i: 1-lungary. 50%-50r!1ii: Bulgaria-Russia, 75°/o, 
the others, 25%. I pushed this slip of papcr towards Stalin who, mean
while, had heard the translation. A short pausc followcd. Thcn he took 
his bluc pcncil and signed his approval. Aftcr that, he gave it back to 
me. Everything took as long as it had taken us to writc it all down." 

Needless to say, this story is common knowlcdgc. the agrecmcnt 
was abided by for 45 years, cspccially as far as Romania and Greecc 
are concemed: and this happened despite all thc more or less belliger
ent statements madc by both part ies during that period of timc. 

Unknown Europe 
I long concentrated, even beforc 1989, on making out thc deep mean

ing of the famous phrase that Neville Chamberlain (Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, 193 7-1940 ) uttered before World War 11. trying to explain 
in 1938 the position of his Cabinet conceming thc Nazi aggrcssion against 
Czechoslovakia: "It is a remote country that wc know nothing about." 
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I wondered i f such an ignorance could account for the fact that in 
spitc of having hcr intcgrity guaranteed by France and Great Britain, the 
great Western dcrnocracics, Romania ended by being crushed between 
Gcnnany and the Soviet Un ion, the two totalitarian colossi of the time. 

Looking rctrospcctivcly at thc picture of the political, military, eco
nomic, commercial, and cultural relations between this country and ei
ther of her above-mentioned allies, I have found out that the network 
of the economic and commercial ties was extremely fragile. I was inter
ested to chcck how much the absence or the quasi-absence of a humus e
conomicus proved responsiblc for Roman ia 's destiny in the 1930s and 
1940s. I spent some time reading historical works on the epoch. 

A short time before thc end of the war, the British historian Hugh 
Seton-Watson in commenting on Chamberlain 's statement, pointed 
oul that, although situatcd at only a few hundred miles' distancc from 
Britain, the over one hundrcd mi Ilion inhabitants of the countries ex
tending bctween thc Gcrmany and Russia of that time -that is the Ro
manians, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians, Bulgarians, etc - were 
exotic notions for thc British. Whereas they were quite familiar with 
the Zulu, Malay, and Maori territories and customs, the British found 
thc namcs of thc pcoples, the rivers, and mountains in the unknown 
Europe impossible to pronounce and coming from another world. This 
paradoxical situation was mostly duc to thc fact that the British com
panies · economic and commercial interests werc quite palpablc in A
sia and Africa, but extrcmcly fragile in Central Europe. That is why 
Scton-Watson appreciatcd that '"when Mr Chambcrlain said about the 
Czcchs and Slovaks that they wcre a people lff knoH· nothing ahout 
he was telling thc truth and spoke on behalf of the British people". 

Many othcr historical works emphasisc the major role played by 
economic considerations in perfecting the decision of the Western 
powers, allicd in their armed resistance against Nazi forces, and sub
sequently against thc Red Army in various areas of Europe. Whether 
I likcd it or not, I had to accept that no Allied Government could im
posc upon public opinion the blood sacrifice of their countries' young 
soldiers in defencc of anothcr country by exclusively invoking noble 
principles. lf besides principles and politica) commitments the Paris 
and London Cabincts could have demonstrated that Romani a 's im
pending fall under the domination of-Nazi Gennany, or later, of Soviet 
Russia, was going to ruin major economic interests, then .... 

Even if the history of the 20 Century cannot be rewritten, we 
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should however retain that pragmatism is a pivot of fon:ign policy ac
tion, and that diplomacy, in its traditional mcaning. risks remaining a 
form devoid of substance unless it is supported and roundcd off by e
conomic diplomacy. 

The Bal/ Book 
5 Septemher I()() 7. Vilnius 

At the dinner offered by thc host of the confcrcnce, thc president 
of Lithuania, Algirdas Brazauskas, we al) have in front of us a card 
with a symbolic pen drawing. The president of Poland, Kwasnievski. 
takes the card in front of him and circulates it in order to get the sig
naturcs of all presidents present. 

I remember Churchill'.-.. Memoirs. whcrc thc formcr prime minis
ter of the U.K. tells how he was stunned at the dinncr after the Pots
dam Conference when Stalin got up and started collecting thc signa
tures of all those prcsent ovcrleaf of thc dinncr mcnu. 

Our conference has a gencrous subjcct - the good ncighbourlincss 
relationships between European states --. and our signaturcs can offer a 
guarantee for the symbol of the pen drawing: a world of undcrstanding. 
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ODES AND BALLADS 

The Miorita-Type Transition 

Janz1c11:r. 2 7 2000, Cotroceni Pa/ace 
I welcomc Francis Fukuyama in thc Yellow Hali. I had met him 

some timc ago at Harvard University, at a symposium under his pa
tronagc together with Huntington and I am glad that he has come to 
Romania to take part in an intcrnational seminar with the unattractive 
titlc "Social Capital in Economic Development". ln fact, Alina 
Mungiu, who uscd her period at Harvard to befriend valuable and dis
t inguished pcrsonalitics in thc interests of Romania through the Acad
emic Society, has to takc ful! credit for bringing him Io Romania. Al
though. The End o(Histo,:\· and then The End o(Hist01:r and the Las! 
.\1a11 are thc books that madc him famous, his volume Trust: The So
cial Virtues al1ll the Creatio11 o/Prosperit1· is to me much more impor
tant taking into account thc difficultics wc arc currently confronted 
\Vith. With a pcdantry that is typical of a professor, Fukuyama takes 
his timc in defining first and foremost thc terms he cmploys:.fixed as
sets madc up of plants, machincry, buildings used for production; hu
man capital, understood as thc skills and knowlcdge that people have 
in their mind; social capital, rcprcscnting thc abi lity of pcoplc to work 
togcthcr in groups and organizations bascd on sharing the same norms 
and values, ability that allows thcm to set up a business in the eco
nomic environmcnt and to cfficicntly run organizations. 

Seen as such, the social capital may be from a politica! point of 
view more important than dernocracy, which may sometirnes remain 
_just a non-capitalizcd premise. Liberal democracy proclaims a gov
crning systcm in which thc state no longcr organizcs evcrything, so
cial organization is lcft to socicty and only a truc social capital allows 
it to structurc itself into groups of intercsts, poli tical partics, associa
tions. ln post-comrnunist societics, where during the period of dicta
torship, the state had everything organized, up to family and individ
ual levei, this issuc is truly relevant. 
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Fukuyama did not !imit himsclf to presenting the theory, but he 
courageously embarked upon a casc study which he entitled "Trust, So
cial Solidarity and Economic Development in the case of Romania". 

With the typical honesty of US acadcmics, Fukuyama wams us that 
"in post-Ceausescu Romania, people seem to have !ost the ability to sec 
the common good and tobe unitcd in attaining it. Thc cxperience of a 
difficult t_ransition seems to havc rendered people unable to understand 
the fact that failure also comes as a resuit of this, bui on the contrary, it 
has reinforced the idea that man stands alone, or only with close mcm
bers of his family against the others. Among the countries studied by 
opinion polis - he goes on - Romanians seem tobe the ones with thc 
highest leve) of distrust in the fact that common people can intluence 
the politica! process and a very low dcgrcc of involvcment in voluntary 
organizations, especially charities which fight for human rights." Un
fortunately, I can do nothing else but agree with him. 

To reinforce his statements, and maybc to colour them up a bit, 
Fukuyama quotes, surprisingly to me, George Schopffin and Michael 
Shafir, two American authors, thc latter of Romanian origin, who con
sider that the '"paradigmatic ballad for the mental makeup of the Ro
manian people, Miori ta, is a story about the lack of trust among pco
ple, the envy and the inability to proiect onesclf oul of lack of trust 
that onc can be helped out." 

In 1993, whilc I was rectorat the Univcrsity, a reader from thc 
Faculty of Letters, who had conducted thc high school graduation ex
am in a small town in the country, had told me that onc of the pupils. 
whcn asked about thc mcaning of thc ballad "Miori1u'·. had answercd 
vcry sure of himself: "Whcn thrce Romanians do business togcther. 
two of thcm make a deal to kil I thc third." Back thcn I thought that 
this story was just another of thosc "high school gems" and I am vexed 
that two reputed researchers would sec it, despite their elevated lan
guage in more or less the same colours. Such an approach has its risks. 
Any piece of literary work may be turned into a simplistic messagc. 
How can social capital act at King Arthur\ court? 

At the end of the seminar, I offcred all the participants ··an hon
orary wine" at Cotroceni. During the talks I mcntion thc fact that the 
greatest victory of comrnunism was thc victory against the individual. 
Before attacking the Adrninistration, Church, Justice, before destroy
ing the rural cornrnunity, before crashing thc elites, cornmunisrn had 
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dashed al thc individual, by isolating and depcrsonalizing him. It trans
formed him from a being into a number. This occurred by canceling 
all his particular fcaturcs, giving him instead thc pertaining to a class 
or social category. As a consequcnce of that, man had rcceived from 
the communist perspective, the traits of the class or the category he 
was coming from. He was always talked about in the plural. Commu
nism was not interestcd in knowing the worker Ion Popescu, the house
wife Nicoleta Ionescu, or the student Dan Georgescu. Communism 
has known, workers, housc\vives, studcnts. 

Before 1989, I uscd to teii my colleagues at the University that at 
thc Dcpartment wc arc peop/e, at thc University nume.,· and at the M in
istry percentages. Thc best thing to be in Romania - a lecturer in 
Physics told mc a word that was going around -- is to be a per head in
habitant, in which casc you ,vould be the owner of a big quantity of 
butter, steel and meat that otherwisc would not be available to you. 

I nourished thc hopc that this tcrriblc operation of unifying indi
vidual consciousness into a collcctive one had not succecded. Today I 
know that it had. Ceauscscu's 11e1r man is now among us. Thc western 
man who begins to look likc a serial product does not always look that 
well either. From thc communist period we were lcft with 1/enut:::a 
tractor gir/, Marinica a Iso known as the slackcr and thc ncighbour's 
goat. What norms, what valucs, what trust? Thc so-ca lied business 
rncn of the underground cconomy throw to our face the American slo
gan: "More important than rnoney is more money'', and opinion polis 
show that 85°/4i of the peoplc do not bclieve that corruption will ever 
diminish. lt may wcll be that social capital is for us a tragic ballad from 
ancient times, projccted onto the screen of a computer. 

The Last Link 

"What is thc aim of social solidarity'? - Constantin Rădulescu
Motru wondcred, trying to decipher the psychology of the Roman ian 
people from this point of view. lt aims at a harmonizing of individual 
souls into one single soul of the cntirc society. lt aims at raising the 
intercsts of the group above purely personal interests. Doesn 't he rep
rcsent, therefore, the very soul of the ideal of so/idarity'? Far from it. 
The Roman ian is as good a solidary as the member of a primitive com
munist society is a good social ist. In order to correspond to the ideal 
of social solidarity, the Roman ian would need the self-awareness of 
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personal sacrifice. Then therc would bc thc will for such a sacrifice. 
And he has not got either one of them. He just has a gregarious soul. 
By a gregarious soul, sociology understands something clse than a sol
idary soul. Solidarity is the work of a conscious sacrifice, it is the fast 
link in the moral heightening of will; whereas gregariousness is a state 
triggered by circumstances and habits. We should Iove our people, be 
solidary in sacrifice, but above all cach and everyone of us should be 
somebody. There is sacrifice whcn wc know wc make it. Thc tlocks of 
sheep that throw themselves by imitation into the watcr and drown 
make no sacrifice since they do not know what they do. 

The Cuculea.,·a Experiment 

Tcrrifying images on the evcning TV ncws: a reporter broadcasts 
from a village allcy where pi Ies of rnud arc highcr than thc windows 
of houscs. lt is thc villagc of Cucu leasa from Moldavia, Buzău county. 
Thc images are continually broadcast on all TV channcls, with sccnes 
of land covcred by watcr. This is how thc imagc of a national disastcr 
as a consequencc of heavy rain is crcatcd. I call Dorin Marian on the 
phone: he should havc an airplanc rcady for us to go to Buzau. At the 
airport in Buzău thcrc should bc a helicopter for mc to tly ovcr thc 
arca to asscss thc amplitudc of thc disastcr. On thc following morning 
I find mysclf on rny way to thc airporl. I tlip through thc ncwspapcrs. 
On thc front pagc: an cscalation of thc disastcr. Rig hcadlincs: "Ro
mania covcrcd by watcr or 8(l1/o undcr watcr". ln fact, insidc thc ncws
papcr wc can rcad that it is in fact 80'~ o of thc countics whcrc thcrc 
havc bccn affccted arcas. On thc plane to Bu1.ău \VC can sec nolhing 
bui dry land duc to thc drought. Thcn. in the helicopter wc tly ovcr thc 
county with thc prefect and idcntify a fc\\' arcas whcrc thcrc had bcen 
indecd ovcr1lows. Thcsc arc thc normal consequcnccs of an insuffi
cient systcm of dams and land improvcmcnl. 

After coming back, wc arc cxpcctcd by cars in ordcr to make for 
Cuculcasa. In the mcantime, thc dclegation has grown in number. In 
addition to thosc that had come with mc from Bucharcst -- minister 
Noica. general Palaghia, the chicf of Civil Defcnse and the minister 
secrctary of state in chargc of the cnvironmcnt - thcre is the prefect. 
the chairman of the County Council, deputics and scnators represent
ing the county in the Parliament. The cars are sinking in the dust, in 
the areas where there scems to havc been no rain. There are no signs 
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of rain until we reach indeed Cuculeasa in the village of Ziduri. Here 
the disaster is real and it adds to thc terriblc smell of mud and bodies 
of poultry and farm animals in dccomposition. I enter. There are many 
TV and press reporters as usual, but this time, they are less loud be
cause the images arc cxtremcly shocking. 

We have reached Cuculeasa at a dramatic point in time. It is one 
thing to read the figurcs in thc newspapers regarding the number of 
houses that had becn demolished and even people killed by the waters 
and a completely different thing to actually be there, surrounded by 
that horrible smell of animal carcass, and by the slippery mud which 
seems to be a representation of what the inferno could be, and, in ad
dition to alt that. thc drarnas of the people left without a household, 
confused and powerless. Thc reporters, more than usual, are silent, 
rather reserved, sorne of them forced by the inadequate clothing to s
tay at a safe distance from the mud our fcct wcrc sinking into up to 
our knees. I go from housc to housc; I cannot skip any, because I can
not betray the desperat ion in the cycs of the people staying at the gates. 
When I finish visiting the houses on the left side of the road that have 
hccn the most affected I am askcd to go by those on the right side that 
have not bcen covcrcd by mud, but that wcrc nevcrthcless affected by 
thc tlood. When wc rcach thc edgc of thc village, wc try together with 
a fcw specialists to look al thc causcs for this phenomenon which had 
manifcsted itself so dcstructively, howcvcr, al a small scale. 

A cloud dischargc had made thc watcrs of an insignificant stream 
swell up, blocking thc bridge undcr the railway dam blowing the hous
cs on the left bank of thc allcy. A fcw hours had becn cnough for thc 
cvcning disastcr to causc all that damagc. Wc go to the village ~chool, 
a clean school, but with outsidc restroorns: and whilc it is truc that it 
is white-washed the levei of civilization is still a hundred years old. 
Once again wc arc faccd with the same problem: the lack of elemen
tary action to introduce utilities in villages. We enter a classroom 
whcrc I ask General Mihai Palaghia, the Chicf of Civil Defense to lay 
on the teacher's desk the topographic map of the affected area, for us 
to find an appropriate spot for building new houses given the fact that 
the degree of deteriorat ion of those affected by the disaster is great. I 
ask the prefect, thc Chairman of the County Council, the mayor, the 
rninisters, the state secretaries to teii me exactly what îs that they can 
do and the amount of time it would take them to do it, because I am 
aware of the fact that I cannot go out in front of the people without 
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telling them anything definite and if I teii them, whatcvcr I say would 
have to be done in the promiscd span of time. We find the spot, wc all 
reach the conclusion that there are available funds for huilding thirty 
housc. At the same time, we agrce on the total arnount of aid that can 
be distributed to people, when a11d how it would come, who will pro
vide thc materials, where they will be deposited, and I ask for definite 
organizational measures and cornmitment. When I come out, I can teii 
the people gathered what the aids are going to be 11'1,at they wi/1 hene
jitfrom and when. They are to decide if they wish to move to thc new 
site on a hill near thc village, that thc villagc will frec it and the Coun
ty Council will approvc, or i11 casc thcy wish, to stay 011 thc old site 
and receive an amount of moncy for rcpairi11g thcir houscholds and 
for thc damagc. 

Before leaving for Bucharesl, as I can sec thc lack of trust in peo
p le 's cyes regarding the promises as well as thc dcspair that once I 
leavc, nothing will happcn. I promise to come back i11 a 111011th to sce 
what has hcc11 donc in thc meantimc. 

30 Septemher 1999 
Thc month has passcd a11d I come back to Cuculcasa, accompa

nied by the same pcople as the first time. Firstly, I am i11formcd 011 
what had been donc up to that poinl: thc aids had bcc11 distrihuted and 
furthcr, private or partially private funds had hccn madc availahle, thc11 
I go to talk to thc pcoplc. I go to sec thc situation with thc houscs. 

Thc houscs arc in an advanccd stage of finalizing, in fact thcy arc 
vcry ci osc to having thc roof built. somc of thcm cvcn had thc roof ready. 
Just as I had askcd from thc vcry bcginning, cach of thc victims of thc 
disastcr had hecn given a plot of land, to hui Id a housc and onc, behind, 
for thc dcpcndcncies wilh thc right of owncrship ovcr thal land. 

As always, the most difficult thing: talking to thc pcople. Now. 
howcvcr, I thought that cverything would he casier. ll was onc of the 
fcw cascs in which what had bccn promiscd was also achicvcd. lt was 
noi as casy as that. Peoplc kcep on asking. Thcy say that "'now wc have 
houses, but wc have no fumiture". I ask around if an effort can bc madc 
to havc fumiture dclivcred to thcm. They teii us that wintcr is coming 
and they ask to be built stovcs. Thcn, thcy say that it would not hurt 
them to havc somc refrigerators.l inquirc around and I am assured that 
there will be money to distribute refrigerators as wcll. I say once more: 
these pcople have been built houses, the land, thc house and even the 
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applianccs have bcen givcn to them. Unfortunatcly, exccpt for three or 
four, who thought of contributing themselves to thc building of thcir 
futurc house, to push a whcclharrow, to lay a brick, to make a fence -
since they know which thcir plot of land was, - with the exception of 
these two or three more diligent pcasants, who had started at thc samc 
time, to build themsclvcs, at thc back their dcpendencies, while the 
construction workers wcre raising their house. the great majority. al
most al) of the others. wcre content with standing by, commenting, 
giving advice to thc construction workcrs ahout how they should work. 
in what order, and whcn thcy come. they insist on claiming that every
thing îs donc in a wrong way. Some of them insist on expiai ning in 
front of the puzzled engineers the fact that they will not have a chim
ney, because the roof had to he madc differcntly. It is even worse that 
people have startcd talking. Thosc that had receivcd 15 million lei for 
rcpairs - which in 1998 was a lump sum of money - and who had rc
ceived both goods and aid - bccause they had chosen not to move 
house - are now discontcnt. Although I am not persuaded that what I 
do îs right - the presidcnt should noi usually start what should start by 
itsclf - , I insist just for thc achicvcment of thcse wishes, having in 
mind thc idea that, if wc cannot sohc ncithcr the povcrty nor the dis
asters all over the country. wc should be able to show that at least in 
one of the places we could mohilize to make somcthing precise, some
thing that cannot he disputcd and indccd. as I havc promised all hous
cs had hcen built before snowfall. Everything that had bcen promiscd, 
had been done. Are pcoplc content'? No. far from it. Onc of the gifted 
directors and produccrs of thc Romanian tclcvision, Mihalache, has 
madea film about thc disastcr and thc buildings from Cuculeasa. And 
he has presented it in Scptemhcr 2000. In this film I see the people as 
they really are. Nothing has hecn made ovcr, except for the sky that 
had been captured in cxtraordinary images. 

Ticu Alexe draws upon my attention the fact that there will be on 
TV another film by Mihalache, dedicated to the experimentat Cu
culeasa. The film is built around a metaphor which leads as if on a 
string the dialogues with the people. This time, most of the talks are 
with those that consider themsclvcs to be "the lower village" and who 
envy those from "the upper village", that îs those who had got the 
houses. The really intercsting character here, an almost literary char
acter of this film is thc former PDSR mayor, extremely diligent on 
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both thc first and thc second trip: at thc bcginning of the film, he îs 
seen during the campaign of 2000, trying to gather lhc votes of the 
peasants for the PDSR and for president Iliescu somcthing that he 
seems to have achieved. PDSR has won the clections. Thcy have noi 
voted for that mayor, howevcr, bui for an independent onc, who be
fore this film has been releascd had joined the PDSR because this is 
where power is. Released from his duty and full of frustration, the for
mer mayor has tumed into a moralist judging the pcoplc of the village. 

I have insisted on the story of Cucu leasa, becausc it is twofold. 
On the one hand, the Administration had kept its word and all the 
promises, it has even surpassed them, something that does not happcn 
often. On the other hand, thc people from thc villagc led hy distrust. .. 
Unfortunately, this distrust, this cnvy. thc lic and thc hatc arc not typi
cal of Cucu leasa. The waves of I ies, hate, and cxaggcrations had over
come the Romanian society just like lhe high tlood from Cuculcasa in 
a thick, black and foul smelling rnud. lt will be difficult to build and 
finish any building that had bccn started. 

The Straightening ofNails 
March JOOJ, Popa Petre 6 

Wc are invited for a glass of rcd wine, pcanuts and Romani an pum
pkin secds, around a low table, in the old house of the Painter Ştefan 
Câlţia. The host tells us about a church built aftcr his wifc's project în 
a neighbourhood in Campina. lt îs thc creation of a neighbourhood 
priest, whose ultimatc goal în lifc is tobe a parish priest, becausc it is 
there that he feels among peoplc. The building of a church. the priest 
thinks, is just the way, the goal being the building of a community. A 
special man, who has achieved. in our current dividcd society, to build 
a community and who had found, by building a church. the way from 
thc stone church to the church within man 's soul. Ali thosc who had 
worked at the building of thc church ha<l stayed connected betwcen 
thcm. Attcr the first chief ofthe projcct, an engincer who had just come 
in to clock in hours of work, had abandoncd them for a better paid job, 
thc project was undertaken by a local foreman, who had gathcred peas
ants from differcnt villagcs around, cach bcing accustomcd to his own 
building method. We sha/1 /earn hmr to huild toge1he1: ii·ifhout losing 
the responsihility for whal e,·e1:rn11e haci workecl, thc forernan told 
thern. When the church was ready and when I told the minister Nico
lae Noica, a specialist in building assessment, how much it had cost, 
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he refuscd to bclievc that the total cost had been so low. Each pcasant 
was proudly telling about a small part: "this corner was built by me", 
"thejoint ofthis spire has been done by me". Those who were not able 
to carry heavy material werc doing something else. I havc sccn some 
incredible things - the painter wcnt on with his story - people that 
were taking the nails out of thc old boards, straightened them with as
tone hammer, then other sharpened thcir tips. Those who were too old 
or ilL those who were unable to work, urged by the priest were pray
ing in turn, so that, during thc building of thc church, day or night, 
somcone was praying to God. 

Next to us, Zcmleny C'sabo, a Hungarian painter of Romanian origin 
who has settled in New York, was listening in carefully. Known in the 
West for the originality of his oii paintings, he has a studio in Budapest, 
but comes from time to timc in Bucharest, because he considers it to be 
the only place in thc world "where he truly fcels alive", where he may a
gain come across the fee ling of friendship, which he longs for, and the 
charm of intelligcnt unselfish talks. He walks the places of his student 
years and rcjoices every time. He tells us that the first thing he had donc 
that day was walk on Calea Victoriei from thc White Church to Crctules
cu Church and thcn up to Stavropolcos Church. Bccause, as he confcsscs 
it is nowhcre else but in thc tiny Romanian churches that the sublime 
meets privacy in a more felicitous way. 

May bc from New York our tormented post-Dcccmber socicty is 
seen in a diffcrcnt light than from Cîmpina. 

The Wali is Too Tight around Me 
2 I March 2002, ASPEC 

My first press conference regarding the analysis of thc current po
litica I situation of Romania. I haven't appcarcd to exprcss a politica! 
attitude in public for a year and a half, with the exception of January 
2002, as a consequence of the abusive arrest of Mugur Ciuvică by 
means of an action of poli tical repression. In The Declaration, and 
then in thc answers to the qucstions, I make an analysis on different 
points of the activity of the Năstase Government, against the election 
promiscs, the govcrnmcnt program, but cspecially against its own 
promises for this period of onc ycar and a half. The reaction does not 
come late. Hardly had the press conference ended that the general sec
retary of the PSD, released a public statement without answering any 
of the questions I had asked the government and the ruling party, he 

335 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONSTANTINIS( 'l 

merely questions the right to exprcss myself Likewise the go,·ern
ment 's spokesman in another press statement says literally: "Emil Con
stantinescu has no right to speak." 

So, if wc arc to speak, then let us speak about this Bolshevik man
ner of trcating the right to an opinion. which. in fact. finds its roots in 
the comrnunist systern. In his volume Panta rhei, thc wcll-known So
viet dissident Vassili Grossman - whose book was published only 15 
years after his death - wrote, in ful) fledged communist regimc, about 
the esscnce of Leninism. Lenin never answered questions: he always 
charged at his opponent. How come that these 11eii· guys have learned 
so well the lessons of the past'? 

I cannot complain too rnuch about the attacks of my advcrsaries, 
as long as thesc attacks do not come late and bclong to thosc who 
should have not necessarily backcd rnc up to govcrnment's or admin
istration 's actions which they were part of themselves. I somctirnes 
wonder where my team of great musters, apprent ices c111d masom· is. 
It is difficult to back up what is called "The Constantinescu Adminis
tration" when none of the three prime rninisters reacts conclusively to 
defend their own achievements. The last of them, Mugur lsarcscu, be
cause he is the governor of the Central Bank which compels hirn into 
a neutral attitude; another onc. Radu Vasile, bccause he had forsaken a 
long time ago any link to his own actions, joining another party which 
he does not even back up in any way; and the first of them, Victor 
Ciorbea, spcaks up, but unfortunatcly. is not takcn into account. Things 
are not totally different as far as the thrce ministers of foreign affairs 
are conccrned; out of them. the last onc. Petre Roman has rctired and 
is waiting, the sccond one, Andrei Plcsu. took refuge in culture and 
philosophy, and thc first onc. Adrian Severin. who politically and as 
far as publishing is concerncd is active. is now among thc lcading 
ranks of the PSD. As far as the othcr ministcrs arc concerncd. things 
are not better either, and thc chargcs come at will. bccausc irrcspcc
tivc of how much of an abcrration thcy may sccm. nobody opposes 
them. 

I have bcen waiting for one year and a half, forat least a scrious 
analysis based upon documcnts and statistic data of thc activity of the 
Constantinescu Administration. lt did not happcn. not cvcn on the part 
of those who have a criticai attitudc towards the current PSD govern
ing. The PSD criticism is always accornpanied by the samc stcreotypes 
regarding the previous governing. Sometimes we rcach cvcn aberra-
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tions as it was thc casc of onc commentator who had marked as "the 
negative points of thc Constantinescu Administration'", the coming of 
the miners, as if I was thc onc who had organized them, and not 
stopped them; this happens while the lady editor-in-chief of the maga
zine wonders about whocvcr remembers Emil Constantinescu, that 
seems to be sinking în a remote past, somewhere between the two 
world wars. 

Making Confusion Look P/ain 
20 June 2002, Dalie.,· Hali 

The launching of Marius Oprea 's book The Plainness of Evil. A 
Histo1:i- of the Securi(1· Forces in Docwnents. I had received the book 
a few days before, accompanied by a moving dedication and the re
quest to say something, togethcr with Ticu Dumitrescu, Andrei Plesu 
and profcssor Pippidi. Extreme hcat, no trace of air conditioning. Peo
ple scem many because of the narrow space, but if we exclude the 
press and the former Cotroceni team, - present almost în foii - there 
are not many left. With thc exception of Mihai Carp, the former man
ager of thc Free Europe radio station, the liberal leader Zamfirescu 
and thc prcsidcntial adviscr Stireanu, I do not make out anyone re
markablc. Plesu is drinking one glass of water after another; whatever 
he drinks, he sweats off. I ask thc other speakers not to comply with 
the order announccd in thc program and lcavc mc last. Constantin Ticu 
Dumitrescu plungcs with his wcll-known impetuousness în the story 
of what should be anothcr book, his book of memories not written yet, 
he givcs the namcs of gcncrals and colonels, fonner lieutenants when 
thcy werc questioning him and brictly mentions a terrible event. At 
Poarta Albă, imprisoned în a space of 80 cm în diameter, he could not 
sit down not even on the tloor, becausc there werc nails stuck în the 
walls with their sharp end outwards, so that when he would no longer 
stand, those nails would go into his skin. Andrei Plesu acknowledges 
the harsh reaction of the rul ing party towards revealing the identity of 
Security Forces officers by the CNSAS. Andrei Pippidi, who runs the 
Institute for the Research of Recent History where the author works, 
reminds us of a few episodes în thc book and does not forget to em
phasize the fact that it is one of the first achievements of the institute 
he îs running. 

My turn has come. I had nothing prepared beforehand. I had Iis
tened in closely to all the other speakers. I did not just flip through the 
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book. I actually read it. lts coming out sccms to rnc a special thing in
deed. The material publishcd îs the subjcct of thc author's doctoral 
dissertation and one can fee] the riguur of thc scientific researcher. 
There îs something that brings it closer to what îs thc scarch for the 
truth. The facts, "these stubborn beings" remain the most credible ar
guments. Marius Oprea ·s idea was to put togethcr. systcmatize reports. 
informing, accounts of Sccurity Forccs otlicers. taken down în short
hand, checked, signed, with notes, dated, put în folders and fi led by 
the very Security Forces. This makes thc book much more bclicvablc 
because it ensures a real maximum levei and ob_jectivily, denying the 
accusations of bias brought to many books wrillen ahout viet ims. The 
more terrifying thc storics of 1hose who have heen \'Îclims of thc Se
curity, the less credible they scem to he hccause thc mimi rcfuses to 
accept them. This timc, ii îs noi thosc who have suffered who talk 
about their exccutioners, it is the cxcculioncrs lalking ahout them
selves in a professional way according to regulations. 

The author had thc rare and fantastic intuition of noi intcrvening 
by romancing the book, refraining from thc lcmptation of making any 
comments. Even the dedication includes a lcrrihlc excerpt from a med
ical report: "The brigadier beat the dctainee to cxtermination. After 
having beaten him, he was laid on a stretchcr în which iron nails had 
been stuck. When he brought him to thc intirmary dead. his hody had 
been entirely pierced." Thc author adds just one sentence: "This vol
ume is dedicated to this Jesus from thc camp." 

What is there lefi? 
16 August]{)()], Pictor Mirea 4 

The analyst Dan Pavel. one of thc fcw. if noi thc only onc who 
seems preoccupied with <1 serious cxamination of the forming and de
velopment of the CDR. in opposition and govcrnrncnt. asks me for an 
interview. Little by little, wc come to question numhcr 30: "'What mark 
are president Constantinescu. the CDR and thc coalition 1996-2000 
going to leave în our national history? What were lhc achicvcments/thc 
irreversible processes iniliatcd during this period'!" lt îs a qucstion up
on which I have to pondcr. 

I believe that the period 1996-2000 will go down în history as thc 
crucial moment of rupturc with the past, of cnding thc falsely demo
cratic seven year reign of FSN-PDSR, of a radical changc in both for
eign and domestic policy. The irreversibility of the change îs con-
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firmed by thc new PSD govcrnment, which pursues to a great extcnt 
the road opened to Romania by thc elections of 1996. How deep was 
the change of 1996-2000 is something that all those who realize what 
would have happened to us had the PDSR won the elections of 1996, 
can figure out and which would have been Romania's position in 2000, 
after eleven years of being ruled by the same politica! force. I have no 
doubt that politica) and historical analysts will eventually teii the truth, 
namely that what the President and the Government are declaring and 
doing now would have bcen far from bcing the case in 1997. lf the 
COR had not opened a ncw road, the PSD would have kept its own. lt 
would not have undergonc thc risk of losing its voters' confidence. For 
President Iliescu, the loss of the elections in 1996 was a surprise. For 
me, the loss of popularity and chances of wining the elections was a 
risk I has assumed in 1999, just as I had dccided to assumc both the 
failures during my tcnn and not running for the presidency in 2000. lf 
we are to admit that both dccisions were the first ones of this kind in 
the Romanian policy of assuming personal responsibility as opposed 
to risks and failurcs, thcn my tcrm would be undoubtcdly recordcd as 
beneficiai for thc first decade of thc post-communist era. Just as the 
governing by the COR or bettcr said of the coalition CDR-USD
UDMR, which had thc couragc to imposc a different approach torc
form and privatization, will he rccordcd as a coalition of thc relation
ships to thc politica! party of thc Hungarians and of thc minorities in 
general. Do you think that back in 200 I there would havc bcen any 
protocol bctwecn the PSD and thc UDMR, would thc PSD havc talkcd 
about privatization for onc curo or about closing down troublcd state 
companies, that have no buyers or would there havc still been today's 
mobilization in order to fulfill the prcrequisites for NATO and EU en
trancc if its line of victories had not been intcrruptcd in 1996? No mat
ter how many times the prime-minister and the minister of Foreign Af
fairs would repeat thc fact that Romania has gaincd back its credibili
ty during their year of govcrnment, it will go down in history the fact 
that thc NATO documcnts from Madrid 1997 and Washington 1999 
have been a decisive step for Roman ia, just as the starting of negotia
tions for EU entrance aftcr thc Helsinki summit has been a success. 
Romani a 's achicvcments during thc 1996-2000 period have made the 
timid attempts of domestic reform and Euro-Atlantic integration from 
previous years be transformed into an effr, 1. i ve and irreversible 
process, from which the current PSD government cannot go astray. 
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There havc been many timcs during thc last ycars, I fclt hoth Iike 
Master Manole dominated by the project, dazzled by it, vain and ca
pable of sacrificing those close to him for its sake, and as Ana walled 
in the bricks of ingratitude and forsaking. At lcast Manole has the priv
i lege of seeing the walls not going down, thc hui lding finished, even 
if he will not take part in its inauguration. Beyond the two faces of the 
builder, there remains the construction which lasts. I may have under
stood too late that in the collcctive imagination of the last decade of 
the 20 century, the walled one has tobe Neagoe. Now whcn the fiscal 
agents are gathering the money duc and, with their eyes set on West
ern Europe, they want to sink us again into the dark ages, I prefer the 
ballad Andri Popa (the famous onc). 
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THE GALLERY W/TH PORTRAITS 

The Two-pencey Purse 
A 11gust 2002, Bucharest 

Viorel Hrebenciuc, who has somc sort of affable and cheerful 
knavery, tcaches thc youth of the PSD summoned for the summer 
school - the low tricks of the presidential campaign of 1992, - boast
ing about how he had rnanipulated Romania Lihera, Petre Mihai 
Băcanu and thc group of thc intcllectuals around mc. 

During the sccond round of thc prcsidcntial clections 2000, many in
tcllcctuals wcnt oul of civic and patriotic spirit to votc for Ion Iliescu to 
savc the country from thc danger represented by Vadim Tudor during the 
first round in order to eliminate a possible compctition from either Isares
cu or Stolojan, that could havc rcgrouped their voters during the first 
round. For thc tirnc hcing, what Hrcbcnciuc has rcvcalcd is truc for 1992. 
At that pace, wc havc yct to sec thc knavcry of 1996 and 2000. 

Thc PSD has built a policy bascd on aggressive propaganda that 
stiflcs cvcrything in alic. Asin Orwell's novei /984. Everything is 
prcscntcd upsidc dmvn and thc hcadquarters of the lie is in the Palace 
of thc Truth. Thc prcss has had its contribution. The tycoons of the 
PSD arc callcd Barons. Miron Cozma is a Morning Star. Vadim is a 
Tribune and a Justicc man. Undcr Dancu's wand, the experience of the 
comrnunist vchiclc, that had stoppcd because all its energy was direct
cd to its horn, is not far from being repeated. 

When looking at somebody, Adrian Năstase does not sec the per
son but the moncy and thc votcs and when he addresses the people he 
secs a bunch of idiots that can be told anything. When he addresses 
intellectuals, he sees a category of na·1ve, vain and poor people that 
can be bought. From: Give them Nicu a hundred lei to: Give them Ion 
(Antonescu) an anniversary premium, it is nota long way. 

The Jack ofSpades 
June 2002, The Diplomatic Club 

A reception given by the ambassador of Great Britain, Richard 
Ralph, in honour of Queen Elizabeth 's birthday. On the terrace, and 
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the wide expanse of grass on the shore of thc lakc thcrc arc prcsidcnt 
Iliescu, the Prime Minister Năstase and rnany othcr pcrsons. People 
are mingled just as in any other reception. 

After the hymns, discourses and the cutting of thc cakc, I am ap
proached by Constantin Simirad, the mayor of Iassy. He is ever fatter, 
ever more cheerful, ever redder. Though I asked hirn nothing about his 
recent joining the PSD with his entire tiny party, aftcr thc failcd at
tempt of obtaining a job as ambassador from president Iliescu, he starts 
telling me that evcn Steven the Great, aftcr dccadcs of fighting the 
Turks had come to peace with thern. The ciaim of trai tors to covcr 
themseives with historic and philosophic pretcxts disgusts rnc. I al
ways prefer a cynical traitor. 

What's the story of this opportunist who cornparcs hirnsclf with 
Steven thc Great? 

I would suggcst Mr. Constantin Simirad, if he is so fond of history 
to take notice of thc words utlcrcd by the bis hop Ioan Suciu, who, dur
ing thc carly period of the communist rcgimc, had sccn only onc solu
tion for salvation: "The firmncss of thc pcoplc in hcroism and thc for
saking of treason and dccomposition", adding that "today and in thc 
days to come there is only one way in lifc moving you away from trca
son: thc hernie way". 

It is truc that Ioan Suciu did noi dic in his bishop chair but in an 
iron bcd in prison. Therc may come a timc whcn thosc who bold thcir 
high official positions by mcans of trcason will dic of shamc. That is 
if thcy st iii havc it. 

Cockro(l(:hes 
4 Jlorch 2002, thc Cial/e,y of /11/ffests 

Iuliana Vilsan is showing mc to her cxhibition "Miniaturcs and 
Hieroglyphs", hosted by an art gallery in thc old centre of thc city. Thc 
young painter, a graduate of the Faculty of Lcttcrs, Univcrsity of 
Bucharest and then of the University of Aris, has an original and at
tractive art. I dwell on in front of two drawings placed next to cach 
other which appear to bc quite shocking to me. Thc first onc repre
scnts a white, narrow strip bctwccn two largc black spaccs. On thc 
whitc strip thcrc is a cockroach in thc proccss of going along the frec 
corridor. In the following drawing, two bar stools, with unlikcly high 
legs set next to cach other. On each of the chairs drawn in pen, thcre is 
one cockroach. One in front of each othcr, they seem to be talking to 
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onc anothcr. Thc first drawing is callcd "Wc are advancing", the sec
ond onc "Wc may succccd, wc may not". 

Thc two drawings rcmind mc of a discussion with Dorin Marian, 
during the period whcn he was presidential counsellor at Cotroceni, 
and had to speak with differcnt people from the new post December 
financial politica) oligarchy to protect me from those requesting audi
ences. One evening he told me with the rebelliousness of a young man 
who had imagined somcthing different about the world of politics 
when he studicd politica) sciences for a master's degree in the United 
States: "Do you rcalizc how I fee) after I spend my time in such dis
cussions?" He confesscd that he had becn puzzled when important 
members financing an asccnding party from the opposition of 1999, 
considercd thcmselvcs cockroaches. "ln the living room, the ideolo
gists of the party arc discussing programs and strategy. Wc arc sitting 
in the kitchcn with Mrs. F., organizing the finances and success." 

ln 2002, thosc peoplc that Dorin Marian was talking about are now 
deputies in thc Parliament or high officials of the state. They have 
mode ii. 
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MACBETH AND MITICĂ 

The Last Month of the Year 
Wednesday, I Decemher 1999, Cotroceni 

1999 has been a nightmarc: parliamcnlary strikcs, union strikcs, 
patron strikes; miners' riots; the Kosovo war. And throughout all this, 
a long tist of coalition officials queuing up to complain about the lack 
of efficiency of Prime Minister Radu Vasile. 

The National Peasants' Party feels humiliated that Vasile has prac
tically transfcrred his atributions as hcad of thc Executive to Traian 
Băsescu, and the most important decisions arc bcing made without 
consulting thc party leaders. 

The Democratic Union of Hungarians in Romania is dissatisfied 
that the Prime Minister docs nat kecp any of his promiscs madc dur
ing the talks at the Council for Coordinating thc Coalition. 

The National Liberal Party criticizes Vasile 's lack of scriousncss 
and his failing to focus on Govcrnment prioritics. Finally, Petre Ro
man, displcased with Băsescu ·s increasing power. starts to havc trou
b!e within his own party. 

More or lcss dircctly. more or less opcnly. pcoplc come to 
Cotroceni Palacc to ask mc or my advisors to support Lhc rcplaccmcnt 
of Radu Vasile. 

I knew Vasile. He was sitting on my right at mcctings of thc High
er Council for the Defcnse of the Country (CSAT), wc kncw cach oth
er back in thc 1992 campaign. not to mention the foct that in 1996 he 
should have been my campaign director, but he did not take part in 
any of the more significant electoral cvcnts. 

He was an agreeablc person to talk to, but not vcry suitablc as 
Prime Minister. He managcd to win ovcr thc media. but ncarly cvcry
body shortly realized his deficicncy in scopc. Avid for publicity, but 
lacking arguments, Radu Vasile was probably thc Prime Minister bcst 
treated by the press. 
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I had not prefcrrcd him as Prime Minister, but I succeeded, for a 
whilc, in communicating with him. He did not have the practice or the 
patience for longer meetings, which made CSAT meetings a torture 
for him. He often \vent out into the hall to watch football games or 
smoke and more often than not I had to send for him to be able to con
clude the Council meetings. 

This was Radu Vasile. and those who proposed him a year ago 
knew as well as I did, or even better, who they werc dealing with. The 
same people now ask me to replace him, just before the European 
Council at Helsinki, which should bring Romania the invitation to join 
the EU. My answer was to postponc thc topic until after Helsinki. 
There are other party leaders in thc coalition who teii me that Vasile 's 
Government is a failure, that they understand and respect my point of 
view, but that they will officially request his disrnissal aftcr thc Helsin
ki rneeting. 

The Best Hour 
Su111rday. 11 Decemher 1999, O!openi A irporl 

I come back to Rornania, satisfied with thc resuit obtained in 
Helsinki. l'vc been thinking that Prime Minister Radu Vasile will be 
at thc airport, in thc welcoming cornrnittee. A good opportunity to draw 
him aside and talk as a scrious-mindcd politician to another, and why 
not. as man to man, acting above board. Whcncvcr I have had any
thing unplcasant to do, I have donc it straightforwardly and pcrsonal
ly. I go straight to Cotroceni and ask thc Cabinet to pul mc through to 
Radu Vasile. He docs noi answcr his phone cithcr. 

The President and thc Prime M inistcr havc both at work and at 
home scvcral telephones with an internai Ciovcmment circuit T.O. and 
T.S., plus an exclusive protcctcd tclcphonc line, to be used in erner
gencies. He does not answer any of these. I ask rny assistant and order 
hirn to find his counterpart in Vasile's office, who accompanies him 
wherever he goes. The assistant replies that he has gone to bed. I send 
him word to teii him that I called in an important matter and call me 
anytirne when he wakcs up. The next morning I try again. He does not 
answer any phone until late at night. 

Sunday, 12 Decemher 1999 
7 a.m. I could not sleep thinking of the address to the Romanian 

people after the European Council of Helsinki to open negotiation with 
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Romania. I have always becn accustomed noi to prepare a victory 
speech beforehand. Forme, the Helsinki decision has been Romania's 
greates victory since thc Great Union of 1918. lt may sound cxagger
ated, but this is how I fecl. This is what I thought and I havc fought 
for this ceaselessly. I believe that Romanian history will now change 
its coursc. But how many are thcre who belicve or teci as I do'? I feel 
that what I am about to say in tonight's speech must bc convincing, as 
this is the moment for all Romanians to agrec on the future we must 
build together. I will not dwell on the past. On the contrary, I will start 
by thanking all those who, one way or another. have contributed to 
this success: thc parliaments from 1990 until today. the formcr Presi
dent Ion Iliescu, thc Govcrnments led by Petre Roman. Theodor Stolo
jan, Nicolae Văcăroiu, Victor Ciorbea and Radu Vasile. Ami last but 
not least, the diplomats who have rcprescnted Romania in hcr rela
tions with the European Union. I must try to tind a convincing answer 
to a few questions: What is thc European Union'? What do wc want 
from thc European Union'? What docs thc European Union want from 
us? What can the European Uni011 givc us, now and in the futurc and, 
finally, what must wc do now? I am cspecially troublcd by the last 
question, because first of all next ycar wc nccd a good Govcrnment, 
thal can give Governmenl actions a new dynamic and draw up a real
istic and trustworthy programme for thc ycar 2000. Thc ministcrs and 
the ministrics have mostly donc their duty. What has hccn missing and 
cannot continue to do so is Lhc coordinat ion of all thcsc cfforts. A good 
organization is wanting. Thc Governmcnt must bc led and coordinatcd 
so that thc programmcs should bc carricd oul stcp by stcp. thc promis
cs made takcn on earncstly and rcspcctcd induc coursc. Rcsponsibili
ty, rcliability and cohcrcncc arc indispcnsahlc thc for ncw stage wc 
arc about to enter. Thc first issuc is undoubtrdly tlrnt of thc Prime Min
ister, whom the Govcmmcnt and thc coalition can no longcr sec capa
blc of managing this cffort. But who can'! Who could cnsurc thc com
petcncc, thc management, the nccessary cohcsion'? I had stoppcd all 
attempts to replace thc Prime Minister until aftcr Helsinki, but now 
time is pressing us ruthlcssly. ln Helsinki I invitcd Romano Prodi to 
come to Bucharest on thc 13 of .lanuary. so as to give a decisive signal 
of the help the European Un ion wishcs to grant us. Ncither his coming 
nor the beginning of the negotiations for acccssion undcr Portugucsc 
presidency, for which Prime Minister Gutierrez has promised all his 
personal support and that of his Governmcnt can takc place during a 
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Government crisis. Thc Christmas holidays are approaching and Ro
manians do not likc to think of politics at this time of the year. And as 
if on purpose they had to în the past two years. So cverything must be 
scttlcd very quickly. I am counting on Radu Vasile's understanding. 
After all, Walesa changed Prime Ministers four times during his man
date. So has Eltsin, at lcast so far. 

I realize that having dreamt of this success so long, it might bc 
ovcrshadowed by a changc of Government. Romanians arc hardly in
tercsted în foreign policy anyway, thc replacernent show will corn
pletely shift attention. I may only have a day. 

6 p.m. The last touches before recording the address. I think it has 
come oul well. Ticu Alexe is messing about with the lights and frames. 
He has been by my sidc all these ycars, ever since Alba Iulia and Lis
bon, and at Helsinki. I have rarely mel a man so dedicated to what he 
does. When he îs filming. he forgets all elsc. The time of the record
ing has come. First take, as they say. 

"Shall wc do another take. as back-up'!" says Ticu. 
"No, leave it at that." He leaves in a hurry to make copics for the 

television channels. lt must rcach thc studios in an hour. I ask Mugur 
Ciuvica one more time: 

"Has Radu Vasile answcrcd'!" 
"No." 
"Not once'?'. 
"Not once." 
lt is hard to move about in an empty ring. I have ncvcr enjoyed 

shadow boxing. Left alone. I think again of the fote of the address. lt 
will probably he drowned in the same placid or malicious comments 
like all my addresses in the past three years. A fcw difficult days might 
follow, even more. I think again of Churchill's Memoirs. my favourite 
books. I know many chaptcrs by heart. He did not even make it to the 
cnd of the war and England's victory, for which he had done so much. 
A few days beforc Japan 's surrendcr, he I ost the elections disastrously 
and stepped down from his office as Prime Minister. Thc titles of the 
volurnes of his Memoirs sound predestincd to the cvents I havc lived 
through during the last fcw years and pcrhaps even to those who will 
come. The Storn1 is GC1theri11g, The Besf Hour, The GreC1f Al!iC1nce, 
Triumph and Traged_r. The tirst volume has as preface the moral the
sis of the work: "In war -- deterrnination, în defeat -- defiance, în vie
tory - generosity, în pcace - bcncvolence." 
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The Storm Î.\· Gathering 
Mondm·. 13 Dl'ccmher 1999 

8 a.m. I try again to reach Radu Vasile. Unsucccssfully. 
9 a.m. Ion Diaconescu. the President of the PNTCD calls me up 

to teii me that he has managed to contact Radu Vasile. who agreed to 
resign. They made an appointment at the Govemmcnt at 11 a.m. 

1.15 p.m. President Diaconescu calls to teii me that after waiting 
two hours at Victoria palace, he went to the seat of his party. The lead
ers of the parties in the coalition announcc that thcy will request their 
ministers to resign and will call mectings of thcir officcs later în the 
day to officially withdraw thcir support from Prime Minister Radu 
Vasile. I change Constantin Teleagă. state councilor for thc rclations 
with the Executive, to keep în touch with thc coalition party leaders 
and the ministers. Cabinet Director Mugur Ciu\ ica and Chicf of Cabi
net Mihaela Marcu will call a meeting of thc coalition lcadcrs at 8 p.m. 

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. AII PNTCD ministers tender their rcsignations al 
Cotroceni. 

5 p.m. The Central Lcadcrship Office of thc PNTCD announces 
the withdrawal of thcir support from Radu Vasile. 

5.30 p.m. Mugur and Alina kccp calling Victoria Palacc to sum
mon Radu Vasile to the mecting. 

6 p.m. The Coordination Council of thc PNL dccides Io withdraw 
politica! supporl from Prime Minister Radu Vasile. 

6.30 p.m. The liberal ministcrs tender lhcir rcsignations al Cotroceni. 
6.45 p.m. I talk with Petre Roman on the phonc. Thc tells me that 

thc Democratic Party will in their turn withdraw thcir politica! support 
from the Prime Minister. 

7 p.m. Radu Vasile has scnt a mcssagc to all TV stations in which 
he assumes thc merit of Roman ia ha\ ing becn invitcd to bcgin negoti
ations for accession to thc European Union and announccs that thc sec
ond part of the Ioan has bccn granted by IMF. He says that dcspite the 
resignations of almost all the ministers and withdrawal of support on 
the part of the coalition, "as a private person and as Prime Minister of 
Romania he does not resign for purely moral reasons." 

7.10 p.m. The resignations of UDMR ministcrs arc announced at 
Cotroceni. 

7.20 p.m. At the end of thc meeting of the heading Council of the 
Democratic Party solidarity with the coalition is announced. 
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7.25 p.m. Considcring the rcsignations of the ministers, I take note 
of the Govcrnmcnt hlocking and of thc absence of poli tical support. I 
ask Răsvan Popescu to make an announccment on television on he
half of the President of Roman ia and to publicly invite Prime Minister 
Vasile to thc mecting with the leaders of the Govemment coalition. 

8 p.m. Mceting with the coalition leaders. I am informed that Radu 
Vasile is at Snagov and refuses to speak with those who nominated 
him for the position of Prime Minister. Unexpected situation! Marko 
Bela says we need a new Prime Minister, who will look to the future 
and will be capahlc of cstablishing Government priorities. Remus 0-
prip talks of the bad relations betwcen Radu Vasile and PNTCD mem
bers. He stresses the nced for a ncw Prime Minister, truly of his own 
party. Petre Roman agrees to the change and asks for seriosity in the 
interim Prime Minister. Wc decide to address Radu Vasile in writing 
for the last time, signed this time hy thc Prcsident of Romania, the 
Presidcnt of the Senate and the President of the Chambcr of dcputies. 
The talks focus on how to deal with thc Government crisis. We come 
to the conclusion that by the resignations of the ministers, the Prime 
Minister cannot cxercise his office as hcad of the Government, which 
can no longcr function. 

I takc note of the resignations of the ministers in the Vasile Cabi
net, and hased on art. I 06 and I 05 from the Constitution, I dismiss 
Radu Vasile from thc office of Prime Minister bv Decree 426/Decem
ber 13, 1999. The talks focus on naming an interim Prime Minister. I 
propose Andrei Marga, hut evcryonc reject him. I proposc Nicolae 
Noica, who is accepted, but whcn contacted by phonc by President Di
aconescu, he declares that the office is too high for him. "'Even as in
terim'?" I ask. "Even so." he answers. lt is one of thc few situations 
when somebody unassumedly appreciates thc pcak of his competence 
in Romania. 

I propose Alexandru Athanasiu, present at the meeting as rcpre
sentative of PSDR. He is accepted and he accepts. The meeting ends 
long after midnight. 

When I get to the cabinet, I am informed that in the meantime 
Radu Vasile has not been a moment off thc phone. lt is said that he has 
been consulting with Ion Iliescu, who appcars to have assured him of 
his support and that PDSR and PRM will initiate the procedure of sus
pension of the President. Răsvan Popescu tells me that Vasile declared 
to Mediafax that he intends to setup a new Govemment. 
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The criticai moment 
Tuesclar, /4 Decemher /999 

8 a.m. My cabinet and my assistant rcsume thcir attempts to con
tact Radu Vasile. Meanwhile two Prime Ministers go to Victoria 
Palace, the dismissed one who refuses to leavc the building and the 
interim who is trying to call a Cabinet meeting. Dorin Marian tells mc 
that the SPP agents are confuscd and ask for instructions as to who 
holds the function which they are to protect. 

10 a.m. Meeting with the lcadership of PNTCD. The difficulty of 
nominating a Prime Minister begins. PNTCD proposes Ciumara, 
Spineanu and Dudu Ionescu. None of thcm are accepted by the coali
tion parties. I propose Radu Sârbu, but PNTCD rcjcct him. 

7 p.m. I rcceive at home thc govcrnor of thc National Bank, Mugur 
Isărescu. Wc discuss the politica! crisis and I ask him to run a new 
Govcrnment. He hesitatcs He tells me that he is away from home too 
much as it is and his childrcn suffcr from it. He wishes to consult his 
wifc. I understand. Aftcr thc shows offered by Romanian politica! lifc, 
fcw attcmpt to takc on such an important office. I ha\C had thc chance 
to know him and I know his wcakncss. He is from Oltenia, his father 
was a schooltcachcr and an officcr in the royal anny and he educatcd 
him in thc patriotic spirit of the period between thc world wars. 

I play my trump card. Thc situation is ditlicult, national and intcma
tional stakes arc immense. lt is a turning point. Fcw pcoplc al present in 
Romania are equal to this historic challcnge. What was most ditricult has 
passcd. Isărescu has all thc qualitics to managc thc first possible recovcry 
of the country. He has the chance of being a new Brătianu. lt is not casy 
for him to givc up the prestigc he has achieved in the world of bankcrs, nor 
the considerablc material bcnetits. His salary is much greater than that of a 
Prime Minister. But I fcel that the last argument has cinvinced him. He 
says ycs. He still scts as a condition that his wifc should agree. 

9 p.m. Dinner with the dircctors of the larger newspapcrs. 

Wednesday, 15 /)ecemher 1999 
3 p.m. I havc a mccting with thc former Prcsidcnt Ion Iliescu. Out 

of politeness, I present to him the situat ion in the Governmcnt, which 
he knows everything about in great detail, and I inform him of my in
tention of nominating Mugur Isărescu as Prime Minister. He does not 
seem surprised. I don 't know whcther he has becn consulted by Isăres
cu or whether he has leamt the news by other means. He tells me that 
PDSR is for the moment expectant. 
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4 p.m. Meeting the the leading Bureau of the PNTCD at 
Cotroceni. I teii them that the new crisis, again duc to a PNTCD Prime 
Minister, has reduced the public image of thc party almost completely 
and it is hard to believe that PNTCD will be able to impose a new Min
ister. I request them to accept an independent Prime Minister, a tech
nocrat and a political Government. 

Ion Diaconescu and Vasile Lupu accept. Remus Opri~ considers it 
a dangerous proposal, Ionescu-Galbeni rejects it, Virgil Petrescu wants 
a PNTCD Prime Minister, Mircea Ciumara agrees to any solution. 
Gabriel Ţepelea says that the Government must be PNTCD. ·'Wc will 
pul forth proposals." The ""Wc will resign but support a new Govern
ment" tactic îs tricd again. Dudu Ionescu is thc one who formulates it: 
"I uphold a political Government, with a tcchnocrat Prime Minister." 

The r-adio and tclcvision broadcast the declarations of support of 
Radu Vasile by PDSR. PRM and the revolutionary organizations rep
n:sented by Dan Iosif. 

8 p.m. The Yellow Hali. A long and weary discussion with the lead
ers of the opposition. They accept my proposal with Mugur Isărescu as 
Prime Minister secondcd by thrce state ministers, representing the most 
impo11ant pai1ies in the Governmcnt coalition. PNTCD accepts, on con
dition that I have a mceting with the parliamcntary groups of the party. 
Mcanwhile, Isărescu calls me to say that there are difficulties at home. 
His wife does not agree. I teii this to the leaders. Băsescu proposes 
Stolojan. Diaconescu is pcq1lcxcd and rcfuscs vehcmcntly. So do thc lib
erals and UDMR. A short argument between Stoica and Mark6 Bela. I 
realize that things temt to approach a dangcrous point. I call Mugur 
Isărescu and invite him to my housc with Mrs Isărescu. 

11.30 p.m. Pangratti 20. Ina parallel and simultaneous tete â tete, 
my wife proves tobe an cxcellcnt advocate, Mrs Isărescu smiles and 
offcrs a simbolic gitt: a small crystal scales, "to prompt me to rcmain 
a just man." I teii her that I takc upon myself all the blows. I finally 
obtain her acceptance and that of the governor, I get into my car and 
drive back to Cotroceni. 

Tuesday, 16 Decemher 1999 
12.30 a.m. On my return to Cotroceni, I find the coalition leaders 

rather sulky, espccially Athanasiu, who had imagined himself state 
minister and plays hardball from his still valid position as Prime Min
ster, declaring that unless he îs made state minister, he declines a place 
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in the Government. No onc ob_jects and "things stay as selllcd", to 
quote a vodka comercial. 

12 p.m. - 7.30 p.m. I meet with the PNTCD parliarnentary groups. 
I propuse a technocrat Prime Minister, Mugur Isărescu, and three state 
ministers: Mircea Ciumara, PNTCD, Petre Roman, PD, and Valeriu 
Stoica, PNL. Then I rnet with PUNR, ApR, UFD, Minorities, FER, 
PER, PNR. I heave a sigh of relief. The hard part is apparently over. 
Most people don't even seem to realize how hard it has been. Wc very 
nearly failed altogether. ln the meantime. Radu Vasile has negotiated 
with PNTCD for canceling the penalization of the Prime Minister on 
December 13 th . President Diaconescu brings me the PNTCD commu
nique and I havc Răsvan Popescu senci it to Radu Vasile. The lattcr is 
at home, in his villa in Cotroceni. After lctting Rasvan Popescu wait 
outside in the street, in the cold, for an hour and a half. he scnds back 
the communique, with his claims. PNT( ·o rcjects thcrn and broadcasts 
the comrnunique in its initial form. 

8 p.m. I address thc nat ion on television on the nomination of the 
Roman ian National Bank governor as Prime Minister of thc Roman ian 
Governrnent. I insist on the fact that the new Govcrnrnent will have to 
manage the economic and social readjustmcnt of thc country, and at the 
same time negoliate with the EU under ditticult conditions. I stress the 
faci that this Govemmcnt will have a strong politica! support from the 
entire coalition. The coalition partics continue to assumc n:sponsibility 
for the Govemment and for supp011ing thc Govemmcnt in Parliament. 

8.30 p.m. Radu Vasile kccps mancuvcring through intcrmcdiarics. 
Mihaela puts mc through to Roşca Stănescu, who voluntccrs as medi
ator. I teii him therc is nothing to mediate. He calls again proposing 
that I should sec thc general secrctary of thc Youth Organization of 
PNTCD, Marius Bostan. I kncv,: him al Lhe Univcrsity and know him 
to bc wcll-mcaning. He asks mc to rcceivc thc Prime Minister at home, 
at the Pangratti residence, al 9 p.m. Whcn I get home, I sec Radu 
Vasile 's car in front of the gatc and I teii my assisstant to ask him into 
thc house. I find Marius Bostan in the hali, who tells mc that Radu 
Vasile will speak through him. A scene that might havc bccn takcn 
from an absurd play follows, in which I talk to Bostan in my library, 
and he gocs oul at timcs into the hali to communicatc to Radu Vasile, 
who is sitting in his car in front of the house, not I O mctrcs away. He 
finally comes back tlourishing a mobile phone and hands it to me to 
speak to Radu Vasile. We talk for over thrcc quarters of an hour, while 
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Radu Vasile ncgotiatcs his resignation. I finalty teii him that I will try 
to convince Mr Diaconescu. He insists that his wifc should keep her 
position as director al AVAB of alt his counscllors, he refers to Petrişor 
Peiu, "the only one I care about", he says. "the others are no good." 

Friday, 17 Decemher 1999 
Radu Vasile sends in his resignation through Petripor Peiu, his 

fa vourite counsellor. 
1 p.m. I have lunch with the ambassadors of EU and NATO mem

ber countries. I am pleased to announce the solution of the crisis and 
Romani a 's decision to make alt cfforts so that the first six months of 
negotiations should be a decisive success. Prodi confirms his visit on 
the 13 of January. He will find a new and efficient Government. The 
ambassadors assure me of their Governmcnts' support. 

On alt radio and TV stations there is a line-up of politicians and jour
nalists alt suddenly turned into legal specialists. They prove themselves 
able to rcad articles. but noi the Constitution in its entirety. Not having 
found anything in black and white as to interrupting a Prime Minister's 
mandate when he loses the support of the part ies that had nominatcd and 
supported him pre\'iously, thcy declare: '"lt is impossible! The President 
is wrong! The Constitution has been scriously infringed!" 

According to thcm. thc Constitution should be a sort of a code of 
proccdurcs and rules for cvery situation which is likely or unlikely to 
appcar in thc history of thc country. How could thc Constituents As
scmbly havc imagincd that a Prime M inistcr in thc situation of thc cur
rcnt onc should refuse to rcsign'? And why should we think that, in s
pcaking of thc Prime Minister, art. I 06. with reference to art. I 05, which 
refcrs to "the cessation of function as mcmbcr of the Government" 
through "revocation", cannot he applicd to the situation in which thc 
Prime M inistcr cannot act as hcad of thc Government because he no 
longer has ministers'? lt can of course bc belicved by those who are 
not professionals, or by those who arc. even cxpcrts on the Constitu
tion, but who prefer to interpret things according to party interests at a 
given timc. 

"Thc spirit ofthe law" has as starting point the interest ofthe coun
try to havc a Government that functions as a team in its cntirety as in
vested by the Parliament and with a Prime Minister legitimized by the 
support of the majority and by the trust placed in him by his Cabinet. 
It would be interesting for the TV specialists to have found it right that 
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art. I 08 in the Constitution, according to \vhich '\:ach mcmbcr of thc 
Government îs politically rcsponsible concurrcnlly with thc othcr 
members for the activity of the Govcrnmcnt", should not apply to the 
Prime Minister because he is not specifically mcntioncd in the text. I 
have no doubt that political rcsponsibility and rcvocalion as dcfined in 
the Constitution apply to the Prime Minister as well as to thc other 
members of his team. Not to mention honourablc rcsignation, which 
the Prime Minister did not deign to take into consideration cven after 
his colleagues in the Governmcnt have set thc cxamplc. 

I l Dccemher I 999 
3.30 p.m. I receive Plesu in a farewell mccting. Wc havc collaborat

ed excellently în difficult and decisive moments. He lct mc know as ear
ly as last spring that he was having health problcms and that he wishcd 
togo. I asked him to stay, at least until thc cnd of thc ycar, so that the two 
successes, at OSCE and EU should bcar his name as wcll. Too often, in 
politics as well asin life, do some build and others rcap the bcnetits. 

l l D<!cemher I 999 
12 p.m. Prime Minister Mugur Isarescu swcars in with thc other 

membcrs of the ncw Govcrnment arc sworn în. ln my speech, I thank all 
those who have madc possiblc the solution of thc crisis prcccding thc crc
ation of the new Governmcnt and first of all thc parlics in thc Govcrn
ment, who have finally demonstratcd thcir solidarity and dccision to in
tensify refonn with thc start of the ncgotiations for EU acccssion. I wam 
the Govemment that a ditlicult period awaits them, al thc levei of the cx
pectations of thc EC from a ncgotiating partner and of thc population. 

I rcmind them of thc difficult conditions confronting thc formcr 
Government and I thank Prime Minister Radu Yasi Ic for thc efforts he 
has madc. I cxprcss my regret thal ministers Plqu and Athanasiu havc 
chosen not to continue thcir participation. I say this in all sincerity, 
they havc bcen cxcellent ministers. In fact, this has bccn thc paradox 
of the Radu Vasile Cabinet. One of the bcst Govcrnments in Romani a, 
but for the man who had named it. 

Chess in Cişmigiu 

Whenever I have to overstep the boundaries of an essay giving 
you the pleasure of joi ning idcas and words to describe a real cvenL 
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with real characters. I find myself faltering. Is it really necessary? In 
the case describcd hcre as I have seen it, it is. It definitely is. Because 
it is about a pcrson who. whilc in high office, took a dccision at a cer
tain timc which could havc dragged the country, torn apart as it was, 
into a serious civil conflict and do long-term damage to its internai 
and externai opportunities. Who really is Radu Vasile, the main char
acter of this story? The attempt to portray him in a minor key: a man 
with a drooping moustache. with a long nail on his little finger. a ring 
on his ring finger and a red string tied around his wrist against evit 
eye, a joke always on his lips, ready for a drink and fiddlers, who is 
quick to make a promise but forgets it on the morrow, is an inaccurate 
attempt, leading nowhcrc. 

As is his cxaltation as saviour of the nat ion and great economic 
thinker, or on the contrary, his repudiation as a party- and Govern
ment- destroying evit genius. Because Radu Vasile is all of this but 
nothing completely. That is he is a truly Romanian character, like a 
shop display whcrc cvcryonc can pick up a small parcei to take home 
and there werc undoubtcdly many who rccognized themselves in a per
son one can deal with in almost anything. 

This is the nub. Radu Vasile is nota real Mitică. The real Mitică drinks 
becr with his meatballs and chats about friends and women. not about the 
EU and GNP. He makes dccisions on his. his wifc's and family's behalf. 
Not on behalf of the nat ion. He can afford to takc a guess because he does 
not sign Govcmmental decisions. But, at the same time, nor is Radu Vasile 
a tragic character. who commits crimes to get power and expires gnawed 
by remorse. No one had prophesied to him that he would bc at the peak of 
power until the Bimam forcst should come to him. 

Nor is he intelligent enough to notice that he was not Prime Min
ister by the grace of God and thc will of thc people, but much more 
prosaically, by thc poli tical intention of the parties with a majority in 
Parliament, which obliges him to resign when this support is with
drawn. Ncvertheless, he is intelligcnt enough to negoliate, skillfully 
and cynically, a position for himself, onc for his wife, and one for the 
guy with the money. How and at what price? It is immaterial. lnfring
ing the laws, throwing the country into chaos, ruining your party, a
bandoning the ideology and the va lues in the name of which you were 
promoted in order to serve them? What country? What party? What 
ideology'? The lack of any principie and character becomes a launch
ing pad at a time whcn everything is for sale. 
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Fortunately, circumstances and making dcals with thosc w:10m he 
had made deals sent Radu Vasile to a cosy position whcre he cm play 
truant once in a while to play a game of chess în Ci~rnigiu gJrdcns, 
thinking of the great politica! strategies he had drcamcd of. 

It is not his problem. lt îs ours. And it is callcd rccklcssncss. The 
2000 elections proved it fully and the 2004 elcctions arc prcparing to 
strengthen it. There are people you would be ashamed to waL< down 
the street with, but you let them represent your country and your peo
ple in the world. There are peoplc you would not lend 50,000 lei to. 
but you place the country·s wealth and finances in thcir hand~. Thcre 
are people you would not invite în your home for a cup of co Fee, bc
cause you are ashamed of thc childrcn. but your cntrust to 11-cm thc 
fu ture of the country. Be carcful who you shakc hands with, \\ ho you 
go out with, who you lend money to, who you rcccivc inlo yow home. 
but be extra careful who you vote for. 
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THE BRIDGE OF SJGHS 

Bloodstained Wars Where Soldien Se/dom Die 
2<) July I <)9<), Sarajevo 

The Pact o/Stahility Summit. I am going to mcct again tomorrow 
thc presidents Alia Izctbcgovici, Zivko Radisici and Ante Jelavici. I can
not sleep. From the window of the small private hotel I watch the sum
mits of the mountains in the moonlight that surrounds the city and from 
where they shot with so much anger on it. I am thinking about all these 
strange wars in thc fom1cr Yugoslavia, in which thcre died tens of thou
sands of pcoplc out of which vcry few wcrc actually military. Each com
batant arrny or mi litia ki lied especially thc civilians of the opposite na
tionality. ln the cities, most public institutions or industrial units were not 
dcstroycd by thc cnerny pm1y but by those who lcft them, not to be used 
hy the encrny. ln the villages, the peasants pul fire to their own houses 
and chattels. This is thc old Balkan tradition. the tactics of the bumt land 
în your own country whcn thc more powcrful onc invadcs you. 

What was dcstroycd in cach other camp with prcvalence wcre not 
military and administrative ohjcctives hut rcligious and cultural sites. 
old buildings, churchcs. rnosqucs. works of art. thc library of Sarajevo 
and the bridge of Mostar. a bridge of rcmcmbrancc. 

Airning al destroying anything conccrning national identity it was, 
first of alL a war against thc past. Futurc was not left aside either, duc 
to the sinister act ion of cthnic rape. Between the past and the future, 
thc madncss of the present hit terribly the mixed families who in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina comprised the majority of populat ion. 

I 8 Novemher /998, Zenica 
The military all tcrrain car with which I rctum from the inspection 

of the Romani an peace kecping forces in Bosnia goes up the mountain 
slope with difficulty. The ambassador asks driver to stop in a place 
from where one can bc sec, in the valley a bridge, the only one that 
was not destroyed. He tells me that was thc only place on which the 
cnemy militias never shot. It is Saturday and here, at the end of the 

357 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



EMIL CONST/\NTINFSCU 

week, the husbands and wives of the rnixed familics mcet. each \vith
drawn in their native cornrnunity, Scrbian. Bosniac or Croat. With 
faces like stone in the cold wind, thcy exchange ncws about the chil
dren taken away, forced to forget their parents and brothcrs. hanished 
from the villages tom apart by hate. 

Soldiers and Generals 
April I 994, Vienna 

Together with sorne Rornanians established in Austria. of modest 
trades - constructors on building sites, taxi drivcrs - on thc tcrracc of 
a restaurant near the railway station. Onc of the cornpanions points at 
a table in one of the comers. "Can you see thern? They arc colleagues 
of mine at the building site. Now thcy arc drinking togcther. After a 
little while they take thc train to Bosnia. At weekend they go thcrc to 
fight in the camp of their nationality. Sornctirnes, on Monday, some of 
them do not show up. The owner scnds funcral aid to the rclatives." 

Septemher I 994, Buclwres/ 
Thc same y'ear the rnecting of thc General Staff'> of thc arm ies of 

Balkan countries was organized in Bucharest. Thc organizcrs madc ef
forts to place at the biggcst possible distancc the Serb and Croat dcle
gations. Nevcrtheless, at the reception that followed the confcrence. 
they were stupefied to see Serb and Croat generals drawing their ta
bles together and, after drinking severa! bottlcs of spirits, lcaving to
gethcr singing to thc hotel. 

Love in Chaos 
7 1-'ehruwT .. ·l111111w1 

The funeral of King Hussein of Jordan, a close friend of Roman ia. 
One of the largest attendancc of chiefs of states knO\vn in history madc 
the official planes circlc above the airport for more than an hour bc
fore being able to land safcly. The presence of such a large numhcr of 
kings, presidents, prime ministers and emirs, arnong which thc !atest 
four presidents of the United States is an hornage hrought to a king 
who succeeded in reconciling the Jordanians and the Palestinians in 
his country, in making peace with Israel, being an oasis of peace in 
the Middle East. The funeral convoy goes through the streets of Am
man. The king's horse, carrying the boots of his rnastcr in thc stirrups, 
escorts him on the last way. 
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Wc arc cscortcd to thc rnyal palace, surrounded by an enormous 
grccn gardcn, suspcndcd on an abrupt calcarcous peak above the city 
neighborhoods with crowdcd whitc little houscs. I will remember for 
long the bizarre amalgam of kings, presidents and govemments which, 
for severa) hours, Jet thcmsclvcs be drawn into free spontaneous talks, 
among baklava cakes and cataifa. At a certain moment, as I wanted to 
be alone, I went upstairs looking for an emptier lounge. I opened a 
door and I entered a long hali. On thc right I saw thc president of Syr
ia, Hafcz AI-Assad, cscortcd by a guard officer, and on the left a beau
tifu L thin lady with bluc cycs, alonc in front of a cup of coffee. I rec
ognized the president of Ircland. Mary Mc'Aleese. I had met her a year 
before in Dublin and I askcd the permission to join her at the same 
table. We talked about the curse of intolerance, hate, endless violence 
and the frail chances of undcrstanding and peace in the zones of pro
longed contlicts in thc East, in Europe, all over the world. 

April 1999, Bucharest 
Two months after I rcturncd, I received a book from Ireland, Rec

onciled Being Love in Chaos, signed Mary Mc' Aleese, with a beauti
ful dcdication from thc author. Through thc endeavor of Elena Zam
firescu, formcr ambassador from Ireland, thc Romanians can enjoy a 
rcfined translation of this touching book. 

"My dictionary Mary Mc'Alcesc writcs - dcfincs the verb to 
reconcile as bcing thc act ion of bccoming fricnds again. Reconcilia
t ion does nothing clsc but bringing things back as thcy were. Some
times it is difficult to sec thc initial friendship, if that evcr cxisted. In 
a tclcvision commcntary ahout thc systematic raping of womcn in 
Bosnia. a journal ist, fccling shockcd, asked how it was possible that 
the victims kncw thc namcs of thosc having ruthlessly undone them. 
Thc victims' answcr was perplcxing: "Because we were school mates". 
1s it possihle that scctarian groups. deeply divided, may live together, 
in worlds apparently integrated, living in fact in parallel universes, to
tally lacking communication?" 

W/wm Do the God.,· L,we? 
I Decemher /996, A/ha Iulia 

In the symbolic spacc of the Nation 's Cathedral, the Primates of 
the Orthodox and Greck-Catholic churches celebrate, for the first time 
after decadcs, a Te Dewn in the presence of al! the chiefs of religious 
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cults in Romania - Catholic, Protestant, Neoprotestant, .Iudaic, and 
Muslim. With the rcpresentatives of this cxtraordinary sign of unity 
beside me I take again, in front of a hugc crowd of pcoplc, thc Oulh <~( 
Faith to the Countl}', that I had taken in the Parliament of Romania al 
the vesting ceremony three days beforc. In thc ncxt four ycars, whcncv
er I was confronted with bursts of angcr and , iolcncc that thrcatcncd 
the stability of the country I was to teci strcngthcncd by this sign of thc 
men of church who prayed for a god of pcacc and undcrstanding. 

April I 999, Buchuresl 
Can wc be friends with God unlcss wc arc fricnds with thc othcr 

people'? Don't wc deceive oursclvcs that wc arc loving simply hccausc 
we choosc our friends among thosc bcings wc find casy to Iove'! "What 
can politics do - Mary Mc"Alccsc was ,vondcring taking a look at hcr 
own cxpericncc - whcn wc arc confrontcd with thc O\ crwhdming task 
of rcalizing politica I rcconciliation starting from thc chaos of contlict
ing ambitions, of boi ling hatc and dccp wounds. Politics can finally 
lead to pragmatism and thc lattcr to compromise. or at !cast, that is 
what people hope. But gods who accept compromise arc rare. These 
gods give birth to powerful cnemics and loyal fricnds. Thcy know thcir 
own kind and the lattcr know thcrn. Thesc gods have favoritcs. and 
their hug is a curious thing, with onc arm thcy hold thosc dcar to thcm, 
with the other they rai se a barricr against thosc they hatc. Re, icwing 
the many faccs of hatc: thc holocaust. the massacrcs in Rwanda. thc 
cthnic purification in Bosnia, a suicidal terrorist in a squarc in 
Jerusalem, thc assassination of a tcenagcr bccausc he was catholic. thc 
rape of a woman because shc was Muslim, a bomh placcd in the ccn
tcr of an English town because it is British or thc shooting or pcaccful 
dcmonstrants in Dublin by British troops bccausc thcy wcrc lrish, wc 
can casily find oul whom the gods Iove and how far thc sm agc forcc 
of their hate can go" concludes the president grnwn up in thc bosom 
of a great nation still torn a part by intolcrancc. 

A Sunday in the Family 
i'vfm· I 999, Buchurest 

In full war in Kossovo and Yugoslavia, taking advantage of the 
visit of Popc John Paul II to Bucharest I invited to Roman ia, politica I 
leaders from Serbia, Croatia, Albania and Bulgaria to spcnd a short 
stay at a gucsthouse on thc banks of Lakc Hcrastrau. On Sunday wc 
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had lunch togethcr talki11g i11 thc peaceful aftcrnoon about peace, un
dcrstanding, about thc unifying common traditions, about our duty to 
fight violcnce. I found again the rare fee ling of Sunday dinners that 
gather togcther the scattcrcd family. 

15 Octoher 2000, Skopje 
The Milosevich rcgimc, the last national-communist bastion in 

Europe, teii. Immediately after the resuit of the elections was made 
public, in the confusing moments bcfore Miloshcvich gave up, I 
phoncd Voislav Koshtuniza to assurc him of my support and I pro
posed to orga11izc a summit of thc chicfs of state i11 the Balka11 cou11-
tries to show thc world that wc arc ablc to thi11k a11d act for our com
mon future. The11, while Bclgrade was boili11g under the popular pres
surc I phoncd the other presidents, who agrccd to that. The president 
of Macedonia, Boris Traikovski, offercd to host it in Skopje under the 
acgis of SEECP whose acti11g prcsidcnt he was. At the c11d of the re-
1mion, bcfon: kaving home, prcside11t Traikovki invitcd us i11 a small 
lou11gc of thc hotel having hostcd thc proccedings. Aftcr the agitation 
of thc prcss confercncc, scated 011 low chairs at some low tables on 
which thcrc wcrc stcami11g cups of coffec and glasscs of cold water, 
wc kcpt silencc for a vvhilc aba11doni11g oursclvcs to a moment of qui
d peacc that brought to mind thc cxprcssion: an angcl JJussed That 
was a rare t'ccling in our tormcntcd rcgion. Somcbody brokc thc si
knce to noticc that, for thc tirst timc, among thc chicfs of statcs i11 thc 
Balkan rcgion thcrc is nobody of thc ok! guard was presen!. 

It will noi bc easy, but it 110w dcpends only 011 us to understand 
cach othcr, I addcd. 
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THE RICH AND THE POOR 

Two Side.'ii of Humblene.'ii.'ii 
19H 7 Tran.\Tfrania 

Together with two colleagues of mine wc were rcturning from a 
rcsearch trip. We had to change trains so we got off in a city in central 
Transylvania for a conncction to Bucharest. Wc had severa! hours a
head of us, so we left our backpacks at the railway station and started 
off strolling downtown. The centre of the city. also known as 'the 
plate', secmed almost dcserted in thc slumbcring afternoon with its 
big colourful houses and its tidy park. Then in front of an old building 
with big window shutters and \\ orn oul stairs. wc saw about onc hun
dred people queuing at thc entrance with plastic hags or woolen sacks 
în their hands. 'What's on sale bere?'. somehody asked a man in the 
qucue. 'Today's Thursday, therc 's bread coming·, the man answcred. 
lndeed, shortly after that, the car that had bccn ardently waited for s
ince the brcak of dawn arrivcd. Severa I peoplc voluntccred to pass 
from one hand to anothcr thc big, round, black l0c.1, cs of bread to the 
wooden countcr. The car raced its ancient cnginc and drovc away. 
When the crowd rcalised that the brcad would scarccly bc cnough for 
a quartcr of the queuing peoplc. somcthing hard to helicve happcned: 
all of them pounced on thc door lcft a_jar. swccping as ide thc wcaker 
pcoplc. A cripplcd man ,vas thrown down off his whcelchair. severa! 
old women wcaring black shawls \Vere also knockcd down. Only chil
dren 's cries for help could come oul of thc general slampcdc, \\ hile 
the stronger wcre leaving in a hurry, thcir bags ful I of brcad. without 
looking back. Severa! ccnturics of civilisation. or thc illusion ofit, 
melted away in severa I minulcs by thc inhuman fcar of hcing leit with
out brcad for severa! days until the ncxt transport. 

One way or another, mosl of my generat ion is familiar with this 
imagc. Yct, wc havc always refrained from dcscribing it Io our chil
dren or students. My childhood bcars the marks of interminable queues 
for rationalised bre ad, rational iscd marmalade sliccd off from big s
labs in wooden boxes. hours on cnd waiting for meat in empty butch-
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er's shops. lt was carly in my life that I bccame familiar with thc 
hunger, cold and fcar of 194 7-1953, so that, when it all came back in 
the 90's, I was no longcr scared. But in the 90's things wcre different. 
That peculiar psychological comfort of generalised poverty was gone., 
ln the last years of Ceauscscu's dictatorship I realised by looking at 
my students and my childrcn who were going to high-school, that 
poverty was much more bcarablc if all the pcople around suffered from 
it. I don 't look back on my student days as on a miscrable time in my 
life, although I had only onc drab suit to wcar. Wc looked all the same 
and if onc of my colleagues turncd up bettcr-dressed, he looked al
most ridiculous. Bui things wcre diffcrent with my children who stud
icd at the Sf. Sava H igh School in Bucharest. Thcy had to go out with 
their colleagucs, some of them drcssed up to the I atest fashion abroad. 
Their parents were of other means than those of a University profes
sor. 

Empty Shelves, Ful/ She/ve,.· 
1993, Munich 

Upon the invilation of the Hans Seidcl Foundation I attend in a 
mecting with other University profcssors from the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Poland and Bulgaria, all involvcd in civil socicty. 
The director of the foundation, an intelligcnt, modest man invites us 
oul in the evcning to a small. traditional Bavarian brewery. He tells us 
he was horn the Sudele rcgion of the Czcch Republic and he came to 
Ciermany as a refugec after the war. He rccalls ho\v he would stand. 
for hours on end, clinging to his mother·s hand in thc two-rowed lines 
that strctchcd for hundrcds of mctrcs, only to rcceivc two potatocs. 
Thc diffcrcnce bctween this order~r image, characteristic of thc pover
ty-stricken Germany aftcr World War Two and the chaotic picturc of 
poverty in Romania as I havc it in my mind, is, perhaps, most tclling 
of the economic and educational gap scparating Germany from Roma
ni a. And, maybe, it can tone down our not always modest claims to 
benefit from the living standards of the prcsent-day Germany without 
thc cfforts and the dcccncy of thc German pcople in the 50's and thc 
60's. But it's also truc that Cicrmany·s rcconstruction did not havc as 
background the strong impact of commercial tclevision, neithcr the 
defying richness of its ncighboring countries, as long as an ocean stil! 
separated Europe from America. My neighbors in the block of tlats in 
which I live preferrcd to bc late with paying their energy bills only to 
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buy a cahle TV subscription. Private TV stations quickly hecame the 
circu.,· without hread for the peoplc. serving thcm tempting but uttcrly 
frustrating advertisements. Then therc came the fever of the big prizes 
tobe won by sending product packagcs or calling special numbcrs on 
the phone. But those things never make up for thc daily drama of par
cnts who cannot afford to buy their childrcn the tantalizingly-out-of
reach chocolate appearing obsessively on TV scrcens. The American 
rccipe. ea.,J' Io make and inexpensil·e.fhod, does not go in Romania or 
in other south-east European country becausc thc US dollar weighs 
heavily herc. I havc quickly underslllOd the drama of Lhc futurc, whcn 
all shop-windows will bc full but only sume people will havc money 
to buy things. 

*** 
]00/, B11clwn:sl 

ln my strangc country I had the mischancc to experiencc, to the 
bitter cnd, the absurd situation of the post-communist decade, when, 
togethcr with a handful of intellcctuals. ,vc promoted and supportcd, 
out of rcason and firn, bclict: the laws and institutions of capitalism to 
secure a future prospcrity based on thc private initiativc. Meanwhile 
the wolvcs of the communist nomenclature and thc cubs of transition 
werc putting on the guise of social-democrat defcndcrs of the poor. I 
imagine the big laugh the lransition profitecrs were having at us, \\'hilc 
they were voicing oul loudly their disappointment with the lagging re
form of the rightist governmcnt. and whilc they were getting rich from 
dirty business wilh the communist lctt. 

Bread Smellin,: ,~{ Fb.-h 
!<)9]. Galu/i 

In the Russian textbook I had in high school thcre was a short sto
ry cntitlcd Rcihu (Fish S011p). It was about a poor man who. every day. 
would go and stand glucd to the window of a pub whcre thcy served 
fish soup. Aftcr he would stare long enough al all thc pcoplc cating 
therc. he would sit down by the open door and cal his loaf of brcad 
smclling of fish soup. 

/.,· lt So Terrihle to Bea Swiss? 
/ 996, Genei•a 

J'm having a chat with my old fricnd and collcaguc Tinti Orăsanu 
and with some of his friends. We"re talking hard lifc in Romania and 
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Switzcrland. I rccall that, onc ycar ago, thc famous Peruvian writer 
Mario Vargas Llosa visited Bucharest. In 1990 he ran for president in 
Peru without any succcss. He spcnt many years in London writing for 
the litcrary pagc of thc Times. · Is it so tcrriblc tobe a Swiss'?" he asks 
in a review of a book hy Swiss writer Max Frisch. 'Reading this book. 
one might think thcre ·s no worse nightmare than civilisation. Being 
prosperous, well cducated and frec seems tobe stiff boring. Thc price 
paid for these privilcgcs is a humdrum cxistence. Maybe that's how 
things arc, rnaybe thc material progress and thc politica! development, 
regarded as a model hy so many poor and reprcssed nations, do look 
deprcssing. Any stage in the progress of humanity brings about new 
forms of frustrat ion and unhappiness. differcnt from those of the pre
vious stage, and conscqucntly. ncw reasons to wish for a better lifc. 
That doesn't mean that therc's no such thing as progress, or that civili
sation is a fraud. Thcse notions do not necessarily translate in ultimate, 
perfect forms of existcncc. No mattcr how advanccd and admirable a 
society were. pcoplc would stil I bc discontcnt. lf not, thcn discontent 
would have tobe artificially provoked, for the sake of thc futurc health 
of that nation. But then! is progress. It's bcttcr to he borcd to death in 
Switzcrland, than to starve to dcath in Ethiopia, or to be torturcd by a 
dictatorship in a third world country. But most important for the pco
plc striving for their countrics to rcach somc day thc living standards 
of Switzerland, is to know thc mistakcs thcy could do, so that thcy 
could a void thcm or. at !cast. mitigatc thcir effccts.' 

Llosa ends his rcvicw in a humorous tone: 'Wc must not Jose hope. 
With somc luck, the Sv. iss limb may bc. somc day, thc much longed 
for infcrno of the hcro in Frisch 's novei.' 

We needn't wait for that. Wc have hcrc, al home, thc perfect mal
contcnt, the ncwly-rich by fraud of transition whose revolt surges 
along with undescrved profits. 

The Feast of Hmpitality 
Ju/y 1999, Sarajevo 

The Conferencc of thc Stability Pact brings together an important 
number of heads of state and govemment. During the working lunch a 
high official with thc European Union turns to me noticing with as
mile the bountiful dinner. 'Perhaps to offer more timc for discussions·, 
I answered retuming his smile. I understood he intended his remark as 
a comparison with the official dinners in western countries, stylish but 
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frugal. In a diplomatic manncr he wantcd to cmphasisc a too obvious 
aspect: the poorer the country, thc highcr thc cxpenscs for its reprc
sentation. 

Of course, my answer, as prompt as unconvincing. can be bettcr 
discussed within the framc of thc south-east European mcntality, the 
product of a Mediterranean tradition: the fcast as a form of hospitality. 

March 1990. Th<! R<!etor \- Office 
A French delegation bringing food aid to the poor villages of Ro

mania enters my office at thc Bucharest Univcrsity. Thcy teii me they 
were rather puzzlcd whcn after thcy unloadcd thc powdcr milk and thc 
tinned food they had bought from their own savings. thcy werc invit
ed by the villagers to a dinner so rich in food and drink. the likc of 
which they hadn't scen in their cntirc lives. They told mc thcy wcrc 
left dumfounded by what thcy called the us<!l<!ssn<!ss o(their gesture. I 
asked them how long in advancc thcy had announccd thcir arrival to 
the mayor of thc village. 

'One month·, they said. My answer was: ·vou can be sure that alt 
that month they did nothing but preparc to wc I come you. They can 't 
spcak your languagc. they havc no idea about your lifestyle. The only 
way to show you their Iove and gratefulness was that dinncr prcparcd 
according to their custom from what thcy managed to savc from thcir 
poverty. lt was nota protocol dinncr. thcy la id thcir soul on that table.· 

lf this short story spcaks about difference deriving from a cultural 
understanding of hospitality. grcatcr differcnccs becomc manifest 
whcn wc turn to thc idea of saving and wasting vital rcsourccs. With 
thc advcnt of urban civi lisation wasting food bccomcs lcss important 
than wasting raw materials. watcr. clcctricity or energy rcsourccs. It 's 
becoming obvious that thc poor countrics are thc mos! rccklcss in us
ing and saving thcsc rcsources. 

The most dramatic case is that of watcr rcsources bccausc thc mis
managcmcnt and thc failurc to prcscrvc water rcsourccs triggcrs natu
ral disasters. Romanian architcct GM. Cantacuzino once said that thc 
history of the Romanians speaks about alt kinds of invasions, but ncv
cr mentions floods wreaking havoc on thousands of hcctarcs of land. 
With the radicalism of a philosophcr. a radicalism a politician could n
ever afford, Andre Gide said that thosc nations which are not able to 
build roads and dam up their waters have no right to live. In faulty or
ganised countries even when they do succeed in building with great 
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efforts a water supply systcm, its lamentable quality triggers huge loss
cs, paid from the pockct of the consumcr with an indiffercnce hard to 
explain. 

The Rain, the Sun and U.,· 
Fehruary 2()()(), London 

There was a short period of time bctween the meeting with Prime
minister Tony Blair at I O Downing Street and the reception by Qucen 
Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace. lt was too short forme togo up
stairs to thc suite on the 4th tloor of thc luxurious Claridge's hotel. 
The adjutant told the hotel butler that I wanted to wash my hands. He 
shows mc ceremoniously to a toilet which îs covered with marble 
where, after having pul a tap to thc basin he mixes hot and cold water 
to an appropriatc tempcrature. This îs the British way which makes 
one savc watcr in a country surrounded by water and under watcr duc 
to the rain most of thc ycar. Thcre îs a warning in all big hotcls în thc 
West rcgarding thc water crisis, thc costs for its purification, and thc 
risks regarding its pollution with detergent, all accompanied by the 
poli te rcquest of taking awaz used from the towels onc has not used 
yct. My dccades long mcmorics from back in the country kecp alive 
the image of brokcn canal pipcs pouring oul water ccaselcssly, taps 
that wcnt without bcing rcpaired for ycars on cnd, watcr running in 
the bathroom or in thc kitchcn mosl likcly forgottcn ... 

In thc year 2000, whcn onc of thc most terrible droughts of the 
century had come upon Romania, I wcnt to sec the crops burnt because 
ofthe non-functioning of thc irrigation system. Wl' cannol do any1hi11g, 
the specialists shrugged their shoulders. Right after "90 everything has 
bcen stolcn, all copper, iron and lead picces havc becn disassembled 
and carried away, everything that could be sold. These things howev
er, were not dane în thc middle of the night, secretly, these things werc 
dane in broad daylight. undcr the cyes of all the people living in the 
same village who could see how thcir neighbour would gather in his 
yard metal products that had no way of growing there, because no
body had opened mines of iron, coppcr or lead in their yards. 

Augusl 2000, Tancahesli 
We are during one of the mast droughty summers of the 20 centu

ry. The images of the crusty soii and dried crops prevail on the TV 
screens. I make a stop at one of the irrigation centres in the Romanian 
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Field, locatcd 10 mctrcs away from a spot st iii fillcd with watcr bc
cause the winter had bccn rich i11 snowfall. Thc irrigation systcm docs 
not work and thc culturcs on thc brim of thc lakc arc dricd with drought. 
The engineer kceps 011 1clli11g mc that thc centre has noi becn working 
sincc 1990 because evcrything had bce11 stolcn: thc lcad pipcs, thc cop
per from the transfom1cr a.s.o. Therc is 110 moncy to make it work again. 
And everything would bc stolcn oncc more anyway. 

Who sifts thc chaff from thc whcat'! Fcnccs and gatcs wclded from 
the irrigation pipes, swings and rib stalls for bcating the dust oul of 
carpets have moved into the yards of ··houscholds" an cntirc irrigation 
infrastructure. Lcaving thc soii and thc culturcs withoul a guard against 
drought, pcople havc stolcn from thcmsch cs u1H.h:r thc passivc look 
of the othcrs. 

./1111e ]OOO. Mure.,· Va/Ier 

As far as one can sec, the watcrs of thc Murcs rivcr strctch ovcr 
thc cultures after having crosscd thc road and thc railway. Thc dams 
left broken, the modified courscs of watcr, thc chaotic cxploitation of 
sands, uncontrollcd grubbing, sloth, carelcssncss. 

Sci....-....-or....- and Bulkwarks 
FehrnmT lOOl, Cluj 

Therc has been a lillle ovcr a ycar sincc I dccidcd not to havc crit
icai rcactions în ordcr to savc my timc for a more scrious analysis and 
sincc I have substantially cut off public contacts as wcll. I havc uscd my 
time travelling - I cannot say incognito. bccausc ti.)r mc this is not pos
siblc yct, but as lcss officially as possiblc throughout thc country. 

Crossing Transylvania I stop for a fcw hours în Cluj. I havc old 
and warm memorics from this city. Whcn I was a second ycar student 
at thc Faculty of Geology and a guidc with NTO, I uscd to takc sever
al times a year thc so-callcd ""Tour of Ronrnnia'", out of which thcrc 
were five days meant for visiting Transylvania and a day and a half 
for visiting Cluj. I rcmembcr that on my fost trip, arriving thcrc in thc 
evening, after having shown thc tourists to thc hotel, I had takcn a fow 
history and art guide books and I had gunc into thc city to idcntify thc 
monuments that I had to presen! thc following day, at the rather dim 
light of the strcetlights. Thc first thing that I idcntified was thc Tai
lors' Bastion. It had been crectcd around 1475 and it was dcdicatcd to 
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a rich and sought for guild in thc Romanian Middle Ages. lt was part 
of the twenty towers set along the defence wall ofthe Cluj Fortress. In 
thc small copybooks that I kccp on rcdiscovering whcncvcr I move 
house in thc trunks in thc lumbcr room there is underlined: Baba No
vac, formcr captain of Michael thc Brave, was burnt at the stake here 
in the year 160 I; and thcn. in rcd pencil: not tobe forgotten. 

The sky is cloudy, and a cold wind is blowing. The weather is not 
welcoming and thc city sccms dcserted in the hours of the aftcrnoon. 
I teii my friend that I would likc togo visit the Tailors· Bastion. 

- It will bc difficult - he tells me. Homeless people, or the 
hoschetari. as wc call them havc startcd to squat in here for some time. 

I rcmembcr that catcgory. the category of thosc wretched people 
had nourished a strangc fccling of congeniality towards me when I 
was president, which sccms almost incxplicable when I think that I 
could noi do almost anything for thcm. I decide togo there despite 
cvcrything. 

-- It might bc bcttcr noi togo thcrc - my friend insists. Thcrc arc some 
minor felons sought for by thc policc amidst thosc wrctchcd pcoplc. 

I wasn 't wrong. ln the cnd, thosc few that have recognised me did 
not look upon me with hostility. quite on thc contrary, with thc strange 
Iove of those wretched pcoplc doomcd by their fatc for the onc that 
thcy imagine closer to Ciod. Bui this imagc has lcft a mark. Ina House 
of History that had gathered thc signs of wealth and military pride, the 
prescnt appears among pi Ies of garbage. and the gesture of making 
beautiful clothes is now replaced by an existencc that kccps on getting 
rottcn between the \V„ills that crumble, abandoncd by any trace of re
sponsibility. The Tailors· Bastion is now inhabited by fclons, sparrows 
and ring doves. tlies that l'eed upon thc piles of garbage. Because I 
know bettcr now the dimcnsions of povcrty in Roman ia, as well as its 
more visible or hidden presence to the European Wcst, I havc learned 
not to gencralise and noi to point tingers. I cannot help remembering 
however that at thc beginning of my term, the Law of Local Budgets 
had become operational by mcans of a decrec of cmergency; it was 
one of thc rnost important normative acts of my temi. A larger amount 
of money remains at thc levei of local administration, wherc it can be 
spend with more care. I cannot help rcmembering the demagogic ap
pearances of the pompous mayor of thc city of Cluj, Funar, who al
ways brags about the cleanliness and the order he had established in 
the city. This is truc, for somc areas. I f we cannot put an end to pover-
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ty and corruption, a long timc from now on maybc. wc may al least 
diminish the differences. I keep on looking how thc underground e
conomy keeps on popping up ostentatiously to thc surfacc by rneans 
of a series of haughty buildi11gs a11d I ca11not help 11otici11g that a great 
part of local authorities if 1101 most of them are playing al bci11g site 
supervisors of their own villas a11d warehouses. Looking straight at 
the euro, whoever would stumble 011 the garbage that is all over the 
rooms of the Bastion? 

During a trip to the east of the country I passed through a spa in 
Moldavia where one of my companions has shown mea stadium with 
a night lights system turned into a private club for somc privilcged 
who were drinking whisky i11 a close circlc. al the cdgc of thc sport 
field, while the other inhabita11ts live witb no perspcctivcs abando11ed 
with scom and arrogance by tbe red Mafia people. 

While the ministers and bigb officials of thc PSD powcr. led by 
the first hunter of the country, are killing bears and boars with silver 
fangs, the homeless from tbe Tailors' Bastion are 011 a hunt of tbcir 
own for sparrows, part of their daily mc11u. Eacb man bas bis ow11 hunt. 
The Cluj philosopher O.O. Roşca used to spcak of "tbc timc cloth". 
Which scissors would we usc to make the clothes suited for our histo
ry and where would the bastion of its tailors be'? 
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THE ART OF BETRAYAL 

Don 't turn your head 
April 2002, Magheru Boulevard 

Conversation with Victor Ciorbea in the office at ASPEC. In spite 
of being late in the afternoon and his having to leave by car to Alba I
ulia, he does not show signs of being in a hurry. Four years after the 
visit I paid him in the apartment ON 1848 Boulevard, where he had 
returned after thc changc of govcrnment, in 1998, this is the first calm, 
long and sincere discussion wc have. ln the middle of April, outside it 
is snowing with big snowtlakcs, which makes us feel normal in an up
sidc down world. After thrcc hours of discussions Ciorbea makes an 
uncxpected confession: 

·You should know that, in July 1996, when you came back from 
the States, aftcr the scandal of the restoration of monarchy when some 
of the 'distinguishcd intcllectuals' of thc Civic Alliancc cal led me to 
teii mc you had no chancc to becomc prcsident and thcy wanted to 
proposc mc as candidate on bchalf of COR in thc prcsidcntial clcc
tions, becausc I was up, I dcnicd the proposal. I did not do it only be
causc I thought it was a stupid thing to do politically, but oul of a moral 
duty I had to you. I do not know what thcy told you, I thought of that 
many times and I do not know if. .. 

I am not following him any longer. .. 
• 1 did not know, I was not told, I couldnpt have bclieved it.' 
Walking around thc muscums or lingering in thc great cathedrals, 

whenever I watched Thc Last supper, I noticcd that, out of all the A
postles, Judas was the most handsome. Only in the small villages 
churches, the peasant painters. with their simple heart divided between 
good and bad, painted him ugly and with a face black as pitch. The fa
mous artists of the royal courts were con versant with the school of am
biguity and the refined art of justifications conferring moral support to 
treason. 

Do not turn your head; those behind you, who are just betraying 
you, might convince you of the good they are doing to you. 
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Better than Sandra Brown 
April 2002, Co11te111ir 8011/el'llrd 23 

Once again at president Diaconescu·s housc. Al thc cnd of the dis
cussion I ask him: "ls it truc that a coupk of •nonths bcfore thc clec
tions în 1996, a group of intellectuals proposcd to you to substitutc the 
candidature of Ciorbea for mine?" I know that the vcnerablc politician 
never lies. Many shamelessly used his disarming sincerity. 

Some time ago I asked a bookscller al a bookstand down town: 
What is the book that sells the best? He answcred without hesitation: 
The aft of betraying! 

An essay book stronger than Sandra Brown'? 
Maybe now is the moment whcn we act fairly and abo,c board. In 

the performance of universal treason - Casamayor lets us knmv - the 
illusory shield of whispering has bccn given up. Thc trai tor must know 
that it îs now possible to speak loudly. Of late, trcason is cxprcsscd in 
an cnormous quantity of dccibels and watts. lt vibratcs coils, dcafcns, 
and blinds. 

Until 1990 I had not expcricnccd thc trcason of fricnds. or bcloved 
women, which gave mea kind of trust that lookcd likc foolishncss for 
many. 

The Bait and the Hook. 
Fehrnarr 199?( Cotroceni 

Zoe Petre tells me that Radu Vasile insists to sec mc for a private 
talk, very important to him. I must say that this rcqucst quitc surprise 
me. We had had only one private talk, in July 1996. I had asked thc 
presidcnt of PNTCD, Ion Diaconescu, to proposc a rcprcscntativc of 
the party as co-director of thc prcsidcntial campaign. and he proposcd 
Radu Vasile. Costin Georgescu was chargcd to organizc a prcliminary 
meeting and he proposed to rncct al thc restaurant Coso Ro111w1L1. Gcn
erally, I do not agree with rneetings in restaurants. I would rathcr havc 
them in offices, because important matters should not he discusscd in 
the atmosphere of a restaurant. 

I must admit I was not very happy with the proposal madc by the 
president of the party, but I had to admit its righteousncss. Asking him 
whom would the PNTCD propose as prime minister incase wc would 
win both the presidential and the parliamcntary clcctions, he told me 
that because of a crisis of personalitics thc party gcnerally cxperiences, 
he would go for Radu Vasile, as a specialist in cconomy. sincc this is 
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the requirement, and oul of the three cconomists (the three men in the 
second line of PNTCD -- considered specialists in economy: Mircea 
Ciumara, Ulm Spineanu and Radu Vasile) he would go for the last. 
Then we agreed not to announce a tandem, as this was not in the line 
of view of Corneliu Coposu. ln 1992 he firmly stated that he did not 
agree with this idea, inspired by Maniu who thought that this is the 
weakest political idea as it discourages all those who must fcel, during 
the campaign, that they have a role to play. This idea of a real compe
tition in this transparent open framework represented, every four years 
by the election campaign, looked appropriate to me, too. 

The forn,er meetings with Radu Yasi le had been sporadic and pub
lic, because Radu Vasile ncver took part, between '92- '96, in the meet
ings of the Democratic Convention. Generally, whenever I came to 
PNTCD headquarters. I would always arrive together with Coposu the 
last to come when they were all gathered together, and I did not have 
much time to discuss with those coming to put them at the disposal of 
the Convention, like Remus Opris. Ulm Spineanu and many others. I 
remember that only once. at the end of a meeting, Vasile had asked me 
to support him at the Superior Commission of Accreditation of Acade
mic Titles, as I was mcmbcr of that cornmission in rny capacity of rec
tor of thc University of Bucharcst. I made somc inquiries - that im
plied no influcnce - finding out !hat thc papcrs wcre delaycd, but the 
candidate mct all thc rcquirements (doctorate, papcrs) and thc only 
new thing I found oul thcn was -- to my surprisc. as I thought he was 
an economist - that. in faci he was a historian teaching the history of 
economic doctrincs. 

We mel in a booth on thc first tloor and after tel ling me that he 
was satisfied to takc ovcr the posilion of co-director, together with 
Radu Boroianu, the reprcscntative of thc National Liberal Party, he 
added that through his being chosen in this position I was going to 
have no financial problcms with the campaign since he had important 
connections and would take care of all these aspects. What came after 
was really stupefying. Maybe it is useless for me to say that, irrespec
tive of what happened, and I am not insinuating anything, I never re
ceived a single leu, or any other kind of currency, from Radu Vasile 
line. Moreover, he ncver joincd me in any activity in the election cam
paign, not even in thc launching of thc campaign when he ostenta
tiously went to Ramnicu Valcea to sec his family. 

Appearances could be kept because, generally speaking, the elec-
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torate, the parties, and to my surprise, thc prcss, too arc not inlcrcsted 
in the co-director of the electoral campaign. I was amuscd hy what 
president Diaconescu told mc, when I askcd him about thc rcasons for 
this lack of participation. He reproduced Radu Vasilc's answcr: 'Tm 
not going to carry Constantinesu ·s briefcase, am I'!" For thc bencfit of 
the 'unity' of the Convention, I let this go, making cvery timc cicar -
at the ever insisting questions of the press concerning the person I was 
going to nominate to be prime minister in casc I was elected president 
- that he would be the persan proposed by thc PNTCD. I ncver reject
ed either ironically, or by implication, the namc of Radu Vasile. Ali 
this time - Diaconescu told me -at each mecting wilh thc mcmhers of 
the PNTCD in the country, sometimes attended by presidcnt Diacones
cu Radu Vasile would say: '"if the party is going to nominale mc··. then 
"in my capacity of party nominee candidate·, '"if I am to he prime 
minister" and finally "as prime minister" ... That was not such a had 
thing after all. Yet campaign ended shortly, duc to the simultaneity of 
thc presidential and the parliamcntary elections. The electorale was 
only interested in the presidential elections and, thc candidate running 
for president, was essential to organize open succcssful mectings any
where with the participat ion of thousands or tens of lhousands per
sons. 

At the time proposed for the meeting, all these things were histo
ry. As it was well known, I had proposcd Victor Ciorbea as prime min
ister and the PNTCD had acccptcd, Radu Vasile turning paradoxically 
into the critic of the prime minister assumcd by thc PNTCD. 

I saw him in my vcry office in Cotroceni. and to cnsurc a cozy at
mospherc, in one of the corncrs thcre was a lmv littlc tahlc. \\'ilh some 
chairs and a lamp, where the mectings could he closc and fricndly. 
From the beginning I found myself în the presence of a warm nice per
son, who transmitted a strangc fceling of corn furt through his natural 
attitude. He Iooked really movcd and he told me he was experiencing 
a decisive moment in his lifc. Thc policy he saw was carried oul then 
did not satisfy him, he could see no futurc for him, he was considcring 
totally abandoning the party and he would he inlcrcstcd to find oul if 
he could work forme as presidential counsclor, Io help me în thc eco
nomic issues. I admit I was totally surpriscd and I did noi havc, in that 
moment, any reaction, which does not often happen to mc. He told me 
that before continuing the discussion, he wished to make a confession 
concerning the fact that he betrayed me in the election campaign în 
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1996. That was not a brand new thing forme, much had been written 
about that and about the fact that he had been offered the prime minis
ter position or, anyway, a very important position in the govemment if 
the results of the clections would have led to a coalition PDSR
PNTCD. That was something completely new for thc Romanian cus
toms, and even in general, that was the confession of treason by the 
traitor. Radu Vasile. looking straight into my cycs, told me that he did 
not consider that he had politica! responsibility because, from a politi
ca! point of view, that was what he thought then, he was of the opin
ion that I had no chance al all, he did not havc faith in COR and acted 
to save thc interests of the party. Being sure that Iliescu would win the 
prcsidential elections with the PDSR he considered that for the inter
ests of thc party and country that was a good move. At the same time 
he considered that he had a moral responsibility to me, because he had 
betrayed mc, that confession did him good and he was eager to cor
rect, if I accept, through a futurc cooperation, the moral mistake he 
had rnade then. I looked into his eyes. I had seen rnany liars în rny lite, 
but even now, after so much tirne, I could not think he was lying then. 
I think, as a matter of fact that he suited well the category of duplici
tous people who transpose thernselves so well in a charactcr that, at 
lcast for a short period of tirnc. would identify thcmsclvcs with that 
charactcr. It was sornething more in Radu Vasile 's case. He had the ca
pability to convey this credibility that was to bring hirn thc syrnpathy 
of many peoplc, even if thc open conternpt he manifcstcd towards his 
closcst and most faithful collaborators should have rnade them be on 
their guard. 

Going back to Casamayor, I rernembered that the most efficient 
manner of bctraying was to make people think thcy undcrstood, when 
in fact they did not undcrstand you wcrc offcring thcm to understand 
an objcct that simply hid another. There îs no better example than that 
of the bait and the hook. The fish understands that it was offered food, 
and the fisherman does not lie, bccause the fecding substancc of the 
worrn playing the role of the bait is the truth. So, the fish and the fish
erman become acquaintcd to the first truth: the nutrient; only the fish
erman knows the second truth: thc stcel hook. He is the one to win. 

I overcarne my surprise, I told him that the party still needed him, 
that we were going through difficult times and all people were useful. 
When he left he shook my hand, he hugged me and told me, as he was 
going to teii me many tirnes from that moment on: God bless you. 
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The history of Radu Vasilc·s nominal ion, funclioning aml resigna
tion from the office of Prime Minister of lhe Governmenl of Romania 
will be told elsewhere. I can·t stop notieing once again the eharm of 
this extraordinary sincerity. This timc I knew the second truth, told by 
the very owner of the steel hook, whu had used it before. I knew how 
right Traian Stanciulescu was when noticing that treason and faith 
share constancy, a virtue on which either tlowcrs or thorns grow, in 
accordance to the purpose they arc going to be used for and the soii 
on which they are sown. Life had confirmcd that if faith lacks imagi
nation contented with what it has, treason. which is a continuous crc
ation, must imagine a futurc that it builds. I was awan: of all that and 
still I let my cheek be kisscd. 

Masked bal/ 
.29 ./11I\' JOfC, OTI. 

During the talk show, the host asks mei( by giving up my candida
cy for a new prcsidcntial tcrm, in July 2000. I did betray CDR. Thc Ro
manian Democratic Convention. I havc repeatedly explained the rea
sons for my giving up on the nomination. for my choice to assume full 
responsibility for the politica! price tobe paid am\ e,en today I slill be
lieve that the program I put forth was beneficiai to Romania. and the 
PNTCD. I reject the constant victimization of the PNT leaders. 

I admit that, had I bccn nominatcd. the fceblc CDR. lhe outcome 
of so many betrayals. may havc gained parliamenlary access. But who 
clse, if its own leadcrs. has hetraycd the PNT( 'D'! I low can OllL' sreak 
of Victor Ciorbea's gcsture who, angry at noi being a prime minister 
any longer deserted the party that had promoted him mayor general 
and prime minister and had arpointcd him vice president whilc he was 
just a regular mcmber, cnlistcd into thc party kss tlun Olll! ycar bc
fore? He also hurled vehement accusations of irnmorality and incom
petence to his former party, which werc cvcn more trustworlhy in front 
of thc public opinion as thcy wcre not coming from any poli tical op
ponent but from one 's closcst friend. 

How can one call Radu Yasi le 's attitudc who. whcn he came to 
lose his position as prime minister. split up thc party am\ set up a new 
one for himself? Subsequently, sceing that this ncw party was noi quitc 
successful, he betrayed it as well and he joincd the Democratic Party 
(PD) in order to get a senator seat. After he got it, chictly duc to Băses
cu's support. he left the latter to face alonc the violent atlacks coming 
376 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Fus/ sidc storie.1· 

frorn PSD. when he should have bcen hirnself - as a former head of 
thc Govcrnrncnt- his rnost appropriate supportcr in the unbalanced 
fight Băsescu was waging on the ruling party. He keeps silent for one 
year and a half and whcn, eventually, he speaks up on television and 
writes in the ncwspapcrs, he does so in order to flirt with PSD, which 
was engagcd in a tough battle with his ncw party. 

How can one judge Vasile Lupu's campaign against COR and PNT 
during the COR governrnent and during the 2000 elections. gcnerated 
by the fact that he hadn 't bccn appointed prime minister or at least 
Minister of the Environrncnt, position for which he had actually nomi
nated himsclt: 

In Februarry 200 I. Viorel Hrebcnciuc confessed to rne that, during 
the electoral campaign he used to recommend to thc PDSR staff not to 
bother to look for anti-govcmmcntal issues and just quote Vasile Lupu, 
the best and the mos! trustworthy cnemy of PNT. He a Iso added that even 
aftcr his party·s victory in the elections he tempercd their cnthusiasm as 
he considered that I 0°10 of the votcs had becn brought by opponents like 
Vasile Lupu. Thc same Vasile Lupu who. thcn split up PNTCD, which he 
now considers the main enemy. 

What arc wc to understand from the attitudc of thesc politicians'? 
That loyalty to a party. to a doctrine. lasts only as long as it brings a
long some position which. by all means. has to be thc first one within 
the party or evcn thc state'? As many lost positions-as many parties'? 

On thc other hand. I stand convinced that \Vhat led PNT to dcfcat 
in thc elcctions was not thc commitmcnt to reforms. The PNT minis
ters were not in charge of any of the offices causing thc popular dis
contcnt. as thc Ministry of Industry, The Ministry of Transport, or the 
Ministry of Labour. 

What brought them to lose was the perception of mos! of the com
mon pcoplc that a party which \Vas not capable to defcnd their rcpre
scntative as Prcsident of Romania, its mvn party leader rcpresenting 
them as hcad of the Chambcr of Dcputics or its own ministers in the 
Govcrnmcnt would not bc able to support them either in case of necd. 
Which was not so far-fctchcd. For four years, at the bcginning of every 
weck, in thc politica! statcrnents on Mondays, in The Chamber of 
Deputies and on Tuesdays, in The Senate, deputies and senators of the 
Oppositions havc vehemently attacked me and madc usc of blatant I ies 
in an uncivil language. Bchind my back. But to their face. They were 
present therc. They would keep silent or amuse themselves. A.part from 
a few, they didn 't protest. lt was a long, constant and intentional 
bctrayal. 
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They did not walk out of the scssion. lhey did noi reply. lhey did noi 
ask for the legal sanctions, noi cven when the presidenl of thc pa11y was 
heavily insulted by a PDSR depuly during a session of the Parii ament. 

As a matter of fact, in July 2000. many of thc PNTCD leaders werc 
not looking for a presidenlial candidate who they should back up. bui 
for one who they could lay the blame on, on accounl of an already pre
sumed failure. Or even an expected one, which should allow lhcm to 
trigger the attack for taking over thc lcadership of lhe parly. May it bc 
even the leadcrship of a party which was getting smaller and which 
had been forsaken even by lhosc who had lent it vigor and dignity. 

These bitter reflections are not aimed at Presidenl Diaconescu. 
who I think highly ot~ they arc not aimed al most of the PNT ministers 
and state secrctaries from the coalition Government. nor at most of the 
prefects and mayors who paid the price of fralricidal.still ongoing 
fights. But above all, they are not aimed al lhe members and supporl
ers of PNT as wcll as of olher pari ies of COR to whom I owe my gral
itude and Iove and who I will never abandon. 

My conviction is thal loyalty is an essentiual quality in the poli1ical 
world when ii is in relation to principlcs and ideals and the privilcgc of 
consideration and honour should he bestowed only upon thosc leaders 
who are consistent with high values and not with their personal interest. 

Or, on the contrary, can politics he defincd as the art of belrayal? I 
think it can rather he dcfined as an a11 of adjusting ideas and actions to a 
higher goal which can well he the general intercst or lhc pursuit of an ide
al. May it be true or false, but one in which you should place all your faith. 

ln 1968, Dubcek did noi betray communism during the Spring in 
Prague or his colleagues from the Politica! Board eilher. I Ic imagined 
another kind of communism \Vith a humam: face and for the wcll being 
of the people and he believcd in it. And he paid for his actions and he 
didn 't disavow it when the Soviet tanks reinforced the old Brezhnev 
communist tradition. 

Nor can Gorbatchev be judged a traitor as he gcnuincly helievcd 
that perestroika could safcguard thc survival of communism in a 
changing ,, urld. He didn 't only launch the idea of "glasnost'' but he 
also put it into practice. Although this concept. as \Vell as pcrcstroika 
was going to prove fatal, he did not alter his ideas, not even aftcr he 
was overthrown. He was not really reinstated aftcr the defeat of thc 
putsch and he suffered a disastrous defeat in the presidential elcetions 
prccisely because he could not give up on his ideas in the electoral 
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campa1gn. 
A distinction needs to he made: among the traitors one cannot in

clude thosc whosc mission was to destroy from the inside, thc likes of 
Valerian Stan from the Civic Alliance, Radu Campeanu from the Lib
eral Party, Radu Ciuceanu from AFDR, Vasile Lupu from PNTCD, 
Octavian Paler from "Romania Libera". They were loyal to their com
manders from the outsidc and, if one bothers to take the time and ob
serve how consistent thcy were to their course of act ion. one might 
say they werc quitc honest with respect to what may havc becn a pur
puse thcy had becn scrving. The mask has stuck to the face. lt has be
come thcir own face. 

Thc Romanian politica! quadrille has enabled me to bccome well 
acquainted to severa! artists of betrayal who used to cxchange the 
masks of the part ies in a dazzling swing. 

Ali thcse mastcrs of thc game "politicians without frontiers" have 
impetuously followcd Casamayor's advice: takc advantage of the in
gcniousncss of thc others and pursue your own succcss. 

The Mist/etoe abol'e the Door 
June 2002, Rect!italca TV 

Thc "Cristoiu Vector" is broadcast on television. Thc "Vector" dili
gcntly digs through thc garbagc of pre-communist history in order to 
make cicar to thc anti-rnmmunists ( if thcrc st iii arc any) that thosc 
oncs wcrc noi any bcttcr. He contcntedly lets his interlocutor know 
that in 1944 thc papcrs from the capital had different hcadlincs in s
torc rcgarding thc succcssful turning of wcapons against thc Gcrmans, 
the prcscrvation of thc alliancc with thc Gcrmans or any othcr possi
blc coursc of cvcnts. 

Must of thc pcoplc I'vc known scem to think on a small scale, cvcn 
whcn it comcs to hctrayal. Thcrc is a germinative bcd which condoncs 
betrayal as something natural in politics. And evcn the "betrayal of 
bctrayar·. The stakc of hctrayal is the satisfaction of personal intcrest 
undcr any condition, and. on a social levei, the survival at any costs. 
Becausc traitors do survivc. Moreover, I rnight say that. with them, it 
is a way of living which is associatcd with pleasure. 

While the lcatlcss oak lics under the snow and the blizzard is blow
ing all over, wc joyously step into thc New Year together with its par
asite, the grccn mistlctoc hanging abovc. in place of honour, over the 
door. 
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EX/LE AND DIASPORA 

The Sky in Water 
March 1993, Zurich 

Thc tlight from Los Angeles back home is to bc întcrruptcd for half a 
day, tîll the flîght to Bucharcst. It is Sunday and thc rîchest town în Switzcr
land (evcn în small, homogcncously rich countrîcs therc are dîtlcrcnces) 
looks dcscrtcd. Thc rcd and ycllow tlowers on the wîndowsîlls strcss cvcn 
more thc sober na turc of buîldings in thc solid Gennanic stylc. Downtown 
all shops are closcd, only a fow small Italian rcstaurants arc crowded with 
Ame1ican and .lapancsc tourists, all of thcm slightly confused, scouri11g the 
cmpty strccts a fler thc colourcd umbrei las of thcir guidcs. 

Thc lake, shini11g i11 the rnild autumn sunlight, sccms thc 011ly liv
ing place in this town. 

Hugc whitc swans glidc on thc water, i11crcdibly hugc, rcminding 
mc of thc hug:c tastclcss applcs i11 California. To the joy of nativcs and 
tourists, thc graccful birds ca11 bc admircd i11 any scason. Uscd to corn
fort thcy havc stoppcd migrating. Thc sky is rdlcctcd in thc bluc wa
tcr. thc clouds arc thc swans of anothcr rea Im. Thcy dip thcir hcad i11 
thc watcr likc a scarch of thc 011cc high tlight over seas and continents. 

011 thc promenade, turning their backs 011 the imposing buildings of 
banks a11d luxury hotcls, facing the wooded mountains 011 the other shore, 
peoplc walk alonc or in small groups, or sit al picnic tablcs. Languages 
mix, a Russia11 harmonica plays the samc as a tlute. On Sundays, after 
morning mass, 11ativcs stay indoors. Thosc outside are the strangers. After 
severa! months spent abroad, I watch thcm wannly. Thcy arc between 40 
and 60. Well dressed and obviously proud of thcir status. The thrill of thcir 
mother tongue, silencc togethcr and gazing in the distance, beyond water 
and mountaîns, bctray thc rnclancholy of the first cstrangcd generation, 
whîch thc luxury of thîs polished cxile amplifies heartrendingly. 

Those wlw Have C/wsen Freedom 
May 1994, Paris 

I am invited to the congrcss of Romanîan exiles. It is nota usual 
one. The elite of anticommunist exiles is here. For the first tîme they 
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have invited the spiritual lcaders of the young civic Romanian socie
ty. The congress takes place in an elegant hali in the centre of the cap
ital and is opened by the vicc-mayor of Paris. aml thc Frcnch prcss is 
also there, but I felt from thc very first day a sort of tcnsion in thc de
bates. I understand later it comcs from thc mcaning thc term acquires 
for those prescnt. 

Diaspora, which means the cxilc of a nation all O\Cr thc world, is 
rejected violently and they prefer politica! exile instcad. Thcy diffcr
entiate it from economic migration; politica! rcfugccs arc different 
from exilcs from various other reasons. 

I agree. For thc first timc I meet thosc I kJH?\\ from hooks only, 
magazines, broadcasts that wcre politically forhiddcn. Wc otten forget 
that thosc who ran from communism clwse/i·eedm11. although thc slo
gan usually is choose ire/1 hei11g. Books of confcssions described the 
hard way these people followcd in their intcgration. thc humiliation of 
losing the status they had at home. of politica! rcfugec camps. Thesc 
Romanians resisted communist dictatorship and carricd on our \ a lues 
in the West whcn in Romania thcy wcrc trampkd. I meditate on the 
dichotomy exile-Diaspora. What can bc the part played by those who 
left Romania aftcr the fa li of communism'? 

P.-,.-a/m 136 
:}5 Dece111hcr /998, Hra.,·01· 

Livia Vatafu givcs rnc for Christmas a book by Max Dimont. ./e11·.,·. 
God and Histo,y. I open it and can·t pul it down till morning. lt is an
other version of thc story of Jewish slaves in Babylon that most know 
from Verdi's opera. ln 539 BC, after vanquishing Babylon. the Persian 
emperor Cyrus thc Great gavc an edict which allO\ved .lcws. exiled to 
Babylon 50 years bcforc, to return home. The .lews wcn: unpn:parcd 
and had a mixed reaction. Why go back to Jcrnsakm. \\ hcrc thcrc was 
only desert, poverty and labour, when they were well off in Bahylon'? 
Only a quarter went back to the Jcws that had survived ruin and de
struction, and they were all poor. The rest of the .lcws \\'ere in Iove 
with their new country, where they bccamc prosperous and cultivatcd, 
went into commerce, became rcfincd. Psa/111 13 7. · I f I forgct you, 
Jerusalem/ .. ./ lct rny tongue cling to thc roof of my mouth/ if I Jo not 
remernber you,/ .. ./ my chief joy·. cxprcssed a fceling that \Vas :rue al 
the beginning of exile but weakened 50 years latcr, whcn both words 
and the tone had changed. 
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Dimont writcs, "This situation is seen today, when the independ
ent Jewish state was formcd. Not many American Jews were willing 
to emigrate to Israel. Thc reasons were the same: I am a good Baby
lonian, or a good American, why should I leave'?' 

The world nevcr changes. 

The Fir Tree after Christma.,· 
Decemher 25, 1999, Sinaia 

I was talking to Doina Uricariu, by the fire, about roots and root
lessncss. Shc says that especially now she feels involved in this. She 
always thought of the fate of Romani a ns that emigrated, that were cut 
off just like our woods and spread like ashes: brought back home after 
1989, to visit, like a Christmas trec and sent away after the holidays, 
just like the tree again ... 

The fall of communism in Eastcrn Europe gave freedom to thc 
citizens of thcse country but a Iso to thosc who are now living abroad. 

Till then exile was politica!, they could never go back because they were 
considered enemies of their homeland. lt was also moral, for those who had 
chosen cxile as a rejcction of communist dictatorship and way oflife. 

With thc fall of communism, thc cxiled had a dramatic option in 
front of thcm, an individual one. It was no Ionger a question of group 
imposcd choicc. Acting in thc namc of this new freedom became as d
ifficult for thosc abroad and those in cx-communist countrics. 

Oncc thc country no longcr was a prison and travel became possi
blc, small cxile communitics wcre overwhelmed by ncw cmigration 
waves, and the reasons wcrc no longer politica! or moral, just the de
sire for well bcing or bcttcr performance in a better systcm. None of 
thesc could be blamed, they arc all part of thc human right to decide 
what is best for each onc. 

Is dialogue natural or just a holiday'? Planting exotic trees in na
tive soii might regenerate it or just adorn it. There are many possible 
landscapes with Romanians. 

"Soy Salami" IMPEX 
1990-2()()(), al/ over the world 

After the fall of communism, what relations can there be between 
Diaspora and the country'? Can it be a proof of patriotism that those 
who never ate soy salami should come back home to help? What is the 
part of the Diaspora in the fate and fu ture of the eountry? 
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I met Romanian Diaspora in many countrics, Europe, North and 
South America, Australia, South Africa, Near East, Asia. Thcy all rc
ceived me with unforgettablc wannth. 

Before touching upon thc problcms of Romanians who bccame 
the citizens of other states, bcfore talking about Roman ian minoritics 
with acknowlcdged or unacknowledged traditions, wc must admit that 
it is a delicate question. I wanted to be thc prcsident of Romanians 
everywhere, so I always used the terni ·Romanian communîties 
abroad'. Were they really communîties or hopîng to bccomc so. or was 
that just a utopia? I have no answer to thîs day. 

Statistics show that în 1992 and 1996 Romanians abroad \'Otcd for 
me from 90 to 95%. But those who voted were just a fcw thousand. \Vhich 
showed, sadly, lack of civic intcrest and concern for thc country. 

An unavoîdable conclusion îs that Romanîan cmîgrants arc often 
exceptional and adapt wondcrfully în thc Wcst, hut also that thcy arc 
not united. 

Dimont wrotc, 'Diaspora has bccn for millcnnia thc csscntial con
dition for thc Jews' cultural survîval bcyond thc natural timc span of a 
civilization'. He saw the success of a nation in thc creat ion of a Dias
pora and a cultural elite in all ccntrcs of progrcss of thc world. 

Firejlies of the Amawn 
Decemh<!r I 995. Rio de .lunci ro 

Invîted to thc conferencc of univcrsity rcctors în Brazil. Al thc cnd 
of the confcrcnce, I gavc a speech at the National Univcrsity of Rio. 
Brazilian collcagucs teii mc that în thc jungle of thc Amazon thcrc is a 
spccîcs of firctlîcs that tly in swarms and that lirst shinc alonc, thcn u
nite in light. Thcy givc thus intcrmîttcnt but strong light around. more 
efficiently than the light of only onc inscct. A kw ycars hark. Vict
namese studcnts told mc in thcir country firctlics wcrc thc frîcnds of 
poor students, whom they help to study al nîght. 

.la1111c11y I 996, Magu rele Plotf<Jrm 
As rector, I meet profcssors, students and researchcrs at thc Dc

partment of Physîcs and rcsearch înstîtutes on thc platform. Usual 
problems. Fînancîng contracts, transportatîon, hcating. I vîsît hostcls, 
diners and laboratorics to check what îs truc în thc rcports of thc ad
ministration. Not everythîng. Thc dean îs accompanicd by somc vîsit
ing professors of Romanian origin from USA and France who teach 
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or do research. Thcy cnjoy thc cooperation. I teii them the story of the 
Amazon firetlics. Profcssor Tănăsescu, chief of thc optics dcpartment 
says thcy havc achicvcd a physical mode of synchronizing luminous 
signals and cxperimcntcd it. 

lt is very simple and easy to understand by anyone. 
I will describe it because I havc always admired the colourful, mean

ingful language of physicists. Let us imagine an electric circuit, a source, 
a photo resistor, a condcnscr, a switch and a bulb. At first thc current 
tlows on the upper sidc of thc circuit, as the lower part is interrupted by 
the switch. In a drawing, electric tension în the condenser, time-related, 
is a slowly ascending curve to the T0 value of tension, when the switch is 
perforated and the condenser gives light. lf there is a secondfire.fly, when 
it glimmers, it enhances thc currcnt of the first firetly. Lowering the re
sistancc of the photo rcsistor thc condcnser recharges sooner and the first 
one givcs light sooner than if it werc on its own. Repeating the process 
we get to a coincidencc of curves. More firctlies speed firetly I even 
more. AII glimmering is spcd and synchronization is achieved. Once 
achieved, it becomes stable. 

6-9 May 2002, NeH· York 
Thc ministry of forcign affairs of Romania scnt thc medals and 

dccrees to those who rcccivcd them on Dcccmber I, 2002, on the oc
casion of Romani a 's national day ( Roman ia 's Star. For Merit and 
Faithful Service). They wcre brought back decades after thcir abroga
t ion by the communist regime. As I was în the States, the Romanian 
general consul Eugen Şerbănescu invitcd me to takc part. The consul 
reads my decrecs, I hand thcm pcrsonally to distinguishcd American 
citizens of Roman ian origin. Thc new Roman ian ambassador în Wash
ington, Sorin Ducaru, a vcry special pcrson, uttcrs a few heartfelt 
words în thc end. Ducaru and Şerbănescu did a lot to improve the re
lations between Diaspora and the country. I remember the two inci
dents with firetlies the natural instinct of the living beings and the 
physical experiment seem convincing for the need that we should syn
chronize our individualitics to heighten common light, the light of our 
homeland, wherever wc may be living at the time. 

I wonder if we are cntitled to ask for solidarity from the exiles 
when we are so divided inside this country. They live so far away, în 
joy or pain, while we are so far away from ourselves, from unity, right 
here, at home. 
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GOD 'S ANOJNTED KINCi 
August I 991. Versoix 

Interview for Radio Free Europe. At the cnd of thc programme, the di
rector of the station, Nicolae Stroescu-Stâni~oară, asked me whether I 
wished to visit the King at Vcrsoix. After my immcdiatc conscnt, he an
nounced His Majesty and bought mea returu ticket Munich-Zurich. The 
Swiss Consulate in Munich granted me the visa for Switzcrland without 
any great difficulty and aftcr that I got on a bus fi:x pensioncrs who go on 
one-day trips at a low price suppo11ed by the social assistance services in 
Bavaria. When I reached Zurich as a Bavarian pensioncr, I bought another 
ticket and, aft.er a short stroll about the town. I gol 011 thc train to Geneva. 
Serban Mironescu was waiting for mc at thc station. He rccognizcd me 
and told me he worked at the Municipal Library. Wc madc for Ycrsoix, 
stopped în front of a simple wooden gale bcyond which I saw a ncat gar
den with a small house at its back. We rang thc beli and a perso11 opened 
the door and invited us în. His Majesty shook my hand 011 lhc doorstcp and 
asked me în. Queen Ana was watching carefully thc BBC 11ews on TV and 
on computer. After drinking a cup of tea, H îs Majcsty i11vitcd me i11 thc li
brary where we talked for an hour. I was surpriscd to sec how updatcd he 
was on Romania's state of atfairs, and cspccially Lo discover his calm na
ture, which sprcad a natural scrcnity. apparcntly a gift from Above. 

He was the first king I had ever met and it was for thc tirst timc \vhen 
I had telt that the syntagm God\ Anointed may hidc a miraculous truth, 
at least for sume kings, and I thought Michael of Roma11ia is onc of them. 
After talking to Queen Ana about the !atest dcvelopmcnts in Russia, His 
Majesty offered me an autographe<l book 011 his i11ll'rvicws givcn to 
Mircea Ciobanu and then saw me off at thc gale on an allcy hordered by 
tlowers. Romanians' old custom of seeing somco11c off at the gale may 
sound strange here în Switzerland. 

King Michael 's simple gestures do not offend h is gra11dcur, but 
make it complete. 

The Meek 5 Easter 
24-26 April I 992 

Completely absorbed in demonstrating a diagram on the black
board, I felt that something was wrong in the amphitheatre. I turned 
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my head and sa\v the chief la bora tory assistant of the department s
tanding on the doorstep. Though I was looking at him in anger, he 
made for the platform and told me: "Profcssor Anastasiu asks you to 
give students a brcak carlicr and to come to thc Department because 
there is an emergency that must be solved as soon as possible". I 
looked at my watch; twcnty minutes left until break time. I told him to 
kindly ask Professor Anastasiu togo on to deliver the lecture. After he 
took over, I climbed down to the Department where Petre Mihai 
Băcanu rang up again. letting rnc know about the emergency. On a vis
it to Romania, King Michael was coming to Bucharest, invited by Met
ropolitan Bishop Corneanu and Archbishop Pimen of Suceava and 
Rădauţi. His Majesty's participation in the Easter service officiated in 
Bucharest hit the headlines issucd by Băcanu. 

An official statement rnade by the Patriarchy tlatly said that there 
was no authorization or invitation frorn the Patriarch. Băcanu told rne 
that any attempt to get into contact with the patriarch was to no avail 
and asked me whcthcr, as Rector of the Univcrsity, I could talk direct
ly with him. Băcanu made one more gesture that seemed to be absurd 
and unrcalistic at first sight, but miraculously cffective în the long run. 
Romulus Rusan often says that Petrică Băcanu jumps into empty pools 
from the big springboard and pillows havc to be brought for him to 
fall on. I was preparing to bring him a pillow. I phoned the Rector 
Hall's secrctary to ask her to call the Patriarchy and make an appoint
ment with Patriarch Teoctist. The positive answer came immediately 
and, by a car that carne from the Law faculty, I got to Dealul 
Mitropoliei in a few minutes. The Patriarch's assistant opened the door 
and invited me in the lihrary, where thc Patriarch welcomcd mc with 
cold water and rose jam. A fter a short official talk, the door opened 
and painter Sorin Dumitrescu came în agitated, as usual, kissing the 
Patriarch's hand and then sitting heside me to support me if needed. I 
got right to the point and told Patriarch Teoctist what the purpose of 
rny unexpectcd visit was. He did not scem surprised. His sharp mind 
and fine obscrvation of all things made him guess at once what was 
all about. I paused for a few moments in order to Iet him express his 
dissatisfaction with the offensive way of ignoring an elementary po
liteness, that is the gesture of being consulted. Sorin Dumitrescu, fa
miliar with the Church engagements and aware of all its regulations, 
knew very well that the Patriarch was, at the same time, Archbishop 
of Bucharest and that no event can be organized by Walla~hia 's and 

389 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



FMIL CONSTANTINLSCl. 

Dobrogea's Metropolitan Church without his consent. His Beatitudc 
patiently told us that, according to thc Orthodox Church 's tradition, 
the Metropolitans and Bishops arc frec to make invitations in their "u
nits", so that the invitation of Metropolitan Corneanu to thc rcgion of 
Banat, and the one of Archbishop Pimcn to Rădăuţi and Suceava had 
been in accordance with the rulcs of thc Roman ian Orthodox Church. 
Our discussion gradually became enlivened. I remindcd Him that the 
King and his friends had supported the Church and its idcals during 
the communist regime and that those who are against his coming to 
Bucharest were the fon11er church destroyers. It was not about a polit
ica! act, but about a participation of thc sovcreign in the most impor
tant holidays of all Christians that ought to mark the fall of thc barri
ers of intolerance. The Patriarch basically agrced to that, call ed thc pa
triarchal vicar to agree on thc place whcrc the service was to bc officiated. 
We chose St. Gheorghe Church whosc interior and front yard arc vcry 
roomy for the crowd that was expccted to take part in the Easter service 
on Sunday. I thanked the Patriarch and went on talking about the Faculty 
of Theology, about its imp011ancc for Bucharest academia and about thc 
faith which animated the generat ion of studcnts at that time. 

That afternoon I summoncd thc lcading board of the University 
Solidarity Association and then I hcld a mceting with the lcadership or 
the Democratic Convcntion which includes '"România Viitoare'' Movc
ment supported by Simina Mczinccscu. Wc prcparcd an cvcnt perfcct
ly adapted to the spirit of such a cercmony, though wc took into ac
count potential threats that could nol bc cxcludcd giwn the recent pasl 
and the brutal way of reacting to othcr visils of H is Majcsty to Roma
n ia. Yet, I expresscd my douht that 011 Eastcr day such thrcats might 
be caused by the most fanatic anti-monarchists. 

Thc Easter day surpassed all expectations. The cicar sky, thc col
orful tlowers and the shining sun seemed to rc\eal Ciod's gracc poured 
on earth. A feeling of Iove and undcrstanding transfigurcd the crowd 
present at the service and then in front of Continental Hotel \Vherc thc 
sovereign made an address from the balcony or his room. 

It is one of the few days whcn Romanians discovcr how good they 
can be. However, those who, for one rcason or anothcr. thought ofit as a 
vote for the monarchy wcrc deeply wrong 011cc again. lt was not a 
plebiscite, but a transfiguration. lt was thc miraculous gift of King 
Michael and his family that gave everyonc the impression that thcy werc 
taking part in an event which strengthened their dignity, faith and hopc. 
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March I 993, 6 ;\,fartie B011/l'\'ard (today 64 Queen Elisaheth) 

Excited students and gucsts animatcd thc halls and the park of the 
Law Faculty. Togethcr with the hcad of thc Students' Union, I wel
comed Queen Ana on thc stcps of thc University's Rector's Office. 
She was very modest and happy to bc surrounded by students. They 
gave hcr a big clap and offered her flowcrs. We accompanied her to 
the Students' Uni011 whcrc a bust of King Michael was tobe uncov
ercd, himsclf a student of Bucharest University decades beforc. 

There was an exciting atmosphcre and I uttered just a few intro
ductory words. "Our Uni,·crsity is glad to take an important step to
day in its rediscovcry of thc truth. Wc arc very happy to have amidst 
us people who have fought for it". It was the students' day. It was their 
initiative and merit. Thcy wcrc the first, the samc as they had been in 
the past three years. Thc irony of fate was that the Students' Union 
headquartcrs was the formcr building of thc University·s Committee 
with the Roman ian Communist Party. Thc bust of thc king was then 
placed on the desk of the ex-Party secretary of the University. King 
Michael 's portrait hung on the wall instead of Ccausescu 's one. The 
students understood immediately what and who had to be changcd. 

The Quarantine 
I D<:cemher 1993, The Revolution Square 

A demonstration stagcd to celebrate thc Union Day in Bucharest. 
Des pite the frcczing cold, tens of thousands of people gathered in front 
of the Roya! Pa Iace. At the meeting of the Leading Council of the Ro
man ian Democratic Convcntion, I proposcd not to participate in the 
Alba Iulia Asscmbly, organised by thc neo-communist Power, as a 
protest against the government's decis ion of not allowing the Sover
eign to be present al the 75 annivcrsary of thc Great Un ion. We decid
ed to organ isc an alternative popular asscrnbly. A dclegation of sena
tors and deputies of thc Romanian Democratic Convent ion was togo 
to Alba Iulia in order to share thc feclings of thc Transylvanians. At 
the samc time, delcgatcs of all the COR organisations and associations 
frorn the Transylvanian countics wcre to come to Bucharcst. This was 
not the bcst way of celcbrating the Union, but wc could no longer tol
erate the abuses of the PDSR party and of its acolytes. 

Senator Alexandru Paleologu proposcd King Michael should be 
officially invited to the cerernonies dedicated to Romania's National 
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Day, and the mayor of Timisoara city. Viorel Oancea, member of thc 
COR, sent His Majesty thc invitation to visit thc hero-municipality. 
On the 9 of November, the Sovereign cxprcsscd his wish to come to 
Romania, saying he acknowlcdges the ncw state bodies. On thc 16 of 
November, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs denied his acccss to the 
country and the spokesman of president Iliescu considercd it a right 
decision. 

I looked at the people's faces from the tribune of the Roya I Palace. 
I knew they were just a few, but I kncw thcy were right. Simina Me
zincescu read out the Sovereign 's message: "I am grieved because, 
thinking of the fu ture of your country. those who rule it today havc 
not yet managed to get rid of the old habits of thc communist dictator
ship, at a time when they held senior public officcs. Today. whcn wc 
want to get united, they torn us apart; today, whcn wc want to live in 
harmony, they are afraid of us··. I concluded by saying that therc was 
only one way to prove that we had good intentions: to take hold of 
power and use it to achieve the real reconciliation and national unity 
all the nation 's sons could takc part in. 

By denying King Michael the right to participate, as a citizen, in 
the anniversary of the Great Un ion, 46 ycars after he was forced to ab
dicate, they also contested his quality of citizen of the country whcrc 
he was bom. That abusive quarantine proved that the lcadership of that 
time were afraid of the monarchy, fcar that had lasted for dccadcs. Thc 
fear of monarchy was presentcd in the form of ccrtain incompatibili
ties or labelled as a hasty, 111rn·ise action. It was. în fact, a means of 
exhausting its last chances. Presidcnt Ilicsrn is waiting for the Sover
eign to get older and weary, hoping probably to losc his pridc and ho
nourable posture. Whcn he only aims at claiming thc cstates, he and 
his family once owned, and not thc throne. no grounds thc1t prcventcd 
him from coming to Romania will cvcr he solid. li is likc ''chcss to thc 
king" in a game with few moves. The action of undcrmining monar
chy began in a brutal manner and îs still unfinished. The rccurrent cho
rus "Time has not come yet", also used in the casc of thc rcform, of 
the privatization procedurcs, of thc rctrocession of cstates, reinforces 
the policy of keeping the va lues în a state of quarantine, hoping that 
time will make them obsolete. Thc red card of thc unpropitious mo
ment was fluttered against thc Opposition which did want H is Majesty 
to enjoy all rights. The reform of mentalities îs a continuous offsidc. 
Democracy's potential is still suppressed. The day whcn intcrdictions 
392 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



.-l candlc in thc 11·illll,· 

disappcar, today's fanatic opponents to monarchy and its recidivist 
usurpers might turn thc royal couple, as in many other cases, into pro
tagonists of a fashionahle reconciliation. The usurpers often exhibit 
on thcir empty cscutchcons old arms which do not belong to them, 
purchased from antiquc shops. The PDSR has a younger leader keen 
on collecting art objects. Onc day we may come across relics exhibit
ed with visible pridc, isolatcd and exiled today in remote areas, like a 
dangerous virus. 

The Dung Hote Ful/ ofSlop....-
Octoher 1996. B11charest 

Ali TV stations broadcast thc electoral video of the PDSR in which 
my figurc turned into thc Sovcrcign 's onc, followed by a massive dis
play of pictures about the disasters that would take place in Roman ia 
after I was to be elccted prcsident and to set up the monarchy. Encour
aged by the violent attack Cristian Tudor Popescu launched on me in 
Adeviirul daily, following somc declarations I had madc in the United 
States when I met thc cxilcd Romanians from New York, the members 
of the party rushcd to deal with that issue at length. As the video was 
not enough, Adrian Năstase suddenly appeared to talk, with a sobriety 
wcll-known to pcoplc, about thc impact of thc disastcrs and to cxplain, 
as a specialist in Law, how thcy werc to stern out. Adrian Năstase, a 
sharp and brii liant mimi of thc PDSR, relied on my psychological im
pact. Thcy knew they put mc in an unsolved situation: eithcr to deny 
monarchy which, wcak as it was, rcpresentcd thc tough and rcliablc 
nuclcus of my supportcrs, or to rcfrain from rcvolting against them. 
The plan he elaboratcd turncd out to work accordingly. I could not ac
cuse thcm of false statcments as it meant that bcing a supporter of 
monarchy was a shamc, which I could not stand. 

A great deal of offencc, libels and I ies werc targeted on His 
Majesty King Michael, on Queen Ana and His family after 1989. Cor
neliu Vadim Tudor and his team of Securitate informants, Adrian 
Păunescu and his churlish statemcnts about the daughters of His 
Majesty, Europa and Politica magazines, Dimineaţa daily, the news
paper of the FOSO or k:i, the FSN daily, different newspapers, radio 
and TV stations blackened the past and the present for ten years. Was 
there anything left undiscloscd or unused in that shameless plot that 
exceeded the limits of common sense? Unfortunately, president Ion 
Iliescu got involved in this campaign and, quite often, he could not 
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suppress his real feelings in front of thc journalists, using tough or 
rude words when talking about mon,rn.:hy, espccially about King 
Michael. The three electoral campaigns from "90, '92 and ·96 were 
the top ofit. Only the people·s common scnsc resisted to thcse dirty 
campaigns. It also did in 1996. 

March Amulet in May 
24 May I 994, Paris 

The conference <dRomanian exiles. A common meeting of thc Ro
mani an exiles with those considered by the leaders of thc cxilc tobe 
the real supporters of democracy in Roman ia had takcn place for thc 
first time. Among other prominent personalities. thc presence of His 
Majesty King Michael was announced, if notat the confcrence. al least 
in the capital of France. wherc he was to organizc a reccption in hon
our of the participants. This was anothcr sign of rcconciliation of thc 
Romanian cxilcs with themsclvcs. ln 1992. when I met thc members 
of thc Romanian communities from California. at South-Wcst Univcr
sity of Los Angeles, I was shockcd to hear a roar of revolt from a cor
ner of the room, while I was praising King Michael I. 

Later on I was told they wcre supportcrs of Marshall Antonescu 
who considered King Michael a traitor. The exilcs are stuck in opin
ions, limited only to the abandonment of their country. ln Paris, thcy 
werc trying to reconcilc the past, thc present and thc futurc. At least it 
seemed so. Perhaps it was not true. On my way to Paris, I travellcd 
with Octavian Paler by plane. I was startlcd whcn I opcncd România 
liheră daily, I had bought on my way to thc airport. Thc lcading arti
clc was a direct attack against thc Democratic Convcntion. thc PNT 
and mc. Petre Mihai Băcanu had arrivcd in Paris a day bcforc. When I 
showcd him the articlc, he told mc that Palcr, without showing it to 
him, had been givcn the appn)\'al to change thc day whcn. by shifts. 
he wrote the editorial, so that his articlc could appear on thc \'cry day 
he left for Paris. Familiar with all the mischicn)Us sct-ups of thc com
munist press, the old politruc had givcn anothcr hcavy blow. knowing 
that the authorized corrcspondents of the ncwspaper werc carrying by 
plane thousands of copics of România liherâ that wcrc to he handed 
to each participant at thc opening of thc congrcss. Băcanu's solution 
was to teii the editors to throw the newspapcrs, carried with so much 
toi I, in the sewers of Paris and in the waste-papcr baskcts ncar the con
ference hali. Paler·s hypocrisy did not stop here. He knew his biogra-
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phy made him vulncrablc in front of those who left the country and 
had been cornered many times, with proletarian anger, by the commu
nist press, radio and tclc\'ision he ran, one by one, all throughout the 
period of their cxilc. lt was thanks to Petre Mihai Băcanu's generosity 
and naivele that he attended the cvent, drafting an aggressive speech 
by which he gave the others patriotic advicc. But not before he started 
with the magic sentence: "I was born in a kingdom, I wish to die in a 
kingdom" which benumbed the audience, since afterwards they all lis
tened hypnotically to thc advice uttered by the ex-nomenclature offi
cial. He nonchalantly participated in the meeting of the restricted cir
ele of the Royal Council. hcld in an apartrnent în the centre of Paris, 
placed at their disposal by a French admirer of the King. Though I had 
a private meeting with His Ma_jesty and thc royal family at thc hotel 
they were staying, I was also invited to take part in this rcstricted coun
ci I I was not part of. When I got into the living room togcther with 
Corneliu Coposu, I mel Doina Cornea, Alexandru Paleologu, Octavian 
Paler, architect C. Brâncoveanu, Constantin Antoniade, chief of the 
Roya[ Sureau and, as far as I can remembcr, Roxana Iordache, all seat
ed around H is Majcsty. As usual. the K ing 's presen ce poured a bright 
light on cvcryone and Doina Cornea, in a white jacket and with screnc 
eyes, seemed to be a fine uhatjour of this light. Unfortunately, the 
meeting suddcnly turned ridiculous under the contemptuous glance of 
Pa Ier who, in thc prcsencc of Ceausescu, and within the Central Com
mittee, had witnesscd a real party propaganda. Thc solutions adopted 
for increasing the king·s popularity among people wcre very uncom
mon. Whilc they were talking about a future visit that was to be her
alded by distributing autographed pictures everywherc, military bases 
includcd, Paleologu proposcd a photo with the king dressed in mili
tary unifom1. There were heatcd discussions about the photo - whether 
the king should be dressed in infantry, air forces or naval uniform, 
whcther the photo should be old or lately taken, whether the king 
should singlc out a suit from the !atest wardrobe or an older one, typi
cal of the time whcn he was the Army's commander. The King was 
looking absent-mindedly ... He lost the thread. 

Portrait Frame 
Decemher 1996 

By a miracle of fate. I had the opportunity to meet most of the 
kings, emperors, emirs, princes or dukes of the contemporary world. 
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Thcse meetings are part of the most exciting moments of my lifo. Most 
of the Roya! Houses have a protocol that providcs that these meetings 
should take place in restrictcd circles. without any othcr pcrsons from 
the retinue and any interpretcrs, cxccpt, of coursc. thc dinner parties 
within the official and state visits. Private meetings arc held according 
to this protocol. It offered me the possibility to know a special world, 
superior people who are educated tobe like this, who do not dcpcnd 
on peoples' changing options up to a ccrtain extcnt. At )cast that îs 
what happens in democratic countries, seizcd with a feeling of bcing 
at ease, possessing a specific philosophy of litc, a curiosity open to 
everything new, but, at the same timc, to fundamental valucs. Maybe 
one day I will have time to pondcr on thcse mcctings. I have home a 
gallery of autographed portraits of thc royal and imperial familics, 
meant to remind me of thcm all thc timc and în the case of Great 
Britain, I have the honour to be one of thc Roya I Order knights. I had 
the opportunity to meet dejected pcople. who wcrc dcthroncd or some
times lost any chance to come back to thcir mothcrland. I am not rc
ferring only to members of the royal familics from the cx-communist 
countries, but alsa to those from some EU membcr statcs that could 
not recuperate their status, estates and, likc Austria. Greecc and Italy, 
the right or possibility to return to their native country. 

That is why I was very sensitive to this problem and, immcdiately 
aftcr I was elected president of Romania, I look al) thc neccssary mcas
ures in order to setup adequate procedures for His Majcsty to come back 
to Romania in the right conditions he had claimed: he was to be granted 
the Romanian citizenship without any former requcst. Of murse I could 
not do everything for thc king, but I put my bcst into ensuring thcji-ame 
which reinforced His dignity, bccause his dignity had never fac.kd out. 
We managed to create the legal circumslances. and not only. by mcans of 
which the king could cxprcss freely in the country he had servcd with 
honour and faith, and be proud to support it officially in front of the oth
er Roya[ Houscs in Europe or clscwhcre in the world. I have always re
garded Him with respect and affection and I would be vcry glad if more 
ofticials could do it as sincerely as I did. 

letters and Meetings 

Between 1994 and 2000 I had a stcady correspondencc with His 
Majesty and many personal meetings. With a typical royal sinccrity, 
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His Majesty pointed to my inappropriate measures or positions. I re
member that, he told mc in Pangratti Street, in an ofiice on the floor, 
that he disagreed about the decision to reinvest thc national ordcrs 
Steaua României (Roma11ia \- Star), Serviciul Credincios (The Lo_rnl 
Serdce), and Penin, merit (For Greai Merii}, introduced by kings Ca
rol I, Ferdinand and Carol li. He also confessed that he wanted to rein
vest a personal distinction. I told him my opinion in the same frank 
style, and when the ordcrs wcre legally reinstalled, I talkcd in my 
specches, disarmcd by a complete ignorancc up to the highcst levels 
of the intelligentsia, about thc history of these orders and the role of 
monarchy. I do want to point oul the steady concern of the King - both 
during the period I was president of the CDR and a presidential candi
date and when I was president of Roman ia - with kceping mc away 
from any difficulties. He kept mc by letters or by some rcpresentativcs 
-- especially by the Roya[ House chicf Mr. Antoniade, a vcry special 
and brilliant person - about the actions he wanted to put to usc. Mr. 
Antoniade and the Roya! House lawyer get into contact with mc to 
communicate me the King's intcntion of resorting to legal procecd
ings in ordcr to claim his estates. I told them I fully agreed, as other
wise it would have been absurd that thc King should not cnjoy thc 
same rights as a lay citizen who claims his possessions, as long as therc 
was no rctroccssion law that automatically stipulated lhe retrocession 
of all estates. I encouragcd him by saying that once the General Prose
cutor Sorin Moisescu had suspendcd the appeals and hecamc presi
dent of the Supreme Court of Justice, all verdicts were givcn in favour 
of those who claimed their estates. 

I welcomed His Majesty and his family both to the Prcsidenlial 
palacc, and to my place, and wc took great pleasurc in participating 
together in different public evcnts. I have had pleasant and priceless 
memories sincc then. 

Sour Grape covered in Chocolate 
19 May 200 I, B11charest 

Ali TV and radio stations and ncwspapers announced that prcsi
dent Iliescu invited King Michael to Romania. The government dc
clared that, following the passing of the law on ex-presidents' rights, 
Elisabeta Palace was to be the residence of the King for life. The 
changing attitude of president Iliescu, of the PSD and of the Năstase 
govemment was a good thing which had tobe considered as such. Stil), 
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manipulated by the PSD's propaganda, thc evcnt acquired a halluci
nating dimension. They wcrc talking about historic rcconciliation -
whose? and with whom?, about thc achicvcmcnt of what thc former 
power did not manage to carry out. As known, thc propagandistic ap
paratus of PSD was trying to fool everyone, rclying on people\ will
ingness tobe fooled. Surfing on the Internet, I discovcrcd that thc web
site of Ziarul de laşi revealcd a chronology of King Michael's failures 
to return to Romania between 1990 and 1997 and thc series of visits 
paid between 1997 and 2000. 

Let's try to refresh our memory a little. 
3 April 1990: King Michael expressed his intcntion of coming to 

Romania on a visit on the occasion of Easter holidays. The deputy for
eign minister said in 1990: ··The king lived 43 years in exilc and he 
will not suffer too much if he li\·es in exilc a littlc longer". On 11 April 
1990, the Romanian government considered that the presence of the 
ex-sovereign might give birth to unpredictable incidents and that they 
could not ensure the protcction of the Roya I House membcrs. As if by 
magic, the incidents did takc place: on 16 April 1990. an unknown 
coalition made up to this purpose of FSN and thc Romanian Anti
monarchist League organiscd such an evcnt and the King was forced 
to postponc his visit. 

25 December 1990: King Michael and thc membcrs of the Royal 
Family arrived on the Otopeni Airport. The customs authorities grant
ed them an interim 24-hour visa. After that. thc royal family wcnt to 
Curtea de Argeş to take part in a religious service. On Uucharcst-Piteşti 
motorway, at kilometrc 11 O, a barrage of military \'Chiclcs and tractors 
was built în order to stop the rnyal family that was summoned under 
weapons thrcat and takcn. undcr protcction. to the Otopeni Airport 
where, at 5.43 p.m. they wcre cmharkcd on a Romanian aircraft bound 
for Switzerland. Petre Roman declarcd that he defrndcd the constitu
tional ordcr. 

26 April 1992: The ex-Sovereign paid a visit to Romania on the 
occasion of Easter holidays, the only one in thc six years of the Iliescu 
regime. Despite people's sympathy for thc King, PDSR launchcd ve
hement reactions against His visit. An employee of TVR \Vas surn
rnoncd to resign for having talked ahout the royal visit in a politica! 
review programme. On 29 April. president Ion Iliescu madea violent 
address against King Michael, stating that "when he left the country, 
he took with him ten railway carriages and three cars. as if it were 
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nothing. Let's remember whal Charles I brought to Romania and what 
Charles I I took, and what Mic hac I I took, and now they want to come 
back. Monarchy is a non-democratic institut ion, out of popular control". 

December 1992: King Michael expressed his wish to spend Christ
mas in Romania. He was forced to cancel his visit because the condi
tions imposed by the Romanian authorities "'blemished'' his dignity. 

14 April 1993: Michael I was obliged to postpone the visit to Tim
ipoara because of the same humiliating conditions. 

9 :\Jovembcr 1993: The King expressed his wish to come to Ro
mania, saying that he acknowlcdged the new state authority. On No
vcmber 15 The M inistry of Forcign Affairs refused to grant Roman ian 
cntry visa to the royal family. 

11 April 1994: The King expressed his wish to spend the Easter hol
idays in Timipoara. On April 28. the negotiations between the Roya! 
House and the government on entry visa \Vere suspended, given that 
Michael I rejected the restrictive provisions imposed by the govemment. 

29 April 1994: President Iliescu stated that one of the most im
portant conditions the King had to comply with if he wanted to come 
to Romania was to give up the throne once and for all. 

10 August 1994: ln the name of the ··Iuliu Maniu" and „Rene Radu 
Policrat'' foundations, Corneliu Coposu and Dinu Patriciu invited K
ing Michael to participate in the commemoration of the 23 of August 
1944 events. considering thal the Sovcreign 's testimony would be im
portant. The King accepted on condition that the problem of visas 
should bc solved. On 11 of Septemhcr, the government and the Min
istry of Foreign Affairs declared that King Michael\ visit to Romania 
was unpropitious. 

7 Octohcr 1994: King Michael and Qucen Ana ac_rived on the 
Otopeni Airport on an Air France tlight, hoping they would get thc 
visa at the airport. A governmcntal statement said that the king and the 
queen tried to enter Romania illcgally and. consequently, they wcre 
forced to come back. 

24 October 1994: The king was forccd to rejeet the invitation 
launchcd by Timişoara 's mayor of taking part in the commemoration of 
five years from the outbreak of the '89 revolution in this eity. On I O of 
November 1994, the PRM senator Corneliu Vadim Tudor called on the 
premier and the ministers ot: justice and home affairs ministers to elab
orate a draft bill that "should deny the aecess of the ex-sovereign and 
the members of his family to Roman ia for an indefinite period of timc". 
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11 November 1994: PDSR asked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to declare King Michael persona non grafu .. President Iliescu did not 
exclude a legislative measure that should deny the king's access to Ro
mania. "It is a pity that, at his age, he should be manipulated. The w
hole affair related to the King's visit is a diversion". 

14 December 1994: King Michael was forced to announce that he 
could not accept the invitation to participate in the commemorativc service 
officiated in honour of the tragic events fi-om Timişoara in December 1989. 

November 1995: King Michael askcd the Romanian authorities 
to grant him an entry visa for Romania in order to participate în the 
funerals of the PNŢCD leader Corneliu Coposu. 

13 November 1995: At the request of the foreign minister Teodor 
Meleşcanu, premier Nicolae Văcăroiu decided Io deny the king's ac
cess to Romania. 

If between 1990 and 1996 prcsidcnt Iliescu, the FDSN, FSN and 
PDSR governments objected to granting King Michael the Romanim, 
citizenship, the passport or the cntry visa, attcr 1997, when all of thcm 
were finally granted to him by the new government, president Iliescu 
and PDSR, now an opposition party, had a vehement reaction. On 13 
of February 1997, president Iliescu declarcd that the COR 's objectives, 
hidden during the electoral campaign, wcrc confirmcd. They targeted 
to defend monarchy and the interests of the ex-owners. A new restora
tion was confinned at all levels. 

The former sovereign could very well enter Romania in a decent 
rnanner, without facing so many obstacles. When King Michael rc
ceived a new passport on 9 th of March 1997, Ion Iliescu said !hat the 
authorities wcre immoral and irrcsponsible, that they were lrying to he 
humble servants of the forrner sovereign whereas president Constanti
nescu "defiles the Constitution". He protestcd that lhc king had heen 
welcomed with royal honours and that the new authorities offered him 
the Elisabeta Palace as a residence. A big scandal bursl oul in Parlia
rnent on 4 march, gencrated by thc opposition deputics. Sever Mcpca 
called King Michael "a ghost haunting the Europe" and wondercd why 
the king had not been arrestcd on the Otopeni Airport, inslcad of bc
ing given a passport. Miron Mitrea (PDSR) slated that "thc govern
ment have to remember that Romania is a republic". PDSR senator 
Virgil Popa asked the govemment to show '"thc costs supported by the 
Romanian people", though, as stated by Simina Mezinccscu, thc bill 
was fully supported by the Royal House. 
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lf wc arc to divide the events into two columns, one for each peri
od, wc understand that he who did harm before is the only one appre
ciated now for doing good. 

Prcsident Iliescu 's reconciliation with King Michael the his great 
victory of his and not of Romanians, of Roman ia or of the Romanian 
state institutions. He changed his rejecting attitude, which has to be 
positively appreciated, but not drawn from the context. After the 2000 
clcctions and especially aftcr Vadim Tudor got the second place in the 
presidential elections and the PRM the same place within the parlia
mentary opposition, Romania was again banned to have bilateral meet
ings, cspecially with the EU monarchic states. The imminent pressure 
generated by Queen Iuliana of Holland's visit to Bucharest, recipro
cating my official visit to Hague, at the invitation of the queen. An ex
act date had been set during my mandate. 

The same context led to the passage and, particularly, to the im
plemcntation of the law on rights granted to ex-state leaders. During 
my mandate I encouraged a law meant to grant rights to the former 
Sovereign. Unfortunately, tormented by internai fights and govern
mental problcms, the so-cal led monarchists of PNŢ and PNL, mem
bers of the government, forgot about this draft bill, the same as the 
MPs, who could pass it as early as January 1997 in the legislative fo
rum. The government ought to have acted in the same manner, being 
able to pass it as an emcrgency ordinance, as was othcrwise recom
mended in the vcry year of 1997. It was only during the second half of 
my mandate and duc to my prompt intluence on Remus Opriş that the 
draft bill had becn submitted to Parliament. PDSR staged a vehement 
oppostion against the draft bill's text, best illustrated by senator Pre
descu, member of the Judicial Commission. The PDSR senators at
tacked the law, starting from its titlc and acccpting only the statement 
"the former presidents", and not "the former heads of state", so that 
King Michael should be excluded. The law remained for long on the 
Senate's agenda. Towards the end of my mandate, the Coalition had 
lost the majority in the Senate, dominated, after Petre Roman had been 
invested foreign minister, by Nicolae Văcăroiu, whereas the new pres
ident of the Senate, Ionescu-Quintus, was a pale figure. I was forced 
to resort to PNL and PNŢ senators, good friends of mine, to ask that 
the law should not be passed under such circumstances. I realized it 
was a heavy blow that may have compromised my status once and for 
al I. I think this was in fact the diabolica) plan of PDSR which already 
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saw itself as thc winncr of thc elections. It was anothcr situat ion that 
was to become ridiculous, bccausc of somc rcluctant and indolent 
monarchists, though it could havc been solvcd cfficicntly in thc vcry 
first months of the COR goveming. 

This political incapacity unleashed PDSR 's propagandistic ma
noeuvres for the so-called reconciliation and thc usc of monarchy for 
defending its own honour. No monarchist of the CDR-UDMR-PD
USD-PNL government, premier Ciorbea included, could bring con
vincing arguments on the impossibility to solve this problem by an e
mergency ordinance at the beginning of 1997. Thus, all thc monarchic 
drivcs of thesc persons, now in opposition. wcre ridiculous. 

As usual, passivity goes with the presidcnt. evcn whcn thc gov
cmmcnt mcmbers' or the MPs · indccision or cowardicc is at stakc. 

The Grey Circle I 
Fro11k/i1rt. 1996 

On my way to America, I made a stopovcr in Frankfurt to mect 
the Romanians from Hcssen land. The discussions wcre held in a hali 
of the Cultural Centre. A deputy from Bundestag and severa I German 
journalists wcrc a Iso present. Ali of them wantcd to know what hap
pened in Romania. We continued our discussion in a small restaurant 
and thcn in a famous doctor's housc from a satellitc town near Frank
furt. Aftcr rcaching the hotel late at night, I rcccivcd a call from a jour
nal ist from Radio Free Europe. He told me about the intcrvicws he 
had taken to His Majesty aftcr thc Rcvolution and askcd mc to give 
him an intcrview. I acccptcd and whcn it was ovcr. he proposcd mc to 
meet an important German businessman, intcrcstcd in thc invcstment 
market of Romania. He took me by car to his vi Ila. Aftcr prescnting 
his position within the business circlc. he askcd mc to make a record 
about the advantagcs that a great oii cornpany might takc in casc I be
camc prcsident. I was to obtain a substantial support on thc basis of 
this record. Wc could start. Everything was prcparcd. lt seemed to me 
so dirty a sct-up that I rose immediately and madc for thc door. Still, I 
depended on the car I came by, so I was forced to bcar thejo11malist \ 
company a littlc longcr. When reproaching him that was a trap, he sud
denly changcd thc subject and prcsented mc a hallucinating scenario. 
He was trying to persuade me of the Roman ian Intclligencc Service 
director's merits, Virgil Măgureanu, who carried out an intense medi
ation activity in ordcr to bring the King to thc country. Prcsident Ilies-
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cu acccpted, as it wcrc. to install Princcss Margaret as dcputy prcsi
dent in a first phasc and to )cave room after that to the King. The plot 
was destined for thc monarchists. The fact is that such attempts existed. 
Măgureanu and one advisor from Cotroceni proposed to invite the King 
to Roman ia in the run up of the 1996 elections in order to destabilise the 
right-wing electorate thc vcry moment I became a dangerous opponent of 
Iliescu. The obvious dclay rclated to the proposal's approval focused on 
thc fact that thcre was a ticrce competition revealed by opinion polis be
tween Petre Roman and mc. so the action was inappropriate if Petre Ro
man, a genuine republican, scconded me in the first ballot. 

June 2002, Bucharest 
Twelve years from thc '89 Rcvolution, familiar with the appear

ances and reality of al) pcoplc who evolved on the foreground of po
litica I scenarios, I rcalisc that the King was encircled from the very 
beginning by peoplc of thc former communist Securitate who carried 
out differcnt missions and played different roles. They hid sensitive 
biographies of those who were to be used in the country as informants 
about the democratic structures or became part of Măgureanu 's group 
subsequcntly, carcful supcrvisors of any move made by thc King or 
recruited for staging diffcrcnt plots. Therc wcrc prominent pcrsonali
tics among thcm who may not havc acted at order, but, because of thcir 
past. they could be blackmai led by the Securitate. 

lt is odd that, aftcr thc King·s voice could not be heard in our coun
try for decades, it could he hcard aftcr thc Revolut ion by many of those 
who had prevented it from being heard before. 

The Grey Circle 2 
July 2002. ASPEC 

ln a long intervicw on TV, answering thc eterna) statement "You de
clared you have been defeated by the former Securitate", I clarified the 
real meaning of my speech at thc 2000 meeting with PNŢCD physicians 
and chemists. I stated that I was not referring to the rclation with those in
volved in thc intelligcncc scrvices which I ran firmly and cleared up from 
a large part of the former Securitate mcmbers, but to those outside their 
circle, who dominate the cconomy and the press and who built a system, 
by appealing to democracy, meant to distort all my statements, to resort to 
allusions and calumny in order to spoii the natural communication be
twcen me and the Romanians in the country or abroad. 
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Within days, I was visited by a friend. He said to mc: "I havc Iis
tened to what you said on TV and now I am convinccd you arc right. 
That is the proof', he added and put a thick book with crimson covers 
on the table. "You will find hcre all the proofs related to manipulation 
and to the disinformation, technique". The book was called King 
Michael among Vs, written by Liviu Vălenaş and issued in 1999 at a 
publishing house in Iasi. That year, facing all sorts of crises, I did not 
have time to read, nor had I found out about it until thcn. I knew he 
was a second-rate author. "This is not thc point. Rcad it carefully. lf 
you don't have time to read it, I marked in yellow the important pas
sages", my friend told mc. I followcd his picce of ad vice and I discov
ered a perfect model of manipulation. The book has 703 pagcs. oul of 
which 256, that is one third of it, contain intervicws with King 
Michael. The back cover contained thc biography of the author, pre
sented as a model of the anticommunist fight.. He did not ignore to 
mentioned that he definitely rcfused to co-operate with the Securitate. 
Everything looks honourable: thc subject, the author of the preface. 
Two thirds of the book contain statements and messages of His 
Majesty King Michael and of the Royal House rccordcd bctwecn 1989 
and 1999 which reinforce the author's credibility. Three interviews, 
one taken in 1998 and two in 1999 are the essencc of thc book. I rcad 
the interviews and told my friend that I appreciatcd thc right and un
blemished attitude of King Michael who refused to accept thc tricks, 
the proposals and the invitations, more or less direct, of adopting a 
criticai position towards me. "This is where thc mistakc Iies". He an
swered, "the author didn 't want more. Thc purposc was to sharply 
record the accusations that would spoii latcr on your rcputation. Suf
fice it to say that the false accusations should bc rccordcd as qucstions 
and that the king, careful not to blame thc prcsidcnt, to accept to com
ment on some statements which presumed thc least honcsty of thc au
thor". "What should wc do?" "You must do what you havc ncvcr done 
so far. You must teii the truth". He was right. Dan Pavel himsclf told 
me that he believed in many foise statements about mc bccausc I failed 
to reject or comment on them. 

I listened to him and I stil I do it, accompanying cach qucstion that 
introduces a Iie with the nakcd truth. Thus, I draftcd a virtual inter
view, closer to a reality which can be anytime verified. 

Typical examples of tricks are the questions referring to NATO. The 
first question of the interview taken on 22 May 1999 at Vcrsoix read: 
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L.V.: Your Majcsty, first of all I kindly ask you to refer to NATO 
and Romania. Sire, ho,v would you characterise the results of the 
Washington summit hcld last month from the point of view of the Ro
mani an intercsts? 

King Michael started hy answcring that "I do not know yet all the 
details discusscd thcrc. Thc fact that Romania has been again tabled 
for discussion is a big stcp forward. Nothing has been said about Ro
mania before, but this timc it was taken into account more seriously. lt 
is hard to know what will happen until thc end". 

L.V., feeling that thc King was not updated on details, took advan
tage and said: "Very recently, on 17 of April 1999 Your Majcsty have 
met president Constantinescu at Cotroceni. Was the Romanian presi
dent concemed with thc fact that Romania is stil) outside NATO? 

K.M. understood and avoided the answer elegantly: "I don't like 
to talk about my meeting with president Constantinescu at Cotroceni". 

L.V.: "How should wc interpret the facrthat this year (that is 1999) 
at the Washington summit Romania is no longcr mcntioned (together 
with Slovenia) as a main candidate for the future accession to NATO? 

E. C.: That is a /ie. Point 7 of'the statement of'the if'ashington .mm
mit made on 24 April /999, cal/ed "A/liancefor the 2 I Centw:v ", he
gins with thejhllowing 11·ord,·. a/ier ir reaffirms the commitment Io re
ceive new memhers: "T-Vi! acknmdedge and salul<' toda_,. the ongoing 
e[/iJrls and progres.,· o/Romania and Slm·enia ". 

Unfortunately, thc King. misled by the inaccuratc information pro
vided by the journal ist, answered: "lt is good that Roman ia was taken into 
account at Washington, but thc fact that it was not mentioned in the Final 
Statement should bc alanning". "NATO and the Americans have conclud
ed again that things arc not going as it should in Romania". 

L.V. went on: "Can Romania's rcjcction bc the cause of a wrong 
perception of the State Dcpartment regarding Romania's geo-strategic 
role, or is it becausc of thc weak economic performances?'' 

E.C.: The passage /rom the NATO Statement and the declarations 
of the Mixed CommissionjiJr the U.S.-Romanian Strategic Partner
ship talk ahout an ongoing progress, the one of the economic re.f()rm 
included. 

L.V.: lt is rumoured in our country that, bchind fine statements ut
tered to this purpose, Romania was deliberately left by the Americans 
in a Russian space of influence, in order to protect Russia's ambitions. 

E.C.: That \·a/ie. Jn lu~,· 1997. president Clinton and president 
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Constantinescu la1111ched i11 Bucharest the l/S.-Ro111u11ia11 Strategic 
Parlnership (Israel, for inslance, stil/ hene/its/iwn such a partner
ship). It is precisely the ef/ective purlnership thut mode Russia respect 
the Romanian reJi,sa/ Io provide/light path to Russian aircra/is, ivhich 
appealed to the one <dfered hy NATO countries, such as Poland and 
Hungary. 

The King felt the joumalist's bias. 
K.M.: "I think you are exaggerating a bit". 
L. V.: lf the prcscnt power does not hide its avers ion towards King 

Ferdinand (probably because he unitcd the nat ion), why so much con
tempt for a gentle and peaceful person likc Queen Elisabeta - Carmen 
Silva? 

E.C.: Nonsense. I have o/ie11 i11\'0ked Ki11g Ferdinand und, o/ 
course, Queen Elisaheta with respect and udmiratio11. The contempl 
fhr Carmen Silva was a merefahricalion o/'thejournalist. 

L.V.: Is it a good thing the fact that the Island of thc Snakes was 
so easily given up to Ukraine in the context in which Romania is about 
to be ousted from the continental platform of the Black Sea? 

E.C. This is a tendentious question. Romania was not oustcd 
from the continental platform and the Island of thc Snakcs could not 
possibly bc given up to Ukraine. 

K.M: I am not so sure we havc given up our territorics for good. lt 
gocs without saying that without thc support of thc ncighbouring coun
tries there will beno major invcstment for oii cxploitation in thc Black 
Sca. Thc right dccision of any govcrnrncnl must he a ha lance hetwcen 
dcsire and reality. 

L. V.: Why is the ncw Roman ian powcr so stuck in thc decis ion of 
maintaining Paccpa 's dcath scntcncc'? 

E.C.: The capital punis/1111e111 1n1s aholished in Romuniu a/ier 
1990. 

L.V.: Don't you think, Sir, that you are still shadowcd by the 
Rornanian intelligcnce scrviccs'? I 'vc hcard that SRI set up an intcr
ccption centre very close to Your Majesty's house at Versoix. 

E.C.: This is a lerrihle /ie: SRI Joes noi operote ahroad and, more
ove,; who could imagine that the Siriss se/'\'ices 1m11/d11 't he updated 
or allow such thing to happen? 

L.V.: President Constantinescu took ovcr most of the former 
palaces and castles of the Crown, Cotroceni, Scrovi~tca, and has re
cently given an interview to journalist Dan Fornade from the Canadi-
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an ncwspapcr ""Luccaff1rul românesc" in the Foişor Castle from the 
Peleş complex, now used as wintcr residence by the president. Why 
this? Could this be thc eterna I cause of the Oriental despot? 

E.C.: No/for a sing/e do_1· have I /ived in any o(lhe palaces or cas-
1/es <!l !he Crown, or in uny o/ Ceausescu '.\· residences. The Roya/ 
Palacefiwn Scrovislea \\'US pul/ed down during !he Gheorghiu-Dej 
period. ln Scrovislea I used a hui/cling in S1a/inisl style which Cornel 
Nislorescu descrihed acc111·a1efr in his daily. I invited King Michael to 
1•isit Scrovistea. He knmn· 1·e1:1· wc// what happens there. 

L.V.: Wc rcmcmbcr that during 1995-1996 Emil Constantinescu, 
the candidate at that time, made a firm promise that if he became pres
ident of Romania, he would not move to the Cotroceni Palace, but he 
did not keep his promise. Why? 

E.C.: / did noi mm·e Io Colroceni. At Cotroceni therl' are on~1· 
<?!Jices and a m11se11111 open Io the puh/ic. 

L. V.: President Constantinescu and the Democratic Convention 
took hold of powcr following an ambitious electoral platfonn, 'the 
Contract with Roman ia', a programme which provided that Romani a 
should witncss scrious improvcments within 200 days. No promise 
was fulfillcd. 

E.C.: This is 110I lme. Afost o/lhe promise.,· thal actual~r pro1·ided 
draji hi/ls H'erefi,l/illed Morem·e,; man_,· o/them were passed and pul 
info practice. One should consider the aho/ilion o/the agric11/t11ral 
lax, the Lcnr againsl f)_l'l'lllllidal game.,· ele. 

K.M.: This contract was carried out slowly. Democracy says politi
cians havc to have thc electorate "s consent every four years, but they 
ought to govern without subscquently asking the electorate about it. 
Romania has forgcd a better image after the 1996 elcctions, though 
now its image is damagcd again. There are much more complex rea
sons than some promiscs made before the elections. 

L.V.: lmmediately after he was electcd president, Mr. Emil Con
stantinescu no longer agreed on thc implementation of point 8 of the 
Proclamation from Timişoara, though he had promised this in the elec
toral campaign. 

E.C.: / said some!hing cornpletel_r dif/erent: that we had torule 
the cmmt1:1· as „vei/ as we could during my mandate, so that afier.four 
years there should he no restrictionsfor us to win. During my man
date I did noi accepl anyone thatfailed to comply with the require-
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ments of point 8 oft he Proclumationfi-om Timisoara. 
L.V.: Presidenl Constantinescu is very angry with thc Romanian 

press, almost unanimously criticai of him and his rcgimc. He now 
decided to launch an attack against the Romaniai1 prcss of the 
Diaspora. The first victim was · Luceafarul romanesc· from Canada. 
The protocol funds were lavishly used; following thc invitation to 
Romania addressed to the director of this review, Mr. Dan Fornade and 
to his wife, Mrs. Aura Fornade, the latter changed his attitude, sup
porting president Constantinescu. ls it a good thing for thc press to bc 
controlled by Cotroceni? 

E.C.: That is a /ie. As verr \\'<!li known and shmrn. I clic/ noi con
trol any journalist. I 011/_r askecl that „ Vocea Roman iei" the govern
mental paper and "Puiatu/ Cotroceni„ mogccine he s11spe11ded. 

L.V.: The Iliescu regime ii·as quile co11lio11s 11·ith the press and 
journafo,rs, hut the Constuntinesrn regime clic/ 11ot refi·ain/inm putling 
to jail some of them; hesicles, he accused the fJffSS olspoiling Roma
n ia:~ image. What do you think olthat, Sire? 

E.C.: That is not true. The press was all frec, I did not accuse it of 
denigrating Romania. 

L.V.: Mrs. Zoe Petre, the main advisor of presidcnt Constantines
cu, said morality has nothing to do with politics. Do you think politics 
should be made like this? 

E.C. This is a misquotecl statement. 
L.V.: Last year, an advisor of the prcsident, Mr. Daniel Barbu, 

challenged the Romanian public opinion by saying bluntly: "Commu
nism was not imposed to Romania from outsidc; on thc contrary, it 
was an undisputablc opti011 of thc Romanian nation". What do you 
think of that? 

E.C.: Disforted statement. 
L.V.: In 1995-1996, asu COR candidate for prcsidcncy. profcssor 

Emil Constantinescu promiscd all his supportcr that if he is clccted, he 
will do his best during his mandate to bring His Majcsty to thc thronc 
again. What can you teii me about thcsc prorniscs'? 

E.C.: I did noi make this statement, us I did 11ot hc11·e any right to 
modţfy the Constitution. The president does noi have legislative inilia
tivefor any kind (!{ luw or ordinance. I .mici I 1rn11/cl ogree 011 a ref"er
endum, ţf it were required. No one askc:d/cJr ii. 

L.V.: The prescnt prcsidcnt Constantinescu promised in the 1996 
electoral campaign that he would shed light upon thc cvcnts that took 
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place during thc '89 Revolution. Nothing has been donc. Who is to 
blame that the truth is stil! shroudcd in mystery? 

E.C.: Al/ Jill's Wl!re opened. lnvestigations were set up, case.,· 
judged and severe sentences pronounced, including general.,· Victor 
Stănculescu and Mihai Chi{ac. 

K.M.: I do not know cither why this problem did not cnjoy more 
attention. 

LV: Why cannot prcsident Constantinescu and thc actual power 
get rid of the formcr Sernritate? 

E.C.: SRI and SIE have heen massively reshuffled. One can see 
that a/ier 2000, when many general.,· and colonel.,· ol the former 
Securitate dismissecl al m_,· requesl \\'ere inslalled again in important 
<d]ices. 

K.M.: "No democratic country can function without security and 
intelligence serviccs. Thc problem is not that the intelligence services 
should continue to exist, but what kind of persons should operate in 
thcse scrviccs." 

LV: The well-known politica! analyst Şerban Orăscu has 
launchcd sincc 1997 thc thesis according to which president 
Constantinescu signed a pact with the devii in 1995, that is with the ex
Securitate. 

E.C.: False mul ah.rnrd statement. ll I had signecl such a pact, I 
1muld noi havl' dismi.,·s<!d Mâgureanu whereas he am/ the companil's 
he protected would noi havl' heen .rnhjecl to proseculion proceedings. 

K.M.: I would't go too far and say it was a pact, but it secms that 
the situation is still unclcar. 

LV: A serics of prominent intellectuals frorn thc city ofTimisoara 
led by Mr. Mircea Mihăieş havc recently protestcd against the faci that 
SRI acted as politica) policc, supcrvising the scholars from thc town on 
the bank of Bega rivcr who were criticai of the Constantinescu rcgime. 
Is it a natural thing that, almost ten ycars from thc Revolution, this sit
uation happens again'? 

E.C.: Nonsense. No scholar was.fhllowed during my mandate. 
L. V: Why does Romani a, a traumatized and poor country, main

tain such a complicatcd apparatus of secret scrvices, ten times as big as 
the German one? 

E.C. Untrue statement. 
LV About G-ral Pecepa's situation we talked a year ago; nothing 

changed since. Gen. Pacepa remains a death convict, as do the other 
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convicts defecting Securitate officcrs. They remain convicts "hccausc 
thcy had betrayed Ceausescu." ls that normal'? 

K.M. Responsible for the situation we are in is also thc prcsident 
who could have said: " I pardon thcm and that is that". And whcn ncc
cssary that was what we uscd to do back in our days. Probably there 
are too many advisors around Constantinescu. telling him to do things 
the way he docs. I don 't know exactly what pcople at Cotroceni think. 

E.C. According to !he law, pardon can he grcmled on(r hr requesl. 
l hroughl Io Gen. Pacepa \' knml'!edge lhefacl !hal/ '111 willing Io par
don him. He wished to hm·e his case reopened in order Io he ac411illed 
and !hal was 11·ha1 happened in !he encl. 

L. V. lt is possible that Pacepa ·s dcath conviction to bc a consc
qucnce of thc pact with thc Devii that Şerban Orăscu was talking 
about. 

K.M. Yes, that would bc a possibility, if such a pact was cver 
signcd, only thc word îs rather strong. 

E.C. A \'l'IT inconsiderale 1hi11g, j11s1 as 111111·ise as !he slOIY 1vi1h 
!he pac/. The pac/ wilh !he de1·il 11·as signcd hy !he 011es who are in
quiring al !he momenl. 

Something needs to mentioned hcre. Vălcnas·s hook, this sample 
of Sccuritatc's manipulation, opcns with a dcdication to a I ist of nu
mcrous names of the peoplc who dicd in thc mountains fighting a
gainst thc Securitate, to the onc·s extcrminatcd in communist jails, to 
thc martyrdom of thc Uniatcd Church. to thc humiliatcd Romano
Catholic Church, to the Orthodox priests and monks slaughtered in 
communist jails. to thc Chicf Rabbi Alexandru Safran. to all thc oncs 
crushcd by thc rcd plaguc, to thc unknown hcrocs who dicd in Roma
nia and for its pcoplc. Thc acknowlcdgcmcnts arc also imprcssivc. Al
mos_t all important and rcspcctablc namcs of thc Romanians living in 
thc country as wcll as abroad arc listcd hcrc. 

I rcmcmbcr that when I was assistant. a student in Cicophysics, 
now tcaching in laşi, had writtcn capital lcttcrs on his dorm-room 
wall: "Judas had amazing fricnds." 

I am onc of King Michael's supporters. Not only did I want him 
hcrc but I also did cverything that was up to mc to hring him among 
us as spon as possible. Wc wanted him and want him stil! duc to his 
intclligencc and to his aristocracy. meanwhilc wc also re_ject the grcy 
circlc that has surrounded him. lf up to 1989 and during the first fcw 
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post-communist ycars thc truth was hidden behind a black veil, now 
wc know for a fact that many of the ones who have surrounded or are 
gathering around thc king arc either former collaborators of the Secu
ritale or people who arc rcsponsiblc for communism in Romania. His 
Majcsty is the only onc who, from the pedestal that history and God 
had pul him on, may ask thcm to step back. 

Stories about the King 

Whcn my parents first took me to primary school, in my first class
room, just above thc blackboard, on thc wall behind the teacher's desk, 
there was a crucifix and thc King ·s portrait, so that every time I looked 
up from my blue horizontally lined notebooks, I would see his face. 
My gencration gap was not onc of a happy childhood, neither a quiet 
one for that matter. I was born the moment the war started, I lived 
through bombardments and refuge. In the quiet town of Pitepti I was 
experiencing at that point thc shocking presence of thc Red Army sol
diers, who took ovcr the military garrison and amused themselves until 
late at night shooting firc-guns. My way back from school, along the 
main road was oftcn interrupted by communist marches or meetings. I 
could hcar thc shouts and could sec the faces ful I of hatred of some 
people, without understanding what was happening. The teacher was 
closc to thc rctiring agc. and thc pricst who taught religion was an old 
man with a great whitc bcard, as if he came from another world. When 
I askcd him who was in the portrait, he answered: ""He is God's cho
sen, King Michael." "And why is he so young'?'·, wc asked. "So he 
could lead you, children, aftcr our passing away." The old priest did 
noi know or did not want to teii us what he had undcrstood from the 
tragic historical development which was issuing at that moment. When 
I was in the third grade, thc portrait of that blue-eycd adolescent that I 
could fee! very close to the horizon of my childhood, had gone away. 
Only legends were left to us. When, during the summer, we would go 
in the village wherc I grew up, Brădet, on Sundays, at the church built 
by Mircea thc Old, I could sec coming to the same church from hous
es scattcrcd on the hills, tall old men wearing traditional clothes and 
long hair waving on thcir shoulders. That was bccause Brădet was in 
an arca of robust tal I people. From one generation to the next, this was 
the recruiting place for soldiers in the royal guard. Our young sharp ear 
could catch the drift of some of their remembrances since they were 
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guarding the Royal Palace. They werc talking - a rare thing at that time 
- about happenings with kings and quecns which had become deep
seated in their minds. Years later, at Cotroceni Palace, when wc were 
to receive the visits of somc kings and queens, when thc soldiers of the 
Roya! Guard were lined up along thc columns, so still that they would 
make you believe they wcre statues, I was thinking that yet, thcy can 
sec and hear and that maybe they would rccount to other childrcn about 
the kings and queens of some faraway countries who werc visiting 
Romania at that moment. 

When I became teaching assistant at the Mineralogy Department, 
the laboratory chief assistant was an elder Transylvanian, brought over 
by the founding father of the departmcnt, profcssor Ludovic Mrazec. 
He lived in the basement of thc old building of the Univcrsity and he 
had spent his entire life in thc laboratory, mending and guarding thc 
collections. His favourite story was about the cxamination in mineral
ogy at the Faculty of Scicnces that King Michael had to take with pro
fessor Ionescu-Bujor. He would recount to us how the King would 
come escorted by an army officer, who stayed outsidc thc university 
building and how the King cntercd the laboratory whcrc the laborato
ry assistant would lay thc minerals he had to leam to rccognize. 

I will never know the truth from fiction and I havcn 't found the 
appropriate time to ask the K ing about such old storics. 

Doina Uricariu has reccntly told me that in Novcmbcr 1990, beforc 
going to Versoix for working on an interview book of King Michael's, 
she went to Sinaia Monastery where she met an old monk named 
Arcadie who told hcr tlrnt King Michael, once when he was a child, 
hadjoined thc monks in thcir frugal mcal. And, as he heard a littlc story 
at the Palace, he bcgan rccounting it to thc monks: "Oncc upon a time 
a short man rcccivcd as a gift a long club with thc handle set in prc
cious stoncs. The club \vas shining and noblc, but, sincc he was a short 
man, he cut the club, not from i ts bottom, but from thc uppcr part of its 
handle, which was the part longcr than him". Doina Uricariu told mc 
that for her book called the Soul Asylum. Shc wrotc a poem about old 
Arcadic. She quoted the following lines: "He cut away what over
topped him, he cut away thc brilliance that ovcrtoppcd him, and now 
he can changc club aftcr club". 

Whether a legend or not. unfortunately, Romania was severa! 
times mied by little people who cut the brilliance that ovcrtops thcm. 
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FAITH AND LI FE 

Beyond the White C/ouds 
6 August 1992, Suce\·ita 

I came from Bucharest by train, in the company of Ana Blandiana 
and Romulus Rusan, to attend the celebration of the Transfigurat ion. 

After the mass, Pimen, the Archbishop of Suceava and Radauti, 
invitcs us on the porch of the episcopal house, where he serves us jam 
and cold water. 

The archbishop draws our attention to the procession of people 
climbing in the beat of the aftemoon thc steep slopc of the hill guard
ing thc monastery, which is an agc-old custom. I remembered the 
winding road to the peak of Mount Tabor, and Naim, the littlc village 
al thc foot of thc mountain. Perhaps pilgrims from times long forgot
ten were thc first to climb thc hill, struck by the rcsemblancc to the 
place of Jcsus Christ's Transfiguration. I teii His Excellency that I had 
talked on the way with Romulus Rusan about the meaning of the brief 
moment when victory was revealed before the beginning of the Pas
sion. He starcs at us for a few moments with his piercing eyes bright
cning his wrinkled Bucovinian pcasant face: "May God protcct you!". 

A ftcr a few years, a colleague of mine, also a geologi st, told me 
that, as he made a halt the house of an old woman from a Bucovinian 
village, he found in the,li-onl room the old poster from the '92 elec
toral campaign with the slogan Lei us rebuild hope togethe,: "Why do 
you keep this poster on the wall?", he asked her. "Bccause this man 
stares at the sky with faith and, beyond the white cloud, thcre is the 
light of God." 

The Cross Borne on the Shoulders 
31 March 2002, Skopje 

In a street of the Old City, a square is drawn with white stone on 
the Grey pavement. Nearby, on a grassy lawn, a small monument with 
an inscription. It marks the place of the house where Mother Theresa 
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was horn. A Catholic Albanian woman in a countrv whcn: thc Slavic 
majority are Orthodox and the Albanian minority ~ Muslim. Twice in 
minority. Brought up in povcrty and pain, shc dccided to devote her 
life to those even poorer and more miserablc than hersclf. To the sick 
people of far away India. Whenevcr I look at hcr face în the photo she 
sent me with a dedication and I remember how we met, this woman 's 
eyes, enlightening a wrinkled face, start haunting me again. 

Septemhff 199 7, Cu/cu/lu 
The official plane taking mc back from China stops ovcr at 

Calcutta. The airport is full of thc otlicial aircraft having brought high 
otlicials and personalities from all over thc world, from Quccn Sophia 
of Spain to Hillary Clinton, who ha\'e come to thc funcral of a \\'Oman 
tumed into a syrnbol of devotion în an cvcr more sclfish \vorld. While 
I 'm going to the huge airport guestroom, the hcad of thc protocol 
department asks me what I havc dccidcd: should wc stop ovcr for the 
funeral or should we continue our tlight homcwards. Daybrcak will be 
in no time now, and Calcutta will turn into thc mccting point of thc two 
worlds. The crowd -- terrible in its silence - of thc poor of India versus 
the high official group of state personalitics and forcign gucsts. 
Separated by many invisiblc walls, thcy will he closc to cach othcr, yct 
they will ncver come together. 

I order that, after the plane has bccn fuclcd, wc takc off. In thc 
calm night, the city betwecn thc jungle and thc ocean is bl'.ing lcft far
ther and farther behind us, while thc stars dravv ncarcr and ncarcr. God, 
let her soul rest în peace. 

I have recently seen more and more pcoplc wcaring crosscs for 
jewelry to adom their necks. Crosscs cvcr higgcr, cvcr hrightcr. And 
most of them seem to have forgottcn onc thing: thc rcally sacrcd cross 
is borne on one 's shoulders. 

April 200], Drngomimu AJ011aste1y 
It is Holy Week and we have chosen Bucovina again. The fields 

are green and the houses arc bright aftcr Eastcr clcaning. Thc car 
climbs up north, to the place where, from among thc soft hills covcred 
by tirs and oak trees, like a stone light Dragomirna rises. High and nar
row "like a case of holy relics", as Nicolae Iorga uscd to say, it resem
bles none ofthe other 17 century monasteries of Moldavia. High, thick, 
citadel-Iike walls. The founder was no prince, but a metropolitan bish-
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op, a man of letters and an artist. Thc innocent faced young nun meet
ing us regards these walls not only as a barrier against inimica) inva
sions of the dark Middle Agcs, but a Iso as a frontier between the secu
lar world and the monastic world, with their differcnt mcasures for 
time and lifc. 

lt is a workday and before the Easter vigil the church is empty but 
for a few women praying. Their faces with deep wrinkles and quiet look 
remind me of the picture of the Balkan nun, now resting in far away 
India. 

Decemher 2000, Rome 
Talks on human naturc. Scientific chemists, analyzing human 

body, havc accuratcly established that it contains fat enough for 7 bars 
of soap, iron enough for a medium-sized nail, phosphorus for 2,000 
matchcs and sul fur for. .. A list of itcms to be purchased at the shop 
round the corner. An apparcntly frivolous vision, which the 20 cenlury 
· so often monstrous and tragic - did not refrain from carrying to the 

limits of thc imagination: using man as a raw material for soap. 
This is why, at the dawn of a new ccntury, I shuddcr at the idea of 

a contcmporary thcologist ·· Pronzato - whu imagines what would hap
pen if wc could determine the Quantity and thc Quality of praycr in thc 
human lifc. 

Two visions: man \Vcighcd on somc laboratory scales and thc, aluc 
of lifc mcasured in the scales of faith. 

The Sons of Tears 
15 August /998, Nicula 

At night, I walked all thc way from the outskirts of Gherla Io thc 
monastery, climbing the hill ncxt to thousands of mcn and womcn, old 
people and young people, laymen, monks and priesls from all ovcr Ro
mania, together with Romanians coming from other countrics, whcrc 
fate had taken them. Trying to get somc rest for thc ncxt day in thc 
room Metropolitan Bishop Bartolomeu Arnmia allowed mc to have for 
a few hours, I am thinking of what urged thosc who are praying to
gethcr, in the grass-covered amphithcatrc~ among hills and forests, to 
undcrtake such a long and tiresome journey. Through the open win
dow, I can hear the pure voices of women singing something which 
resembles a melancholy Romanian folk song rather than a religious 
hymn. "Help us, Mother of God, when we fall on the way, we are the 
sons of Your tears". 
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ln Lourdes, at Cestohova. throughout the world, I have seen pro
cessions to the icons of Virgin Mary, I have secn countlcss invalids 
who had come for the healing of bodily diseascs. The icon of Saint 
Mary at Nicula, out of whose eyes tears had presumably fallen, has 
not been attributed such miracles of healing the body. ln a painful mo
ment of our history, Virgin Mary weeped for the soul of the Romani
ans, deprived of freedom and justice. Maybe at least once a year, our 
souls, tormented by the curse of separation, can come together in the 
name of faith. 

At home, I have put up on the wall a few old icons from thc XVII
lth and XIXth centuries. Among them, a few icons from Nicu la. There 
has existed for hundreds of ycars a school of na·ivc painters painting i
cons on glass. These icons are different from thosc in Wallachia and 
Moldavia. The old icons of thc Orthodoxy dcvclopcd around the Byzan
tium are painted in fresco on the walls of churchcs and monasteries, 
painted on wood or decorated in gold and silver. Painting on glass as 
well as glass itself rcached Transylvania from Central Europe, but there 
is something profoundly Roman ian about it. Evcn if it is obvious that 
the motifs or the models which were the source of inspiration are West
European lithographies, however they carry an unmistakably local mark. 
The saints wear peasant clothes, their faces are those of Romanim, pcas
ants, and the painters, who are peasants themselvcs, prcscrvc thc old 
oriental traditions. Even though clearly not trained in the tcchnique of 
the perspective and lacking any knowledge of anatomy, thcir paintings 
convey the emotion of a nai"vetc and a sinccrity of bcing transposcd into 
a world which, from father to son, they have kcpt in thcir souls: thc mys
tery of unbom beauty into bom beauty. 

As in the case of the Nicula monastery, most Romanim, Orthodox 
monasteries and churches in Transylvania wcrc noi crcctcd hy voivods, 
princes, kings or great landowncrs. Thcy wcre foundcd by communi
ties of peasants, who transferred onto them their faith and thcir dream 
of frcedom and justice. 

These icons, bom out of faith and suffering, arc an imagc of the 
burden wc are able to can-y. 

I am thirsty 
24 March 2002, Bratislava 

lt is Easter Sunday for Catholics and Protestants. When wc enter 
the Cathedral of Saint Martin, a few minutes before 7 p.m., the central 
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nave is full. Statues and white tlowers are brightening the nave. The 
parish priest is taking us to the seats which were reserved for us in the 
front row. There is an elegant booklet, folded in four, on the desk in 
front of each of us. While the Symphonic Orchestra in Bratislava, s
tanding in front of the altar, are tuning their instruments discreetly, I 
am reading thc first page of the leatlet with the names of the presi
dents Lech Walesa, Michal Kovac, Arpad Goncz, Emil Constantines
cu, Zheliu Zhelev, who will give brief retlections whose texts will be 
translated into Slovak. President Havel is represented by the Archbish
op of Prague, who will be joined by Count Schwartzenberg. The choir, 
thc soloists and the conductor take their seats and the first notes of the 
oratoria are heard. I am used to consider Haydn a precursor of Mozart 
and Beethoven, outshone by Bach and Brahms. 

Ncver before has he seemed so profound and his music so heart
brcaking to mc. After the fourth part of the oratori o ends in a whisper 
like a sigh, one of the pastors of the church, an old man with white 
hair and elegant conduct, takes me to a wooden platform where the 
text of the reflection I havc prepared is placed in a leather portfolio. 
The words I am rcading join together, in the concert of Central Eu
rope, not only the expression of the Roman ian experience, but also the 
musicality of a Latin language next to Slavic, Gennan and Hungarian 
sounds. My rctlcction is entitled / am thirsty. 

"'During thc communist dictatorship, a young Romanian philoso
pher, of Jcwish descent, called Nicolae Steinhardt, received the 
proposition to bc a witness for the prosecution in the trial against 
some writers of his generat ion. As he refused, he himself was arrest
cd, tortured and sentenced to twenty years in prison. In the extermi
nation camp, he got to know the New Testament, was christened by 
t wo pricsts - an Orthdox and a Catholic -, who were a Iso his cel) 
matcs, and upon his rclease from prison he became a monk in a 
monastery in the Carpathians. In his book, The Diary of Happiness, 
where he tells the story of his life in prison, Nicolae Steinhardt re
calls that people in most of the cells were debating upon the last 
words uttered by Christ on the cross. 

What most troubled the prisoners subjected to physical and moral 
suffering was the human nature which seemed to have overwhelmed 
our Saviour for a while, despite the fact that He was fully aware of his 
Rcsurrection. For how could He otherwise have said with so much 
grief I am thirsty or My Lord, why have youforsaken me? 
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Steinhardt makes a troubling analogy between thc dcath of thc 
Saviour Jesus Christ and that of the philosophcr Socratcs: "Socrates 
dies calmly, surrounded by faithful and attcntivc disciples, who seem 
to absorb every word uttcrcd by him: whilc He, imperturbablc and 
serene, sips the painless poison which thc guardian offers in revcrcnce. 

Abandoned and betraycd by his peoplc, Christ agonizes on the 
cross, tortured by thirst and jeered al. Socrates dics like a scigneur, 
Christ dies like a knave, between two handits. on a vacant lot. Socratcs 
thanks the gods he is going to escape the vicissitudcs of the material 
world, Christ cries out: Why ha1·e you/hrsake11 nu/) or the two dcaths, 
it is the divine one that seems inferior and trouhled. The truth is, it is 
all the more human. Socratcs - in good faith and successful to a large 
extent - rises from the state of human to that of ,1 deity. Christ desccnds 
to the lowest abyss of the human condition. 

Eli. Eli, the cry on thc cross, provcs that God did not try to corn
fort us with an elevating appearance of thc sacritice. but treated hu
mans as frec individuals, capahlc of enduring and underslanding thc 
unpleasant truths." 

"If the crucifix ion had been a farce and a masquerade, I would n
ever ever have convertcd to Christianity", confcsses the man who 
would took his conversion the wholc way. by choosing, aftcr bcing re
leased back to freedorn, to bccomc a monk to thc cnd of his lifc. 

For thosc in Romania who, at the timc, wcrc young academics, of 
all the words spoken on the cross the most troubling must havc been 
/ 'm thirsty. We werc thirsty for frccdom, for truth, for justicc, for real 
Iove among people. On thc night of 21 Decemhcr 1989, the young peo
ple in Bucharest's Univcrsity Squarc knccled in front of the troops of 
Romaniai, dictator Ccauscscu, crying out "Wc shall dic and wc shall 
bc frce!" 

The Securitate troops opcncd fire and a whippct drovc into thc 
crowd, crushing under its tracks the bodics of thc demonstra tors. Over 
a thousand pcople killed that Decemher bccamc fn:c in front of God. 
For those who remained alive, frecdom proved to he lcss than easy; 
the fall of the Iron Curtain ended the illusions of the East and the 
hypocrisy of the West. Many thought their thirst would be quenchcd 
by the sweet liquor of frccdom. They had, instcad, to taste thc vinegar 
water of transition. 

In the Oriental tradition, vinegar in water bcttcr qucnchcs thc thirst 
of the traveler. Those who cross the desert of Eastcrn European post-
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communism cannot say /t is over yct, but they have leamed that the 
price of rcdemption must he paid by each according to their best pos
sibilities. Coming hack into my own, I am once again subdued by the 
polyphony of Joseph Haydn 's oratorio: the redemption of man through 
faith and the transfiguration, through mus ic, of suffering into joy. 
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CHILD BITING FROM AN APPLE 

Soot Black 

August /()9], Cop"a Mică 
Our small election convey has reachcd the town of Copşa Mică. A 

fairly large group of people - children included -- has been expecting 
us downtown. They know me to bc a profcssor and a geologist engi
neer -and they are asking me whcther - should I bc electcd ftw presi
dent of the country - the soot black fac tory is closing. 

Two years before I had seen a photo published by .Ve1nu·eek, illus
trating a detailed reportage on pollution in Central and Eastern Europe. 
On the cover they had pul the image of a child from Coppa Mică, his 
face black with smoke, biting into an applc of a cleanliness just as 
debatable as that of the hungry chitd·s face. Thcir concern takes into 
consideration no ecological reasons, but strictly social-economica) 
ones. What worries them îs their and their children ·s food - be it clean 
or contaminated - which can only be securcd as long as the factory 
functions and they, the parcnts of thosc poor children, keep thcir 
employment. I know the answcr, but I also know how difficult it is for 
me to account for it in front of some people lcss concemed - for the 
time being - about the relation ccology-production-hcalth. 

Between the Heat ofDay and the Cold ofNight 
August 200/. Dakar 

I have been invited to chair thc Intcrnational Committee of 
Supervising the Parliamentary Elections in Senegal. lnvited by some 
Somali geologists having gradualed from the University of Bucharest, 
I take a privileged trip to thc Sub-Saharan Desert. White driving deep
er into the Desert, my friends teii me about the desperate fight against 
the advancing desert. They teii me a story having happened at thc bor
der of Sahel, where a group of tircd and thirsty nomads were waiting 
once for the night to come. 

After a long, full day spent in the heat of the Sahara Desert they 
were now ready to spend their short cold night by a tiny bunch of trees, 
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recovering for a new long exhausting joumey across the endless 
African desert. Thc qucstion - never uttered, but present în all their 
suspicious cyes - regardcd a vital choice in stock for them. Should they 
cut down one of the few trees , thus getting a bit of wannth for their 
exhausted bodies - or would they rather give themselves up to the cold, 
sparing the lives of those trees as fighters against the expansion of the 
merciless desert? 

Ecology - as a fashionable expression of today's science, civic and 
politica) conscience -- brings together în a linguistic unity two words 
with the deepest meanings: oikos and logos, thus liable to being limit
ed to a unique significance, i.e. that of the particular knowledge of a 
fine management of all the goods employed. Hence the question we 
should ask ourselves: is our household confined to just the oasis we 
live within? 1s itjust Copşa Mică, Romania. Europe - or is it rather the 
wholc world'? 

God gavc us thc Earth as a wholc. not picce by piece, and by no 
mcans dirty. 

But of all living creatures man seems to best rescmble viruses, 
sincc it is only hurnans and viruscs who dcstroy the media they inhab
it, thercafter moving to some other medium w-hich they will use until 
destruction. 

In his volume of cssays entitlcd Umo This las/, published in 1862, 
John Ruskin launched a warning, in thc latter half of the 19 century, a 
waming still valid today: "What seems to bc richness might only be the 
gilded sign of ruin's last stage". 

The Microproces.rnr Fountain Pen 
June 1998, the Capitol 

The Presidcnt of thc US Congrcss. Ncwt Gingrich, affably wel
comes me into his office. As I expected, thc discussion sc>0n becomes 
captivating. I met him some timc ago, in 1997 and 1998, in Davos. In 
1997 he wanted to mcet me out of curiosity, he had heard I had won 
the elections with an electoral program entitled The Contract ivith Ro
mania. I explained to him that, indced, the title had been inspired by 
the model of the Contract with America, which he had launched for 
the Republican campaign in 1996, but that, except for the title, there 
was nothing else in common, since the politica) and social context of 
Romania and the U.S. is completely different. I used that title, I ex
plained further, because I wanted to introduce to Romania t~e Ameri-
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can attitude concerning the rigour of obligations stipulated by con
tract. That is, specific compctences and deadlines that do not normally 
appear in politica) programs or doctrines. 

The next year, at Davos, the discussion was complctely diffcrent. 
Concemed by the politica) and military evolutions, he was visibly in
terested in my opinion (a rare thing for an American in a high-ranking 
position such as his) about the situation in the Balkans, about Eastern 
Europe, about the Middle East. I told him that, as far as Yugoslavia 
was concerned, my opinion was that a more cfficient measure than 
certain military expenses would havc been a US program which would 
place a PC at the disposal of any Kossovo adolescent, either Serbian 
or Albanian. Because. with the help of the computer. thcy would have 
found out something else than what they wcrc told in a systcm wherc 
everyone was kept prisoncr within an abusivcly intcrprctcd history. 
targeted at the enemy. With a computer for cach. thcy would not havc 
been so easily manipulated by people of thc older gcnerations, for pur
poses or interests that werc not their own. 

Now wc are discussing more about Romania, about its position at 
the crossroads of severa! great commercial routcs, somcthing I had 
pointed in my speech to Congrcss. in the scssion he presidcd. on thc 
elaborate strategic partncrship with thc US. 

At the end of thc visit. in a spontancous gcsturc, he offcrs mc his 
microproccssor fountain pen that was on his desk. lt takcs a day. 
though, to download thc information it contains. I can imagine ho\\ 
much information thcrc i:-; insidc and how important it is. I placcd thc 
pcn on my desk, next to thc hook-shaped mail casc that I recei, cd from 
Bill Clinton. American bi-partncrship in 4. Pictor M irca Strcct. 

I look at the small, rounded. hi unt fountain pcn and I think of thc 
great changcs of thc past thirty ycars, around thc world. that f<.JI lowcd 
thc 1971 invention of the microproccssor. Passing from calculus op<!l'
atiom· to mathematical phrases allowed for the quick mathematical 
calculus of the next stcp: a small chip actually rcplaccs i11stit11tio11s 
and masses olpeople. 

The starting point was whcn intelligcnce was introduccd in this 
chip; then intelligent machines, cupuhle o(i111e1prC'ling data, becamc 
involved în all fields of activity. At first with hugc manufacturing costs 
and prohibitive prices, but now sold for prices that are a few thousand 
times lower than the initial oncs. By spreading tcchnology and calcu
lus techniques, the United Statcs managed to conquer the world in a 
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ncw historic manncr. via sol't\\'arc programs. 
The politica! impact is cnormous. Thc battle for power is fought 

in a new, insidious manncr. Whoevcr holds technological supremacy 
is ablc to find out whatcvcr the othcr·s household contains, to the s
mallest detail. Thc dangcr of scparating peoplc into those who have 
i11/cJrmatio11 and those H'ho don 't îs real. Whoever knows rnost con
trols the othcr, and has the satisfaction of being the keeper of informa
t ion he thinks he necds. This placcs him in a virtual world and, in a 
way, makcs him happy, bccausc it givcs him sornething he hirnself 
cannot accomplish. lt givcs him thc possibi lity of talking to people he 
can ·t mcet, to fight battles he could not fight in real lifc. 

But how much will the wizard who crcatcd the tool be able to con
trol his magic'! And, în thc abscncc of thc wizard, how about the dis
cipic who thinks he knows. but he doesn ·1 know whcn and how to 
stop'! 
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FREEING WORDS 

Arms and Ammunition 
1998, Scrm·istea 

During a stroll along thc lakc shorc thc young rcscarchcr Marius 
Oprea, who is working on a book about thc history of the Securitate, 
tells mc that, during the dictatorship. he was obliged to go with his 
typewritcr cvery ycar to the Militia and. walched closely hy thc mili
tia man (policeman), he was supposcd to type a text. which would re
main in the rccords kcpt by the Mi litia. The sentcncc. that had tobe 
reproduccd by all owncrs of typewriters considcrcd potential thrcats 
for thc national security, was taken - what absurd humor - from thc 
Program olthe Ronwnian Communist Par(l". I know this -- I teii him -
from many of my friends. What you prohably do noi know - answers 
Marius Oprea with a smilc is that this action took place in the 
U<:upo11s c111cl A1111111111itio11 Office. 

In its morbid fcar of any kind of opposition. thc communism ar
rcsted noi only thought. but it arrestcd also thc words. Thc fall of com
munism meant noi only frcedom of thought hut a Iso freedom of words. 

The cxceptional poci Andrei Codrescu, who in '89 catapultcd him
sclf directly from Louisiana to thc Univcrsity Square to takc out a 
huckct of frcsh watcr from the rivcr of history. noticcs în his moving 
diary The Hole i11 the Flag how: "'The Romanians werc to find out în 
thc following days that all the things they had fcared of or despised 
for so many ycars were gctting new names. Militia. schools, factorics, 
government sectors. all were about to change their names. AII this fes
tival of changc was a symbolic act linked to thc magic of the New 
Ycar, out of thc desire of thc new leaders to give pcople the illusion 
that not only the Ceausescu regime had bcen destroyed, but so was 
the Communist Party with its entire bureaucracy. In a country led 
by myth, fobic, fiction and lie, the disappearance of the rotten lan
guagc was to bc received with cnthusiasm. Thc stealthy looks, the 
whispering and thc harsh words used by evcrybody to dissimulate were 
to be forgottcn." 
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Only two years later, in 1992, Andrei Codrescu writes again to de
fine the reality of thc transfonnations that took place: "Freedom of 
speech, so stunning and ravishing at the bcginning of the '90s turned 
into a dim battle field, where the fascism, the kitsch and the lie win, it 
seems, over intelligence, sincerity and common sensc." 

The liberation of words proved to be a long and hard fight, thc 
fight with the wooden language, and cspecially with what had gener
ated it - the communist mentality. 

The Abyss of Dumbness 
l 0-1] June 1994, Sighet 

On the improvised stage of thc symposium Men101:r as/imn ofjus
tice there come; in the order of thc papcrs announccd in the program, 
distinguished intellectuals who spent a hard time of their lives as po
li tical anticommunist prisoners. What impresses me is the strangc sym
biosis between the horror of the suffcrings they had been through and 
the elegancc of languagc they usc to dcscribc thcm. Noble words that 
wcrc a passport of the value of the condemned elite and the garment 
of dignity in front of primitive brutality. To help mc pass through thc 
eleven ho urs of travelling by train from Bucharest to Sighet, I had tak
en with mea booklet by Andrei Plcsu, The Language o/'the Bird,·. Thc 
book, a learned study on language and communication, two thcmes 
that are of interest for me now, starts with a story about Frederick thc 
Great of Prussia, who, lured by the thought of an experimental rccov
ery of the "genuine language'', dccided to grow two babies in princely 
conditions, secluding them, neverthelcss, from any verbal stimuli, 
from any contact with thc sphcre of human speech. Thc two kids wcrc 
perfectly taken care of but nobody spoke with them and nohody spoke 
in the surrounding space. The king hopcd that, urgcd by an inbom necd 
to communicate and lacking any exterior linguistic model, the two sub
jects would come to spontaneously talk in thc genuine languagc of lrn
manity, the one before the Babei Towcr. After a couple of years, few 
in number, in spite of a continuously checked body heath and of a naw
less physiological management, both children died, absorbed in an 
abyss of muteness. Consequently, Frederick the Great did not find out 
anything about the genuine language, but he found out - at a price on
ly kings can afford - something more important: that language is not 
an annex of human condition, an auxiliary part in its biologica] and 
social economy; languagc is for man a reality of the same rank as food 
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and air: it fceds, therefore it is vital. To speak -- claims the author -- is 
not to make merely a "communication" exercise, as a significant sec
tion of modern linguistics is contented to think. To speak is to vita
minize ( or to poison) the interlocutor. The word is not a derived phe
nomenon of life and intelligence: it is, on the contrary, the source for 
hoth, their fit rhythm, or shortly, "their breath". 

Ali survivors of communist cxtermination prisons with whom I 
have talked intime, from my uncie and godfather to those I have met 
recently, havc told me how in the inferno of the isolation cells, in their 
mcmory, thcy would rebui Id, out of words, their intellectual adven
tures, or would put into words, with difficulty, the messages transmit
Led through knocks in thc stone walls scparating them from the col
leagues in suffering. It is a serious mistake to reduce communist dic
latorship to the wooden language of the Nomenklatura. In fact, the op
prcssed society kept surviving through strata of various languagcs. 

Babei - B/ois 
/99/, Salzhwx 

The quiet city of the musical festivals hosts a meeting of the rep
rescntatives of the civic movements in Central and South Eastem Eu
rope. During the coffee break, two dissidents, a Czech and a Polish 
\\ oman, teii me thc emotion they felt when they met for the first time 
in Blois, at thc bcginning of November 1989, whcn the Berlin Wali 
,vas still erect. At thc initiativc of Jaques Lang, the future minister of 
culture, who was then a mayor, a symposium was held consecrated to 
the European culture. Lang's guests came from all over Europe, they 
werc all colors - a kind of Babei, wherc one could risk discovering 
how thc same words peace, liberty, democracy radically changed sense 
with respect to the speaker and the interlocutor. At Blois, almost mirac
ulously, before the reunification of Gennany, there took place a reuni
lication of language among the people, many of them divided for many 
decades, by thc Iron Curtain. From Moscow, Warsaw, Leipzig, they 
\\'Ould hug each other. The reunification of Berlin, Germany, Europe 
,vould not have been possible without a reunification of language. Thc 
languagc that was to become a key to the reconciliation of the two 
lields of the fonner Cold War around common values. 

That was not a discovery of the end of the 20 century; Confucius, 
when asked what he would do if he were ever to become emperor, said 
that ''first he would do a dictionary, which should give back to words 
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their meaning." This answcr rerninds us of a thing wc often forgct: we 
cannot hear each other if wc do not undcrstand and we do not under
stand each other if wc d0 not have a common language. 

The Salt of the Earth 
March 1990, Spiru Haret 12 

I am taking part, as the new vice-rector of thc University, in a 
meeting presided by the equally ncw Minister of Education, Mihai So
ra. After the meeting he talks to mc for awhile. I had that rare occa
sion when meeting the man was a confirmation of thc pleasure of 
meeting the author of a book - enjoyment. I rcmemher that, in 1978, I 
could read a channing profound hook hy Mihai Sora. The Salt olthe 
Earth. In the complicatcd dialoguc hctwccn thc macstro and his y
oung friend, I was attractcd hy thc passagc regarding thc signification 
given to thc word. "Can wc spcak of a \\·oriei o/'1rnrcl,·, great luminous 
spheres, drifting above thc world of heings and giving rcsonancc to 
our speech which acquircs mcaning only this way'.' Ycs - comcs the 
answer - there is a world of words. Wc arc horn in it. wc live in it, wc 
live together in it, we arc constraincd through it and by it. Along its 
entirc possible career, a living word tloats and unfolds between the 
tlexible limits of its own analogic idcntity. As a mattcr of fact, always 
the same, it is intimatcly contaminatcd by thc contcxts either of the 
various speakers, coming to he uttcrcd from various horizons. or of 
the one and the same speakcr considcred in the succcssive moments 
of his speech." 

lf the Roman ian anticommunist dissidcncc, as it was, is far from 
comparing, from thc point of vic\v of thc philosophic. ideologica! or 
sociologic contributions, with thc anticommunist dissidcnce in the oth
er Central or Eastern European countries. thc Romanians· fight with 
the wooden languagc was markcd by outstanding contributions. 

The Weight <~l the Word 
J\1a_1· I 99~. Colroceni 

Although the bronze clock above the fircplace struck midnight 
long ago, I ask Mugur Ciuvică to find somc E11glish hreaklast tea for 
me. With the eyes to the bulky file 011 my desk I pour it in the big thick 
cup, a gift from Mihai Stanescu, 011 which. the artist. with his acid 
sense of humor, printed "Thc man subjcct to powcr is subject to er
ror". I have in front of me the essays of thc young candidates for posi-
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tions of experts to be occupied by compctition organized by the Presi
dcntial Administration. I considered that besides examining resumes, 
recommendations and the interview with the chiefs of departments, 
thcy should also forward an cssay, which I want to read personally, as 
thc fu ture beneficiary of what thc ones to succeed will write. 

The academician Giuscă, my professor of petrography, wamed us, 
in his first lecture, that it was essential that a fine specialist should 
mastcr, the art of eloquence, too. Otherwise therc appears the risk that 
thc ones prescnting in a bcttcr way weaker solutions may convince 
and win. I was going to find out latcr how right he was, because, if 
you are not able to say well what you think, you will never be able to 
think wel I what you say. 

My own expericnce in working with studcnts made mc realize that 
cxplanations are meant to open thc way to knowlcdgc, not to slrnt it 
down. 

The totalitarian politica! discoursc shutdown the way to knowl
edge. whilc in an open society the motivation of decision making is a 
way to eliminate the politica! paternalism just bccause it can bc dis
cussed and fought against. The politica! word is reloadcd during the 
dcmonstration with thc ctymological valucs of thc genuine tcrm 
(11·ordJ, coming from com·entus. which mcans guthering. rneeting. 
Com•e11111111. wc should not forget, mcans 11nderstandi11g. 

Thc association bctwccn politica! action and the word is a found
ing approach chccking if you arc as good as your word. The politica I 
word crcatcs a coursc of action. likc a rivcrbed giving shapc to thc 
project. Thc word givcs wcight to or rcfutes realities. I stubbornly bc
licvc that thc politica! discoursc can be thought of as a watchword, as 
a promise judgcd. chccked. honored. 

Thc politica! discoursc - as a word of honor. 

The Apples in the Pantry 
Seplemher 2001, Capsa 

A friendly dinner with Mihai Sora, Mariana Celac, Neagu Dju
vara, Sorin llfoveanu at the famous meeting place of the inter-war 
elites, renovated now respectful of tradition. Neagu Djuvara tells us a 
story that happened in the first half of the 19th century. On his family 
estate, there had been hired an administrator of Brăila, from whom the 
peasants learnt very quickly the new terms that replaced the tradition
al words. Neagu Djuvara bemoans this hasty introduction of new 
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terms, as long as there existed vcry suggcstive tcrms in thc language. I 
retorted that, in my opinion, neologisms wcrc not thc cncmics of old 
words. On the contrary, I think they arc thc hcst friends, bccausc tak
ing over their place in the irksome task of usual communication, they 
Jet them rest, the same as apples pul in thc pantry in winter, which p
reserve their color and savor. In fact, the words kcpt for a while in the 
hidden drawers of our memory acquirc noblcness, waiting to bc taken 
over by poetry. Sometimes, like Cinderellas, the words are princcsses. 
This is the case of the word muiere (woman), dcspised in high society 
because it was used only by the peasants, as compared with the tcrms 
femeie (woman) or doamnă (lady), which havc been used for a rela
tively short time. Forget that muiere comcs directly from thc noblc and 
old Latin word mulie,: 

Up the River 
Fehrumy l9X3, The Mineralogy Depurlmenl 

I embarked upon an ambitious projcct, The Oystallographic Atlas 
o/Romania. It is much more ditlicult than I imagined. In the gulden age 
of geometric crystallography, Transzlvaniathe Ardeal, Banat, Bucovina 
were part of the Habsburg Empire, so the grea test part of sourccs are in 
German and the equivalent names are difticult to translatc. 

In the geologica) scientific terminology, and not only geologica), 
the names in German are definitions which wcrc bom as a form of cdu
cation in the Middle Ages, when each word was cxplanatory and de
scribed the object it named. The tcrms uscd in thc Romanian scicntific 
language taken from the Frcnch - English lexicon, arc also dcfinitions, 
but using phrascs takcn over from old Cireck or Latin, now cmpticd of 
sense for us, wc do not understand thcir story any longcr. 

Etymology is a deceiving sciencc, hut maybc that is why it is so fas
cinating. It resemblcs geology, cspc<.:ially a part ofit, scdimcntology, 
which studies the pebbles carried hy rivcrs, thcir arca, their alteration, 
thc way they changed their form and structurc. Rcsearchers, going up 
the river, from the river mouth to thc spring, try to establish the source 
areas. Some other limes, discovcring thc ori gin of the words resembles 
the identification of volcanic magmas, which as a consequence of ex
plosions were projected at big distanccs, covcred thcn by ashcs or retak
en in newer strata of sediments. 
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The Silence ,~f' Frol(s 
Septemher I 99 I. Agapia 

The path going up to the monastcry passes by a little pond sur
rounded with vegetation and trees. The nuns hosting us and offering 
us fresh water and prcserves do not forget to teii us about an old leg
cnd of this place. Years away, when Agapia was a monk monastery, 
they were very sad because the croaking of the frogs covered the 
prayers they raised day by day at the evening service. No matter how 
loudly thcy sang, the croaking of the frogs was stronger. As they re
spcctcd thc living bcing creatcd by God, the monks could not dare kil! 
or banish them. Then thcy prayed heart felt to the Almighty to make 
thcm kccp silcnce at !cast during thc service or to make less noise. 

After the failurc of thc attcmpt to stop with the clubs the voices of 
thc formcr rcsistancc mcn or dissidents as well as the voiccs of the y
oung pcople who wanted a change, there appeared, overnight, hun
drcds of politica! parties and tens of thousands of voices raiscd covcr
ing thosc who rcally had something to say. Thc Revolution and the U
nivcrsity Square werc not covcrcd only by a wave of blood, but also 
by a wavc of ink and vocifcrations. Thc sinister shouts of Corneliu 
Vadim Tudor, Eugen Barbu and thcir acolytcs come forcefully up 
front. 
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TO HAVE, TO BE 

How Much land Doe." a Man Need 
Seplemher 2000 

I am reading a book I am quite fond of: The l'Viwks o/Leo Tolstoy. 
Some time ago, the late profcssor R .. the much lamented dcan of the 
Faculty of Medicine. askcd his family \\-hile on his hospital 
dcathbed - to bring him Leo Tolstoy's book. as he wanted to rcad -
for a last time thc story entitlcd "f/011 .tfuch /,011d a ;\,fan Neeâ'. 
That book is in my library today. I often look al the hard covcrs, on 
whose dccp dark grcen thc author ·s name is engravcd in golden lct
tcrs - a surprisingly elegant book for the 6 decade of the 20 century 
whcn it was publishcd. 

It is the story of Pakhom, a poor man, who starts by presenting the 
Russian pcasant's lifc philosophy. "The lifc wc carry is dull; yct our 
job is safe. The Russian peasant may noi always havc too much to eat, 
yct he has paticncc. Rich we'II ncvcr bc. yet a full stomach wc are sure 
to havc as long as wc livc". And. content with his lot, he cvokes thc 
saying: "Loss is thc eldcr sister of gain". This secular reconciliation 
with dcstiny is only shadowcd by onc discontent: "noi cnough land". 

Thcrefore, whcn thc land lady deci des to scll land for half thc price. 
Pakhom bccomcs cnvious of thc othcr peasants who could buy land. 
He sells cvcrything he's got and buys himsclf a plot of land which he 
toils ovcr with all his might - but his relationships with the other peas
ants start changing. Pakhom sucs them to court, they start taking 
rcvcngc. he quarrels with the judgcs, too, and also with the neighbors 
who threatcn to set his house on fire. He is no longer poor now, but his 
lifc within the community has bccomc unbearable. Lcarning there was 
plenty of good land beyond thc Volga River, he sells his little proper
ty, leaves for Samara, joins the community. and, stcp by step, he starts 
saving again. But he began to envy thc village tradesmcn who would 
get rich faster - and he thought now he could buy more land. He found 
out from a tradesman that there was plenty of cheap land where the 
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Bashkirian peoplc livcd. 
After a long journey he meets the leader of the Bashkirians, who 

tells Pakhom he can buy as much land as he wants to. Inquiring about 
the price, the protagonist gcts thc leader 's answcr: "We arc no good at 
calculating. We sell by thc day. You can have all the land you can walk 
around all along one solid day. The price of the day - one thousand 
roubles. But you !osc your money unless you return thc selfsame day, 
right where you started from. You can walk as far as you picase, pro
vided that - by sunset - you are right back where you started from. AII 
the land you walk around will be yours." 

Pakhom madc plans all through the night: ·TII get mysclf a great 
cstate on this fine rich land. I can sell the worsc land or I can get peas
ants settle down on it. The better land will be mine to scttle on. 1'11 get 
myself a couple of ploughs with oxen, I will get a couple of farm ser
vants and with what 's left I' li get myself somc nice pastures for my 
cattle." 

The next day the Bashkirians took Pakhom to a hillock. Thcy pul 
down a fox fur cap, Pakhom put the money on the fur cap, and the 
leader told him: "You start from here now and bere it îs that you must 
get back, too. AII the land you can walk around will be yours." 

Pakhom set out on his way, trying to walk around as much as he 
could, marking the limits with sods of turf. He went further and further 
away from the hillock and his steps bccame heavier. Whcn he meant to 
get back, his legs would not carry him. He tricd to get some rest, but 
he rcalized he would have no more time to get back before sunset. 
Although he found it so hard, he quickened his step, then started run
ning, threw out his coat, boots, bottle of water, cap. "'I have been too 
greedy", he repeated now. "'1'11 ncvcr get back before sunset". His heart 
was beating likc a hammer, and he was afraid lest the prcssurc should 
kill him. He fcared there was no way back from death for him now -
but stop he eould no more. "Should I stop now they'II takc me for a 
fool - and rightly so". He had come so closc now that he could hear 
the Bashkirians encouraging him. He could sec the people on the 
hillock waving for him. He could see his fox fur capon the ground, and 
thc money he himself had put on it. Pakhom rcmembered his dream. 
"Land there is a lcnty, but will I ever live on it?". He climbed up the 
hillock running. Although the sun scemed to have set before he 
climbed it up, on top ofit there was stil! light. When he got there, the 
man saw the fox fur cap. His legs would not help him any more and he 
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jumped forward - only to louch thc fur cap \\ ith his lingers. 
"Good for you! You·vc gol plcnty of land now!" - the Bashkirian 

leader shouted. 
Pakhom ·s farm-servant ran to help him ri~e from the ground. But 

there was already blood dripping from his master's lips. He was dead. 
The Bashkirians were sorry for him. Thc farm servant took thc spade 
and dug a grave big enough for his mastcr; then he buricd Pakhom. 

A Wooden Chair in Business Class 
District o( Pajurn. I 995 

l've becn wondering about a qucstion asked hy my son. 
Ever since the carly 90's. I havc oticn bccn invitcd - as a profes

sor - to deliver lecturcs to , arious uni, ersities and scicntitic socictics. 
I havc flown around thc world on business class. and li\·cd in high class 
hotels. paid by organizers with money to spend. and thcn come Io my 
flat in the district of Pajura. whcrc the ele\ ,1tor would so oft.cn not 
work, so that J'vc had to carry my luggagc up Io 1he 9 1loor. I would 
climb up the stairs of the hlock-of-tlats. smelling of fricd onion. and I 
would watch the scratchcs madc hy childrcn on thc walls. wet from a 
recently broken pipe -- and thus I rcadjust mysclf to all thc trouhles 
which are common knowlcdge to anyone who has cvcr livcd in a 
block-of-tlats. Once arrivcd upstairs I may ofien have to climh hack 
down to buy potatoes from thc markct and a loaf of hrcad from the 
baker's round the corner. 

"How can you pass - like this - from onc world to the ncxt'?" - my 
son asked me once on such an occasion. secing mc crnssing such fron
ticrs so fast, as in some tunncl of timc. without any ditfo.:ulty. 

This adaptability corncs from my doublc cxpcriencc as a gcologist 
and professor. On my geologica! cxpcditions I would sharc with my 
colleagues dry bread, chccsc and salami, wc would wait togcthcr for 
night train joints on somc scratchcd woodcn hcnch. bcside poor people 
drinking to forget their troubles - and I would slccp in modest country 
houses, in some tent on a river bank or by somc shcepfold pen, with 
kind shepherds for hosts. On my autumnal return to thc faculty, I 
would leave aside my bluc jeans. torn at thc knccs. and my wom-out 
boots, and I would enter thc classroom wcaring a suit and a tie, or a 
white robe when I had laboratory classes. lf whilc I was away I would 
not hesitate to drink water from a hoof mark - if nccd bc -, or I would 
surrender to tleas - no matter how reluctantly - oncc I rcturned to 
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Bucharest I would nol stand a trace of dust in my office or at home. 
This is how I have lcarncd that naturalncss is a great gift of lifc, no 
mattcr how trivial thc circumstances. It is just as much of a blunder to 
wear a tic on the bcach as it is to go to a concert at the Athenaeum 
wearmg a _rumper. 

The Hunting and the Feast 
Junuarr 1997 

Aftcr the 1996 elcctions I was surprised by thc eagcmcss of State 
Protocol Depat1mcnt leaders. TcITorized at the thought of losing their jobs. 
they are doing their best to prove themsclvcs uscful. Thcir first suggcstion 
- how could it bc othcrwisc? - is organizing a hunting par1y. 

"When would you likc us to organize a hunting party?'' they askcd me. 
"l'm no hunter.'' 
"Your fricnds or gucsts may he. though. and you could only par

ticipate in it." 
··My friends arc no huntcrs. cithcr. and I \vili not invite anyonc to 

hunting part ies ... 
"Thcn perhaps you would likc us to organizc some otlicial dincrs" 

- he was just about to say '"comradcly". "somcthing special'', he immc
diatcly rcadjusted himscl f to thc line of the dialoguc. 

"Thcrc arc alrcady too many official dinncrs". I said. "And whilc 
l'm away, l'd rathcr calin my room ... 

This is what thcy havc always been bcst at - cver sincc thc com
munist days. sincc thc hcyday of thc Nomcnklaturc and thcir ""art" 
has bccn quitc apprcciatcd. too. after thc changc of mastcrs. 

At thc communist rcunions. the hanquct reprcscntcd not only the 
great moment of rclaxation after thc comrades · cfforts spcnt in the ""v,:ork
ing visit'', and morcuvcr an opportunity - for thc privilegcd gucsts - to 
cstablish relationships, but also a chancc for the organizers of thc dinner. 
Not only bccausc. if evcrything tumed out wc!!, thc organizcrs would fee! 
relieved to have kept their jobs or even hopc for a promotion, but also for 
the rathcr prosaic reason of ""supplementing rcsources". 

New faces have turned up meanwhile: "specialists in catering·· is 
what thcy arc called nowadays - and I could not swear they have not 
found amatcurs of such scrvices as theirs. None thc !css, the disastcr 
seems to be almost perfect, sincc ncither Ion Diaconescu - the presi
dcnt of thc Chamber of Deputies, nor Victor Ciorbea, the Prime 
Minister, can boast such hunting or convivial talents, nor can Mircea 
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Ionescu Quintus, thc presidcnt of the Senate, for that mattcr. 
No1·ernh<!r 200() 

The organizers of hunting partics and official dinncrs - wcll used 
to waiting - have got ready for better times. Which - for thcrn, at least 
- seern to have just retumed. 

The House and the Money: A Statement 
Decemher 2000 

The imagc of successful persons in Romania - and not only in 
Romania - is gcnerally defincd by thc way thcir housc is arranged, the 
brand of their car, and the money they rely on. This is how peoplc are 
evaluated. This is not wrong altogether. Thcsc arc signs of private 
property, which should guarantee human lite. 

When communism was deteatcd, thc much too sudden changc crc
ated confusion, frustrations or arrogancc. Likewise, in the absencc of 
any legal control, this also created suspicion. The ostentatiously dis
played wealth of certain peoplc - whosc honcsty as busincsspersons is 
rathcr doubtful - has also generatcd protcsts. As soon as the newly rich 
of transition bought thernselves TV and radio stations, and newspa
pers' editorships, this social protests changed their dircction to the state 
high officials. They had started from a fundamental idea of civil soci
ety, from the citizens' awarcness that, hy the taxes they pay, they pay 
the high officials' salarics - hence it is the citizens' right to check these 
state persons' activities. This is quite propcr in any democratic state. ln 
Roman ia, from this proper idea to the notion that the poverty of those 
whom the wavc of transition rendcrcd unlucky losers was due to the 
high officials' salarics - therc was hut a step. Once this stcp was taken, 
no one cared any more to check up - let alonc accept the faci that all 
the salaries of our ministcrs and memhcrs of parliamcnt would hardly 
sustain thc budgct of a littlc town. Very fcw pcoplc supported me dur
ing my campaign of checking up thc cnormous salaries and profits of 
leaders of autonomous administrations with state capital - which arc 
actually twice as much as eithcr thc state prcsident's or thc prime-rnin
ister's emolument. The fact that thcse autonomous administrations 
spend a lot on mass-media promotion may have played its role here. 
On the other hand, state institutions are represcnted hy thc pcople who 
arc only tcmporarily in their scrYiccs. Could thcir symhols - such as 
headquarters, cars - be humiliated hy the ostentatiously displayed 
aftluencc of all those who havc built up their fortunes fast - on 
438 

https://biblioteca-digitala.ro



Thc thinl hun/.: ofthc ri,·cr 

account of the state, as wcll? A modest lifc is indced commendable for 
a state official, but this can only fit a Scandinavian cultural pattern of 
socicty - for instancc - since their lifcstylc and codc of manncrs are 
rather marked by a specific restraint. This docs not mean that I do not 
agree to particularly decent living standards for the state officials - on 
the contrary, this has always been a necessity in my opinion. 

The Presidential Palace is the headquarters - not the rcsidence - of 
the state president. Therc are many countrics - în Central and South -
Eastern Europe included - where the state leader lives in the very 
palace or hcadquarters where he works. ln my presidcntial program 
"Now for Romania"' I promised I would noi live at Cotroceni Palace. 
For as long as I was a prcsidcnt, there were just offices at the Cotroceni 
Palacc. Nobody livcd there. lt was a place for work. not for relaxation, 
for everyone, thc president included. Except for a plain sofa - on 
which I would lie for a quarter of hour or so. all through thc long nights 
when the miners vandalized Bucharest -- therc îs no place for rest. 

I promised în 1996 that the residcncc of thc Prcsident of Roman ia 
would be on a strect on which the traffic would not be banned. and 
especially that I would not live în the Primavcrii district. Until my tenn 
was over I lived în Pangratti Strcct. in a ,v·cll circulated zone not far 
from the T clcvision building, where not c, en access on thc sidewalk 
was blocked until I lived therc. I chosc thc housc carcfully. for I would 
not have thc prcsidcnt's lodgings face any claims of propcrty rcstora
tion. The documcnts testified to it that thc building became state prop
crty attcr thc commercial society which 1rnd owned it had tumcd bank
rupt bctween the two world wars. lt laLcr cntcred the property of thc 
Diplomatic Protocol Office. having been uscd - before my time - by 
the Embassy of Germany. Nevertheless. it did not hold the rank of an 
ambassador's or a councilor - minister's residence, being ascribcd to a 
medium rank official of the Erribassy of Germany în Bucharest. When 
the latter was call ed back to his country, the Embassy of Gennany gave 
up this building, which I found out în the public patrimony. ln orrler to 
avoid discussions, after the State Protocol Administration was well 
established and equipped, I invited over to dinncr all the managers and 
editors - in - chief of all the central daily newspapers, all the radio
and television-stations' managers, and I personally showed thcm 
around the house. 

I must admit that my residence in Pangratti Street was never a tar
get for any mass-media innuendo. They only tried to film or photo-
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graph it so that it should look higgcr. lt actually consists of a ground 
floor with a living room, a lihrary. and a kitchen. plus the uppcr floor, 
with two bedrooms and an office; my daughter lived with her husband 
in the garret. My son and his wife lived in the scmi-basemcnt, until my 
daughter-in-law gol pregnant and thc doctors decmcd it no fit for her 
to livc in the semi-hasement anymore. The flat în thc district of Pajura 
and another flat în a block-of-flats. not finished - which wc had paid 
for in installments until 1992 - were both sold so that wc rnight offer 
our two children the possibility of making a good start in their livcs 
and careers and of beginning to hui Id up houscs of their own. My son 
'lived for a while in a rented flat -- a slceping room. a living room, a 
kitchen and a bathroom - at the ground tloor of a villa. until 2001, 
when he movcd to Prague. 

Ali this may sound incredible to somc pcople. This may bc 
because I chose to observe the rules. During my term rny daughtcr got 
married. My son-in-law îs an old fricnd of hers. a medical doctor today. 
whorn she rnet în Sibiu, whcn she was a pupil thcrc. He is specializing 
in surgery now. He had inherited a bcautiful housL< frorn his parents -
unfortunatcly it has bcen claimcd by thc owner. lt gocs without saying 
thcy wcre not happy to lcavc it. 

I have thought it preposterous to answer all thc rnost unbclicvablc 
attacks. Now, whcn I am no more a prcsidcnt and such infom1ation is 
availablc to anyonc interestcd, I can assurc thc rcadcrs of this book that my 
daughter has never livcd in a social tlat. as thc ncwspapcrs would havc it. 
and that ncithcr has rny son got any vi Ila or tlat of his own to livc in. 

I do posscss a private propcrty plot of land at Bancasa - which I 
have mentioned in rny dcclaration of propcrty, puhlishcd in all thc 
ncwspapcrs in Romania cvcr sincc 1996. What is not truc is that I 
should havc takcn posscssion of this picu: of land as a rcvolutionary, 
as thcy have clairned, or that I should havc got it by transfer from 
another zone, or that I should havc houghl it. 1 actually havc inherited 
it frorn my fathcr. He was an agricultural enginccr. Bctwccn thc two 
world wars. agronorny was a highly apprcciated field of activity, so 
that my father could afford to buy hirnself this plot of agricultural land 
at Baneasa, meaning to cultivate it after having rctircd. But thc corn
munists took it away frorn hirn, as thcy did Io so rnany othcrs. Then 1 
recovcrcd it under pcrfectly legal circumstanccs. Now my father's 
agricultural piccc of land is extremcly valuablc, as it is placcd in the 
neighborhood of the Nightingalcs· Park. where plcnty of luxurious vil-
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las havc been raised. Thc land has becn dividcd betwccn my family 
and that of rny sistcr·s. Wc have gol our land today exactly where it 
once used to bc. according to all the clues my father left us. And. rnore
ovcr, to do away with all other possible suspicions, I will repeat hcre 
that at thc time when I gol this plot of land back. according to the law, 
I was not a president. 

I may insist on thc faci that the salary I had as a president of 
Romania. this is thc lowcst dcgrce of emolument whcn it cornes to 
comparing it to the levei of payment granted to other states' presidents. 
My salary ranged between $300 and $600. Toward thc end of my term, 
my salary rose up to about S550. When the law of high officials' 
salaries got prornulgated, as I could not restorc it to the Parliarnent -
who had almost unanimously becn in favor ofit. so that two thirds of 
the Parliament could have defeated my dccision - I publicly disagreed 
with this decision of the Parliament. I thought - none the less - that 
cveryonc must act according to onc·s beliefs. I decided not to take 
advantage of this mise of salary and I also asked my counsellors if 
they agreed to donate the supplcmentary arnounts resulted from the 
raisc to a humanitarian fund. I was extrerncly plcascd to sec thal all the 
prcsidential and state counscllors. v,:ho - as high oflicials - could havc 
benefited from this raise of salary. eventually agreed to rcnounce it. 
The raise would have bcen quite suhstantial, of alrnost 45°10. so that. în 
a couplc of months a 120 - million Ici fund gol raised. I called it thc 
Fund of Honour. hecause I was nai·vc enough to hope that othcr high 
ofticials would do the same and donate thcir moncy to this fund. I 
announced ii puhlicly to all thc mmisters. mcmhcrs of Parliamcnt and 
othcr high otlicials ,vim would be willing to donate at I cast part of thcir 
salary incn;ascs Io this hurnanitarian fund. lt îs nccdless for mc to ac.Id 
that noi onc of thcse joined us, so that in September 2000 I asked the 
councillors to give up the idea. But I myself continued to donate. At thc 
cnd of my tcrm I had a net salary of 14 142 212 mi Ilion lei. Ali through 
my term I had no other sourccs of incomc. 

ln accordance with the Education Law. which stipulates that high 
state ofticials may keep their employment previous to their undertaking 
their public duty, I have kept my appointed job of a university professor 
with the Department of Mineralogy of the Univcrsity of Bucharest. The 
salary for this job was used to pay my colleagues· replacing me at my 
classes. Whenever my time allowed me, I held my classes and continued 
my activity as a doctoral dissertation supervisor. Once my presidential 
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tcrm was ovcr, I retumed to my job, thus being paid accordingly. 
At the close of rny presidential tcrm I made public my Declaration 

of private posscssions, in accordance with thc law. Evcry one of my 
asscrtions can bc put to the test. What rcally annoys me is that they are 
not put to the test. 

The Bill of Costs 

As a president, as it was but natural, I bencfited from thc official 
protocol. I asked though that diffcrcncc should be made between the 
official protocol, i.e. providing for thc official persons invited or par
ticipating, and rny personal and familial nccessities. I also required that 
accuratc invcntories should be done evcrywherc I livcd, so that my per
sonal belongings should be distinguished from those of the State 
Protocol Administration, lest thcrc should be any doubt at all. Ali the 
suits I worc as a prcsidcnt wcrc madc in Romania, out of Romanian 
matcrials, by an old tailor who had also workcd for thc former presi
dcnt - as I considered that tailoring and politics had nothing in com
mon. I also wcnt for the excellent Rornanian shirts. Now, when I have 
more sparc timc to watch video tapes and photos, I can say that I was 
onc of thc best dressed presidcnts of my time. 

Evcrything I uscd I paid for and - as I have noticed that evcn my 
closest acquaintances considcrcd this absolurely unusual - I have kept 
all thc reccipts. 

What Did He Get/rom it'! 
Septemher I 960, ( 'o/ea Victoriei 

I havc just taken my degrec in law and my tirst graduate appoint
mcnt and I'm gctting rcady to lea,e for Ploiesti. My colleagues and I 
will part now, leaving for various places to all thc points of the com
pass. Wc arc having a last mceting at the Lm1· Student.,·· hostel, in 
Doamnei Strcct, to say good-bye to each othcr and to all the fricnds we 
leave in Bucharest. The main pcrsonality of thc group is warrant offi
cer Gica from thc Traffic Department, comrnanding ovcr thc 
Republicii - Calea Victoriei crossroads. A luxurious appointrnent. 
Whcn he is working at thc crossroads he looks likc a conductor or a 
dancer, but when he is in his jar ncar thc "Compcscaria" shop, he 
presses his light buttons much likc a hydro-clcctric power plant engi
neer. When his shift is over, he comes to thc hostcl, smokes his ciga-
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rette, a11d has a dri11k from stude11ts' supplies. His utmost way of hav
ing fun is encouragi11g us i11 our affâirs. Whenever he sees us with a 
11ew girl-friend 011 thc side-walk, he whistles, emphatically stops all 
traffic, a11d i11vites us to cross thc strcct. Success is guaranteed. We 
keep on teasing him telli11g him ~ again and again - the jokc with the 
foreign tourist who stops i11 front of the traffic jar - where the traffic 
supervisor stands with his child - and asks the officer în all the possi
ble languages the way to Ploicsti. The traffic officer shrugs his shoul
dcrs all the timc, until the tourist leaves in disappointment. The child 
tells him: '"Did you sec, daddy, just how ma11y languagcs this gentle
man could speak'?" "And what did he get from it'?" -- thc traffic super
visor rcplies. 

Gica has 110 child of his ow11, but he enjoys the joke. So do we. 
Thc policema11 's reply comes to my mind now: "And what did he 

get from it'?" But it does 1101 sou11d fu11ny a11y more today. 

As we forgive ... 

I cannot forget it: whe11 the prcsidential elections rcsults were 
a1111ounccd 011 17 November 1996, when thc U11iversity Square got 
filled up with so many happy pcoplc a11d I was called to talk from the 
balcony of the Univcrsity, I lookcd at that cnthusiastic mass of peoplc 
and I remembered the hundrcds of thousa11ds of people whom I had 
met all along the latest years. Thinking of all those people I said the11 
that "the peoplc had sacrificed themselves cnough, it was time now for 
thc ruling forccs to sacrifice themsclves." lt was sheer rhetoric. Later I 
real ized that it was not sacri/ices that wc needed i11 the first place on 
behalf of thc ruling forces, but competcnce and devotedness. But, of 
coursc, some modesty is implied hcrc, as well. 

Those who could 011ly rcmember this piece of rhctoric I ca11 011ly 
remind now that on that occasion everybody prcsent prayed together 
with Father Galeriu: " ... forgivc us our trespasses, as wc forgive those 
who trespass against us." 
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A LETTER TO THOSE WHO CAN RECOG/\JZE TIIE/USELVES INIT 

lWoved to Anot/zer Addres.,· 
Morch ]()()], Romania 

These following lines arc not meant for communist or nco-com
munist scribblers ncithcr for any oldcr nr more recent mcmber of 
Ceau0 escu·s Securitate, apparcntly more alivc & kicking than ever: 
nor for the employecs of prcss cmpircs of the great transition profi
teers. 

They are meant fo you. the others. whom I do not knmv whal to 
call. I cannot call you anti-cornmunists. for, in fact. you arc no longcr 
interested in this so very outdated thing. I foci cmbarrassed to call you 
dcmocrats, having seen you so pathetically cra\'ing for afirm iron hand 
in a velvet glovc. I cannot call you the opponcnts of thc 
Constantinescu regimc. smce you havc opposcd anyonc and anything. 
I just think that, for a while. I havc offcrcd you a targct for your hatred. 
suspicion, frustrat ion to attack - all of which you have grown up with 
and cannot do without. I can sec now I havc madc your livcs miser
able. You would havc fclt much bcllcr with an illitcratc for prcsidcnt. 
whom you could have casily ridiculed, with a prcsidcnl \'v horn you 
could havc madc a fool of in smart ·•witty dialogucs··. with a corrupt 
president whom you could havc unmaskcd. or wilh a prcsidcnt who 
would take advantage of privilegcs 10 help you fcel disappointcd. lt 
is not my actual mistakes - which I havc madc trying Io maintain a 
poor balance in moments of crisis. which you havc. anyway. regard
ed from a superior witncss position - that havc disturbcd you. but thc 
mistakes I "have fail<!d Io make", which your pervertcd rninds 
expcctcd me to make. It is my having failed to brcak thc law, to get 
rich over night, to take advanlagc of my position to threaten or bribe 
my enemies, that has upset you. You reproach mc not having run for 
prcsidency again'? When all you would bc waiting for was accusing 
me I was hankering after power'? Where were you when democracy or 
reform were under attack? 
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You Hat'e Spat Here 

Betwecn 1996 and 2000. eagcrly following the urge to ··spit here ! " 
publishcd in thc Romania .More ncwspaper, you chose for targcts par
ticularly those state institutions which had finally becomc, demo
cratic after half a ccntur. You carricd oul Vadim ·s urge eagerly and 
cnthusiastical ly. 

Afler December 2000 you havc made a point of complaining for the 
Roman ia Mare Pa11y ·s success in thc clections. and of accusing the 1996 -
2000 rcgimc of having made this disaster possiblc. As if you had had no 
part to play in incrcasing the credihility of national-communists, whose 
attacking the ruling parties you took for grantcd and conducted with crafts
manship. talent. and .. I must admit with evident pleasure. This job of under
taking, processing and credible diffusing 011 a large scale of all thc attacks 
launched by C. V. Tudor - cxccpt for those conceming you personally -
actually gcncratcd a paradoxical situation. ln 1996, C. V. Tudor was man
aging a ncwspapcr with an impressivc circulation, and lcading an obscure 
party. ln 2000. thanks to you. he could only managc a ncwspapcr with an 
unmentionahle circulation. and lcad an imponant party. His rcasons to owc 
you somc gratitudc arc good cnough. 

Actually, thc prcsent rcgimc. aftcr 200 I. is vcry much to your liking. 
You can he 110\\' \\'hat you ncvcr managcd to he in thc limes of Ccausescu: 
opponcnts. Somc opponcnts I must say too much aloof for any risks, who 
can fakc couragc at a timc for suhtlc ncgotiations. whcn thc politica! powcr 
oftcrs you oppor1unities of clcvcr harter. not in order to rcinforcc its posi
tions. as it has its own pcoplc hircd for thc job. hut in ordcr to annihilatc its 
potcntial rivals - thc kind ofjoh you arc rcally fit for. Thc pcoplc who hold 
thc powcr now know you quitc well. thcy can manipulate you quite com
fortably. They don ·1 evcn havc to oftcr you anything in exchange, sincc thc 
job you're doing comes fi-om your own convictions. You arc the precious 
instrumcnts ofthc PD and PRM. though you eagerly abuse them. For, unlike 
their older or more recent dcvoted servants. you are more credihle in your 
cfficient swearing at all those who might or could ever oppose them. You can 
dcstroy anything, even the hopc for a real opposition, before it is even bom. 

No one and Nothing 

You can stand up for no one and nothing. For no one! You are 
unable to stand up for anything to the end. Anything. For you trust no 
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one and nothing. The worst \ illain of you all has at least had the guts 
to start his TV show with thc confcssion of his lifc: ··t can trust no 
one." That's my very point: you can trust no onc. Not even yourselvcs. 

Your sterile and confuscd agitation gives the impression of a false 
opposition, which the present regime so badly nccds, an opposition of 
paper and on paper only. This agitation against what is there now, what 
has been, or what could ever bc, offcrs you an alibi to conceal your 
great secret: you can stand up for no onc. Maybc only for thosc in your 
little group, provided thcy are not above the levei of interests and gos
sip you cultivate. And you are unablc to stand up for anything to the 
end, except for your petty personal or group intcrests. You may - at the 
best - sustain some abstract idcas, as abstract and utopian as possible, 
which should not get you involved in anything. lf you should cvcr 
stand up for anyone, I know for sure that you do it only becausc you've 
bcen paid for the job, or in order to hurt someonc clsc. You can only 
become violent when you get pcrsonally attackcd. Then you would 
bark angrily and frightcned, with all your might. 

A Blues al the Graveyard 

You arc Roman ia 's grave diggcrs. You arc not cvcn thosc who rob, 
rape, or slowly kill Romania. You arc just thosc who will bury it, so 
bcautifully, in an almost touching way. Aftcr all, jazz is thc invention 
of Louisiana Afro-Americans on thcir way from thc cemctcry to the 
pub downtown, isn 't it'? And is jazz not bcautiful'? ln a country famous 
for its commcmoration serviccs, I am ccrtain that your mourning will 
sound wondcrful and you will congratulatc cach othcr for its pcrfcc
tion. You can bc so convincing whcn you swcar. so artistic whcn you 
curse: you should bc charming cnough whcn you mourn. if this is 
requircd. 

l'm writing this to say good-byc to you forcvcr. I cannot say l'm 
sorry to havc ever mel you. lt ·s bccn an intcresting cxperience. Some 
of you I even lovcd, bccause you dcserved it at thc time; somc others 
I lovcd becausc of my naivele or stupidity. I ncithcr hatc you, nor 
despise you. ln your own way. you have madea livelier picture of this 
country. l'm only glad that - for a whilc - I do not havc to sec you, hear 
you, or read you anymorc. 
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THE READJNG BOOK 

Father ofDemocraq 
July 2000, Mangalia 

Thc couple of days when hoped to be able to really get some 
frcsh air to breathe are getting wasted in pointless talks. without giving 
me any hope for a homogeneous group of democratic forces to bc 
cstablished till this autumn. I am trying to relax walking down the 
bcach with Cristian Preda. The young sociologist makes me consider 
onc of Karl Popper·s most interesting hypotheses. placing the birth of 
democracy in the year 507 8. C., when the first hook rnarket appeared 
in Athens - in fact, thcy were manuscripts copied on papyrus - a hook 
market that generatcd the development of a sclf-conscience, indispen
sablc to democratic life. 

Dcveloping his thcory, the same philosophcr notices that. in the 15 
crntury, Gutcnbcrg's invcntion, i.c. printing, favoured the birth of 
Humanism and Reform, which furthcr genl:ratcd - in some intricate 
but undeniablc way - the two revolutions: the Frcnch onc and the 
English onc, and, finally, thc democratic evolution of thc continent. To 
sum it up. this is how the modern political world came into being, by 
allowing individual acccss to the text and by pushing the pcople of that 
ccntury in full swing, first to revolution and then to evolution. 

It is thc birth of a book market, the free circulation of idcas that led 
to the acceptancc of the principie of a peaccful change of rulers. 
'"Without a book market, without the possibility to let ideas circulate, 
no individual has any reasons to doubt, simply because he has no pos
sibility to choosc." 

lf this is truc, what was the resuit of the mass-media explosion in 
the latter half of the 20 century'? I wonder to what extent the abandon 
of books in favour of television, radio, newspapers does not resuit in 
the decay of self-consciencc - among other things - , as wc seem to let 
rather infonnation than ideas circulate today. 

Nevertheless, I still hope and believe that, as Daniel Chirot 
noticed, "literature, as it is written for only what seems to be a small 
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group of people, is a much hcttcr mcasurc of thc truc spiritual condi
tion of a society than public opinion invcstigation. economic statistics. 
or outright politica! behaviour can cvcr hopc to bc. To a certain extent, 
în their writings. in their small groups of dcbatcs. those who have writ
ten for thc fcw havc imagined a future which the majority could not 
dearly perceive and which nohody rcally thought possihle." 

This is what I bclievcd in. what I hoped for. 
So far. for thc ycar 2000, I havc hccn wrong. 

Protocol Furniture 
Novemher I 996 - No1·e111her ]()()I. Co1roceni 

For the first timc after having won thc clections for prcsident, I am at 
Cotroceni. Thc cun-ent presidcnt has invitcd me to discuss thc protocol of 
the transfer of power. He îs waiting for mc on the Palace main entrance 
steps and he kindly shows me around the place. The first room whose 
door he opens îs to thc right of thc entrancc: "This is the library.'· I can 
recognize it from thc television imagcs. It is an important parlour of the 
presidential protocol, which I would usc. too. and whcrc the farewell 
encounter usually takes place at the changc of rulers. as well as encoun
ters with presidents and high otlicials of fcxcign countrics. first visits of 
amhassadors and other important gucsts in a less fo1111al atmospherc. 

Having now for thc first timc thc opportunity to takc a bettcr look 
al thc parlour, I had a shock noticing that its namc comcs frorn a splen
did fumiturc carved in wood. mcant to suggcst old age. covcring the 
walls alrnost up to thc cciling in mock classic stylc. Thcrc is no book 
in this entire lihrw:r. One of thc tirst things I did in thc carly ful I and 
confusing days ofmy presidency was tilling up thc shchcs with books. 
the first of which I brought from my own home. 

After the state dinner King Carlos of Spain gavc to crown the 
NATO Confcrcncc in Madrid. thc dinncr propcr bcing just ovcr, to 
reach the parior where coffce was scrvcd. we had to walk all through 
the sumptuous Royal Palacc. I dccidcd to changc the protocol of high 
otlicials reception in Romania, so that they should also sec a signifi
cant part of the Cotroceni Palace. To choosc the way I visitcd the old 
part ofthe Pali'ce. Then I first saw King Ferdinand\ library, which also 
includes the high table on which he signcd. standing up, all royal 
decrees. I had to notice - with thc samc bcwildcrmcnt - that neither did 
this room contain any book, although its original furniture had becn 
recovered. With the kind help of professor Gabriel Ştrempel, Head of 
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the Academy Library, and of thc generous Mrs. Nora Cofas, Chief 
Custodian of the Cotroceni Muscum, I managed to recover, from thc 
storehouses where they had been kept, the original copies of the vol
umes in King Ferdinand"s library, which now bcstow their wannth and 
nobility upon the presidential parlour. 

I was lucky to spcnd my childhood in a room with walls covered 
up with books; later in my life, whercver I lived, be it in narrow gar
rets, bachelor rooms or small block-of-tlats apartments, I have had the 
same problem: how could I find more room for books - on cupboards 
and cases, on tables or in piles all around thc walls. I have kept a funny 
habit - which is now too old to change - to look for the library first 
thing when I enter an unfamiliar house and then search the host's 
books, no matter how rude this may seem. Although displaying the 
volurncs does not necessarily rnean also reading them, I can still get a 
first irnpression about the books · owner whosc guest I happen to bc. 

In the autumn of 200 I. on thc occasion of the state dinner givcn in 
Presidcnt Shevarnadzc·s honour. as a guest at Cotroceni, I felt relievcd 
to notice that not only had they not changed thc way to go all through 
thc Pa Iace for thc forcign guests, but a Iso that al I thc books I had left 
in the two libraries wcre stil! at thcir places. 

At !cast thc books. 

lead Soldiers 
Septemher ]()() 1. 44 Elefierie Street 

Bcfore starting to writc my own rnernoirs, I gathered in my library 
books writtcn by the protagonists and actors of the first post-comrnu
nist decade, or by the survivors of thc former regime. Sorne shelves 
have thus becn fillcd up with volumcs of thc participants in the 
Revolution, the books of forrner prisoners, of anti-cornrnunist resist
ance, of former dissidents, mernoirs recently published by ex-comrnu
nist leaders, or even confessions of a former torturcr. Here they are all 
together, sharing the same library shelf. The books' are lined up like 
the soldicrs ofthe buri ed arrny at X ian - speaking of soldiers offonner 
wars. Unless they are opened, they rcmain as neutral and inexpressive 
as the covers' libraries of the newly rich. How many people may have 
read thcse confessions of the same age in our history, retlected in so 
various life-experiences: victims, cxecutioners, witnesses? My private 
research, undertaken among acquaintances and strangcrs, in ever wider 
social zones, proves that only too few have done so. 
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Irrespective of my fcclings or rcscntments, I havc rcad thcm al! 
with the greatest attention. As I respect books in principie, I have 
refrained from making my notes dircctly on the books' pages, using 
instead paper stripes on the tops of which I notcd somc things which I 
thought tobe significant. 

The library looks now much like a living forcsl. young trees hav
ing just sprouted. 

Lawns in tl,e Desert 
Ja1111mT / 988-Jm111a1-r 2002 . . 

I took advantage of N icolac Manolescu ·s son Andrei - formcrly a 
student of Geophysics - and I scnt the literary critic and profcssor an 
invitation to a dialogue with geology undcrgraduatc students at the 
University Club in Brezoianu Street. Although the room was awfully 
cold and we were shivering with our coats on, the talk soon became 
lively. Finally a student asked Nicolae Manolescu, her voicc trembling 
with emotion: ·'Professor, do you think anyone could live without poet
ry?" "Of course they can" - the distinguished literary critic answered 
her. "As long as they don't know there is such a thing as poetry." 

As I grew up amidst thcm, the books of my adolcsccncc werc to 
me much like that wonderful California în John Steinbeck 's book 
Pastures of'Hem·en, which no one can leavc anymore. under the speli 
of the land's gift of life. This is why I have felt that -- during thc last 
ten years - I have passed through the desert of politica! lifc very much 
like a camei, feeding myself from old supplics stocked up in thc days 
of my youth. This does not mcan that. rcading only whal I had to, I 
have forgotten what I Iove. 

During the decade of my undergraduate studics. whcncvcr I had to 
learn by heart texts from thc hulky dry volumcs of Roman Law, Civil 
Law, Crystallography, Mineralogy, or Paleontology, writtcn as if în 
funny foreign languages, I was always tempted to rcad somcthing clse. 
Later 011, as a researcher, whcncver I finishcd somc scicntific work in 
which I had been engrossed, I would offer mysclf - as a prize - thc 
chance to read the books I lovcd and which I had had to stay away from 
for quite a while. ln recent years I have but rarcly offcrcd myself this 
prize, mostly after having come ovcr a confcrencc or a speech. As time 
went by, the number of these books of "forbidden joy" has decreased, 
and my selection has migrated from the fundamental questions of my 
youth and the great novels of my middle age to some jewcls which I 
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open to read from just before I fall asleep. Some of these are: The 
Arahian nights, the hooks and the night, the st01y te/Ier and The roza/ 
Way. Just Iike any return to the music of Mozart or Vivaldi, this means 
to me a sweet return to the stories of my childhood, under the speli of 
some magic formula uttered just before sleep. 

The great books of mankind focus on fundamental life experi
ences, just as the food of astronauts synthesizes in some pills all the 
cssential nutritional elements. Just as these pills cannot fully replace 
real food, not even thc most profound of books can substitute direct Iife 
cxperience, with all its trivialities and stupidities. But, as they say, get
ting books' knowlcdge is useful, since it gives us the feeling of some
thing dejâ \'li or deja imagine. 

Unlike the stories in a book, no incident or story of our lives is 
final. It is only movies and books that can aftord an ending. ln real life, 
it is only The Almighty who can say when the story ends. 

Writing books is something like an initiation, a form of expressing 
respect. 

Why do I read'! Bccausc I find in this a way of living the life I was 
givcn and discovcring its roots at thc same tirne. 

Why do I write'! Because it îs a way to link the present to sorne 
futurc, and also bccausc, finally, each of us is rcsponsiblc for their 
dceds with thcir tiny chancc to immortality. 

The Farce ,~fthe Unhorn Ones 
The 4 March 2002, Popa Petre 6 

Discrcct launching, in an intimate circle, of Mihai Manutiu's books, 
lntirnate Scene.,·, Mass Scene.,·, and Sc~r Scardanelli. Two tiny jewels for 
close circuit. ln The Book o/Fa\'Orite Chimeras, as Manutiu describcs it 
in the dedication he writcs to mc on thc front page, I find a text typical of 
his anxicty: "On a ycar, the unborn oncs rneet in a certain space, a pre
cise but non-spatia! spacc, to sec each other and have fun. ln the non-s
patial-space therc is more life than cverywhere else where there is or one 
thinks there is lifc. For this very rcason, out of excess, the unbom ones 
play a gigantic trick on us. They pick randornly one of their group and 
they mark hirn with a fatidic sign so that the chosen one has to get bom 
willy-nilly. Although unborn it is as if he were bom. Once a year, be
cause of this thc world balancc is disturbed." 

lt is the hour and the day completing twenty-five years since the 
earthquakc that devastatcd Bucharest. 
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Manutiu's text seems to mc a fantastic analogy to the earthquake 
theory, constituting a part from the gcology of hazard. Thc dcvastating 
earthquake from 1977 was the resuit of an accumulation of encrgy in 
the curvature Carpathian area. This energy is occasionally released. 
Only sometimes, nobody knows whcn, ifthcre is a large quantity of en
ergy accumulated, the terrestrial tide causcd by thc rnoon can act as a 
detonator. Those of us who went through the expcricncc of March 
1977 in the capital can not forget thc hugc full 1110011 shining in the 
sky in the unreal warm night. We go out - therc is a ful I moon and it 
is warm. Maybc it is because of the winc. This night thc fragile bal
ance of the world has not becn disturbed. 

lnside the Drawer there was" Rmmd ,~fApplause 
After 1989 it was provcd that thcrc was no drawer litcrature. To 

paraphrase the title of a book by Ana Blandiana, inside thc drawcr 
there was just a round of applause. 

Presidential Ni,:ht."itand.,· 
I 8 ./11/r 2002, Pictor Mirea 4 

On Saint Emilian 's Day Radu F. Alexandru brings me as a giti a 
booklct from the collcction Thc Night Stand Book. Thosc delicate 
books "'you almost fall in Iove with. you think you have forgottcn 
them, but you miss them so much.'' Now I havc again the opportunity 
to have them, to caress and Iove thcm. 

I am thinking of a President"s nightstand. Next to the table lamp 
telephonc scts, notcbooks, a glass of water, but no hooks. Presidents 
scldorn rcad anything cxccpt for official or confidential documcnts. 
Their job rnakes thcm talk extensivcly. Some of them write, if thcy did 
it before thcir mandate, bccause you do not discover thc art of writing 
as a statcsman. Reading little he perceives this activity as special, as a 
way of escaping the stress of thc tcxts bccoming latcr resolutions. lf 
they have the time to finish a book - or at lcast a fcw chapters - they 
develop a special relationship with that book, so rare with academics 
for whom reading is routine daily activity. A scientist approaches sys
tematically a certain themc and covers it at !cast in lwo or three books 
and ten to fifteen articles. He can not afford to get cxcitcd for every 
book or article. Quite often he scans the text rcading for thc gist. We 
acadcmics act thc same way herc, irrcspective of our arca of educa
tional expertise. 
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Those who did not read all educative literature during their ado
lescent years will rernember a book they liked for along a time. Tempt
ed to use this piece of direct information. so rare for them. in front of 
their interlocutors they will often mention this book. It happened to 
rne, during a diplomatic dinner, to listcn to people discussing passion
atcly an eventful book. 

One knows quite well how intluential was Red Horizons for Ronald 
Reagan. After reading it Reagan wished to rneet Pacepa and showcd a 
lot of interest in the role played by the Securitate in Roman ia. Duc to this 
attitude his assistants increased this kind of connections and looked for 
the priest Calciu-Dumitreasa who, in his turn. was received by Ronald 
Reagan. and remained an interlocutor listened to by the presidents' advi
sors '. lt was a happy occurrence for Roman ia. lt is truc that Ceauscscu 
was a wel 1-known character in the Wcst and the secret Ii fc of the dicta
tors always fascinate the democrat lcaders, limited in their prerogatives. 
I am, howevcr, obsessed by a certain question. I wonder if Ceausescu has 
ever finished a book. And if he did it. what was the book'? As he surcly 
did not lack books with dedications. 
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THE STORY OF Ml' BOOK 

A Bamboo Pipe 
June 1994, Writers 'Association 

At the traditional vin ci 'honneur which follows a book launching 
at the Universalia publishing house, Doina Uricariu suggests I should 
write a book on my civic and politica) experienccs aftcr 1989. I don 't 
credit stirrup cup projects. I teii her I' li givc it a thought. 

The experience of writing a book is not ncw to mc. I havc already 
published seven. Some arc leafy, maybc much too lcafy. Others arc 
award-winning. A few arc to bc found on the card indcxcs of many 
world libraries. I am well accustomed both to the ordeal and the pleas
ure writing implies. I know how much onc nccds. to thc purpose of 
writing a good book, competence, imagination, crcativity, and. abovc 
all, integrity. But there is more to it this time: the audacity of changing 
the reference domain. lt would mcan Icaving aside mincrals and rocks 
and start talking about mc. About mysclf and the others. Who. unlikc 
mincrals, have opinions and self-pridc. 

After 1990, writers fell in Iove with politics and politicians started 
writing books. I cannot teii to what cxtent wc can pul to good usc such 
volumes signed by people daily scen on TV or ncwspapcrs. 

Politicians' Iifc-stylc is more and more connccted to thc obsession 
of the public image. It invades private lifc, tyrannically opprcssing it 
and cosmctically brushing it up so that any trace of individuality and 
personality (if any) is annullcd. lmagc campaigns depene.I 011 thc pro
fessionalism of politica I lifc. By mea ns of such campaigns a limitcd 
group of specialists decide what is good and what is wrong. what nccds 
presenting and what necds avoiding, what necds invcnting and what 
needs mystifying. Confrontcd with such a propagandistic avalanchc, 
what real chance of deciding for himsclf docs thc citizcn havc'? 

To comply with pcoplc's (ksirc to know dctails about public pcr
sonalities' private lives, they inventcd biographies. intcrvicw volumcs, • 
more or less genuine diaries, memoirs, confessions. 

An ancient Chinese proverb says that, when you look al a leopard i 
through a bamboo pipe, all you see is a spot. You may believe that the 
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same animal is dark-coloured or, on the contrary, light-colourcd. But, 
mainly, you won't be able to see its movements, you won't be able to 
know its force or weaknesses. Peoplc who elude traditional patterns 
are all the more running this risk. Perhaps the ones truly interested in 
politicians' integrity and value are entitled to seeing a personality on 
the politica) arena in its cntirety. Unfortunately, with us, information 
about a politician 's way of thinking or private life is filtered mainly 
through the ongoing attacks of politica] adversaries or scandal-mon
gering tabloids. 

May 1995, the University 
At a cultural event, Doina Uricariu comes with the idea of an in

terview sclection. Her new idea seems more attractive to me. It's about 
taking pleasure in intelligcnt discussions. After December 1990, Ro
manian society I ost much of the appeal of friendly dialogue, more or 
less enthusiastic. Formerly, this was a habit that used tobe the salt
and-pcpper of Romanian life-style. As for me, having becn forced by 
the workings of life or destiny to speak for larger and larger groups, I 
have gradually lost the plcasure of familiar discussions. Strangely e
nough, Doina Uricariu imposes two amazing conditions: my interlocu
tor should not bc a woman and he should not usc a pseudonym. I ac
cept, thinking that this interview formula is more appropriatc. When 
you write a book by yourself you can detour all delicate points, which 
is a must in an electoral year, when what rnatters is not what you say 
but mainly what you don 't. I choose Bogdan Teodorescu as my inter
locutor because he madc a good impression when he intcrviewed me 
for Tele 7 ABC. asking tough and uncornfortable questions, but pre
scrving the goodwill of the journal ist who gcnuincly wants to know 
what you think and feel. 

I trust that Bogdan Teodorescu will push mc obstinatcly and will 
take advantagc of thc instinct, which was formed by my students, of 
directly answering qucstions, instinct that did not work in my favour 
during the 1992 electoral campaigns but which can prove beneficiai 
for the book. Therc is something clse which I find attractive at this in
terview formula. While talking to Bogdan I can pretend that I'm in
formally talking to my friends and why not, to each reader of my fu
ture book, without feeling the need to present myself in a different 
manner. The first recording lasts for severa) hours and the very next 
day he sends me a typed text. 
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Septem her J 996 
While looking for the material for the campaign, I come across the 

text of the 1995 interview, which stopped at its page 13, be1..:ause my 
time, restricted by the con fi nes of being the president of CD R. a pro
fessor and a university rector, did not allow me to continue. 

A Soldier :\' Confession 
This book is not the confession of someone who has becn defeat

ed; it is the confession of a warrior who lost and won battles. but who 
will not cease fighting, as long as the war against lying, racism. vio
lence, vulgarity, obtuseness, and theft is still necessary. The rcaso11 for 
my writing is telling the ones in doubt and fear that this war can he won 
and that it is worth fighting for. I 'm writing to say I won ·1 stand heing 
lied to, deprived and cheated. I call 011 those who. in their turn, will not 
stand being lied to, deprived and cheated, to join mc and fight togeth
er. lf they falter, out of self-pride. cowardice or indolcnce, I will keep 
on fighting because l am convinced that only Iove, faith. truth, justice 
and freedom give a mcaning to our livcs on earth. 

Memoirs of a Cavalier 
May](){) I, Ele/ieric 44 

Scarching for a style adequate to describe somc special cve11ts I 
took part in, I rercad Winston Churchill's Monoir.,·, for which he was 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1955. The Memoirs ciude 
both the temptation of extravagance and the aridity of scientific a11d 
philosophical works. Whcn the events you take part in or which you 
intluence are serious and bear 011 other people's ckstinies, a description 
closer to the truth, cven if seemingly cynical or offending, is the most 
honest solution. ln the preface to the tirst edition, published three years 
after the end of the Second World War and at the same time thrce years 
after losing the position of Prime Minister of Great Britain in July 
1945, Winston Churchill reveals that he approached the great politica! 
and military evcnts of the time by means of personal experie11ce and 
not as a history of that time, which îs the task of another ge11eration, 
but still considering his memoirs to contributc în the future to thc writ
ing of that history. 

This contribution of the main politica) actors to a future history by 
means ofrelating personal expericnce is not frec from danger. · lt upset 
me - the British politician confesses ~ to record the misunderstandings 
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with so many people I liked and respected, but it would be wrong not 
to take into account the lessons of the past. Nobody should dcspisc thc 
ones whose deeds are described in these pages without doing their own 
soul-scarching, without reviewing their public activity and applying 
the lcssons of the past to their future conduct. Nobody should assume 

Churchill continues - that I expect evcrybody to agree with what I'm 
saying. I give my confession according to my guiding lights. My con
cern was to vcrify thc. facts bui there are many others that surface today 
from previously unknown documents or revelations that may lend a 
diffcrcnt aspect to the conclusions I draw. I truly hope that studying the 
past can provide helpful for thc coming days. It will allow a new gen
eration to rectify some of thc crrors of years past and thus govcrn the 
scene of thc unfolding future in accordancc with man ·s needs and for 
thc purposc of bis glory.' 

An Appeal to Memory 
Septemher 2002, 4 Pictor Mirea 

Churchill confcsses that for his book he followed, the method 
Dcfoc uscd in Memoirs of a Cavalier. Maintaining proportions and fol
lowing up his warning. I cannot but hope that the pcrsons mcntioned 
in this book will not bc satisfied only with scarching the Index for their 
namcs and \Vi 11 rcad thc dcpiction of a controversial period as my own 
cxpcriencc has shaped it. For twelvc ycars, I contended myself with 
making general and more or lcss official declarations. I considcred that 
the moment of action has to he scvered from that of explanations or 
disputcs. And I let time takc care ofit becausc time can teii the truth 
from falsity and 1he esscntial from the conjectural. I was wrong. As if 
heing tried in my absencc. having a rather absent counsel for the 
defence. I got all the passive. In the trial of the first rost-communist 
decade, which I am re-opening now, I will take turns to he witness, cui
prit, prosecutor. lawyer, judge, a member of the jury, clerk of the court, 
and bailiff. The verdict is, as usual, for the posterity to give. 

We al/ Know the Answer, What is the Question? 
19 April 20()2. Bucharest 

The cel! phonc on thc nightstand starts vibrating, twitching and 
vigorously playing an Irish song. I hold out my hand and I take a look 
at the watch. It's nine o'clock sharp. I can hear Alina saymg: 
'Welcome. I'm calling to Jet you know that a gentleman, George 
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Cannon, is here with me, and he says you know him and he wants to 
talk to you. He's been looking for you thc whole time you were in the 
United States. He should have retumed home but he postponed his 
dcparture for tomorrow hoping to be ablc to have a talk with you. He 
is 86, he doesn 't know if he ever gets the chance of corning back to thc 
country again and he told us that, beforc he died, his ardent wish is to 
meet with you. We are all touched by his story and perhaps, although 
we know you are tired, you'II want to see him.' 

I was, indeed, exhausted. I had just retumed, thc night before, after an 
eleven-hour tlight from New York and, accustomed to the Atlantic Time, I 
continued working at home, to get finished what I had started while on the 
plane. Although I can feel my eyes buming with lack of sleep. I teii Alina 
that !'li see the gentleman in my oftice in two hours· time. 

A well-groomed nice person. George Cannon docsn ·1 ask for any
thing, doesn 't want anything, doesn 't have any personal dissatisfac
tion. He just wants to teii me the story of his lite. A very intercsting 
story, resembling that of other tens and hundreds of Romanians who 
left for America. His job is that of hairstylist and wig-maker. He used 
to own a studio before the communist period, thcn worked for many 
theatres and earned a good living even for that time. He made an 1 

adventurous emigration to America, wherc he became an accom
plished man. In Hollywood he spccialised in hairstyling well-known 
film stars. Whcn he rctired. John Wayne took him to a bank and, 
although having paid him every time, transfcrrcd a nice sum into his 
account. Even now he has faithful clients. He shows rne sorne photo
graphs: Unitcd Stales relatives. his children. He came to sec his 
Romanian relatives in Ploiesti - well-off pcople themselvcs. Severa! 
years before he saw his rclatives in Basarabia, near Chisinau. During 
the Sccond World War he was a senior sergcant male nurse on the 
front. He shows mea copy of his war veteran brevet thal bears my sig
nature. He only has one complaint: someonc snatched the decoration 
from his chest în New York and he wants to know if there is any chance 
to get another. I answer that there is. He also carries with him photos 
he took of me during a conference I delivered at Columbia University 
în New York. He tells me he knows details of everything I have done 
since I 992 to 2002. He knows about the accident I had in the Andcs 
and he asks about my leg. At a certain point, he says: ·How could 
Ceausescu accomplish so many things and now it isn 't possible any
more?' 'Accomplish what?' - I ask. 'Buildings, factorics. Basically, 
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therc was much more certainty and he could have done whatever he 
wantcd' · Why did you leave. then?' · Because I couldn 't take it any 
Ion ger.' 

I am stupefied. I felt as if I were listening to a tape on which there 
is a fragment from a different recording. When he Ieaves he tells me 
again how much he loves me and how much he respects everything I 
have done. 

Whom fâr'! What for? 
18 April 2002, New York 

The East-West Conference is over. I have another three hours till 
the plane takes off. I am to see Mona Vrabiescu-Klckncr and her hus
band, Ruddy Klekner. 

During thc ten days I spent in the United States I had meetings, in 
Washington, at the State Department, the State Council for National 
Security, thc Congress and many a think-tanks (non-govemmental insti
tutes and organisations) which prepare the line of United States politics. 
Since 1991, whcn I first was invited to the State Department, I have noticed 
that Romania is much better known and is of a much larger concern than 
cleven years ago. They also know details and thc appreciation of what I 
accomplished during my temi of onice was a !,Jfeat joy because I could fee) 
it was not just a fonnalism but it was groundcd in thc knmvledge of thc 
facts, figurcs, documcnts and infonnation, which in thc country. arc either 
inexistent or of no intcrcst. Of all discussions I undcrstood that what was 
apprcciatcd was mainly the way in which a radical changc was accom
plishcd by observing democratic laws and principlcs. 

I suggest to Mona Yrăbiescu-Klekner and to hcr husband that we 
should talk at thc Morgan Library, only two steps away from Union 
Club Lcague, where I used to live. After ten days of ongoing conven
tions, discussions and meetings, I am feeling relaxed and getting ready 
for a plcasant walk down thc memory avenue. Mona Yrăbiescu
Klekner is a truly wonderful person and her husband is, in his turn, a 
very special man. Her life-story resembles a novei. A month ago, while 
passing through Craiova, the curator of the Art Museum showed me 
the portrait of Mona 's mother, who was part of one of the most famous 
noblc families of Craiova. A jurist, she was forced, because of 
umvholesome origin, to work in remote villages, until she was off to 
America. For many years she worked for the Library of UN and vari
ous American institutions. She was one of the most active people from 
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the Diaspora, as shc never ceascd writing to congressmen and scnators 
in order to denounce Ceausescu 's crimcs. Together with Ştefan 
Issărescu, the fonner husband of Princess Ileana, she set up an ass.oci
ation, Acord, which managcd to gather many worthy pcople from the 
Diaspora. She supportcd me during the electoral campaign by organis
ing many of my meetings with Americans of Roman ian desccnt. Aft:er 
thc 1996 success, I asked her to come and help mc. Bcing an American 
citizen, she could not fulfil a position in the Administration. al any 
levei, but she offercd assistance as a personal counsellor. without being 
paid. She never tried to get the slightcst advantagc, as shc was ener
getic and ready to put her abilities to work in thc others· intcrcsts. She 
intcnsificd order and discipline at Cotroceni and shc managed to make 
friends with differcnt pcoplc, which is a very uncommon thing. Having 
an untarnished reputation and prestige, shc lransferrcd something of 
this prestige onto the presidential apparatus. From thc money she had 
carned while in thc United Statcs she bought an apartmcnt in Bucharcst, 
thus being now constantly on the road betwcen Romania and thc United 
Statcs. When shc reclaimed her family"s possessions, she grantcd them, 
so that she could obtain money for the villagcrs, and she offered hcr for
mer manor to the village, fceling that she should have done something for 
the people who could not enjoy lifc as shc did. 

We order fruitcakc, coffee and mineral watcr. I tind oul thal she 
monitors thc entire Romanian press on the Internet and that shc knows 
evcrything that is going on in Romania. Ami suddenly an uncxpect
ed reproach: 'What a shamc that back then. in 1996, you did not 
replace everyone from thc old regimc. everyonc who uscd Io bclong to 
the Securitate or to thc Administration, and Lhat you did 1101 incarcer
ale thc corrupt, who had bccn stealing until thcn.· 

· And what clse was I supposcd to do'!· I ask in amazcrm:nl. 
'When Băsescu and the othcrs started thc scandal, you should havc 

ousted thcm from the Govcrnmcnt'. 
I cannot believe my ears. 
· And how was I supposed to do that?' 
'By mea ns of prcsidential decree'. comes the prompt answer. 
'Have you read the Constitution of Romania'? Do you know the 

doma ins where the prcsident can act and what kind of dccrces he can sign? 
Did you know that to replace the director of thc Romanian Information 
Service one needs a dccree of the Parii ament and that thc Presidcnt cannot 
replace the ministers unless the Prime Minister nominates thcm'? 
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• t do but the judges should havc bcen replaccd · 
'How come. when they hadjust obtained the right to irremovability?' 
'Thcy should have bcen replaced', she answcrs firmly. 
·Mona, you are a jurist'. I try to teii her, ·don't you think that I had 

to observe the separation of state powers, of thc Parliamcnt, the 
Govemment and the judicial power? And that this is precisely what thc 
president should ensure? How could I have done all these'! And who 
could I have replaced them with. all of a sudden?' 

· lt doesn 't matter. there are plenty of thcm', she answers. 
I have heard this kind of answer many limes before ·anyonc would 

do'. But when this anyone was about to get a namc, a surname and a 
face, he could no longer be found. 

'Mona. you used to work for the UN and the American 
Administration. Don 't you think that if I had done what you are telling me 
now, I would have been a kind ofMobutu Sese Seko? And don't you think 
that, if I had done only I% of what you said, no one from the American 
Administration would havc acccpted to talk to mc? Could I stil! have heen 
looked upon as a democratic president?' 

I am less tense than beforc. After finishing our coffec, wc walk to 
Bryant Park. On the bcnchcs. along thc alleys or on the chairs surround
ing little tab Ies laid dircctly on thc grass. peoplc of diffcrent ages arc talk
ing quictly andin a low voicc. I don 't think that anyonc of the many who 
sit therc, basking in thc sun, is discussing politics. Many of thcm leam by 
hcm1 thc eight chapters that have fonned, sincc 1787, Thc Federal 
Constitut ion and they start with the words · Wc, the Peoplc ·. Bui I think 
that almost evcryone knows that those who arc choscn to lead thcm might 
be making mistakes. but they will nevcr break the fundamental rulcs of 
thc Constitution and thc state 's laws without bcing punished. 

George Cannon, a simple man, a virtual stranger, Simona Vrăbiescu, 
an educated woman, a jurist with a lot of expcrience in American and 
international institutions, who used to work for the Prcsidential 
Administration at the Cotroceni, a calm persan and clase friend. I cannot 
help wondering: both of them Iove and appreciate me. Who do they 
apprcciate in reality? And why? 

Communicating Vessels 
June 2000, al the National Theatre 

From time to time I take refuge in the Cultural Department. Sorin 
Alexandrescu and his colleagues have made my lifc bcautiful, even if 
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rarely have I been able to accept thcir suggcstions of my taking part in 
thc cultural events they would sneak în my agenda. 

'At the National Theatre there is a Camil ian Dcmctrescu retro
spective, you cannot miss it(' 

It is true - I know both his name and works. In Italian academic 
circles I was admiringly told about this great artist and I had the oppor
tunity of sceing some of his fabulous tapcstrics and skctchcs. 

Being out of Bucharest, I cannot take part in the opcning but I go 
one quiet afternoon when the ado of the visitors has cal med down. The 
maestro and his wife are there and they show mc about the exhibition, 
which is a privilege because only in this way can I find out about the 
turmoil of creation. And it îs quitc a turmoil. .. 

Although the book is still a vague projcct. I always think about it 
as a whole, from the epigraph to the cover. I havc thc strange fecling 
that Camil ian Demetrescu 's tapcstries a Iso cxprcss thc profound mys
tery of my thoughts. I ask him if he would agrec to my using somc of 
the tapestries for the covcr. Thc proccss of working on my book îs a 
process of understanding othcr tapestries, and I do not know if, in this 
dialogue in space and time, Camilian Demetrescu's works are illustra
tions for my books or whether my books teii about his tapestrics. 
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PA/NT WHILE THE WALLIS STILL WET 

Light and Heat 
21 Decemher 2000, Bucharest 

Should it bea mere coincidcnce, or a game of thc destiny of a soci
dy still under thc impact of lying, intolerancc, and despair'? Elcven 
days aftcr thc a11niversary of the Romaniai1 Revolution I handed over 
my prcsidential mandate - during a solemn ceremony - to the newly 
dected president. Thc same prcsident of the years 1990-1996, who 
defeatcd me i11 1992, and whom I defeated in 1996. A double alterna
tion, thc proof of a democratic systcm allowing for the peaceful dcliv
crancc of power tcnsions. 

During my last day of presidency I bestowcd on all thc ambassa
dors accredited to Bucharcst The Gold Meda/ o( the Ronwnian 
Rel'()/11tion, which had bcen previously offercd - 011 bchalf of our state 
and thc Roma11iar1 pcoplc --- to George Bush, Mikhail Gorbatchov, 
Hclmuth KohL Margarct Thatchcr, Lech Walesa, Vaclav HavcL His 
Sanctity Pope John Paul, a11d, post mortem, to Frarn;ois Mitterand. 
They arc thc cight pcoplc who had a deep impact 011 thc history of 
Europe and of thc world at thc cnd of this ccntury; without their 
involveme11t, the tight for democracy and frcedom in the cou11tries of 
thc commu11ist side of thc world would probably havc bcen 1101 suc
cessful at all, or at least of a belated success, paid for by many more 
sacritices. 

In the cold indifferent Decembcr night, thc official car runs along 
thc main avc11ue of thc capital, under the lively light of shop-windows, 
dccorated for Christmas. The Europe of the ful) shop-wi11dows is now 
at home hcre. The shops boast luxury goods and the expensive cars 
glidc up and down the avenue. I reach the University Squarc. 
Multicolourcd light is shed over the buildings and the street. Elcven 
years ago the only lights were those of bullets and of lamps on tanks 
and cisterns throwing heavy splashes of water on us. I take an absent
minded look at my wristwatch. About this time - eleven years ago -
my son and somc of his student-colleagues were collecting the 
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smashed bodies of the young pcoplc shot hy guns and tanks. lt is also 
here, in the Univcrsity Squarc. that Diana, thc high-schoolmalc of my 
daughtcr, was killed by a bullct shol in her hcad hy thc Securitate 
troops facing the young peoplc, who wcrc shouling "Wc will dic and 
we'II be free! God is with us!". A couplc of months latcr, the 
University Square would be lit by the candlcs and torchcs made of 
newspapers of those manifesting for dcmocracy to join the fatc of free
dom. Then again the Square was fi lied up with the rcd tlamcs of buses 
set on fire and the blood of the victims of Lhc mincrs ca lied hy thc neo
communist rulers, to defend them against uncoopcrativc intcllcctuals, 
who had now become the enemics. It is also hcrc that thc great outburst 
of enthusiasm occurred in 1996, when thc democratic forccs won thc 
elcctions for the first timc. 

It is still hard for mc to accept Lhe faci that -- for more and more 
people -- all this is but the sccnario of a film about an alrcady obsoletc 
history. . 

I take a look at the Univcrsity balcony, undcr \vhich I can see the 
windows of my old office, to which I am rcturning tomorrow morning, 
and I ask the aide-de comp officer to drive to thc Ccmetcry of thc 
Martyr Herocs of thc Revolution. 

God ls with Us 

Whilc we arc driving farthcr and farthcr away from thc city ccntcr, 
thc lights turn paler and palcr. To thc lctt of thc highway \VC pass by 
thc massivc cold building of thc Crcmatorium. whcrc, in December 
1989, thc bodics of thc rcvolutionarics shot in Timi~oara wcre brought, 
burnt up, and thcn thrown down to a drain canal. so that any trace of 
murder and rcpression be smoothly removed. ln thc cemclcry, gcomct
rically lincd up, the white marble crosscs of thosc kil led in Bucharest. 
in December 1989, shine in thc paic moonlight. Thc cold snap made by 
the guardian soldiers' boots presenting mc thc military salute sudden
ly breaks the stream of my thoughts. I walk on thc main allcy, at thc 
end of which I can see a light through thc door lctt ajar of thc church 
of the martyr herocs. In thc narthex, Professor Cioran, a department 
collcaguc of mine from thc University and thc prcsidcnt of thc 
Association of thc relativcs of thc dead in thc Rcvolution, is talking in 
a low voice to the artist painting the interior walls of thc church. Thc 
painter invites me up the wooden ladder till wc almost rcach the high 
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vault where his painting has rcached now. The fir tree beams we tread 
on squeak under our feet and thc old watchman by the church door 
looks smaller and smaller. Wc discuss materials and money. Before I 
leave I light a candle for the dead and one for the living - according to 
the old custom - in the plate iron box by the gate. Their tlames trem
blc in the wind, which rolls along· the side-walks the street dirt and 
somc scraps of clection posters. "We will die and we'II be free!" would 
shout at this hour of the evening all those whose names are now 
inscribed on thc white marble gravestones. They died their deaths: are 
we frec now'! 

Eleven years ago the streets werc dark, but there was a great light 
in our souls. lt was dreadfully cold in our houses, but our hearts were 
warm with hopc. Thc words of the Old Testament come to my mind: " 
I let my heart know wisdom and learning, madness and foolishness -
and this is a Iso blowing in the wind; for the richness of wisdom is rich
ness of knowlcdge, and the more wc know, the more it hurts." 

In thc dome rising to the sky, thc young paintcr climbed up on the 
scaffolding lights up the wct plaster with images from the Holy Book, 
chosen by his mind and soul. Beyond the church walls, the fresco of 
our livcs gets outlincd with difficulty. out of our daily toil, sufferance 
and mud. Who could ever distinguish, undcr thc heavy dust of thc 
ycars. thc bcats of our hearts in long-forgotten December, and thc swirl 
of destiny, which thcn had tumed toward us'? 
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